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REVENUE SYSTEMS OF THE STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTS. 



A DIGEST OF CONSTITUTIONAL AND STATUTORY PROVISIONS RELATING TO TAXATION IN 

THE DIFFERENT STATES AND TERRITORIES IN 1902. 



By Carl C. Plehn, Pli. D., Associate Professor in the University of California. 



SUMMARY. 



This summary is intended to present a general sur- 
vey of the revenue systems of the states and territories. 
It includes all that is characteristic and most of the 
important details of the several revenue systems, omit- 
ting the less frequent or less important items. It has 
been designed primarily for the purpose of showing in 
what state a given tax is in use, or a given provision 
relating to revenue may be found. If it is desired to 
ascertain what taxes are in use in a given state, the 

^information can be ascertained better from the compi- 
lation of the revenue law^s of that state as given in Part 

oil of this digest; but if it is desired to know in what 
states a given tax or given provision obtains, such in- 

: formation will be more easily found in this sununary . 
In general, the state laws leav.e wide discretionary 

Q powers to the local governments as to matters relating 
to taxation, but in each state there are some statutory 
provisions of a general character intended to bring 
about uniformity in the levy and collection, even of 
local taxes, within the state. This summary, as also 
the compilations of the revenue systems of the states, 
is based upon such general statutory provisions only. 
The provisions relating to taxation to be found in city 
charters or ordinances, local in character, have not 
been included in this summary, nor in the compila- 
tions for the states and territories. Both the sum- 
mary and such compilations are, therefore, primarily 
concerned with state taxation, and county and munici- 
pal taxation are covered only in so far as they have 
been determined or fixed by general state legislation. 
In this digest the word ''municipal" refers to those 
divisions of government smaller than, or ranking below^ 
the county, as cities, towns, townships, etc. 

The material in the compilations of the revenue laws 
of the several states and territories is presented, so far 
as possible, under fixed headings or classes. In the 



summary the same headings or classes have also been 
used as far as possible. 

The classification used is as follow^s: 
First- 
General Description, Constitutional Provisions, 
and Officers. 
Second — 

Under each of three main divisions, namety, 
State Revenues, County Revenues, and Mu- 
nicipal Revenues, come the following sub- 
divisions^ — 

A. Taxes. 

I. The general property tax. 

1. Base. 

a. The property subject to 

taxation. 
Tlie exemptions. 

b. Assessment. 

c. Equalization. 

2. Rate. 

3. (Collection. 
IL Poll tax. 

III. Inlieritance tax. 
I^^ Corporation taxes. 

V. Business taxes and licenses. 
VI, VII, etc. Other taxes, where they 
occurred . 

B. Fees. 

C. I), etc. Other revenues, not taxes, where 
found. 

The summary follows as closely as may be the same 
classification, but with the following exceptions: 

No attempt has been made to summarize the general 
descriptions nor the constitutional provisions. This 
is for the obvious reason that everything of signifi- 
cance in them is necessarily embodied in the statutory 
provisions, and the mere distinction between statutory 

(<>17) 
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and constitutional law can not be of any importance 
in interpreting the statistics concerning the revenues 
of the states. 

Furthermore, no attempt has been made to sum- 
marize the provisions in regard to fees, miscellaneous 
taxes^ and other miscellaneous revenues. This is for 
the reason that scarcely any two states have the same 
provisions and any summary would necessarily be 
little more than a reprint of what is shown, almost as 
conveniently, under the descriptions of the revenue 
systems of the several states and territories. 

DEFINITIONS. 

The following definitions have ruled in the classifi- 
cation of material : 

Officers. — This list includes only those concerned 
directly with the assessment, levy or collection of 
taxes and other revenues. Officers, who, like the 
treasurers, merely receive the funds or act in some 
very subordinate capacity, are not included. 

A tax. — A tax is a general compulsory contribution 
of wealth collected in the general interest of the com- 
munity from individuals or corporations by an exer- 
cise of the sovereign power of the government, and 
levied without reference to the special benefits which 
the contributors may severally derive from the public 
purposes for which the revenue is required. 

The general property tax. — This is a direct tax upon 
property, or upon persons, natural or corporate, in 
proportion to their property, except only such as may 
be specifically exempt on account of its or their pub- 
lic character or from considerations of public policy. 
This is the most widely used tax in the United States. 

Poll tax. — This is a direct personal tax, usually on 
males, in certain classes, apportioned, as the name 
implies, at so much per head. 

Inheritance tax. — This is a tax levied upon property 
passing by bequest, by the intestate laws of a state, 
or by deed or gift intended to take effect after death. 

Corporation taxes. — This term has been used some- 
what broadly to include all taxes levied on corpora- 
tions generally or on any particular group of corpo- 
rations, when such taxes are notably different in form 
or administration from the taxes levied on private or 
individual citizens or their property. It does not in- 
clude all taxes levied on corporations, but only those 
which appear to take on a special form. 

Business taxes and licenses, — ^These include all reve- 
nues collected from persons, natural or corporate, by 
reason of the business or calling in which they are 
engaged, where such collection is associated with and 
enforced by the granting of a license or permit to 
engage therein, and where the granting of such license 
or permit is a condition to the transaction of business 
or the following of a trade or industrial calling, the 
performance of any act, or the beginning of any under- 
taking. 



Among the subordinate terms used are: 

Base. — The kind of property, the classes of persons, 
the sorts of income, etc., on which the tax is levied. 

Exemptions. — Items naturally or logically included 
in the base, but which for reasons of public policy are 
treated as exceptions and arbitrarily excluded from 
the base. Items sometimes listed in the statutes as 
exempt, because the ta:^paying ability they represent 
is levied upon in some other way, are omitted. 

Assessment. — Includes two processes: (1) Listing or 
enrolling, and (2) appraising or valuing the items enter- 
ing into the base. (See further limitations, page 626.) 

Equalization. — Raising or lowering the assessment 
or appraisal, by districts or by classes of property in 
order to produce uniformity. (See further limitations, 
page 629.) 

Rate. — The amount of the tax falling on each unit 
of the base. 

Collection. — The process of gathering the revenues. 
This has been made to include the time of payment, of 
delinquency, the penalties for nonpayment and delin- 
quency, the lien of the govei'nment, and other matters 
relating to the enforcement of the levy. 

OFFICERS. 

The states fall into two shai:'ply distinct groups in 
relation to the election or appointment of officers 
dealing with taxation, as well as in regard to the gen- 
eral administration of the entire revenue system: the 
first, those in which the township is the unit of admin- 
istration and hence the district or division for which the 
local officers are elected or appointed; the second, 
those in which the county is the unit. A few states 
have the township system in some counties and the 
county system in others. This may arise from a per- 
manent difference in the plan of local government in 
different sections, as in Illinois, or it may be, as in the 
Dakotas, a merely transitional stage, passing away as 
soon as, with the growth of population, the counties 
are organized into townships. 

Under the township system there may be county 
officers to supervise the work of local officers, in the 
interest of uniformity, as do the county assessors in 
Indiana, and very frequently the collection of taxes for 
state, county, and municipal purposes is made by the 
county collectors. 

It is also common under the county system to 
allow certain cities, or towns and cities generally, to 
have their own officers, assessors, and collectors, for 
the administration of local or city taxes. But in that 
case state and county taxes, at least outside of the 
excepted cities, are usually assessed and collected by 
county officers. 

In the following general summary the differences in 
the titles of the officers have been ignored; and listers, 
appraisers, etc., have all been included under the term 
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' ^assessors. ' ^ The particular titles used in the different 
states have been preserved in the abstracts for each 
state. The office of assessor is rarely combined with 
any other office, and it is very unusual for the assessor 
to be tax collector. A common exception, however, 
is that the assessor acts as collector for the poll 
taxes and collects taxes on easily movable personalty 
when the owner thereof has no realty. The office of 
the collector is, on the contrary, sometimes combined 
with that of another office; thus the treasurer, town or 
county, is often ex officio tax collector in Northern 
and Western states, while in some Southern states the 
sheriff acts as tax collector. 

Under the township system the roll, when made up 
by the assessor, is usually revised by some local board 
of review, which may be either the local legislative 
body, as the town trustees, or cit^^^ council, or a board 
specially constituted for the purpose. The latter is 
more common in those states in which the assessment 
is made at infrequent intervals. The duties of these 
boards are to adjust differences between individuals 
and to hear appeals from the action of the assessor. 
After review by the local board, the roll is, in many 
states, referred to a county board of equalization, 
whose principal duty it is to equalize between the towns 
and cities in the county and sometimes to hear appeals 
from the action of the local boards of review. In many 
states there are also state boards of equalization, which 
generally have power to equalize the assessments be- 
tween the different counties. 

Under the county system the first revision is usu- 
ally made by the county board of equalization, whose 
chief duties are to equalize between the individuals, 
while the state board, if there be one, equalizes be- 
tween the counties. 

Other officers having in some states important duties 
with the administration of the revenue laws are: 
State boards of assessment for certain classes of prop- 
erty, which classes are withdrawn from the local assess- 
ors, such as railroad property; the auditors, who fre- 
quently receive the returns of certain classes of tax- 
payers; and, in a few states, tax commissioners, vested 
with different functions in different states, but gener- 
ally exercising supervision over the administration of 
the revenue laws and reporting to the legislature 
necessary changes. 

There are a few other officers, such as the tax in- 
quisitors in Ohio and the back-tax commissioners in 
some of the Southern states, who are mentioned in the 
abstracts for the different states but not brought to- 
gether in the summary. 

The treasurers, state and local, are usually mere 
keepers of the public moneys and have little to do, un- 
less ex officio, with the direct administration of the 



tax system. They have, therefore, not been included 
in the list of officers directly connected with' taxation. 

The chief value of this compilation of the officers, in 
connection with the statistics relating to the revenues, 
is to point out the differences in the system of adminis- 
tration which are likely to affect the thoroughness of 
the administration. 

The assessors, who make up the initial or primary 
assessment rolls for the general system of state and 
local taxes, are: 

1. Elected or appointed by counties:^ 

In Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, California, Colorado, Florida, 
Georgia, Idaho; in some counties in Illinois; in Indian Territory, Ken- 
tucky; by parishes in Louisiana: in Maryland, Mississippi; in some 
counties in Missouri; in Montana; in some counties in Nebraska; in 
Nevada, New Mexico; in some counties in North Dakota; in Oklahoma, 
Oregon; in a few counties in Pennsylvania; in some counties in South 
Dakota; in Tennessee, Texas, Utah, Virginia, Washington, West Vir- 
ginia, and Wyoming. 

(a) The county assessors ^ are elected : 

Once every two years in Arkansas, Colorado, Florida, Georgia, Idaho, 
Indian Territory, Maryland, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, New Mexico, 
North Dakota, Oklahoma, Oregon, South Dakota, Texas, Utah, Wash- 
ington, and Wyoming; once every three years, in Pennsylvania; once 
every four years, in Alabama, Arizona, California, Illinois, Kentucky, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, Tennessee, and West Virginia; once 
every five years, in Virginia. 

2. Elected or appointed by townships, towns, cities, 
or villages, or other analogous units: 

In Connecticut; in Delaware by the ''hundred;" in District of Colum- 
bia;3 in some counties in Illinois; in Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Maine, 
Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota; in some counties in Missouri and 
Nebraska; in New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, North Carolina; 
in some counties in North Dakota; in Ohio, Oklahoma; in some counties 
in Pennsylvania; in Rhode Island, South Carolina; in some counties in 
South Dakota; in Vermont and Wisconsin. 

(a) The local or town assessors are elected : 

Once every year in all but three towns in Connecticut; in lUinois, 
Kansas, Maine, Michigan, Minnesota, Nebraska, New Hampshire, 
North Dakota, Ohio, Rhode Island, Vermont, and Wisconsin; once 
every two years in Delaware, Iowa, Miasouri, New York, Oklahoma, 
South Carolina, and South Dakota; once every three years in three 
towns in Connecticut; in New Jersey and Pennsylvania; once every 
four years in Indiana and North Carolina; once every one to three 
years in Massachusetts; hold during good behavior in the District of 
Columbia. 

The assessors are compensated by salary or per 
diem : 

In all states except the following, in which they are compensated by 
commissions or (and) fees: Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Ken- 
tucky, Louisiana; in some cases. New Jersey; New Mexico; at the dis- 
cretion of the appointing authority. North Carolina; Texas, Virginia, 
and West Virginia. 



* Yet in some of these states there are cities which have, or may have, 
their own independent officers for the assessment and collection of their 
separate city taxes. 

'^ As affecting the terms of these officers in some cases, see the fre- 
quency of assessment, below. 

* For the District, see abstract. 



620 



WEALTH, DEBT, AND TAXATION. 



There are state or territorial boards of assessment 
(or special officers), for certain subjects of taxation:^ 

In Alabama^ Arizona^ Arkansas, California, Colorado, Connecticut, 
Idaho, Illinois, Indian Territory, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, 
Louisiana, Maine, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, Mis- 
souri, Montana, Nebraska, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New Mexico, 
New York, North Carolina, North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, Pennsyl- 
vania, South Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, Utah, Vermont, Vir- 
ginia, West Virginia, Wisconsin, and Wyoming. 

There are county boards of review or equalization: 

In Arizona, Arkansas, California, Colorado, Delaware, Florida, Idaho, 
Illinois, Indian Territory, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky; parish 
boards for railroads in Louisiana; in Mar^dand, Michigan, Minnesota, 
Mississippi, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, New Jersey, New 
Mexico, New York, North Carolina, North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, 
Oregon, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, Texas 
Utah, Washington; between individuals in West Virginia, Wisconsin, 
and W^yoming. 

There are state (or territorial) boards of equali- 
zation : 

In Arizona, California, Colorado, Connecticut, Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, 
Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Maine, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Mon- 
tana, Nebraska, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, 
North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, South 
Dakota, Tennessee, Utah, Washington, W^est Virginia, Wisconsin, and 
Wyoming, 

There are state tax commissioners, or boards exer- 
cising certain supervisory powers ^ over the adminis- 
tration of the system of taxation as a whole or in 
part, exclusive of legislative or similar commissions 
for the revision of the revenue laws : 

In Alabama, Connecticut, Indiana, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, 
Michigan, New Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Tennessee; since 1902 
in West Virginia; in Vermont and Wisconsin. 

The collectors for the main part of the system, other 
than for purely municipal taxes, are: 

1 . Elected or appointed by counties : 

In Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, California, Colorado, Florida, Georgia, 
Idaho; in some counties in Illinois; in Indian Territory, Indiana, Iowa, 
Kansas, Kentucky; by parishes in Louisiana; in Maryland, Minnesota, 
Mississippi; in some counties in Missouri; in Montana, Nebraska, 
Nevada, New Mexico, North Carolina, North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, 
Oregon, South Carolina; in some counties in South Dakota; in Tennes- 
see, Texas, Utah, Virginia, Washington, West Virginia, and Wyoming; 
taxation districts in Hawaii. 

2. Elected or appointed by townships, towns, cities, 
villages, or other analogous local units: 

In Connecticut; by the ''hundred" in Delaware; in Maine, Massa 
chusetts, Michigan ; in some counties in Missouri; in New Hampshire, 
New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island; in some coun- 
ties in South Dakota; in Vermont and Wisconsin. 



^ The list does not contain certain states in which some subjects of 
taxation, like the railroads, "make return" to a state officer who does 
not, beyond receiving the returns, exercise any positive function of 
assessment. 

^ Powers or duties analogous to those of these commissions are often 
conferred upon regular state officers. 



State Revenues. 



A. TAXES. 



I, The general property tax. 

The general property tax is used as a state tax, that 
isy to supply some revenues for general state purposes: 

In all the states and territories except Connecticut, Delaware, Indian 
Territory, Pennsylvania, and Alaska. 

In Connecticut, however, the state levies what is in effect a general 
property tax on the basis of the number of specified polls, and in 
Pennsylvania the state levies a tax on certain classes of peisonal 
property. 

A number of other states have recently increased 
the proportion of their revenues coming from sources 
other than the general property tax, and correspond- 
ingly reduced the proportion drawn from that tax. 
This, however, is shown in the analyses of the reve- 
nues themselves, rather than in the summary of the 
laws. 

1. Base — 

a. The property included and exempt, — The property 
included is most commonly defined as: (1) ''AH prop- 
erty, real and personal, in the state not specially 
exempt;'' it is also common to add: (2) ''and moneys, 
credits, investments in bonds, stocks, joint-stock com- 
panies, etc.,'' or "personal property generally of per- 
sons residing within the state." Vermont expressly 
exempts all personal estate of its residents located in 
another state, and several states exempt property taxed 
in another state or permanently located in business in 
another state. 

Most of the revenue laws distinguish two classes of 
property only, real and personal. The definitions of 
these two classes "for purposes of taxation" differ in 
many instances from the common-law definitions. 
The more important particulars in which they differ 
will be noted below. 

In the following states the revenue laws make no 
special definition of property '^for purposes of taxa- 
tion:" 

Delaware, Georgia, Iowa, Maryland, Mississippi, Tennessee, and 
Virginia. 

In the following states more than two classes of 
property subject to taxation are recognized and 
specially defined: 

Alabama, 14; Arkansas, 6; California, 5; Colorado, 3; Idaho, 3; Illi- 
nois, 5; Kentucky, 6; Louisiana, 15; Nebraska, 4; New Mexico, 3; 
Ohio, 6. 

Real estate is usually defined, for purposes of taxa- 
tion, to include land and improvements thereon. 

All rights and privileges connected with land are 
also included in many instances, but these do not 
assume any great importance except in those states in 
which there are considerable amounts of public lands. 
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Public lands, state and national, are not ordinarily 
taxable; but in some states the interest, or possess- 
ory claim, of persons acquiring title to public lands^ 
as under the homestead laws, or by purchase under 
contract from the state, is taxable. In others the 
settler is not taxed until he has an interest sufficient 
to entitle him to a patent. In some of the latter, how- 
ever, the improvements made by the settler on public 
lands are taxable. In some states possessory claims 
and private improvements on public lands are taxed 
as real estate; in others, as personal property. As 
these differences in classification seriously affect the 
comparability of the tables of the assessed valuations, 
especially in the Western states, every effort has been 
made to learn the exact practice. The statutes are 
usually ambiguous on this point, and it has been nec- 
essary to gather this information from the attorney- 
generals of the states. 

In the following states there are no particular pro- 
visions of the law bearing on possessory claims, pre- 
sumably because there are no great number of such 
interests in these states: 

Alabama, Connecticut, Delaware, District of Columbia, Florida, Illi- 
nois, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maryland, Massaclmsetts, Mississippi, 
Nebraska, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, North Carolina, 
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Tennessee, Vermont, and 
Virginia. 

In the following states the law provides that for the 
purposes of taxation real property shall include, in 
addition to land and improvements thereon, the pos- 
session of or right to the possession of land : 

Arizona, Arkansas, California, Colorado, Georgia, Idaho, Indian Terri- 
tory, Iowa, Kansas, Maine, Minnesota, Missouri, Montana, Nevada, 
Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon, South Dakota, Texas, Utah, Washington, West 
Virginia, Wisconsin, and Wyoming. 

But possessory claims are not taxable until title is 
acquired : * 

In Arizona, Idaho, Kansas, Missouri, Montana, Oklahoma, South 
Dakota, Wisconsin, and Wyoming. 

Possessory claims are taxable as personal property: 

In Indiana, Michigan, New Mexico, and North Dakota. 

Improvements on public lands, the title to which 
has not yet passed to the settler, are taxable as per- 
sonal property : ^ 

In Arizona, Michigan, Minnesota, Montana, New Mexico, Oregon, 
Texas, and Wisconsin. 

Improvements on land are specially defined so as to 
imply treatment or valuation apart from the land:^ 

In Arizona, California, Colorado, Idaho, Nevada, New Hampshire, 
New Mexico, New York (since 1903), Ohio, and Utah. 



^ These are the two most important exceptioas modifying the propor- 
tions of assessed real estate to assessed personal property. 

^See further provisions having the same effect, under Assessment, 
page 628. 



Personal property is not specially defined, for pur- 
poses of taxation: 

In Delaware, District of Columbia, Georgia, Iowa, Maryland, Missis- 
sippi, Nebraska, New Hampshire, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, 
Tennessee, and Virginia. 

Personal property is defined^ for purposes of taxa- 
tion, to include all things other than real estate: 

In Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, California, Colorado, Idaho, Indian 
Territory, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Minnesota, Missouri, Montana, 
New Mexico, Ohio, Oklahoma, South Carohna, Utah, Vermont, West 
Virginia, and Wyoming; also certain items specially enumerated in Ala- 
bama, Arkansas, Indian Territory, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Minne- 
sota, Missouri, Ohio, South Carolina, West Virginia, and Wyoming. 

Personal property is defined, for purposes of taxa- 
tion, only by the enumeration of the particular items 
included: 

In Connecticut, Florida, Illinois, Indiana, Maine; "personal estate,'^ 
in Massachusetts; in Michigan, Nevada, New Jersey, New York, North 
Dakota, Oregon, Rhode Island, South Dakota, Texas, Washington, 
Wisconsin, and Hawaii. 

Irrespective of general definitions under which they 
would ordinarily fall, the following items are specific- 
ally and arbitrarily defined, for purposes of taxation, 
as real estate or as personal property, respectively: 

Ferries or ferry franchises, as real estate in Iowa, New Hampshire, and 

South Dakota. 
Ibid,, as personal property in Wisconsin. 
Franchises, special, as real estate in New York. 
Franchises, corporate, as real estate in Wyoming. 
Fruit or nut bearing or ornamental trees or vines, as real estate in 

California and South Dakota. 
Gas and water mains, as pei-sonal property in Montana, North Dakota, 

South Dakota, Washington, and Wisconsin. 
Land scrip, railroad, as real estate in Minnesota. 

Mineral rights, as real estate in Alabama, Arkansas, California, Colo- 
rado, Connecticut,'^ Idaho, Illinois, Kansas, Massachusetts, Minnesota, 

Missouri, Montana, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, North Dakota, 

South Dakota, Utah, and Washington. 
Mining claims, as personal property in Arizona. 
Railroad track, or property nec^\ssarily used in operation, as real estate 

in Arkansas, Illinois, Indiana, Maine, Nevada, New Hampshire, and 

New York. 
Ibid., as personal property in Iowa, North Carolina, Ohio, and South 

Carolina. 
Ships are not deemed property for purposes of taxation in W^ashington. 
Street railroad tracks, as personal property in Montana and South 

Dakota. 
Telegraph lines, as real estate, or improvements, in Arizona, New 

Hampshire, and New York. Ibid., as personal property in California 

and South Carolina. 
Telephone lines, also, in New Hampshire. 

Toll bridges, as real estate in Iowa, Nevada, and New Hampshire. 
Bridges, as real estate in New York. 

Ibid., as personal property in South Carolina and Wisconsin. 
Toll roads or turnpikes, as real estate in Arizona, California, Idaho, and 

Nevada. 
Ibid., as personal property in South Carolina. 
Water ditches, a.s real estate in Arizona, California, Idaho, Nevada, and 

New Hampshire. 

^ Not taxed for state purposes. 
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Debts may be deducted from credits, or from moneys 
and credits, or from money at interest: 

In Arizona, Arkansas, California, Colorado; if liable to be assessed 
and set in the list of creditors, in Connecticut; in Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, 
Iowa, Kansas, Maine, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Montana, 
Nebraska, Nevada, New Hampshire, North Carolina, Ohio, Rhode 
Island, South Carolina, South Dakota, Texas, Utah, Virginia, Washing- 
ton; average amount during year, in Wisconsin; in West Virginia and 
Wyoming. 

Debts may be deducted from personal property: 

In New York, Rhode Island, and Texas; from certain items only, in 
Vermont and West Virginia. 

Debts may be deducted from all property: 

in New Jersey. 

Franchises^ corporate and special^ are specifically 
mentioned as taxable property, under the general prop- 
erty tax : ^ 

In Arizona (of railroads); in California, Colorado, Illinois, Indiiana, 
Kentucky, Louisiana; of certain classes of corporations only, in Massa- 
chusetts; in Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Montana, New York; of 
railroads. North Carolina; of certain classes of corporations, in North 
Dakota; in Tennessee, Texas; of certain classes of corporations, in 
Utah; in Vermont, Washington, Wyoming, and Hawaii. 

In the following states and territories shares of stock, 
in those corporations for whose taxation or for the taxa- 
tion of whose property special provision is made, are 
not taxable to shareholders: 

Arizona, Arkansas, California, Colorado, Connecticut, Florida, Idaho, 
Illinois, Indian Territory, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Maine, 
Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Montana, Nevada, New 
Hampshire, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, North Carolina, North 
Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon, Rhode Island, South Carolina, South 
Dakota, Tennessee, Texas, Utah, Vermont, West Virginia, Wisconsin, 
Wyoming, and Hawaii. 

In two of the above states shares of stock in cor- 
porations are declared to possess no value over and 
above the value of the property of the corporation 
they stand for and represent and are not taxable to 
the shareholders, namely: 

Arizona and California. 

The '^corporate excess/' or the amount by which the 
market value of the capital stock of the corporations 
exceeds the value of the tangible and other property 
assessed to the corporations^ is distinctly specified as 
an item of property taxable to the corporations in the 
f ollow ing states : 

Illinois, Indiana, Minnesota, Mississippi, Nebraska, North CaroHna, 
North Dakota, South Dakota, and Tennessee. It is probable that the 
same item is taxable in some other states by construction of other parts 
of the revenue laws, but only those states have been included in which 
it is obviously intended to tax this as an item of property taxable to 
the corporations under the general property tax. (See, further, Cor- 
poration taxes, page 633.) 



^ Presumably such franchises are included under the general idea of 
property in other states as well. This list includes only those states 
which provide especially for such taxation. 



In the following states shareholders* are taxable on 
that portion of their holdings which represents the 
'^corporate excess:'' 

In Alabama and the District of Columbia; in Iowa (some corpora-- 
tions; see, also, above); and in Maryland. 

In the following states it appears that shareholders 
are taxable on their stock to its full value (if found) 
without reference to any taxes paid by the corpora- 
tions : 

Delaware, Georgia, Louisiana, and Washington.'^ 

The bonds of domestic corporations, held by resi- 
dents of the state, are taxed at their market value, 
the tax being payable by the corporation : 

In Maryland and Pennsylvania. 

Certain items of income are arbitrarily defined as 
property for purposes of taxation : 

Gross receipts of toll bridges, telephone companies, etc., in Alabama. 

Gross commissions of factors, brokers, etc., in Alabama. 

Gross receipts of cotton pickeries, warehouses, etc., in Alabama. 

Gross proceeds of mines, in Colorado, Nevada, South Carolina, and Utah. 

Ground rents, in Delaware. 

Net receipts of foreign fire, marine, and inland navigation insurance 

companies, in Illinois. 
Ibid., all insurance companies, in Nebraska and Oklahoma. 
Specified items of personal income, in Massachusetts. 
Excess of premiums collected by insurance companies over losses paid, 

in Montana. 
Net yearly income of ships engaged in foreign carrying trade, in New 

Hampshire and Massachusetts. 
The income of any annuity unless the capital be taxed, in Minnesota, 

North Dakota, South Dakota, and Wyoming. 
Gross premium receipts of insurance companies, less dividends, cai^- 

cellations, and commissions, in Ohio. 
Interest and income from United States bonds and other nontaxable 

securities, in Vermont. 
Gross receipts of express and telegraph companies, in Indian Territory. 
Gross receipts from foreign bridge companies, in Indiana. 

Polls are taxable as property or included in the roll^ 
with property, at a valuation of, or at a rate per poll 
equivalent to a valuation of: 

$140 to $2,700, Delaware (until 1899) ;3 $100, New Hampshire; $200, 
Vermont. 

, Mortgages on real estate are taxable as personal 
property belonging to the mortgagee ^ and no deduc- 
tion is allowed the mortgagor from the assessed value 
of the property covered by the mortgage : 

In all states except Arizona, California, Colorado, Connecticut, Idaho, 
and Indiana; in nine counties in Maryland; in Massachusetts, New Jer- 
sey, Pennsylvania, Washington, Alaska, and Hawaii. 

Mortgages are (or may be ) assessed to the mortgagee 
and the mortgagor allowed to deduct a corresponding 
amount from the assessed value of the land : 

In California; except as to excess of mortgage over assessed value of 
land, in Connecticut;'* in Massachusetts; in five counties in New Jersey; 
in Alaska and Hawaii; (since 1903, in Wisconsin). 

2 For further information regarding corporations, see Corporation 
taxes, page 633. 

^ Taxed for local purposes only. ■ 

* Not taxable for state purposes save under special conditions. 
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Mortgagor may have the mortgage assessed to the 
mortgagee if not over $700 ^ nor over half the value of 
the property, and enjoy a deduction of a correspond- 
ing amount from the assessed value of the land : 

In Indiana. 

Mortgaged property taxable as a whole to mort- 
gagor, unless mortgage is returned by mortgagee, in 
which case deduction is allowed : 

In Arizona. 

Same as above, except that deduction may be 
claimed by mortgagor: 

In New Jersey. 

Mortgaged property taxable to mortgagor and 
mortgage as such untaxed: 

In Colorado and Idaho. 

Mortgages not considered property for purposes of 
taxation : 

In Washington. 

Mortgages are assessed 8 per cent on amount of in- 
terest promised: 

In nine counties in Maryland. 

Mortgages are assessed 4 mills for state purposes 
only: 

In JPennsylvania. 

Exemptions — general rules. — All property belonging 
to the United States, and certain other items, such as 
greenbacks and bonds, are exempt by Federal law 
from all state and local taxation. Nevertheless most 
of the state statutes reenact this exemption. 

All property belonging to the states or territories, to 
counties, towns, cities, villages, or other divisions of 
government is in the nature of things exempt. Yet 
the state statutes very generally provide for this ex- 
emption. The only exceptions or apparent excep- 
tions to this general rule are instances in which public 
property may, under some public or quasi public con- 
tract or agreement, be used for private profit or enjoy- 
ment; or in which property belonging to the munici- 
palities, or even to the state itself, is included in the 
valuation which is the basis for the apportionnumt of 
state taxes to the municipalities. 

It is a general principle, usually expressed with great 
care and detail in the statutes, and, oven when not so 
expressed, uniformly recognized and rigidly enforced 
by the courts, that private property exempted because 
devoted to a given or stated purpose, loses that ex- 
emption if devoted to some other purpose or used in 
such a manner as to yield directly or indirectly any 
private profit or enjoyment. 

As the three provisions above stated are uniform in 



all parts of the United States, all reference to them is 
omitted in the following summary. 

In many states where certain classes of property or 
the persons, legal or natural, owning or controlling 
such property, are taxed in a manner different from 
other classes of property, as, for example, public 
service corporations taxed on gross or net earnings, 
these classes of property are technically and by law 
expressly exempt from the general provisions of the 
law. But as these classes are in no sense relieved from 
any part of their proportion of the pubHc burdens, 
they have been regarded as merely technical exemptions 
and are omitted from the summary of exemptions. The 
provisions governing them will be described under 
their proper headings in other parts of the general 
summary. 

The following summary is based upon the general 
statutes of the different states. Exemptions provided 
in local or special laws, commonly found in Southern 
states but prohibited by the constitutions of most 
Northern and Western states, are not included. 

Particular attention is called to the fact that owing 
to the great variety of expressions used, certain special 
or particular provisions which are given in some state 
statutes are covered by more general expressions in 
others. Thus, for example, only one state expressly 
exempts '^nunneries," but in many others the 
same result is attained by exempting all '^religious 
societies," while in others the term is '^property used 
for religious purposes,'' and so on. So complex are 
the interrelations of the different provisions that this 
summary can serve only the most general purposes. 
wSome more special questions can be answered by in- 
specting the compilations for the individual states; 
but for any detailed or exact information reference 
must necessarily be had to the statutes and the mul- 
titude of cases interpreting them. 

Glass A. — Exemptions for religious, pious, charita- 
ble, or benevolent purposes, or for similar reasons: 

1. Religious: 

Churches — All states and territories except Alaska. 

Parsonages --$5,(XX), Connecticut; Florida, Kansas, Kentucky; 
$6,(XX), Maine; Maryland, Michigan; $2,500, New Hampshire, New 
Jersey; not over S2,(X)0, New York; North Carolina, South Caro- 
lina, Virginia, West Virginia, Wisconsin, and Wyoming. 

Religious societies oi' property held for religious piuposes— Dela- 
ware, Illinois, Iowa, Kansas; personal property to $(),(XX), Maine; 
Nebraska, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, Nortli Carolina, 
Nortli Dakota, Oklahoma, South Dakota, Tennessee, Virginia, Wis- 
consin, and Hawaii. 

Ecclesiastical societies and their stock— Connecticut and Micliigan. 

Camp meeting associations --Minnesota and New Jersey. 

Nunneries Virginia. 

Religious })ooks kept for sale by ministers or coiporteuis -Alabama. 

2. Pious: 

Cemeteries All sa es and territories except ('alifor'nia. 
Cr'«matoriums -Iowa. 
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3. Charitable and benevolent: 

Property used for charitable and (or) benevolent purposes or belong- 
ing to charitable and (or) benevolent societies or associations or 
institutions — Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, Colorado, Connecticut, 
Delaware; personal property only, District of Columbia; Florida, 
Georgia, Idaho, Illinois, Indian Territory, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, 
Kentucky, Louisiana, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minne- 
sota, Mississippi, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska; to $5,000, Nevada; 
New Hampshire, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, North Caro- 
lina, North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode 
Island, South Catolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, Texas, Utah, 
Vermont, Virginia, Washington, West Virginia, Wisconsin, and 
Wyoming. 

Grouped with the above are fraternal organizations, Grand Army 
posts, etc., lodges, etc. — North Dakota, Ohio, and Wyoming. 

Odd Fellows, order of, buildings, parts of buildings, furniture and 
equipment — Idaho; to $5,000, Nevada. 

Masons, order of, buildings, parts of buildings, furniture and equip- 
ment—Idaho; to $5,000, Nevada. 

Grand Army posts, charitable funds of — Connecticut, Kansas; $20,- 
000, Massachusetts; Michigan, Vermont, 

Soldiers' Home — District of Columbia. 

Sons of Veterans, personal property of — Michigan. 

Union Veterans' Union, personal property of — Michigan. 

Women's Relief Corps — Michigan. 

Y. M. C. A., personal property of — Michigan. 

Young People's Christian unions, personal property of — Michigan, 
Virginia. 

W. C. T. U. associations, personal property of — Michigan. 

Temperance societies — Massachusetts . 

Asylums, homes, refuges, institutions, etc. — Arizona, Maryland; for 
orphans and aged and poor persons, Rhode Island ; for orphans, 
and reformatories, Virginia; for orphans, for aged and infirm, 
and reformatories for fallen women, Washington; for deaf^ dumb 
and blind, lunatics, and orphans. West Virginia ; Home of the Friend- 
less in Milwaukee, Milwaukee Orphan, Wisconsin; for orphans, 
Wyoming. 

Hospitals — Arizona ; supported wholly or in part by state, also infirm- 
aries, Connecticut, Idaho, Maryland, Mississippi, Missouri, New Jer- 
sey, North Dakota, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Virginia, Wash- 
ington, West Virginia, and Wyoming; the Queen's Hospital, Ha- 
waii; Kapiolani Maternity Home, Hawaii. 

Widows and orphans, property of— not to exceed $1,(XX), when total 
is not over $2,CX)0, Arizona; $1,000, when total is not oyer $5,000, 
Idaho; $.500, if total does not exceed $1,000, Massachusetts; to 
$5,000, Nevada. 

Widow- or mother of deceased pensioner — $1,(X)0, Connecticut. 

Pensioned widows, fathers, and mothers — $1,000, Connecticut. 
Dependent on own exertions — $200, Florida. 

Aged and infirm, unable in judgment of assessors to contribute — Iowa, 
Maine; over 75 years, $5(K), if total is less than $1,000, Massachu- 
setts; Oregon and South Dakota. 

Poverty, by reason of, persons who in the opinion of the assessor are 
unable to contribute — Michigan, Oregon, and Rhode Island. 

Disabled persons, and maimed~~$200, Florida and Mississippi. 

Deaf-mutes, insane, and blind — to $1,000, Alabama. 

Deaf and dumb— Mississippi, 

Blind persons — $3,0{X), Connecticut and Mississippi. 

Persons assessed for less than $100 — Maryland. 

Unmarried women over 21 years of age-~$500, if total does not exceed 
$1,(XK), Massachusetts. 

Soldiers, sailors, or marines of the United States — When pensioned, 
up to $3,000, Connecticut; $800, unless property is over $5,000, 
Iowa; receiving state pension, Maine; and their widows $2,000, 
unless property is over $5,000, Massachusetts. 



3. Charitable and benevolent — Continued. 

Widows, unmarried, of the above— $800, unless property is ovei 
$5,000, Iowa. 

Persons who have served in Army, Navy, Marine Corps, or Revenui 
Service of the United States~~$l,000, Connecticut. 

Indians, estates of, Maine, Michigan; lands. New York, North Caro- 
lina, Oregon, and Wisconsin. 

Class B. — Exemptions granted for education, or the 
advancement of knowledge: 

1. Schools, colleges, and the like: 

Educational purposes generally, or educational institutions and socie- 
ties, property used for — Alabama, District of Columbia, Florida, 
Indiana, Kentucky, Maryland, Montana, New York, >Jorth Caro- 
Una, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Carolina, South Dakota, 
Tennessee, Virginia, and West Virginia. 

School property — Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, Colorado, District o! 

. Columbia, Idaho, Illinois, Indian Territory, Indiana, Kansas, Lou- 
isiana, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, New Hampshire, North Da- 
kota, Ohio, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Texas, Virginia; fret 
schools, West Virginia; Wyoming and Hawaii. 

Academies — Arkansas, Connecticut, Georgia, Kansas, New Jersey, 
North Dakota, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, Virginia, and WesI 
Virginia. 

Normal schools — Vermont. 

Colleges — Arizona, Arkansas, Connecticut, Delaware, Georgia, Indian 
Territory, Kansas, Louisiana, Maine, New Jersey, North Dakota; 
Pennsylvania, South Carolina, Virginia, West Virginia, and Wis- 
consin. 

Seminaries of learning — Georgia, New Hampshire, North Dakota 
Pennsylvania, and Virginia. 

Universities, endowment — Kansas, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin. 

Professors and president of Brown University i — to $10,000, Rhode 
Island. 

California School of Mechanical Arts — California. 

Leland Stanford Junior University—California. 

2. Libraries, library associations, etc.: 

Public libraries— All libraries not professional, Alabama, Arizona; 
free public, California, Colorado; personal property, District of Co- 
lumbia; Florida, Georgia, Idaho, Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, Kentuckyi 
Louisiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Montana, New Mexico, Oklahoma* 
Oregon, Rhode Island; personal property. South Dakota; Texas' 
Utah, Virginia, Washington, West Virginia, and Wyoming. 

Certain law libraries — Ohio. 

Private libraries — Of ministers, Alabama; $200, Connecticut; Dis- 
trict of Columbia, Idaho; $300, Iowa; family, $50, Kansas; Michi- 
gan, North Carolina; $100, South Dakota; Vermont; family, West 
Virginia; $200, Wisconsin. 

School books — District of Columbia; $50, Kansas; and Michigan. 

Books, philosophical apparatus, paintings, and statuary of any com- 
pany or association kept in a public hall — Georgia and Louisiana. 

3. Associations for the advancement of science, letters, etc.: 
Literary institutions and societies — Alabama, Connecticut, Florida, 

Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Louisiana, Maine, Maryland, Massachu- 
setts, New Mexico, North Carolina, Oregon, and Wisconsin. 

Scientific institutions and societies — Alabama, (Connecticut; personal 
property. District of Columbia; Florida, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, 
Maine, Massachusetts, Michigan, New Mexico, North Carolina, 
Oklahoma, Oregon, South Dakota, Tennessee, and Wisconsin. 

Philosophical societies — Illinois . 

Biological and fish stations — New Jersey. 

Mechanical societies— Illinois and South Carolina, 

Turner societies — Wisconsin. 

1 Other similar exemptions may be found in the charters of othef 
universities. 
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3. Associations for the advancement of science, letters,etc.— Continued. 
Art galleries, public — Wisconsin; the Corcoran Art Building, District 

of Columbia. 
Museums, free public — California. 
Virginia Historical Society — Virginia . 
Association for tlie Preservation of \'irginia Antiquities, Confederate 

Memorial Literary Society, Mount Vernon Ladies' Association of 

the Union— Virginia. 
Bunker Hill ^lonument — Massachusetts. 

Class C. — Exemptions granted in return for serv- 
ices regarded as of a public character: 

Agricultural societies— S25,(KX), Alal)ama; Arizona; stock of, Connect- 
icut; Florida, Illinois, Iowa, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, 
Montana, Nebraska, New Mexico, New York, South Carolina, West 
Virginia, and Wisconsin. 

Horticultinal societies — Illinois, ^lontana, and Nebraska. 

Industrial expositions — Minnesota and Wisconsin. 

Fire companies, or apparatus and buildings^Arizona, Arkansas, Con- 
necticut, Florida, Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, JMicliigan, Minnesota, New 
Jerse3^, New York, Ohio, Oklahoma, South Carolina, South Dakota, 
Texas, Washington, WY\st Virginia, Wisconsin, and W3^oming. 

Firemen — From road taxes, New" Mexico. 

Armories — Michigan, New Jersey, North Carolina, North Dakota, 
Ohio, and Wisconsin. 

Class Z>.— Exemptions granted for economic or 
fiscal administrative reasons: 

1. Exemptions intended to lighten the burden upon the poor or those 
of moderate means, or to encourage industry and frugality gen- 
erally : 

Abatement from all property, real and personal-^$300, Hawaii. 

Improvements in and on land to $.500 — Washington. 

Abatement from personal property — $200 each family, Kansas; used 
in connection with business, $2(X), Michigan; $100, Minnesota; $10, 
North Dakota; $100, Ohio; $300, Oregon; $1,000, Tennessee; sit- 
uated in another state, Vermont; $300, Washington. 

Cash — $100, Connecticut and Delaware. 

Household furniture, or goods, or kitchen utensils— to $150, Alabama; 
$200, Colorado; $,5(X), Connecticut; other than plate, Delaware; 
$1,0CXJ, District of Columbia; $300, Iowa; $2.50, Kentucky; $50o[ 
Louisiana; $2(X), Maine; $1,000, Massachusetts; $.500, Micliigan; 
$2.5, North Carolina; $2rK), South Dakota; $2,50, Texas; $.5(X), Ver- 
mont; $2(X), Wisconsin and Wyoming. 

Beds and bedding requisite for family— Iowa, South Dakota, and 
Wyoming. 

Wearing apparel— Alabama, Connecticut, Delaware, District of Co- 
lumbia, Iowa, Kansas, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, 
Nortli Carolina, South Carolina, South Dakota, Vermont, Wiscon- 
sin, and Wyoming. t 

Articles of personal adornment— District of Columbia. 

Provisions And seed, Alal)ama ; Connecticut ; for one year, Delaware ; 
Maryland; to $.5tK), Michigan; for one year, Oklahoma: $UX), 
South Carolina; for one year, Vermont; for six montlis, Wiscon- 
sin. 

Food for family—Iowa; for one year, Oklahoma and South Dakota; 
Wyoming. 

Fuel for family use— Connecticut, Maryland; to $.5(K), Michigan; for 
one year, Oklahoma and Soutli Dakota. 

Tools, farming- $2,5 worth, Alabama; $2{X), Connecticut; Delaware; 
$200, Idaho; .»K), Iowa; Maine; .S3(K), Maryland, Massachusetts^ 
and Vermont. 

Tools, mechanics' —.$2.5, Alabama; and implements of profession, 
Delaware; .|2(X), Idaho; S.300, Iowa; Maine; $3m, Mary laud and 
Massachusetts; $500; Michigan and Vermont. 

Tools, miners', prospector or hotiseholder — $200, Idaho. 



1. Exemptions intended to lighten the burden upon the poor or those 

of moderate means, etc. — Continued. 
Wagon — One, Alabama ; w^agon, team, and harness of teamster, Iowa; 

one wagon, sleigli, and harness, Vermont; of farmer, having tires 

three inches wide, and sleighs, gauge four feet six inches, Wisconsin. 
Sew^ing machines— One to each family wdien personal property does 

not exceed .$2.50, Alabama; one, Michigan. 
Looms and spiiming wheels, family — Alal>ama . 
Musical instruments — Used by churches, (\)nnecticut ; not exceeding 

$1,.5(X), Maine. 
Family portraits — Alabama; District of Columbia, Iowa, Micliigan, 

Oklahoma, South Dakota, and Wisconsin. 
Domestic animals^Under 1 year of age (swine and she(^p imder 6 

months), low-a; under 6 months, Maine; same as Iowa, Massachu- 

s<^tts and Michigan ; 4 months old, Vermont . 
Sheep — Ten liead, Alabama; $100, Connecticut; under G irionths of 

age, Iowa, Massachusetts, and Michigan. 
Swine — Under 6 months of age, low^a, Massachusetts, and Michigan. 
Oxen — One yoke, Alabama. 

Hogs — Tw'cnty head, Alabama; $.50, Connecticut. 
Co\\s and calves — Two, Alabama. 
Poultry — Alabama; $25, Connecticut; Iowa; $15, Massachusetts; 

$25, Vermont. 
Bees — Ten stand, Iowa. 

Deposits in savings banks — New Jersey and New York. 
IIom(\stead — When not over $20f), Ntnv Mexico. 
Possessory rights to public hinds— Idaho, Oklahoma, and other states 

by construction. 
Watch—One, $25, Vermont. 

2. Exemptions intended to adjust inequalities or to correct other incon- 

gruities in the operation of the revenue laws, to equalize the effect 
of the chosen date to wliich tlie assessment refers, to prevent 
double taxation and the like:^ 

Crops of preceding year, pioduce of soil — Alabama, Connecticut; 
grain and produce of land, Delaware; and produce, Iowa; Ken- 
tucky, Maine, Maryland, Tennessee; hay and produce sufficient 
to winter stock, Vermont; and increase of live stock. West Vir- 
ginia. 

Growing crops — California, Idaho, Tennessee, and Wisconsin. 

All fiber crops — Hawaii. 

Products, manufactured during the year and remaining unsold — 
Alabama, Tenness(M\ and West Virginia. 

Fish, while in hands of fisherman or packer not sold— Maryland. 

Produce of mines, salt wells, and oil wells, of the year and unsold — 
W\>st Virginia. 

Mortgagees— .Idaho; when not deducted, New Jersey; of nonresi- 
dents under certain conditions. New York. 

Toll roads or plank roads — Wisconsin. 

Stock on hand of mamd'acturer or tiadt^sman — Delaware. 

Stock in corporations such that no dividends are paid — New Hamp- 
shire. 

Mining clai ms Ida lio . 

Mines — For tc^n years, Maine; but not proceeds, Nevada; for ten 
years, New Mexico. 

Swamp and swale lands hnprovcments on, for ten years. New 
Hampshire. 

3. Exem|)tions intended to foster or pi'oniote certain selected indus- 

tries, to afford means of transpoilation, to])reser've roads, and the 

like: 
Irrigation ditches Private and not selling water, Arizona, Colorado, 

Idaho, and Utah; publie, when Uv(^, N(*w Mexico; all, for six 

years, Sow Mexico. 
Fruit and nut l)earing trees— For four years from time of planting 

in orchard form, California; Washington; nonbearing, Florida; 

and forest, Nebraska; fruit or forest. South Dakota. 



^ This does not include purely t<»chnica] exemptions, but ordy those 
whicfi apparently work an exemption not granted in other cases. 
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3. Exemptions intended to foster or promote certain selected indus- 
tries, etc. — Continued. 

Vines, grape, for three years from time of planting in vineyard form — 
California. 

Manufactories^ — Cotton, for five years; if total investment is 
$50,000, ten years, Alabama. Shipbuilding, for five years; or if 
$5(X),0fX) is invested, for ten years, Alabama. Beet sugar, until 
1910, Iowa; ten years, Wyoming. Certain specified industries, Mis" 
sissippi; ibid., for five years, New Mexico. Woolen mills, smelter, 
refining and reduction works, and taimeries, for five years, New 
Mexico. Oxide of zinc, or metallic zinc, three years, Wisconsin. 
Canning pineapples, jams, jellies, etc., Hawaii. 

Railroads — New roads, for ten years after 1901, Arizona and New 
Hampshire; six years, New Mexico; real estate of, for eight years, 
Vermont . 

Tree plantations, etc. — Connecticut; twenty years from 1882> 
Maine; ten years after trees reach four feet, Massachusetts; for 
fifteen years, not over $25 per acre, Rhode Island; to $1,000, 
South Dakota; belts, Wisconsin; forest lands fenced to protect 
springs, Hawaii. 

Vessels— Delaware ; in foreign trade, Massachusetts; registered in 
the state and owned by American citizens. New York; in* con- 
struction, Washington. 

Cooperative insurance companies — New York. 

Fences^ line — Nebraska. 

Fishing apparatus — $200, Connecticut. 

Imports — Delaware. 

Class E. — Exemptions by legislative contract: 

There are a considerable number of scattered exemptions granted 
to various institutions of learning, or to various industrial enter- 
prises, to towns and villages, to certain groups of persons and to 
bondholders by legislative or constitutional contract of more or 
less long standing. These are of interest rather as exceptions to 
the rule than on account of their effect upon the general figures or 
statistics of assessment or valuation. Among the most important 
of these are the exemptions of various bonds, state and local. 
There is so much variety in the practice of the different states in 
this regard and so many exceptions within each state that no gen- 
eral summary would assist in interpreting the statistical returns. 
Hence all of these are omitted here. 

5. Assessment— The term '^assessment'' as used in 
this summary includes only the two processes of: 
(1) Listing or enrolling and (2) appraising or valuing 
the property or persons to be taxed. (Cf. Cooley, 
Taxation, second edition^ page 351.) This is the 
usage most commonly found in recent statutes. In 
some of the older states, however, notably in some of 
the New England states, there are statutes still in 
force in which the term is used to cover all the proc- 
esses involved in determining the amount of tax each 
individual is to pay. That is, it includes not only the 
"assessment," appraisal, or valuation of property, but 
also the actual levy of the tax. (Cf. People v. Weaver, 
100 U. S., 539.) The phrase ''assessing the 'prop- 
erty" expresses more nearly the modern or first 
mentioned meaning, while "assessing the taxes" 
implies the older or second mentioned meaning of 
the term. No serious confusion is likely to arise 
from this difference in local usage, as the context 



1 In many states muiiicipalities are authorized to grant exemptions 
under certain limitations to manufacturing establishments. 



can be relied upon to make the meaning clear. (Cf. 
R. I. Hospital Trust Co. v. Babbitt, 22 R. I., 113.) 

In most of the states there is one general assessment 
roll in which all taxable property, with comparatively 
few and insignificant exceptions, is entered and upon 
which the state, county, and all local taxes are levied. 
This roll is variously known as the assessment roll, 
assessment list, ''duplicate," "grand duplicate," "gen- 
eral inventory," "grand list," or by other names sug- 
gestive of local practices. 

The initial assessment, or valuation and listing, of 
all property, except that of certain classes of public 
service corporations (assessed by state boards, see 
below) is usually made in districts (w^ard, township, 
county, etc.) by local assessors. (See OiFicers, above.) 
It is unimportant w^hether these officers are by law 
"state" or "local," as they make their rolls in sub- 
stantially the same manner, by districts. 

This initial assessment roll, so far as made by local 
officers, is usually subject to review and correction 
by some local board and to equalization by county 
and state boards (see Equalization, below), and to the 
roll so corrected are applied both the local and state 
rates of taxation. 

This general description fits, with some relatively 
unimportant exceptions, the conditions and practices 
prescribed by the statutes in all the states and terri- 
tories, except as mentioned below. This procedure is 
intended to produce a certain degree of uniformity 
within each state, and so far as this end can be ac- 
complished by statutory enactment, the assessment is 
made uniform. These exceptions below tend to create 
differences. 

Exceptions: (1) The follow^ing states do not levy a 
state tax upon the assessment of general property (only 
some of them, as set forth below, levy on certain classes 
of property) : 

Connecticut, Delaware, Indian Territory, Pennsylvania, and Alaska. 
(See, also, pages 670 and 674.) 

(2) In the following states the assessment roll is 
essentially a local roll, and state taxes, with the ex- 
ception, possibly, of a few fixed rates, are apportioned 
to the towns or counties in the lump, to be raised by 
them in such manner as they may prescribe; in 
these states there is not necessarily any complete 
state roll, nor any general state rate : 

Apportioned biennially, in Maine; apportioned triennially, in Massa- 
chusetts; apportioned quinquennially, in Michigan; apportioned quad- 
rennially, in New Hampshire; state tax on personal property only, in 
Pennsylvania; apportioned once in sixteen or seventeen years, in Rhode 
Island; apportioned annually, in Vermont and in Washington; appor- 
tioned decennially, in West Virginia; apportioned annually, in Wis- 
consin. 

(3) In many states, especially among those in which 
the coimties are the initial assessment districts, the 
cities, or certain cities, are by special provision, either 
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in the statutes or in their charters, allowed to make 
separate assessment rolls to serve as bases of local or 
city taxes. The states in which such provisions have 
been found in general statutes are : 

Alabama, Arizona, California, Georgia, Iowa, Kentucky, Mississippi, 
Missouri, Texas, West Virginia, and Wyoming. 

Frequency of assessment: (1) An assessment or valu- 
ation of all property is made annually and for all pur- 
poses, both state and local: 

In Alabama, Arizona, California, Colorado, Connecticut, Florida, 
Georgia, Idaho, Kentucky, Louisiana, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, 
Nevada, New Mexico, New York, North Dakota, Oklahoma, Oregon, 
South Dakota, Utah, Wisconsin, Wyoming, and Hawaii. 

(2) An assessment or valuation is made annually for 
local taxes: 

In Maine, Massachusetts, Michigan, New Jersey, New Hampshire, 
Pennsylvania, and Rhode Island. 

(3) An assessment or valuation of personal property, 
or of all property ^a^ce^^^ real estate, is made annually: 

In Arkansas, District of Columbia, Illinois, Indian Territory, Indiana, 
Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Mississippi, Ohio, South Carolina, Tennessee, 
Vermont, Virginia; for local taxes, in W^est Virginia; in Washington. 

(4) State taxes are apportioned annually in all 
states levying state taxes on general property and 
having an annual assessment, except the following: 

In Maine, every two years; in Massachusetts, every three years; in 
Michigan, every five years; in New Hampshire, every four years; in 
Rhode Island, every sixteen or seventeen jears; in West Virginia, every 
ten years. 

(5) An assessment or valuation is made less fre- 
quently than annually, as follows : 

{a) ¥ov all property —Once every four years, in Delaware^ and North 
Carolina. (6) For real estate— Once every two years, in Arkansas; 
three years, in District of Columbia; four years, in Illinois; four years, 
in Indiana; two years, in Iowa; two years, in Kansas; two j^ears, in 
Minnesota; four years, in Mississippi; four years, in North Carolina; 
ten years, in Ohio; four years, in South Carolina; two years, in Ten- 
nessee; four years, in Vermont; five years, in Virginia; usually ten 
years, in West Virginia; and two years, in Wasliington. (c) Mary- 
land has a "fundamental assessment" roll, made in 18% and revised 
in part biennially. 

Date of the assessment. — In most states the date to 
which the assessment refers is very carefidly defined 
in order to determine which of several holders of prop- 
erty in succession shall pay the tax. In only six 
states does it seem to be indeterminate or left to be 
determined by the local authorities, and even in these 
states it must fall within the comparatively short 
period allowed the assessor for making up his rolls. 

The determination of the date has a very important 
bearing on the contents of the assessment roll and upon 
the interpretation of the census figures. It is usually 
placed in the winter or spring, the object being to 

^ For local taxes only. 



avoid imposing a tax upon the harvest of the year. 
When a later date is chosen, there are elaborate pro- 
visions exempting the crops of the year from taxation . 

Property is to be assessed to the owner, and at the value it had on — 

January — 1, Florida; second Monday, Idaho; 1, Iowa, Louisiana, and 
South Carolina; 10, Tennessee; 1, Texas; real estate only, 1, Vir- 
ginia; 1, Hawaii. 

February — first Monday, Arizona; personal property only, first Mon- 
day, Indian Territory; 1, Mississippi; first Monday, Utah; personal 
property only, 1, Virginia. 

March'^-first Monday, California, Kansas, Montana, and Nevada; 
1, New Mexico and Oklahoma; first Monday, Oregon; 1, Washington. 

April — 1, Georgia, Illinois, Indiana, and Maine; second Monday, Michi- 
gan; 1, Nebraska, New Hampshire, and North Dakota; day before 
the second Monday, Ohio; 1, Vermont and West Virginia; lumher 
only, 1, Wisconsin; 1, Wyoming. 

Ma}^ — 1, Colorado, Massachusetts, Minnesota, and South Dakota; 
except real estate and lumber, 1, Wisconsin. 

June — first Monday, Arkansas; real estate only, first Monday, Indian 
Territory; 1, Missouri and North Carolina. 

July— 1, District of Columbia. 

September — 15, Kentucky; second Monday, Pennsylvania. 

October — 1, Alabama and Connecticut. ^ 

Indeterminate — Delaware,^ Maryland, New Jersey,^ New York, Rhode 
Island; real estate only, W^isconsin. 

Statement of taxpayer. — Statements under oath set- 
ting forth the amount of property owned or held under 
his control are required or may be required of each 
taxpayer in every state and territory except New 
York. 

Although in some states the taxpayer is required 
both to list and to value his property, yet in general 
the assessor or the reviewing authorities may adopt 
and enter another valuation. 

(1) In the following states the oath which the tax-^ 
payer is required to make covers the correctness and 
completeness of the list of property only, and does not 
cover the values given. Any statement made as to 
values is therefore ^^idle information.'^ 

Alabama, Arizona, California, and Delaware ; ' as to personal prop- 
erty only, in District of Columbia; in Florida and Idaho; except as to 
personal property, in Illinois; in Indiana, Iowa, and Kansas; except 
land, in Louisiana; in Massachusetts, Minnesota, Nebraska, Nevada, 
New Hampshire, North Dakota, Oregon, South Dakota, Tennessee, Ver- 
mont, Virginia; except personal property, in Washington; in West 
Virginia and ^Wyoming, 

(2) In the following states the oath covers the val- 
ues inserted, but these values may nevertheless be 
ahered by the assessor or the reviewing authorities: 

In Arkansas and Connecticut; ^ personal property only, in Illinois and 
Indiana; in Indian Territory and Kentucky; lands only, in Louisiana; 
in Maine, Maryland, Michigan, Mississippi, Missouri, Montana, New 
Jersey, 1 New Mexico, and North Carolina; personal property only, in 
Ohio; in Oklahoma, Pennsylvania,! Khode Island, South Carolina, and 
Texas; personal property only, in Washington; and in Hawaii. 

(3) Sworn statement may be required at discretion 
of assessor: 

In Colorado and Utah; of personal property and its values, in Wis- 
consin. 
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(4) Differences of opinion as to values between tax- 
payer and assessor referred to arbitration or to board 
of review. Assessor may not on his own initiative 
alone change the vahies: 

In Georgia, North Carolina, South Carohna, and Texas; if statement 
be taken, in Wisconsin; in West Virginia. 

(5) Although no statement is required and the list- 
ing is done by the assessor on best information^ yet the 
taxpayer has a right to come forward on ^'grievance 
day'' and swear to the amount and value of his per- 
sonal property : 

In New York. 

Bate of assessment. — The statutes everywhere pre- 
scribe that property shall be valued or appraised at its 
full cash value; but there are a number of cases in 
which the assessed value or the amount which is set in 
the list is legally lower than the appraised value. 
These cases are : 

For city taxes, 70 per cent, in Arizona; real estate, two-thirds, in 
District of Cohimbia; all property at one-fifth, in Ilhnois; 25 per cent, 
in Iowa; by state board of equalization 70 per cent, in Kentucky; 50 
cents on each $100, in New Hampshire; each $100 as $1, in Vermont. 

In a few cases, not all compiled, certain items of 
property are given an arbitrary valuation, as plate and 
polls in Delaware. 
Assessment of certain classes of property by state boards 

(exclusive of taxes other than those on property) : 

Eailroad property — In Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, California, Colo- 
rado, Florida, Georgia, Idaho; except the Illinois Central Railroad, 
in Illinois; in Indian Territory, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, 
Louisiana, Michigan, Mississippi, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, New 
Hampshire, New Jersey, and New Mexico; for special franchises, in 
New York; in North Carolina and North Dakota; boards composed 
of county auditors of counties through which road runs, in Ohio; in 
Oklahoma, South Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, and Utah; if 
not taxed on gross earnings, in Vermont; in Virginia, West Virginia, 
and Wyoming. 

Telegraph companies — In Alabama, Arkansas, Colorado, Georgia, Idaho, 
Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Louisiana, Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, 
Nebraska, New Hampshire, New Mexico, North Carolina, North 
Dakota, Ohio, South Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, Utah, 
Virginia, West Virginia, and Wyoming. 

Telephone companies — In Alabama and Colorado; for state taxes only, 
in Connecticut; in Georgia, Idaho, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, Missouri, N(nv Hampshire, New Mexico, North Carolina, 
North Dakota, Oliio, South Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, Utah, 
Virginia, West Virginia, and Wyoming. 

Sleeping car. dining car, palace car companies, etc. — -In Arkansas, Colo- 
rado, Georgia, Indiana, Iowa, Louisiana, Michigan, Mississippi, Mis- 
souri, Nebraska, New Mexico, North Carolina, Nortli Dakota, Ohio, 
Oklahoma, South Carolina, South Dakota, Utah, Virginia, West Vir- 
ginia, Wisconsin, and Wyoming. 

Express companies— In Arkansas and Colorado: for state taxes only, in 
Connecticut; in Georgia, Indiana, Iowa, Louisiana, Michigan, Missis- 
sippi, Missouri, North Carolina, North Dakota, Oliio, South Carolina, 
wSoutli Dakota, Virginia, West Virginia, Wisconsin, and Wyoming. 

Freight line and etiuipment companies— In Colorado, Georgia, Indiana, 
Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, North Carolina, North Dakota, 
Ohio, Oklaiioma, Utah, Virginia, West Virginia, Wisconsin, and 
Wyoming. 



Street railroads — -Florida, Georgia, Indiana, Missouri, North Carolina, 
Ohio, Utah, and West Virginia. 

Special provisions. — Improvements on land are sep- 
arately assessed : 

In Arizona, Arkansas, California, Colorado, Idaho, Indian Territory, 
Indiana; in certain cities only, in Kentucky; in Maryland, Massachu- 
setts, Montana, Minnesota, Nebraska, Nevada, New Hampshire; may 
be assessed, in New Jersey; in New Mexico; since 1903, in New York; 
in North Carolina, North Dakota, Ohio, Pennsylvania, South Dakota, 
Utah, Virginia, Washington, West Virginia, and Wyoming. 

Shares of bank stock are assessed at the bank^ in 
the name of the shareholders, at market or book value 
of shares, or at the same rate as other personal prop- 
erty, with allowance for any property assessed and 
taxed to the bank: 

In Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, Colorado; national banks only, in 
Florida; in Georgia; national banks only in Idaho; in Illinois, Indian 
Territory, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Louisiana, Massachusetts, Michigan, 
Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, New Mexico; for 
state taxes, in North Carolina; in North Dakota and Ohio; national 
banks only, in Oklahoma and Rhode Island; in South Carolina, South 
Dakota, Tennessee, and Utah; for state taxes, in Virginia; in Washing- 
ton and Wisconsin. 

Bank stock is assessed to the shareholder where he 
resides, unless out of the state, then at place where 
bank is located : 

In Maine, Maryland, New Hampshire, New Jersey; for local taxes, in 
North Carolina; in Oregon; other than national, in Rhode Island; in 
Texas, Vermont, and Hawaii. 

Bank stock is assessed in the name of the bank: 

In Oklahoma. 

Bank stock is not taxed: 

In California and Nevada. 

Banks are subject to special corporation tax: 

In Connecticut, Delaware, District of Columbia, Kentucky, Nei>e 
York, and Pennsylvania. 

c. Equalization. — There is universally some provi- 
sion for a review of the assessor's roll and for the set- 
tlement of differences between him and the taxpayer 
in regard to the assessment. 

In those states or portions of states where the town- 
ship system of tax administration prevails the review^- 
ing power is vested in a local board, either specially 
constituted for the purpose or composed of the local 
legislative or representative body. 

In those states or portions of states where the 
county system of tax administration prevails there is 
usually a combination of the power to review with 
that of equahzation proper in the hands of a county 
board. 

The methods of review are so nearl}^ uniform 
throughout the country, and the differences in detail 
have so little bearing on the contents of the assess- 

1 Shares of stock in banks assessed at par value in Wyoming. 
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ment rolls, that the provisions of the statutes relating 
to review have not been summarized. 

Equalization, in the strict sense, involves the idea 
of raising or lowering the assessment by districts or 
by classes of property in order to produce uniformity. 
It aims to correct general rather than individual or 
personal inequalities. 

The work of a town or village board of review can 
scarcely be called equalization, but the boards of re- 
view in large cities often adjust or equalize differences 
between wards or assessment districts in a manner 
which could properh^ be called equalization. 

Equalization proper usually begins with the county, 
and is completed by a state board which adjusts dif- 
ferences between the counties. 

In states having the county system of tax adminis- 
tration the functions of review and of equalization for 
the county are usually combined in the coiuity board 
of equalization in an inseparable manner. 

States in which there is no provision, or only partial 
provision, for erjualization: 

(1) No county equalization. — Alabama, (V)nneoti('iit, ^ Georgia, Louisi- 
ana, Maine, ^ Massachusetts, ^ New Hampshire, ' Rhode Island, ^ Ver- 
mont, Virginia, and West Virginia. 

(2) No state equalization. — Alabama, Arkansas, Delaware,'- Florida, 
Georgia, Indian Territory, Louisiana, Maryland, Massachusetts,-* Missis- 
sippi, Nevada, * Oregon, Khode Island, ^^ Texas, W^rmont, and Virginia. 

States in tohich there is provision for equalization: 

(1) County equalization: 

(a) County boards empowered to raise or lower any assessment 
(usually combined with pcjwers of review) — In Arizona, Arkansas, (idi- 
fornia, Colorado, Delaware; district, in District of Columbia; power to 
raise only, in Idaho; some counties, in Illinois; in Indiana, Iowa, 
Kansas, Kentucky, Maryland, Mississippi, Missouri, Montana, Ne\'ada, 
New Jersey, New Mexico, North Carolina: the annual boards, in 
Nortli Dakota; in Oregon; personal property only, exce])t at time of 
tlie triennial assessment, in Pennsylvania; in some counties in South 
Dakota; in Tennessee, Texas, Utali, Washington, and Wyoming. 

(b) Same as (a), l)ut such boards may not raise; or lowei- the aggregate 
as returned by the assessors — lieal estate only, in Florida; may raise 
but not reduce, in North Dakota; deciumial boards may raise but not 
reduce, in Ohio and South Carolina. 

(c) Among the above, boards may raise or lower classes of property 
separately 4n Colorado, Illinois, Indiana, North Carolina, South 
Dakota, and Washington. 

(d) (V)unty boards may raise or lower the assessment in any town, 
township, or other as.se.ssment district in tlio county — In some counties, 
in Illinois; in Indiana, Iowa, Michigan,'^ Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, 
South C^arolina, and W isconsin.'"' 

(e) Same as (>/), but may not lower the aggregate—In Minnesota, 
Nebraska, New York, North Dakota, Ohio, and South Dakota. 

(2) State equalization: 

{a) State or territorial board of equalization may raise or lower the 
assessment of any county -In California, Colorado, Indiana, and Iowa; 
must take 70 percent as standard, in Kentucky; once every live years, 



^Except as incidental to the apportionment of the; county taxes. 
2 No state tax. 

^Except as incidental to the apportionment of state taxes. 
^ But assessors meet annually and agree upon rates of assessment for 
classes of property. 

^Practically incidental to apportionment state and county taxes. 



in Michigan; in Montana, New Jersey, New Mexico, North Carolina; 
specified items, in Pennsylvania; real estate quadrennially, other 
property annually, in South Carolina; in Tennessee, Utah, Washington; 
decennially, real estate only, in W^est Virginia: in Wisconsin; real 
property only, in Wyoming; in any assessment district, in Hawaii. 

(h) Same as (a), but state board may not reduce the aggregate as 
returned by all assessors (or county boards) — In Arizona; not more 
than 15 per cent, in Idaho; not more than 10 per cent, in Illinois; in 
Kansas; not more than 1 per cent, in Minnesota; real estate only, in 
NeAv York; not more than 1 per cent, in North Dakota; decennially, 
for real estate only, in Ohio; in Oklalioma; not increase more than 
$3,000,000, in South Dakota. 

(c) Among the above the state board may change the valuation of 
classes of property separately — In Idaho, Illinois, Iowa, Minnesota, 
Missouri, Oklahoma, South Dakota, Utah, and Washington. 

{d) In Nebraska equalization is accomplished by changing the rate of 
taxation in each county. 

(e) State boards of equalization may raise or lower the assessment of 
any town, township, or otlier assessment district — In Comiecticut,® 
Indiana, Maine, New Hampshire; county as well, in South Carolina. 

2. Bate— 
The tax rate is the amount of tax falling on each 
unit of the base. The unit of the base in the general 
property tax is commonly either $100 of assessed val- 
uation of })roperty or $1 of the same. In the former 
case the rate is expressed as so many cents or doHars 
and cents on each $100; in the latter case^ as so many 
mills on tlie dollar, 50 cents on each $H)0 being equiva- 
lent to 5 mills on the dollar. In Vermont the rate is 
expressed as so numy cents or doHars and cents on 
each '^dollar in the grand list." But each ^'dollar in 
the grand list" stands for $100 worth of property. 

Tax rates can not Im ctunparcd directly witliout a 
knowledge of the rate of ass(\ssment determined by 
law, or custom, which, often overriders the law. In 
i seven states, as shown above, the law provides for 
assessment at less than true vahu', while in practically 
all the otliers, custom sets a value lower than the true 
one. 

In the following summary the statement of rates 
I has been abbreviated by the omission of the expressed 
i unit of the base, and it will be readily understood 
I that when the rate is giv(^n as so many 7niUs the words 
I ''on each dollar of assessed valuation of property'^ 
I have been omitted; when given in cents the words 
\ *'on each $100 of assessed valuation of property'' 
! have been omitted. 

i Limitation,^ The rate of taxaticm for state purposes 
I is limited by the constitution or by general statute to: 

I Sixty-live cents, in Alabama; 1 per cent, in Arkansas; 4 mills, in 
Colorado; 5 per cent, in Illinois; ^ 6 mills, in Louisia/ia: 25 cents, in 
i Missouri; 3 mills, in Montana; special rates for each of three funds, in 
i Nebraska; 4 mills, in North Dakota; special rat(>s for each of nine 
\ funds, in Oklahoma; 5 mills, in Oregon; 2 mills, in South Dakota; for 
i schools, 20 cents, in Texas; 4 to 8 mills, according to size of total assess- 
I ment, in Utah; 3 mills, in Washington; 4 mills, except for education, 
charity, and debt, in Wyoming; 5 mills, in Hawaii. 



^' State does not ordinai'ily levy a tax on general property. 
7 Assessed valuation is one-fifth of the true value. 
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Determination of the rate, — The actual rate to be 
levied is determined, within any limits which may be 
set^ as show^n above : ^ 

1. By general statute, subject to amendment as other statutes — In 
Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, Colorado, District of Columbia, Kentucky 
Louisiana, and Missouri; for personalty taxed by state, in Pennsylvania; 
in Rhode Island, Tennessee, and Texas; for schools and roads, in Ver- 
mont; in Virginia and West Virginia; certain rates, in Wyoming, 

2. By special statute at each session of the legislature— In Florida, 
Georgia, Indiana, Maryland, Mississippi, Nevada, New Mexico, North 
CaroHna, Ohio, and Oklahoma; occasionally, additional special taxes, 
in Rhode Island; in South Carolina and Vermont. 

3. By a state board or by some official acting under authority of the 
legislature who apportions the appropriations or certain appropriations 
on the assessed valuation — In Arizona; ^ in California, Colorado, 
Florida,^ Georgia,^ Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Montana, Nebraska, 
Nevada,^ New^ York, North Dakota, and Oklahoma ;2 on basis of 
expenditures, in Oregon; in South Dakota, Utah, Washington, Wis- 
consin, Wyoming, 2 and Hawaii, 

4. No universal state rate named, taxes for state purposes being 
apportioned in lump sums to each taxing district — In Idaho, Maine, 
Massachusetts, Micliigan, and New Hampshire. 

5. Special rates provided by the constitution or general statutes for 
schools are levied annually witliout reference to above methods of deter- 
mining the rate — one mill on the dollar, in Florida, Maine, Michigan, and 
Wisconsin. (These are popularly known as "the mill tax.") 

3. Collection.— St^te taxes, except of certain cor- 
porations, are collected by — 
(a) County tax collector: 

In Alabama and Arizona; sheriff, in Arkansas; in California, Colo- 
rado, Florida, Georgia, and Idaho; some counties, in Illinois; in Indiana, 
Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maryland, and Minnesota; sheriff, 
in Mississippi; in Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, and New 
Mexico; sheriff, in North Carolina; in Nortli Dakota and Ohio; sheriff, 
in Oklahoma; county responsible in corporate capacity, in Oregon; in 
South Carolina; some counties, in South Dakota; in Tennessee, Texas, 
Utah, Virginia, Washington, W'est Virginia, and Wyoming; the assessor 
of the division, in Hawaii, 

(h) Township collectors: 

Some counties, in Illinois; in New York and Pennsylvania; some 
counties, in South Dakota; in Wisconsin. 

(c) Towns which are responsible in their corporate 
capacity : 

In Maine, Massacluisetts, Michigan, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, 
and Vermont. 

Except on personal property unsecured, such taxes 
become due immediately on assessment, by assessor: 
In Arizona, California, Montana, and Nevada. 

Collector's compensation — by salary or per diem in 
most states, but by fees and commissions : 

In Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, 
Maryland, Michigan, Missouri,;^New York, Pemisylvania, South Carolina, 
and Virginia, 

Taxes become due: 
January — First Monday, Arkansas and Indian Territory; one-half 
real estate first Monday, California; 10, lUinois; first Monday, 
Iowa; personal property, 1, real estate, first Monday, Nebraska. 

^ The specific rates fixed by general or special statutes are omitted. 
2 Merely promulgates the rate fixed as under ^^ 1 '^ or ''2,'' above. 
2 Governor empowered to lower the rate, set under ''2," above. 



February — One-half, 1, New Mexico. 

March— 1, Indiana. 

April — 1, Kentucky; one-half, first Monday, Oregon. 

May — 1, Minnesota. 

June — 1, New Hampshire; one-half, first Monday, Nevada; one-half, 
15, Rhode Island. 

July — 1, Virginia. 

August — One-half, 1, New Mexico; 1, West Virginia. 

September — Ten days after second Monday, Idaho; 1, Maine, Mary- 
land; first Monday, North Carolina, Utah; third Monday, Wyoming, 

October — 1, Alabama; personal property and one-half real property 
tax, second Monday, California; 1, Georgia; 15, South Carolina; 
one-half, first Monday, Oregon; first Monday, Tennessee, Texas. 

November — First Monday, Florida; 1, Kansas, North Dakota; 1, 
Oklahoma. 

December — 1, Michigan; on or before 15, Mississippi; on or before 
20, New York; one-half, first Monday, Nevada; 1, South Dakota; 
one-half, 15, Rhode Island. 

No date set, or when roll is completed and notice published — Ari- 
zona, Colorado, Louisiana ; on notice, Massachusetts, Missouri, Mon- 
tana, Ohio, Pennsylvania; six days' notice, Vermont, Washington, 
Wisconsin. 

Taxes become delinquent: 

January— 1, Alabama; first Monday, Idaho; 1, Maryland; 10, Michi- 
gan; 1, Missouri; third Monday, Oklahoma; 31, Wisconsin. 

February ^One-half, last day, Colorado; personal property, 1, Ne- 
braska; 1, North Dakota; personal property, 30 days after first 
^londay, Washington. 

March— 1, Illinois; one-half, 1, or whole if first installment is not paid, 
Iowa; personal property, 1, Minnesota; one-half, or whole if first 
installment is not paid, 1, South Dakota; 1, Tennessee. 

April— Personal property, 10, Arkansas, Indian Territory; one-half 
real estate, last Monday, California; first Monday, Florida; one-half, 
last Monday, or whole if first installment is not paid, Oregon. 

May — Real estate, second Monday, Arkansas, Indian Territory; one- 
half, first Monday, Indiana; real estate, 1, Nebraska; one-half real 
estate, 31, and whole if one-half is not paid, Washington. 

June — One-half, 20, Kansas; one-half, first Monday, Nevada; one- 
half, 1, New Mexico; one-half, 20, Ohio; one-half, 15, Rhode Island. 

July-^One-half, last day, Colorado. 

September — ^One-half, 1, Iowa; sixty days after 1, Maine. 
, October— One-half, first Monday, Oregon; one-half, 1, South Dakota. 

November— Personal property and one-half real estate, first Monday, 
California; from towns, 10, Connecticut; one-half, first Monday, 
Indiana; 1, North Carolina; one-half, 1, Oregon; 2, Tennessee; 15, 
Utah; one-half real estate, 30, Washington; 1, West Virginia. 

December— Third Monday, Arizona; 20, Georgia; one-half, 20, or 
whole if first installment is not paid, Kansas; 1, Kentucky; 31, 
Louisiana; 15, Mississippi; first Monday, Montana; one-half, 1, 
New Mexico; one-half, first Monday, or whole if first installment is 
not paid, Nevada; thirty days after 20, New York; one-half, or if 
first installment is not paid, all, 20, Ohio; one-half, 15, Rhode 
Island; 31, South Carolina; 31, Texas; 1, Virginia; 31, Wyoming. 

Not fixed— Fourteen days after notice, Massachusetts, New Hamp- 
shire; sixty days after notice, Pennsylvania; six days after notice^ 
Vermont. 

Penalties for delinquency take the form of — 
(1) Collectors' fees, costs, and interest: 

In Alabama and Florida; 7 per cent interest, in Georgia; in Illinois; 
1 per cent a month, in Iowa; 2 per cent a month, in Louisiana; 1 per 
cent a month, in Maine; 4 per cent collection fee instead of 1 per cent, 
the regular fee, in Michigan; 1 per cent a month, in Missouri; 10 per 
cent, in Montana; 10 per cent, in Nebraska; 10 per cent (and see next 
paragraph), in New Mexico; Spercent, inNew York; 5 per cent, and on 
real estate, if sold for taxes, 15 per cent, in Ohio; 2 per cent, in South 
Dakota. 
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(2) Percentage of taxes: 

Five per cent, in Arizona; 25 per cent, in Arkansas and Indian Ter- 
ritory; personal property and one-half real estate, 15 per cent, one-half 
real estate, 5 per cent, in California; one-half taxes 1 per cent a month 
to August 1, and then 15 per cent on all, in Colorado; 10 per cent, in 
Idaho; one-half 10 per cent, one-half 6 per cent, in Indiana; one-half 
5 per cent plus 5 per cent if not paid with second installment, and one- 
half 5 per cent, in Kansas; 6 per cent, in Kentucky; 10 per cent, in 
Minnesota; 10 per cent, in Montana; 10 per cent^ in Nevada; 1 per 
cent plus 4 per cent at end of month plus 10 per cent collection fee, in 
New Mexico; personal property 5 per cent, real estate 3 per cent, 
November 1, plus 3 per cent June 1, plus 5 per cent November 1, in 
North Dakota; 10 per cent and interest at 12 per cent, in Oregon; 10 
per cent, in South Carolina; 1 per cent a month, in South Dakota; 1 per 
cent a month, in Tennessee; 10 per cent, in Texas; 5 per cent, in Vir- 
ginia; 8 per cent plus interest at 8 per cent, in Wyoming. 

(3) Imprisonment and action for debt: 

In Maine, Massachusetts, and New Hampshire. 

Rebates for prompt or advance payment : 

Five per cent on second installment for payment with first install- 
ment, in Kansas; 5 percent before September 1, 4 per cent October 1, 
3 per cent November 1, in Maryland; 3 per cent before November 15, 
in Oregon; 5 per cent if paid within sixty days, in Pennsylvania; 3 
per cent if paid before March 15, in Washington; 2^ per cent, in 
West Virginia; 5 per cent, in Wisconsin. 

II. Poll faxes. 

There is no poll tax for state purposes: 

In Arizona, Arkansas, Delaware, Florida, Idaho, Illinois, Iowa, Kan- 
sas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maryland, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, 
Montana, Nebraska, New York, North Dakota, Ohio, Oklalioma, Penn- 
sylvania, Rhode Island, Soutli Dakota, Utah, Washington, Wisconsin, 
Wyoming, and Alaska. 

The state or territorial poll taxes are levied on: 

Males 20 to 60 years of age, in Hawaii; males 21 to 45 years of age, 
in Alabama; males 21 to 50 years of age, in Indiana, North Carolina, 
Oregon,' and South Carolina;' males 21 to 60 years of age, in California, 
Georgia, IVfississippi,' Nevada, and Texas; males 21 to 70 years of age, in 
Connecticut,' New Hampshire' and Vermont;' males ov(»r 21 years of 
age, in Colorado, Indian Territory,' JMaine,' Massachusetts,' New Jer- 
sey,* New Mexico,' Tennessee,' Virginia and W\\st Virginia. 

Exempt are, or may be: 

The aged, in Maine: clergymen, in Hawaii; persons exempt by law, 
in Nevada and New Hampshire; firemen, in Connecticut, New Jersey, 
New Mexico, Vermont, and Hawaii; persons under guardians, in Maine; 
Indians not taxed, in California, Maine, and Texas; Indians, uncivilized, 
in Nevada; persons disabled, in Alabama and Texas; by loss of limb 
in battle, in Florida; ibid., in service of the Confederacy, in Georgia; 
infirm, in Maine, Hawaii, and North Carolina; deaf-mutes, in Alabama, 
Mississippi, and Texas; insane, in Alabama, California, New Hampshire, 
New Jersey, and Texas; idiots, in New Jersey: blind, in Alabama, Mis- 
sissippi, and Texas; maimed, in Mississippi; members of national guard 
or militia, in Alabama, Colorado, Connecticut, Vermont, and Hawaii; per- 
sons having less than $500 worth of property, in Alabama: paupers, in 
California, New Hampshire, New Jersey, and Vermont; poor, in Maine 
and North Carolina; persons unable to earn a living, in South Carolina 
and Tennessee; indigent, in Hawaii; soldiers and (or) sailors of the 
United States, in Connecticut and New Jersey, if disabled, in Vermont; 
students, in Connecticut; trustees, school, in Alabama. 



^ For methods of levying tax or reporting receipts, see text of state 
revenue systems. 



The rate is: 

$1.50, in Alabama; $2, in California; $1, in Colorado, Connecticut, 
Georgia, Indian Territory, and Indiana; $1 to $3, in Maine; $2, in 
Massachusetts and Mssissippi; $3, one-half county, in Nevada; $1, in 
New Jersey and New Mexico; in 1902, $1.29, in North Carolina; $1, in 
Oregon, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Virginia, West Virginia, 
and Hawaii. 

Levied as (1) part of general taxes on property and 
polls : 

Assessed as property at 50 cents equal to $100, in New Hampshire; 
set in the list at $2 equal to $200, in Vermont. 

(2) Military tax, or military commntation tax: 

Base, males 18 to 45 enrolled, in Connecticut and North Carolina. 
Rate, $2. 

III. Inheritance taxes. 

These taxes are levied upon property passing by 
will, or by the intestate laws, or by transfer intended 
to take effect after death, and vary in rate with the 
different classes of heirs and amounts of property. 

The details also vary greatly from state to state and 
show so few^ uniformities as to make a general sum- 
mary difficult. But there are a number of broad 
general principles easily discernible. In general, col- 
lateral heirs (including, l)y common usage in this con- 
nection, strangers in blood) are more heavily taxed 
the farther removed from the decedent, wdiile direct 
heirs are either exempted entirely or much more lightly 
taxed. It should be noted that the terms '* direct 
heirs " and "collateral heirs/' as defined for purposes of 
taxation or used to distinguish the different kinds of 
inheritance taxes, do not have their strict legal mean- 
ings. Thus brothers, nephews, and nieces are often 
grouped with the direct heirs, while strangers in blood 
are almost always included witli collateral heirs. In 
some states there are other classes. The line of demar- 
cation between direct and collateral heirs varies from 
state to state, as do the abatements allowed and the 
rates on classes interposed between direct and collateral 
heirs. At one extreme is Delaware, which taxes only 
strangers in blood; ni the other is Utah, whicli taxes 
all inheritance without distinction as to classes of heirs. 

The inheritance taxes are changing rapidly, the 
greater number of states having adopted them within 
the past ten years. Every biennial legislative period 
brings new laws, and amendments to the old. The 
courts have not fully determined the constitutional 
questions involved, and are constantly modifying the 
interpretation put upon the law. To bring the com- 
pilation down to 1905 would add at least three states 
and materially modify the statements in regard to at 
least five more. 

No inheritance tax. — There was no inheritance tax 
in 1902 in the following states: 

Alabama, Arizona, District of Columbia, Florida, Georgia, Idaho, 
Indian Territory, Indiana, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Minnesota, 
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Mississippi, Nevada, New Hampshire, New Mexico, North Dakota,^ 
Oklahoma, Oregon,^ Rhode Island, South Carolina, South Dakota, 
Texas, Wyoming,^ and Alaska. 

Collateral inheritance tax only, — The following states 
in 1902 taxed collateral heirs only: 

Arkansas, California,^ Delaware, Hawaii, Iowa, Maine, Maryland, 
Massac] uisetts, Missouri, New Jersey, Ohio,^ Pennsylvania, Tennessee, 
Vermont, Virginia, and West Virginia. 

There is a general exemption of property passing to 
charitable^ benevolent, religious, or educational insti- 
tutions or societies, or to similar institutions, when 
exempt from the general property tax, 

1. Among those usually classed as direct heirs who 
were exempt there were included : 

(a) The father, mother, husband, wife, and child, or lineal issue, in all 
of the above states. (5) The adopted child, in all except Delaware, 
Maryland, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Tennessee, (c) The descend- 
ant of an adopted child, in Arkansas and Ohio, {d) The w^ife or widow 
of a son and the husband of a daughter, in California,- Maine, Massa- 
chusetts, New Jersey, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, and Vermont, 
(e) The brother and sister, in Delaware, Massachusetts, New Jersey, \ 
Ohio, Tennessee, and Virginia. (/) Ancestors, in Delaware and Cali- | 
fornia; grandfather and grandmother only, in Virginia, {g) The niece | 
and nephew, in Delaware* and Ohio. 

2. Estates are exempt if not over (or less than) the | 
follovvdng amounts: I 

$2t50, in Pennsylvania and Tennessee; 1-500, in California, Delaware, 
Hawaii, Maryland, and New Jersey; $1,000, in Iowa and West Virginia; 
$2,0(X), in VeiTnont. 

3. Distributive shares are exempt if not over (or 
less than) the following amounts (not including exemp- 
tions brought about by abatement): 

$500, in Massachusetts. 

4. Distributive shares enjoy an abatement of, or 
are taxed on the excess over, the following amounts: 

$200, in Ohio; $500, in Maine. 

5. The rate of the collateral inheritance tax when \ 
not accompanied by a direct inheritance tax was 5 per | 
cent in all but the following states : 

2 J per cent in Maryland and West Virginia; 4 per cent in Maine. 

Direct and collateral inheritance tax. — The following I 
states taxed in 1902 both direct and collateral in- | 
heritance : | 

Colorado, Connecticut, Illinois, Michigan, Montana, Nebraska, New ; 
York, North Carolina, Utah, Washington, and Wisconsin. | 

1. There is only one state, namely^ Utah, which 
taxes all inheritances without distinction between 
heirs. 

In Utah the rate is 5 per cent on tlie excess of all estates over |10,(XX). 

1 These three states adopted an inht^ritancc^ tax since 1902 and before 
1905. 

'^ California adopted an entirely new law and included direct heirs 
in im)5. 

'■' Ohio adopted a direct inheritance tax in 1903. 

* In Delaware the tax applied to strangers in the blood only. 



2. In the following states there were in 1902 two 
classes of heirs subject to the tax and only two classes, 
direct and collateral: 

Connecticut, Michigan, Montana, and New York. And among these 
Michigan and New York taxed direct heirs on personal property only. 

{a) Among those included under direct heirs and 
taxable as such in these states were : 

The father, mother, husband, wife, and child or lineal issue, and 
adopted child, in all four states; the brother, sister, wife or widow of a 
son, or husband of a daughter, in all but Connecticut. 

(b) Direct heirs are not taxed if the inheritance comes 
from an estate^ of: 

Less than $7,500, in Montana; less than $10,000 of personal property 
(all estates consisting of real property only being exempt for direct heirs), 
in New York. 

{c) They are taxed only on their share of the estate : 

Over $10,000, in Connecticut; over $20,000, in Michigan. 

{d) Collateral heirs are not taxed if the inheritance 
comes from an estate of : 

Less than $500, in Michigan, New York, and Montana; and only on 
their share of the estate over $10,000, in Connecticut. 

{e) The rates for direct heirs are: 

One-half of 1 per cent, in Connecticut; 1 per cent, in Michigan, Mon- 
tana, and New York. The rate for collateral heirs is 5 per cent in all of 
the four states. 

3. In the following states heirs are divided into 
three classes, corresponding generally to the ideas of 
direct and collateral heirs and strangers or distant 
relatives : 

Colorado, Illinois, Nebraska, and Washington. 

{a) Among those classed as direct heirs are: 

Father, mother, husband, wife, lineal descendant, and adopted child, 
in Colorado, Illinois, Nebraska, and Washington; descendant of an 
adopted child, in Washington; brother, sister, wife or widow of a son, or 
husband of a daughter, in Colorado, Illinois, and Nebraska. 

(})) Direct heirs are taxable only on the excess of 
their shares: 

Over $10,000, in Colorado, Nebraska, and Washington; $20,000, in 
Illinois. 

(c) Collateral heirs are taxable only on the excess of 
their shares : 

Over $,500, in Colorado; $2,000, in Illinois and Nebraska. 

{d) '^ Other heirs" are not taxable if their shares are 
less than $500 : 
In Colorado. 
{e) The rates for direct heirs are : 

On taxable shares or estates, 1 per cent, in Illinois, Nebraska, and 
Washington; 2 per cent, in Colorado. 

^ One of the chief difficulties in the interpretation of inheritance tax 
laws lies in the ambiguity found in many states as to whether it is the 
size of the "estate" from which the inheritance comes or the size of the 
"share" going to a particular heir that determines the classification. 
There is frequent litigation on this point and the matter has not been 
clearly decided in many cases. The text from this point on gives in 
each case the interpretation that seems most probable. 
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(/) The rates for collateral heirs are : 
On taxable shares or estates, 2 per cent, in Illinois and Nebraska; 3 
per cent, in Colorado; 3 per cent on the first $50,000, 4i per cent on the 
second $50,000, and 6 per cent on the excess over $100,000, in Wash- 
ington. 

(g) The rates for ' ' other heirs" are : 

On taxable shares, 3 per cent on $500 to $10,000, 4 per cent on $10,000 
to $20,000, 5 per cent on $20,000 to $50,000, and 6 per cent on $50,000 
or more, in Colorado and Nebraska. The same, except 4 per cent on \ 
$10,000 to $25,000, 5 per cent on $25,000 to $50,000, m IlHnois. Double | 
the rates for collateral heirs, in Washington. 

4. Two states, namely, North Carolina and Wiscon- 
sin, recognize five classes of heirs, and their systems | 
do not admit of combination or condensation. For I 
details, see general description of the revenue systems ; 
of these states. 

IV. Corporation taxes. 

There is a tendency observable in all parts of the 
United States toward the creation of special methods 
for the taxation of corporations, the aim of which is to 
find a form of taxation to reach the taxpaying ability 
of each of the different classes of corporations in the 
simplest and most direct manner. There is no aban- 
donment of the general property tax in cases in which 
that tax can be remodeled so as to reach the property 
of corporations. But in those cases, of which the 
insurance companies afford the best example, where it 
is practically impossible to reach the corporations by 
means of tlie general property tax, tliis tax is aban- 
doned and some entirely different method applied. 
Under the original and somewhat primitive idea upon 
wliich the general property tax rested, shares of stock 
representing the property of the corporation and the 
bonds and other documents of a similar character would 
be taxable to the stock or bond holder as part of his 
property and the property of the corporation, as such, 
ignored; but it is obviously so difficult to discover and 
assess shares of stock in this manner that all but a few 
states have abandoned the attempt, and, ignoring the 
individual shareholders and bondholders, tax the prop- 
erty of the corporations. 

With the growth of corporations, almost all of the 
states have modified, in some cases sliglitly, in some 
more extensively, the general rules of taxation, so far 
as they are applied to corporations. There are but 
six states and two territories which make no material 
distinction in matters of taxation between natural 
persons and corporations, viz : 

Alabama, Colorado, Indian Territory, Louisiana, Mississippi, Montana, 
Nebraska, and Oklahoma. 

Among these, three are Southern states — Alabama, 
Louisiana, and Mississippi — which have an extensive 
system of general license taxes applicable to corpora- 
tions as to natural persons or firms. These license 
taxes have, especially in the case of Louisiana, much 
the same ultimate effect as the special taxes on certain 



classes of corporations found in some of the Northern 
states. 

In most of the other states this distinction between 
natural persons and corporations is confined chiefly to 
a difference in the methods in which the different taxes, 
commonly used, are applied to corporations. Thus, 
for example, by far the larger number of states tax 
railroads under the general property tax, but many of 
them have special boards for the assessment of railroad 
property, and these boards proceed in ascertaining the 
values in a manner quite different from that of the 
ordinary assessor. 

In the matter of the taxation of corporations, how- 
ever, the following states have departed widely from 
the older systems or methods which are applied to 
natural persons, and may thus be regarded as at the 
opposite extreme from those mentioned above : 

Connecticut, Delaware, District of Columbia, Maine, Maryland, Mas- 
sachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, New Jersey, New York, Pennsyl- 
vania, Virginia, West Virginia, and Wisconsin. 

1. The general property tax as applied to corpora- 
tions. — The general property tax is still more com- 
monly and widely applied to corporations than any 
other system of taxation. There are but four states 
which do not use the general property tax at all as a 
state tax — that is, as a tax to supply revenues for gen- 
eral purposes — but levy upon corporations by some 
other method. These are Connecticut, Delaware, New 
Jersey, and Pennsylvania. And not even these states 
have waived the right to levy state taxes, even on the 
property of corporations, under the general property 
tax. In all, corporations generally are taxable upon 
at least a part of their property for local purposes. 

So strongly intrenched is tlie general property tax 
that in many states the constitution proliibits, either 
in express terms or by implication, tlie exemption of 
corporate property from taxation under the general 
property tax or the substitution for it of any other 
kind of tax upon corporations. These are: 

Alabama, California, C\)lorado, Florida, Georgia, Idaho, Illinois, 
Indiana, Iowa, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, Montana, 
Nebraska, Nevada; except railroads. North Dakota; Ohio,i Oregon, 
South Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, Texas,' Utah; under the old 
constitution but not under the new, Virginia;' Washington, Wyoming. 

Even among these states there are variations in the 
application of the general property tax upon all or 
certain classes of corporations: 

(1) Franchises, corporate and (or) special, are often 
specifically mentioned as taxable property, and in 
other cases are frequently taxed under the general 
property tax by virtue of coming under the general 
definition of personal property. Franchises are spe- 
cifically mentioned as taxable property in : 

Of railroads, Arizona, California, Colorado, Illinois, Indiana, Ken- 
tucky; certain classes of corporations only, Louisiana; Massachusetts, 

1 These states levy corporation taxes extensively in addition to the 
general property tax. 
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Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Montana, New York, North Carohna; 
certain classes of corporations only, North Dakota; Tennessee, Texas; 
certain classes of corporations only, Utah, Washington; Vermont, 
Wyoming. 

In one state, New York, special franchises are de- 
fined as real estate in order to prevent the deduction 
of debts (bonded indebtedness) from franchises, a de- 
duction which has generally been allowed from all per- 
sonal property in that state. 

(2) ''The corporate excess/^ or the amount by which 
the market value of the capital stock of corporations 
exceeds the value of tangible and other property as- 
sessed to the corporations, is sometimes distinctly 
specified as an item of property taxable to the corpora- 
tions themselves, bringing in an item similar to the 
good will of private individuals. The following states 
are the only ones which specifically define '^ corporate 
excess'' as taxable property in this way, but it is prob- 
able that the same item is taxable in other states by 
construction of the general revenue laws. This list 
does not include states in which the '' corporate ex- 
cess" is taxable to the stockholder as part of the value 
of his holdings: 

Illinois, Indiana, Minnesota, Mississippi, Nebraska, North Carolina, 
North Dakota, South Dakota, and Tennessee. 

(3) Shares of stock (contrary to what might be ex- 
pected from the current theory of the general property 
tax and from views commonly held in regard to the 
evasion of taxes on shares of stock) are usually not 
taxable to the holder, the property which the}^ repre- 
sent being taxable to the corporation. The only states 
in which it appears that shareholders are taxable on 
their stock without reference to any taxes paid by the 
corporation are: 

Delaware, Georgia, Louisiana, and Washington. 

(4) In the following states shareholders are, how- 
ever, expressly taxable on that portion of their hold- 
ings which represents the '^corporate excess:^' 

Alabama, District of Columbia; some corporations only, Iowa; 
Maryland. 

(5) One state, Massachusetts, reaches the '^corporate 
excess'' in another way (see a, 2, page 635). 

(6) Certain items of receipts (income) are, in the case 
of some corporations, defined as property for pur- 
poses of taxation, to wit : 

Gross receipts of toll bridges and telephone companies, in Alabama. 

Gross receipts of cotton pickeries, warehouses, etc., in Alabama. 

Gross proceeds of mines, in Colorado, Nevada, South Carolina, and Utah. 

Net receipts of foreign fire, marine, and inland navigation insurance 
companies, in Illinois. 

Ibid., all insurance companies, in Nebraska and Oklahoma. 

Excess of premiums collected by insurance companies over losses, in 
Montana. 

Gross premium receipts of insurance companies, less dividends, cancella- 
tions, and commissions, in Ohio. 

Gross receipts of foreign bridge companies, in Indiana. 

Gross receipts of express and telegraph companies, in Indian Territory. 



(7) There are state boards for the assessment of cer- 
tain classes of corporations or of certain classes of 
corporate property, as follows: 

(a) Railroad property: In Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, California, 
Colorado, Florida, Georgia, Idaho; except the Illinois Central Railroad, 
in Ilhnois; in Indian Territory, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, 
Louisiana, Michigan, Mississippi, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, New 
Hampshire, New Jersey, and New Mexico; for special franchises, in 
New York; in North Carolina and North Dakota; boards composed of 
county auditors of counties through which road runs, in Ohio; in Okla- 
homa, South Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, and Utah; if not 
taxed on gross earnings, in Vermont; in Virginia, West Virginia, and 
Wyoming. 

{!)) Telegraph companies: In Alabama, Arkansas, Colorado, Georgia, 
Idaho, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Louisiana, Minnesota, Mississippi, Mis- 
souri, Nebraska, New Hampshire, New Mexico, North Carolina, North 
Dakota, Ohio, South Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, Utah, Vir- 
ginia, West Virginia, and TVyoming. 

{c) Telephone companies: In Alabama and Colorado; for state taxes 
only, in Connecticut; in Georgia, Idaho, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Louisi- 
ana, Mississippi, Missouri, New Hampshire, New Mexico, North Caro- 
hna, North Dakota, Ohio, South Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, 
Utah, Virginia, West Virginia, and Wyoming. 

{d) Sleeping car, dining car, palace car companies, etc. : In Arkansas, 
Colorado, Georgia, Indiana, Iowa, Louisiana, Michigan, Mississippi, 
Missouri, Nebraska, New Mexico, North Carolina, North Dakota, Ohio, 
Oklahoma, South Carolina, South Dakota, Utah, Virginia, West Vir- 
ginia, Wisconsin, and Wyoming. 

(e) Express companies: In Arkansas and Colorado: for state taxes 
only, in Connecticut; in Georgia, Indiana, Iowa, Louisiana, Michigan, 
Mississippi, Missouri, North Carolina, North Dakota, Ohio, South Caro- 
lina, South Dakota, Virginia, West Virginia, Wisconsin, and Wyoming. 

(/) Freight line and equipment companies: In Colorado, Georgia, 
Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, North Carolina, North 
Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, Utah, Virginia, West Virginia, Wisconsin, 
and Wyoming. 

(g) Street railroads: In Florida, Georgia, Indiana, Missouri, North 
Carolina, Ohio, Utah, and West Virginia. 

(8) Bank stock is assessed at the bank in the name 
of the shareholders, at market or book value of shares, 
or at the same rate as other personal property, with 
allowance for any property assessed and taxed to the 
bank : 

In Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, and Colorado; national banks only, 
in Florida; in Georgia; national banks only, in Idaho; in Illinois, 
Indian Territory, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Louisiana, Massachusetts, 
Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, and 
New Mexico; for state taxes, in North Carolina; in North Dakota and 
Ohio; national banks only, in Oklahoma and Rhode Island; in South 
Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, and Utah; for state taxes, in 
Virginia; in Washington, Wisconsin, and Wyoming. 

Bank stock is assessed to the shareholder where he 
resides, unless out of the state, then at place where 
bank is located: 

In Maine, Maryland, New Hampshire, and New Jersey; for local 
taxes, in North Carolina; in Oregon; other than national, in Rhode 
Island; in Texas, Vermont, and Hawaii. 

Bank stock assessed in the name of the bank: 

In Oklahoma. 

Bank stock not taxed : 
In California and Nevada. 
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Banks subject to special corporation tax: 

In (Connecticut, Delaware, District of Columbia, Kentucky, New 
York, and Pennsj^Ivania. 

(9) Bonds of domestic corporations held by non- 
residents of the state are taxable at their market value, 
the tax being payable by the corporation: 

In Marjland and Pennsylvania. 

2. Taxation ofcorporations other than by the general 
jyroperty tax. — There are general or special corporation 
taxes in every state except the following nine, already 
mentioned as making no distinction between natural 
persons and corporations: 

Alabama,^ Alaska,* Colorado^ Indian Territory, Louisiana/ Missis- 
sippi, S^ Montana, Nevada, and Oklahoma. 

The following states make a distinction between 
natural persons and corporations in matters relating to 
taxation, but in a comparatively few cases only, as 
specified below, (N. B. — Under this paragraph the 
assessment of certain kinds of corporate property by a 
state board is not treated as an exception to the general 
rule; such assessments are regarded merely as a par- 
ticular application of the general property tax. For 
the same reasons, license taxes (m corporations, when 
part of the general license system, are not included.) 

Arizona, foioi^rn insuranrt' (•om])aiiics: Arkansas, insurance compa- 
nies; (('alifoniia, since 11)08, f'()reitj;n insurance com[)anics); Florida,'* 
insurance companies, slee})in^ car com})anies, and tlie Soutbern Exj)]ess 
Company: (Jcorj^ia,^ insurance companies (('.xce])t life and ass(vssment), 
exi)icss, (elcfijrapb, and feIei)]ionc <H)mpanics; Idaho, insurance com- 
panies: Illinois, the Illinois Central Kailroad Coni])any, jmd forcijrn 
insurance com])anies, otlier tlum life, also «]] domestic eompiinies are 
taxctl on the "cor])ora(e excess'' ns ])roperty; Indiana, domestic com- 
panies taxed on (lie "corj)orate excess," f'oreiii:n insurance companies: 
Iowa, I'oreitrn insuranct^ companies: Kansas, i'onMgn insurance com- 
panies; Kentucky,'* foreign insurance c<m)panies and fonM^m buildin^r 
and loan associations: Missouri,'* f()reij2:n insurance companies: Ne- 
braska, foHMirn insurance companies aiul all domestic corporations are 
taxed on (lie "corpoiatc excess" as ])roperty; Xevv llampsbirv, savinj]:s 
banks, trust companies, Imildinjr Jmd loan associations, domestic stock 
lire insurance compani<vs. l'orei<rn insurance companies: \ew Mexico, 
sk'cpinfj: <'ar companies, express companies, and foreipi oil companies; 
Nortb Dakota, sleeping car, express, and insurance companies and all 
donu^stic companies are taxable on tbeir "corporate excess" as pro[)- 
erty; Orej^on, foreign insurance companies (since H)()3, a small general 
francbise tax): Rhode Island, telegraph and telephone comi)anics, 
express companies, savings banks, trust companies, insurance conjpa- 
nies, surety companies, building and loan associations, and street rail- 
ways; Soutb Carolina, foreign insurance companies; Soutli Dakota, 
foreign insurance companies and all domestic companies are taxable on 
tlie "corporate excess" as property; Tennessee,-* foreign insurance and 
all domestic companies are taxable on tbeir "corporate excess" as 
property; Utab, insurance companies; Washington, insurance com- 
panies, and a small general franchise tax; Wyoming, insurance compa- 
nies; Hawaii, insurance companies. 



^ Has license taxes on certain corporations as part of general system 
of license taxes. 

^Has a small annual franchise tax. 

^Corporations are taxable on the "corporate excess'* as part of tlie 
property. 

* There are also some license taxes which fall on certain classes of 
corporations. 



The following states have an extensive system of 
corporation taxes, some general and some special, 
which are distinct both in form and administration 
from the taxes applied to natural persons: 

Connecticut, Delaware, District of Columbia, Maine, Maryland,^ 
Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota,® New Jersey, New York, North 
Carolina,^ ,^ Ohio,® Pennsylvania,^ Texas,^,^ Vermont, Virginia,^, ^ West 
Virginia, and Wisconsin. 

(a) The general corporation tax. — The following states, 
all but five of which are in the list of states named 
immediately aboA^e as having an extensive system of 
corporation taxes^ levy a ^^ general corporation tax'' 
(or taxes), in the sense of levying a tax (or series of 
taxes) on all corporations, or on all corporations with 
a few definite exceptions, in a manner or form essen- 
tially difl'erent from the taxes applied to natural per- 
sons. All these states, except the five in parentheses, 
also levy important special taxes on selected classes of 
corporations, as set forth below : 

(Alabama), (since 1905, California), (Colorado), Delaware, District 
of Colund^ia, Maine, I^lassachusetts, New Jersey, New York, North 
Carolina: since KK)2, Ohio; (since 1903, Oregon); Pennsylvania, 
Texas, Vermont: since nX)3, Virginia: (Washington), West Virginia. 

Tliese ''general corj)oration taxes" take the form of: 

(1) An annual state franchise tax (m capital stock at 
comparatively high rates ami in lieu of all other taxes, 
except, in two instances, local taxes or taxes on real 
estate: 

One and on<<-hair j)er eeiU, Distriel of Cohunbia:"* at rates varying 
with dividends, New York: o mills. Pennsylvania. 

(2) An annual stale franchise tax cm the ''corporate 
excess" in lieu of all ttixes, state and local, except on 
real esttite: 

At the average rate Cor the state, Massachusetts. 

(.3) An amnial franchise tax at comparatively low 
rates })ased on tmthorized capital and not carrying 
exem})ti()n from other taxes (often combined with 
other taxes on selected classes of corporations): 

Alabama:'' (since 190'), (alifornia); Colorado, Delaware, Maine; 
<lomestic corporations, Ntnv Jersey; Xorth (^irolina, Ohio, Oregon, 
Texas, Vermont, Vii'^Hnia, West \'ir<;inia, and Washington. 

(4) Foreign corporations generally are taxed upon 
their gross earnings in the state: 
In New Jersey. 

The taxes, so called, imposed in connection with tlie 
issuance of charters to corporations, the issuance of 
authority to increase the capitalization, tlie admission 
of foreign-corporations to the state, etc., are fees. 



^ Has a few licenses on corporations. 

*^ Corporations taxable on the *' corporate excess'' as part of their 
property, 

"^ In addition to the general property tax. 
^ In lieu of all other taxes. 
» Paid-up capital. 
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(<&) Special coryoration taxes. 

(1) Insurance companies: 

Insurance companies are more often subjected to 
special corporation taxes than any other class of cor- 
porations. Special state taxes on one or more classes 
of insurance companies are found in every state 
except California (which, however, adopted such a tax 
in 1003), Indian Territory, and Nevada. 

Fire insurance companies: 

(a) Taxed on gross premiums received, no deduc- 
tions specified: 

In Alabama, 1 per cent;^ in Arizona, 2 per cent; in Colorado, 2 per 
cent; in Connecticut, foreign, outside tlie United States, 2 per cent; in 
Delaware, 1^ per cent, also three-fourths of 1 per cent; in District of 
Columbia, 1^ per cent; in Florida, 1 per cent; in Illinois, 2 per cent; in 
Iowa, companies organized outside the United States 3^ per cent, other 
foreign 2 J per cent, domestic 1 per cent; in Kansas, companies organ- 
ized outside the United States 4 per cent, other foreign 2 per cent; in 
Louisiana, graduated rates; in Maryland, 1| percent; in Massachusetts, 
foreign, 2 per cent; in Minnesota, 2 per cent; in Missouri, foreign, 2 per 
cent; in New Jersey, foreign, 2 per cent, domestic 1 per cent; in New 
York, companies organized outside the United States J per cent, domes- 
tic 1 per cent; in North Carohna, 2 J per cent; in North Dakota, 2 J per 
cent; in Ohio, 2^ per cent;- in South (J'arolina, foreign, ^ per cent; in 
South Dakota, foreign, 2 J per cent; in Tennessee, foreign 2^ per cent, 
domestic 1| per cent; in Texas, one-half of 1 per cent; in Utah, 1^ per 
cent;' in Wyoming, 2J per cent; in Hawaii, 1 per cent. 

(6) Taxed on gross premiums less losses paid in 
state and return premiums: 

In Arkansas, 2 J per cent;^ in California (since 1903), 2 per cent; in 
Idaho, 2 per cent; in Indiana, 3 per cent;"* in Oregon, 2 per cent; in 
Washington, 2 per cent.'* 

(c) Taxed on gross premiums, less return premiums 
and reinsurance premiums : 

In Georgia, 1 per cent; in Kentucky, 2 per cent; i Maine, foreign, IJ 
per cent; in Micliigan, foreign, 3 per cent; in New Hampshire, foreign, 2 
per cent; in Ohio, 2 J per cent; in Pennsylvania, foreign 2 per cent, 
domestic eight-tenths of 1 per cent: in Rhode Island, 2 per cent; in 
Vermont, 2 per cent; in Virginia, 1 per cent; in Wisconsin, 2 per cent. 

{d) Taxed on net receipts or on premiums less losses 
and expenses at the same rate as personal property: 

In Montana, Nebraska, New Mexico, and Oklahoma. 

(e) Taxed on each dollar of risks written: 

In West Virginia, one-fourth of 1 mill. 

(/) A flat fee for a general license: 
In Delaware, $100; in Mississippi, $1,000.-^ 
(g) Taxed cm net assets: 

Mutual fire, in Connecticut, three-fourths of 1 per cent. 

Life insurance companies: 

(a) Taxed on gross premiums received, no deduc- 
tions specified: 

In Alal>ama, 1 per cent;*'^ in Arizona, 2 per cent; in Colorado^ 2 per 
cent; in Delaware, foreign, 1^ per cent, domestic thirty-one one- 



1 Less property taxes paid. 

2 Made up in part by computing tax on premiums as personal property. 
^"^Less losses and commissions. 

*Less losses only. 

^ Domestic companies may deduct property tax. 

^ Less property taxes. 



hundredths of 1 per cent, also three-fourths of 1 per cent on surplus; in 
Florida, 2 per cent; in Georgia, 1 per cent; in Iowa, 2 J per cent; in 
Kansas, companies organized outside the United States 4 per cent, 
United States companies 2 per cent; in Kentucky, 2 per cent; in 
Louisiana, graduated license tax; in Maryland, IJ per cent; in Michigan, 
2 per cent; in Minnesota, 2 per cent; in Mississippi, 2 per cent on first 
year and one-tenth of 1 per cent on renewal premiums; in Missouri, 
foreign, 2 per cent; in New Hampshire, 1 per cent; in New York, 1 per 
cent, companies organized outside the United States exempt; in North 
Carolina, 2 J per cent; in North Dakota, 2J per cent; in Pennsylvania, 2 
per cent; in Rhode Island, 2 per cent; in South Carolina, foreign, one- 
half of 1 per cent; in South Dakota, 2i per cent; in Tennessee, foreign, 
2i per cent; in Texas, 2 per cent; in Utah, 1^ per cent; in Virginia, 1 per 
cent; in Wyoming, 2^ per cent. 

(b) Taxed on gross premiums less losses paid in state 
and return premiums : 

In Arkansas, 2J per cent;^ in Idaho, 2 per cent; in Indiana, 3 per 
cent;^ in Oregon, 2 per cent; in Washington, 2 per cent.^ 

(c) Taxed on gross premiums less return premiums: 

In Maine, 1} per cent; in Ohio, foreign, 2^ per cent; in Vermont, 2 
per cent. 

id) Taxed on net premium receipts: 
In District of Columbia, 1^ per cent. 

(e) Taxed on net receipts or on premiums less losses 
and expenses at the same rate as personal property: 
In Montana, Nebraska, and New Mexico. 

(/) Taxed on net value of policies and insurance in 
force : 

In Massachusetts, one-fourth of 1 per cent on net yalue and 2^ mills 
per $1,000 of insurance in force; West Virginia, insurance written, IJ 
mills. 

(g) Flat fee or license tax^ no percentage tax: 

In Wisconsin, 1300. 

In lieu of other taxes. —The special taxes on insurance 
companies are in lieu of all other taxes: 

In Alabama,'^ Arizona, Arkansas, District of Columbia,^ Idaho,^ 
Illinois,^ Iowa, Michigan, Montana,^ Nebraska,^ North Carolina, North 
Dakota, Ohio,'' Pennsylvania, South Dakota, and Tennessee. 

In the following states the so-called retaliatory law 
imposes taxes on foreign insurance companies in addi- 
tion to or taking the place of the above taxes. The 
following citation from the California Code, which is 
similar in its provisions to the laws of other states, 
shows the nature of these taxes : 

W^hen, by the laws of any other state or country, any taxes, fines, 
penalties, licenses, fees, deposits of money * * * are imposed on 
insurance companies of this state doing business in such other state or 
country, or upon their agents therein, in excess of such taxes, fines, 
penalties, licenses, fees, * * * imposed upon such insurance com- 
panies of such states or countries * * * the same obligation 
* * * must be imposed upon insurance companies of such other 
state or country doing business in this state. 

Such taxes are imposed on insurance companies: 

In Alabama, California, Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, Georgia, 
Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine, Maryland^ 



■^Companies paying property tax may deduct such tax. 
^Except on real estate. 
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Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, 
: New Hampshire, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, North Dakota, 
()}iio, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Dakota, Tennes- 
see, Texas, Vermont, West Virginia, Wisconsin, and Wyoming, 

Retaliatory clauses govern taxes entirely: 

p^ij.e._(Until 1903, California). Life— (Until 1903, California); in 
Connecticut, Illinois, and New Jersey. 

For license taxes imposed on insurance companies, 
see V. Business taxes and licenses, next section. 

(2) Banks: 

Banks are for the most part taxed under the general 
property tax, by special licenses, or under tlie gen- 
eral corporation tax, if one exists, and the special 
provisions^ so far as found, applyhig to banks, have 
been summarized under those headings. 

The only states which levy special corporation taxes 
on banks are: 

Delaware, specific taxes on certain banks by name, and one-fourth of 
1 per cent on shares; District of Columbia, 6 per cent on gross earnings; 
Maine, varying rates on different classes of banks; Pennsylvania, 4 mills 
on the dollar of the value of the shares (with other options). 

National banks are taxed by the states under powers 
derived from act of Congress (U. S. Rev. Stat., §§3701, 
5219): 

All stocks, bonds, treasury notes, and other obligations of the United 
States, shall be exempt from taxation by or under state or municipal or 
local authority. 

Nothing herein shall prevent all the shares in any association from 
being included in the valuation of the personal property of the owner or 
holder of such shares, in assessing taxes imposed by the authority of the 
state in whicb the association* is located; but the legislature of each 
state may determine and direct ^he manner and place of taxing all the 
shares of national banking associations located within the state, sub- 
ject only to twoircstrictions, that the taxation shall not be at a greater 
rate than is assessed upon other moneyed capital hi the hands of individual 
citizens of such state, and that the shares of any national banking asso- 
ciation owned by nonresidents of any state shall l)e taxed in t lie city or 
town where the bank is located, and not elsewhere. Nothing herein 
shall be construed to exempt the real property of associations from either 
state, county, or municipal taxes to the same extent, according to its 
value, as other real property is taxed. 

The slight variations which prevail in the applica- 
tion of the rule of taxation thus laid down are not suffi- 
cient to cause any essential differences in the contents of 
the assessment rolls or the meaning of the tax returns 
in the various states, and have not, therefore, been 
summarized. 

State banks when specially taxed are usually taxed 
in substantially the same manner as national banks. 

Savings banks are sul)ject to special taxation in 
several states, but there is no substantial uniformity. 
In general, the ol)ject of the special rules laid down is 
to make due allowance for the taxes paid by such 
banks on their investments, as, for example, on tax- 
able mortgages, or to encourage savings by lessening 
to a degree the burden on the savings deposits. 



The several states are: 

Connecticut, Delaware, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Hamp- 
shire, New York, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, and Vermont. 

(3) Railroads: 

Railroads are taxed for state purposes under the 
general property tax, with modifications as to methods 
of application and administration (as set forth under 
the headings above) in all states except^ the following: 

Connecticut, Delaware, lUinois (the only exception is, however, the 
Illinois Central Railroad Company), Maine, Maryland, Massacluisetts, 
Micliigan, Minnesota, New York,^ Pennsylvania, Vermont;^ and Wis- 
consin. 

Railroads are taxed for state purposes on their gross 
(or net) earnings (other than taxes merely to defray 
the expenses of railroad commissions): 

In Delaware, 10 per cent on net earnings (applied only to companies 
not paying specific taxes); in Maine, at rates ranging from one-half of 
1 per cent to 4 per cent; in Maryland, one-half of 1 per cent; in Michi- 
gan, at rates ranging from 2^ per cent to 5 per cent (repealed since 1902); 
in Minnesota, 3 per cent (since 1902 raised to 4 per cent); in New York, 
in addition to the property tax and other taxes, five-tenths of 1 per 
cent, except elevated roads, which pay 1 per cent (and also 3 per cent 
on dividends in excess of 4 per cent) ; in Pennsylvania, in addition io 
other taxes, 8 mills on the dollar; in Texas, in addition to the property 
tax, 1 per cent on gross earnings from passenger traffic; in Vermont, 2 J 
per cent, or, as an alternative, seven-tenths of 1 per cent on the property; 
in Virginia, covered by income tax at 1 per cent on net earnings in 
addition to property tax; in Wisconsin, at varying rates up to 4 per 
cent (since repealed). 

Railroads pay a license tax analogoiis to the general 
licenses on other lines of business: 

In Mississippi, North Carolina, graduated according to gross earnings. 

Railroads are taxed for state purposes on the value 
of their capital stock: 

In Connecticut, 1 per cent;^ in Delaware, one-half of 1 per cent, but 
usually commuted by legislative contract; in Kentucky, a franchise tax 
on stock in addition to tlie property tax; in Massachusetts, on stock less 
value of real estate locally taxed; in New York, unless taxed on divi- 
dends; in Pennsylvania, as part of the general corporation tax (recent 
changes in Virginia and West Virginia omitted). 

(4) Sleeping ear and similar transportation co7npanies: 
(a) Taxed according to mileage run by cars in 

state : 

In Alabama, $1 to $.500;'^ in Mississippi, $200- 

(h) Taxed on value of capital stock employed in 
state : 

In Arkansas, Ofiio, South Carolina, and Wisconsin. 

(c) Taxed on gross receipts in state: 

In Delaware, 1 J per cent; in Florida, one-half of 1 pov cent ; in Geor- 
gia, 2| per cent (repealed); in Maine, 1 per cent; iu Maryland, 2 per 



' Real estate not used in the operat ion of the roads is usually taxable 
as property, wliatevei' the system. 

'^ Real estate taxable as propei'ty for state purposes and so defined as 
to practically include all property: l>ut the state rate is very low. 

^ But the general proi)erty tax is an alternati\'e open to the companies. 

*And funded and floating indebtedness. 

5 Changed in 1901 to $l,25() annually. 
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cent; in Michigan;' in Minnesota, 3 per cent; in New Jersey, 2 per 
cent; in New York, same as railroads; in Pennsylvania, same as rail- 
roads; in Texas, 2^ per cent; in Vermont, 5 per cent. 

(d) Taxed a flat rate for each car or company: 
In North Dakota, $100 ;2 in Tennessee, $2,.500. 

(e) Taxed on net income: 

In Virginia. 

(5) Telegrajyh companies: 

(a) Taxed according to mileage : 

In Alabama, Connecticut, Delaware, T(innessee, Vermont,^ Viiginia;^ 
West Virginia (foreign), Wisconsin. 

(h) On gross earnings : 

In Georgia, 2| per cent; in Maine, at graduated rates np to 4 per 
cent; in Maryland, 2 per cent; in Michigan, 3 per cent; in New Jersey, 
2 per cent; in New York, five-tenths of 1 per cent; in North Carolina, 
2 per cent; in New Mexico; in Pennsylvania, 8 mills per $1; in Rhode 
Island, 1 per cent; in Vermont, 3 per cent;-** in Virginia.^ 

(c) Taxed on messages sent: 
In Texas, one-half cent to 1 cent, 

(6) Telephone companies: 

(a) Taxed according to mileage : 

In Alabama, Connecticut;'^ in West Virginia, foreign. 

Q)) Taxed on gross receipts: 

In Delaware, 4 per cent; in Georgia, 2^ per cent; in Maine, at gradu- 
ated rates up to 4 per cent; in Maryland, 2 per cent; in Michigan, 3 per 
cent; in New Jersey, 2 per cent; in New York, five-tenths of 1 per cent; 
in North Carolina, 2 per cent; in Pennsylvania, 8 mills per |1 ; in Rhode 
Island, 1 per cent; in Vermont, 3 per cent. 

(c) Taxed on instruments : 

In Tennessee, at rates graduated by size of counties; in Texas and 
Virginia, 

(7) Express companies: 
(a) License tax: 

In Alabama, $4,000; in Florida, Southern Express Company, $2,500; 
in North Dakota, graduated according to size of stations; in Tennessee, 
at rates varying with mileage; in Virginia, by mileage; in West Vir- 
ginia, by mileage, foreign. 

(h) On gross earnings: 

In Connecticut, 5 per cent; in Delaware, 5 per cent; in Georgia, 2^ 
per cent; ^ in Maine, 2 per cent; ^ in Maryland, 2 per cent; in Minnesota, 
6 per cent; in New Jersey, 2 per cent; in New Mexico, 2 per cent; in 
New York, five-tenths of 1 per cent; in North Carolina, 2 per cent; in 
Ohio, 2 per cent;^" in Pennsylvania, 8 mills per $1; in Rhode Island, 
1 per cent; in Texas, IJ per cent; in Vermont, 4 per cent. 

V. Business taxes and licenses. 

The states of Alabama; Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, 
Louisiana, Maryland, Mississippi, Missouri, North 

1 Regarded as unconstitutional. 

2 Reported to be a dead letter, but still in the statutes. 
^ Optional with gross earnings tax. 

* And gross earnings tax. 
^Optional with mileage tax. 
^' And mileage tax. 
"^ And on each receiver. 

^ Unless property taxes amount to 2| per cent of gross earnings. 
^ Less taxes levied on real estate owned and used by express com- 
panies. 

^^ Less- what is paid for transportation of freight. 



Carolina, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Texas, Virginia, 
and West Virginia — in short, all the Southern states 
except South Carolina (which gives the revenues from 
a similar system to the counties) — have an extensive 
system of state license taxes which amounts to a com- 
plete or nearly complete excise system, supplementing 
the state general property tax and in part taking its 
place. In all the other states these taxes appear only 
sporadically as state taxes, being left almost entirely 
to the municipalities. 

In general, these taxes are levied under what the 
courts have called the police or regulative power rather 
than under the taxing power of the government. But 
in many instances, especially in the above mentioned 
states, they have developed to such a degree that it is 
impossible to distinguish them economically from true 
taxes. 

The character of these taxes is such as practically to 
defy c) assification. The motives, too , under which they 
are levied are mixed. Many of them, such as the tax 
on liquor dealers, games, and amusements, are partly 
regulative and partly sumptuary; that is, they are 
levied in the first instance to restrict and control the 
taxed industry, but the rates are often determined by 
the fact that the enjoyment or use of these things is 
evidence of an ability to pay taxes. Another group, 
such as the taxes on itinerant vendors, peddlers, 
auctioneers, etc., seems to be dictated by the idea that 
these compete, in an irregular way, with established 
industries which pay the regular taxes. Still another 
group, like the taxes on lawyers, abstract companies, 
commission merchants, agents, brokers, etc., seems to 
be designed to reach occupations which, while afford- 
ing good incomes, do not require the use of much, if 
any, taxable property. 

As one of these motives which gives character to the 
taxes is rarely found in any case unmixed with the 
others, classification along these lines would be more 
or less arbitrary and largely a matter of opinion. It 
is probably on this account that in the more advanced 
of the general state license laws the attempt to classify 
the taxes has been abandoned and a simple alphabet- 
ical list given. Such an alphabetical list is given below 
and will probably serve all the purposes which can be 
expected of this compilation. 

Inasmuch as these taxes, where extensively used, are 
carefully fitted into and adjusted to the other existing 
taxes in the general system of each state, there are a 
number of apparent gaps w^hich can not be accounted 
for without reference to the other taxes. For example, 
Louisiana places a license tax on banks and Tennessee 
does not, but Tennessee taxes banks in other ways 
which Louisiana does not. 

These taxes are occasionally in lieu of all other taxes. 
Instances in which this is the case can be found in the 
special description for each state. 

In many instances the rates are cited in a very abbre- 
viated form, as long schedules could not be inserted 
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here. The full rates are given in the special descrip- 
tions of each state. When not otherwise stated or 
obvious from the nature of the tax, the rates are the 
annual charges. The briefest possible catchwords have 
been sought and all such phrases as '4 he business of'^ 
or '^dealing in/ etc.. have been cut out whenever 
possible. 

Abstract companies— $5 to $20, Alabama; $5 to $25, Georgia; $10 to 
S50, Tennessee. 

Advertising companies — ^$10 to SKX), Tennessee. 

Agencies, miscellaneous — In 13 classes, $5 to $120, Louisiana; renting 
houses, $10 to $30, Virginia. 

Alcohol — $50, Hawaii. 

Architects— $10, Georgia. 

Auction sales — 5 per cent gross, Florida; 2^ per cent gross, Maine; 
wines, etc., 2^ per cent, goods imported IJ percent, Michigan; 1^ per 
cent, Missouri; of certain articles, indeterminate, Ohio; 3 per cent, 
Pennsylvania; one-fourth of 1 per cent, Virginia; 2 per cent, West 
Virginia. 

Auctioneers— $5 to $50, Alabama; $10, Delaware; $25, Georgia; $20, 
Idaho; $2, Maine; various rates, Maryland; $5 to $30, Mississippi; 
$75, six months^ Missouri; various rates, Ohio; $250 to $3,000, Penn- 
sylvania; $5 to $20 transient, per week $20, Tennessee; $10, Texas; 
$50 to $130, and various by sales, Virginia; $5 and $2 per thou- 
sand of population, West Virginia; $15 to $6(X), Hawaii. Land in 
towns : $10 and one-half of 1 per cent of gross sales, Florida ; $1(X) and 
one-fourth of 1 per cent, Virginia. 

Bankers, private— $100, Delaware; $10 to $100, Florida; $30 to $100 
per quarter, Idaho; in 4 classes, $75 to $500, Louisiana; 1 per cent of 
receipts, Pennsylvania; $50, Texas; $50 to $250, Virginia; $750, 
Hawaii. 

Banks— $10 to $100, Florida; in 14 classes, $50 to $4,500, Louisiana; 
$250, Alaska. Foreign: 2J per cent gross profits, minimum $1,000, 
Louisiana. 

Barber shops — $2 .50 per chair, Mississippi. 

Baseball parks, etc.— $25 to $50, Alabama; $25 to $50, Georgia; $10 to 
$25, Tennessee; $25, Texas. Public parks— $100, Tennessee. 

Bicycle renting and dealers — $5 to $15, Alabama; $10, Georgia; $10, 
Tennessee; $5 to $10, Mississippi. 

Billiard tables— $25 to $50, Alabama; $25, Florida; $25, Georgia; $15 
per quarter, Idaho; $10, Louisiana; one $50, each additional $25, 
Maryland; $25 to $75, Mississippi; first $20, each additional $10, 
Missouri; $20, Texas; $50 for one and $25 each additional, Virginia; 
$75 for first and $25 each additional, West Virginia ; $15, Alaska; $25, 
Hawaii. Not connected with saloon; $10, Florida. Dealers in, in 
each county; $100, Georgia. 

Billposters — $5 to $25, Alabama; $10 to $50, Tennessee; $5, Mississippi. 

Bond makers — $50, Alabama. 

Book agents, except those selling religious books, and soldiers of the 
Civil War, or indigent and disabled persons selling in county of resi- 
dence — $10 per county, Alabama; and pictures $10, Florida; $10, 
Virginia. 

Bottlers— $25, Alabama ; $125 to $500, Pennsylvania ; $5 to $25, mineral 
water $20, Mississippi ; $10 to $75, Tennessee ; $200, Alaska. 

Bowling alleys— $25, Alabama; $15, Florida; $25, Georgia; $5 per 
quarter, Idaho; $25 to $50, Kentucky; $10, Louisiana ; $10, Missouri; 
$100, Texas; $25 for one and $10 each additional, Virginia; $40 for 
first and $10 each additional, West Virginia; $25, Hawaii. 

Brewers— $100, Alabama; $100 each county, Florida; $300, Georgia; 
$200, Kentucky; $20 to $6,250, Louisiana; $60, New Mexico; $1,000 
and $250 to $6,000, Pennsylvania ; $250, Tennessee; $5 semiannually, 
Virginia; $50 to $550, West Virginia; $500, Alaska; $2.50, Hawaii. 
Agents: $25, Kentucky; $50 to $250, Tennessee. 

Brokers— $5 to $50, Alabama; $100, Delaware; $10 to $100, Florida; 
$100, Indiana; $25 to $100, Maryland; $25 to $75, Mississippi; $50 
to $1,000, Missouri; 1 per cent of receipts, Pennsylvania; $25 to $.50, 



Tennessee; $50, Texas; $100 to $1.50, Virginia; $50 to $100, West 
Virginia; $100, Alaska. Coupon: $500 to $1,000, Virginia. Mer- 
chandise: $2.50 to $25, Alabama; factoi-s and commission men, in 17 
classes, $25 to $1,750, Louisiana; $7.50 to $30, Tennessee; $100, 
Virginia. 

Building and loan association or agents — $10, F'lorida; $25 to $250, 
Mississippi; $25, Wyoming. 

Butchers, meat markets, retail— $10 to $15, Mississippi; $5 to $15, 
Tennessee; $15, Alaska; $10 to $100, Hawaii. 

Checkroom— $10 to $20, Tennessee. 

Cigar and tobacco dealers— $5 to $10, Alabama; $5, FTorida; S5 to $10, 
Tennessee; $5, Virginia; $15, Alaska; $10, Hawaii. Manufacturers: 
1 per cent of product up to |1,(XX), one-half of 1 per cent of excess over 
$1,(KX), Kentucky; $20 to $0,2,50, Louisiana ; .$25, Alaska. 

Cigarette dealers, retail— $5 to $35, Alabama; $10, Georgia; $10, 
Kentucky; $10, Maryland; $10, Mississippi; $5, Missouri; $15, Ohio; 
$10, Texas; $10, West Virginia. Manufacturers: 2^ percent prod- 
uct, Kentucky; $20 to $6,2,50, Louisiana. Dealers, wholesale: $100, 
Kentucky; $30, Ohio; $,50, West Virginia. Foreign dealers: 5 per 
cent, Kentucky. 

Circuses— $UX) to $1.50 per day, Alabama; $100, Delaware; $200, 
Florida; $100 to $500 per day, Georgia; $10 each exhibition, Idaho; 
various rates up to $50, Kentucky; .130 to $500, Louisiana; $50 to 
$1,50, Mississippi; $1,000, Pennsylvania; $25 to $200 per day, Ten- 
nessecv; $100 to $2.50 per exhibition, Texas; $20 to $100 per day and 
5 per cent of receipts, Virginia; $.50 to $75 eacli exhibition, West Vir- 
ginia; $100, Wisconsin. 

Coal agents or dealei's— $5 to $20, Alabama; $5 to $30, Tennessee; 
$12..50 to $30, Mississippi. 

Cockpits— $.50, Texas. 

Coke agents or dealers— $5 to $20, Alabama; $5 to .$.30, Tennessee. 

Cold storage— $10, Alabama; $10 to $1,50, Tennessee. 

Collecting agencies — .$10 to $25, Alabama; $.50 each county, Georgia; 
$.30 to $400, Louisiana; $10 to $25, Tennessee. 

Commercial or mercantile agencies — $300, Alabama; $.50 in each 
county, Georgia; $11 to $125, Tennessee; $.500, Texas. 

Commission merchants — $5 to $.50, Alabama; $25, Delaware; $5, 
North Dakota; $.50, Mississippi; $25 and $.50, Texas; $.50, and ad 
valorem on commissions, Virginia; $5, Washington. 

Common criers— $.5, Virginia. 

Construction companies $25, Alabama; $1,5 to .$.50, Tenncvssee. 

Convey ancers—$l 0, Delaware . 

Corporations:— Domestic; If capital stock is over $25,000, 2 cents per 
$1,000, Colorado. Foreign: 4 cents per $1,000 of capital stock, but 
if par value per share is less than $1, 2^ cents per $1,000 shares, Colo- 
rado; $10 to $.50, Vermont. Not subject to specific licensees; $10 to 
$500, Alabama. 

Cotton buyers or brokers— $10, Alabama; $2,5, Mississippi; $5 to $25, 
Tennessee; $10 to $35, Texas. 

Cotton presses and ginneries — $20 to $6,2.50, Louisiana; round bale $15 
to $30, compress $.50 to $1.50, gins $25, Mississippi; $25 to $150, 
Tennessee. Weighers: $10 to $,35, Mississippi. 

Cottonseed buyers — $10, Mississippi. 

Cottonseed oil —.$20 to $6,2.50, Louisiana; $175 to $250, Mississippi; 
$15 to $3.50, Tennessee; .$25, Texas. 

Dances or halls — $5, Alabama; $10, Mississippi. 

Debenture companies"-,$100, Mississippi. 

Dentists $25, Connecticut; $10, Delaware; $10, Florida; .$5 to $120, 
Louisiana; $10, Mississippi; $10 to .$25, Virginia. Itinerant: $5, 
Texas. 

Detective agencies — $.50, Alabama; $.50, G(H)rgia; $.50, Maine. 

Dispensary, municipal— $2,50 and $250 per 1,000 population (H30.3), 
Alabama. 

Distillers ~$25, Alabama; $100 each co-mty, Florida; $75, Kentucky; 
$20 to $6,2.50, Louisiana; ,$.50, Mississippi; $200, New Mexico; $100 
to $2,000, Pennsylvania; $10 to $250, brandy $5 to $10, Tennessee; 
$.30 and up, brandy separate rates, Virginia; $.50 to $.550, West Vir- 
ginia; .$2.50, Hawaii. 
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Dog figlits~-$500, Texas. 

Dog shows and pony shows (trained aninmls) — $25 to $35 per day, Ala- 
bama; $10 to $30 per day, Georgia; $25 per da}^ Mississippi; $15 to 
$30 per day, Tennessee. 

Dogs— Males: $1.15, Maine; $1, Maryland. Females: $3.15, Maine; 
$2, Maryland. Kennels: $10 to $20, Maine; one dog $1, each addi- 
tional 50 cents, Virginia. 

Druggists ^$10, West Virginia; $50, Alasica. Selling liquor: $75, 
Kentucky. 

Drununers~~$75 to $125, Idaho; $50, Micliigan; |()0, Ohio; $250 per 
island, Hawaii. 

Dummy railroads— $10 to $40, Alabama. 

Editors"-$5 to $120, Louisiana. 

Electric light and power— $15 to $100, Alabama; |10 to $100, Florida; 
20 classes, $20 to $6,250, Louisiana; $25 to $75, IMississippi; $10 
to $750, Tennessee; $300, Alaska. Foreign: $5 per $1,000 gross 
receipts, Louisiana. 

Elevator companies — $10 to $20, Alabama. 

Emigrant agent — Each county, $500, Georgia. 

Express companies — $10 to $200 per city, Florida; 10 classes, $30 to 
$400, Louisiana; $aX) and $1 per mile of track, Mississippi: $500 to 
$2,000, Tennessee. Transfer companies: $50, Alaska. Foreign: $10 
per $1,000 gross receipts, Louisiana. 

Feather renovators — $10 in each county, Alabama; $50, Mississippi; 
$2.50, Tennessee. 

Fees, persons buying fees of officers — $2.50 to $100, Tennessee. 

Ferries — $5 to $75, Alabama; indeterminate, Idaho; $3 to $50, Indiana; 
other than steam $5 to $10, steam $75 to $150, Mississippi; $2 to 
$5,000, Missouri; $5 to $50, Tennessee; steam, $100, Alaska. 

Fertilizer manufacturers — $25 to $100, Mississippi; $50, New Hamp- 
shire; each brand, $20, Ohio; $15 to $30, Pennsylvania; to sell, $100, 
Vermont; $20, Virginia. 

Fishermen— $2.50 to $50 monthly, Washington. 

Fortune tellers — $5, Alabama; each county, $50, Mississippi; $10, 
Tennessee; each county, $10, Texas. 

Fraternal and benevolent societies — Soliciting membership: In four 
classes, $150 to $375, Louisiana. 

Fruit stands—$2.50 and $5, Alabama; $2.50 and $5, Tennessee. 

Futures, dealers in— $200, Alabama; $1,000, Georgia; $200 to $400, 
Tennessee. 

Gambling — First month $100, subsequent months $75, Nevada. 

Game tables or games— $25 to $50, Alabama; cane racks, $50, Missis- 
sippi; $10 to $25, Tennessee; $25, Texas; bagatelle, $10 for one and $5 
each additional, Virginia; bagatelle, $25 for first and $10 for others, 
West Virginia. 

Gas works or companies— $15 to $100, Alabama; $10 to $100, Florida; 
20 ciasses, $20 to $6,250, Louisiana; $30 to $100, Mississippi; $50 to 
$700, Tennessee; $300, Alaska. 

Guides — Resident $1, noniesident $20, Maine. 

Gypsies and traders — $25 each county, Alabama; $25 each county, 
Georgia; $50, Maryland; $50, Mississippi. 

Hack lines —$25, Mississippi. 

Hacks and omnibuses -$2.50 to $5, Mississippi. 

Halls, public— $10, Alaska; $10 to $25, Alabama. 

Horse dealers — 40 cents per animal sold, Alabama; for whole state, 
$50, Mississippi. 

Hotels and boarding houses— $10 to $150, Florida; $10, Kentucky; in 
10 classes, $40 to $600, Louisiana; $1, .Maine; $10 to $75, Mississippi; 
$20 to $(30, New Mexico; 50 cents per room, Tennessee; $5 and per- 
centage on rental, Virginia; 3 per cent rental, West Virginia; $2 to 
$50, Hawaii; hotels $50, boarding houses $15, Alaska. With liquor 
licenses: $60 to $235, Kentucky. 

Hunters — Deer: $5, Maine. Birds: $10, South Dakota. Animals: 
$25, for residents $1, South Dakota; for residents $1, for non- 
residents $10, W^ashington. 

Ice factories or dealers — $15 to $50, Alabama; $25 to $100, Mississippi: 
$5 to $100, Tenne: see; dealers, $10 to $50, Texas. 

Illuminating oils — {h cent per gallon, Alabanui, 1903). 



Insane asylums — $50 first 3^ear, $25 per year thereafter, Connecticut. 

Insurance brokers or agents — $10, Connecticut; foreign, $25, Delaware; 
$5 to $25, Florida; in each county $10, traveling $50, Georgia; $3, 
Idaho; $100 for state, $25 for one county, Maryland; of unautliorized 
companies, $20, Massachusetts; $10 to $40, Mississippi; $10, Missouri; 
$25, Nebraska; of foreign company, $20, New Jersey; $10, New Mex- 
ico; foreign life, $100, Oi-egon; $5, Texas; $100, Virginia; fire $2, 
marine $50, Washington; $25, Alaska. Solicitors: $5, Oregon. 

Insurance companies— $200, Florida; $50, Idaho; life, 69 classes, $150 
to $5,250, fire, marine, etc., 30 classes, $150 to $4,500, Louisiana; 
guprantee $100, accident $250, fire adjusters $25, fire $1,000, general 
$250 to $1,000, Mississippi; fire, life, and accident $100, casualty and 
surety $20, Nevada; $50, New Jersey; fire $50, others $100, Oregon; 
foreign life and accident assessment plan, $25, Wyoming. For plate 
glass: $50, Florida. Annual statement: $5, Oregon. Doing a bank- 
ing business: $50, Alabama. Not caiDitalized: $1 per $1,000 on gross 
premiums, Colorado. 

Intelligence offices— $25, Virginia; $10, Tennessee. 

Itinerant traders or vendors — $50, Alabama; $100, Connecticut; drugs 
and medicines, $500, others per county $50, Florida; each county, 
$25, Georgia; of drugs per month, $100, Illinois; $5 to $20, Indiana; 
of drugs, $100, Iowa; $100, Kentucky; $25, Maine; $25, Massachu- 
setts; $25, Michigan; each county, $35, Mississippi; $25, New Hamp- 
shire; $25, New Jersey; $25, Ohio; $25, Rhodp Island; $100, Tennes- 
see; $10 to $100 per month, Texas; $25, Vermont; $50, Wisconsin. 

Jewelers — $5 to $125, Louisiana; $25, Alaska. 

Jugglers— $25, Delaware; $25, Texas. 

Junk dealers— (1903) $150, Alabama; $15 to $50, Mississippi; $50, Vir- 
ginia. Canvassers: $25, Virginia. 

Land agents— $10, Florida; $5, Texas; $10 to $50, and one-eighth of 10 
per cent on sales, Virginia. 

Land stock companies — $10 to $25, Tennessee. 

Laundries — $10, Alabama; steam, $10, Mississippi; $7.50 to $50, Ten- 
nessee; steam, $10, Texas; $50, Hawaii. 

Lawyers— $10, Delaware; $10, Florida; $10, Georgia; $5 to $120, 
Louisiana; $10, Mississippi; $5, Texas; $15 to $25, Virginia. 

Legerdemain, or sleight of hand— $10, Alabama. 

Lighting companies— $10 to $100, Tennessee. 

Lightning rod agents — $50, Alabama; $100, Arkansas; per county, $10, 
Florida; $50 each county, Georgia; $100, Indian Territory; double 
peddlers' rates, Kentucky; $200, Louisiana; $100, Mississippi; $300, 
New Hampshire; $100, Tennessee; $100, Texas; $20, Virginia; $50, 
West Virginia. Dealers: $30, Texas. 

Liquor — Liquor licenses, local: State receives one-fourth, Massachu- 
setts, Rhode Island. Liquors imported in original package: spiritu- 
ous, $300, Michigan; malt, $100, Michigan. Liquor dealers, general: 
$500 each county, Florida; each place of business, $200, Georgia; 
$100 to $500, Idaho; $300, Indian Territory; $100, Indiana; 1 to 
5 gallons $400, 5 gallons $200, Mississippi; ad valorem tax, Mis- 
souri; $350, Ohio. Sale and manufacture of distilled liquors and 
wines: 10 cents per gallon, Missouri. Ava, sold at auction: Each 
taxation district, $100 to $1,000, Hawaii. Liquor dealers, spirit- 
uous, vinous, or malt: Retail— $200 to $350, Alabama; $300 plus 
2 per cent plus $1, Arkansas; $25, Colorado; $18 to $150, Mary- 
land; $900 to $1,200, Mississippi; $100 to $400, New Mexico; $25 to 
$100, Pennsylvania; $150 to $200, Termessee; $300, Texas; $75 to 
$125, Virginia; $350, West Virginia; $1,000, Hawaii; in local option 
districts on prescription— $200, Texas; in theaters — $150, West 
Virginia. Liquor dealers, spirituous, vinous, or malt, at retail on 
steamboat, water craft, or sleeping, dining, or bufl'et car: $350, Ala- 
bama; $100, Arkansas; $200, Georgia; $2(XI, Tennessee. Saloons, 
barrooms, beer gardens, etc.: in 8 classes, $100 to $1,500, Louisiana; 
$75 to $125 and 15 per cent of rental, Virginia. Malt only, small 
towns: $40, Virginia. Sample liquor merchants: $350, but in small 
towns $60, Virginia. Liquor dealers, malt only; Retail — one-fourth 
rates for all, Alabama; $200 in each county, Georgia; $50, Ken- 
tucky; $50, Texas; small towns, $30, Virginia; and wines, $200, 
Hawaii. Apple and peach brandy, by distiller: $100, West Virginia. 
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Liquor dealers, vinous only: Retail —one-tenth rates for all, Ala- 
bama. Liquor, retail: JSpirituous and vinous — $100, Kentucky. 
Liquor dealers, spirituous, vinous, and malt: Wholesale — $350, Ala- 
bama; $100, New Mexico; $100 to $1,000, Pennsylvania: $300, 
Texas; $200, Tennessee; $350, Virginia; $3.50, West Virginia; $500, 
Hawaii. Liquor dealers, w^holesale, malt only: $50, Arkansas; 
$25 to $100, Mississippi; $150, Virginia. Whines, ales, and mineral 
waters: $200, Kentucky. Hopfen weis, cider dealers, etc.: $500, 
Mississippi. 

Litigation— $2.50 to $7.50, Tennessee. 

Livery stables— $5 to $50, Florida; $10 to $60, Mississippi; $10, New 
Mexico; $10 to $40, Tennessee; 30 cents per stall, 30 cents per hack, 
Texas ; $15 to $25, and 50 cents per stall, Virginia ; $25 to $50, Hawaii. 
W^agon yard: $5, Texas. Hack driver: $10, Virginia. Baggage 
w^agons: $5, Virginia. 

Lumber yards — $10 per 100,000 feet of sales, Mississippi. 

Manufacturers— $5 and $1 on fir-st $1,000 cost raw materials and 10 cents 
per $100 over $1,000, millers exempt, Delaware; in 25 classes, $15 to 
$8,000, Louisiana; ad valorem, Missouri; as merchants, Alaska. Of 
cigars: 25 cents per woi'kman, Florida. 

Matrimonial agents — $100 in eacli county, Georgia. 

Menageries— $25, Alabama; $30 to $500, Louisiana. 

Merchants and mercantile^ cstal)lishments— $1 to $3, Florida; wholesale, 
16 classes, $50 to $3,500, retail, 24 classes, $5 to $3,500, Louisiana ; $12 
to $150, Maryland; $2.50 to $250, Mississippi; ad valorem, Missomi; 
$10 to $150, New Mexico; ad valorem, Pennsylvania; $3 to $300, 
Texas; $5 to $10 and ad valorem on purchases, Virginia ; $10 to $500, 
Alaska; provisions and drugs $50, general merchandise $50 and three- 
eighths of 10 per cent on excivss over S20,(X)0, Hawaii. Selling 
1 iq uors $ 100 , Kentucky . 

Merry-go-rounds, flying jennies, hobl)y hoi'ses -various rates, Alal)atna; 
$50, Delaware; $10 each county, Florida; $25, (leorgia.; $10, Missis- 
sippi; $15 to $100, Tennessee; $15, Texas; $10 to $20, Virginia; $25 
per week, West Virginia. 

Milk wagons and stands $1, Washington: $2.50, Hawaii. 

Milliners^-$6, Maryland. I 

Mines — Quartz mills, per stamp, $3, Alaska. 

Money lender's, loan agents — $100, Alabama; (^ach county, $10, Georgia; 
$100, Mississippi. Loan com])anies, etc.: 10 classes, $75 to $3,0(K), 
Louisiana; $150, Texas. 

Museums $25, Alabama. 

News companies — $100, Alal)ama; $.500, Tennessee. 

Oculists— $5 to $120, Louisiana. 

Oils, illuminating, lubricating, or fuel Wholesale: One-half of 1 per 
cent gross sales, Alabama; $5 per $1,000 gr-oss sales, Louisiana; $25 
to $75, Mississippi; $25 to $200, Tennessee. Depots: $10, Kentucky. 
Retailing: $5, Kentucky. 

Oleomargarine dealers — $5, Mississippi . 

Osteopathy — $25, Connecticut . 

Oyster catchers— $5 to $20, Delaware. 

Oyster or eating houses — $50, Mai-yland. 

Oyster vessels —Under 5 tons $2 and eacli additional ion 50 cents, 
Connecticut. 

Packing houses, agents of — In each county $2(X), Georgia; canning $10, 
Mississippi; salmon, $100 to $450, Oregon; $1(K) to $1,000 per season, 
W^ashington; salmon canning 4 cents per ease, salmon salteries 10 
cents per barrel, fish oil 10 cents per barrel, fertilizei's 20 cents per 
ton, Alaska. Houses only: One-lialf of 1 per cent on product, Ken- 
tucky; $2 per $1,000 of proceeds, Louisiana. 

Patent churns and patent fences, peddlers of — $25 each county, 
Georgia. 

Patent rights— $5 each county, Alabama; and agricultural implements, 
$25 in each county, Georgia; $50, Rhode Island; each county $250, 
Texas; $25, Virginia; $10, West Virginia. 

Pawnbrokers— $75, Alabama; $100, Florida; $50, Georgia; $50 per 
quarter, Idaho; $.500, Kentucky; $375 to $.500, Louisiana; $100, 
Maryland; $100, Mississippi; $250, New Mexico; $10 to $150, Ten- 
nessee; $150, Texas; $250, Virginia; $100, West Virginia; $300, 
Alaska; $150, Hawaii. 
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Peddlers — General license: $25 semiannually, Arkansas; $300, Florida; 
$50 in each county, Georgia; $25 for six months, Indian Teni- 
tory; $5 to $20, Indiana; $2 to $20, Maine; $50, Massachusetts; 
$50, New Hampshire; $60, Rhode Island. Hucksters: $1 to $5, 
Tennessee; $25, Alaska. In a boat or boats for peddling, trading, 
etc.; $10 to $30, Florida; $50 each county, Georgia; $200, Louisiana; 
first license $1 per day, subsequent 50 cents per day, Missouri; each 
county $10, Texas; $50 to $200, Mississippi. On foot: .$15, Alabama; 
$25 to $50, Idaho; $20, Kentucky; $10, Louisiana; $100, Maryland; 
$15, Michigan; each count}" $10, Mississippi; $3 semiannually, Mis- 
souri; $250, New Mexico; $12, Ohio; each county $10, Tenjiessee; 
each county $5, Texas; $250, Virginia; $100, West Virginia: ISO/Wis- 
consin. One-horse wagon: $40, Alabama; $50 to $100, Idaho; $40, 
Louisiana; $150, Maryland; $40, Michigan; $15, Mississippi; $250, 
New Mexico; $20, Ohio; each county $20, Tennessee; each county 
$7.50, Texas; $500, Virginia; $150, West Virginia; $45, Wisconsin. 
Two-horse wagon: $55, Alabama; $50, Kentucky; $75, Ijouisiana; 
$2(X), :Maryland; $75, Michigan; $30, Mississippi; $10, Missouri; 
$3(X), New Mexico; $28, Ohio; each county $30, Tennesstn- each 
county $10, Texas; $1(X), Virginia; $200, West Virginia; 175, Wis- 
consin. Railroad or steamboat: $100, Michigan. On horsel)ack or 
othei- animals: $25, Alabama; $30, Kentucky; $25, Louisiana; $15, 
jMississippi; $20, Ohio; $500, Virginia. Of coal oil: $10, Tennessee, 
I Of clocks: $500, Alabama; $1(K), Arkansas; in each county $100, 
I Georgia; $100. Indian Territory; $200, Louisiana; each county $15 
I to $25, Temiessec^ each county $250, Texas. Of clocks and smooth- 
I ing ii'ons: $1(X) each county, G(M)rgia. Of jewelry: Per county $50, 
Mississippi; $200, Rhode Island. Of cakes: $25, Hawaii. Of bed 
s|)rings: $15 per county, Mississippi. Of washing machines: $15 per 
I county, Mississi})})i. Of medicine: $50 (^ach county, with nnisic $100, 
Alabama; each ciiy and town per day $l(K), Floiida; $100, Missis- 
sippi; Ih'O to $200 in eac^i comity, Tennessee; $1(K), Texas; $5 <o 
$25, Washington; $50, Alaska. Of spectacles or eyeglasses: $5 each 
county, Alabama; $15, Mississippi. Of patent school apparatus, etc.: 
$1."0 U])ward, Ttvnnessee. 
\ Pension agents $10, Floiida. 
I Phonogra]>h for hire $25, Texas. Kinc^toscopes, etc.: $125, Texas. 

Panoratnas: $10, Texas. 
; Photographers 'riav(4ing $5 to $15, Alabama; $20, Delaware; $10, 
' Georgia; $5 to $120, Louisiana; $5 to $50, Mississipi>i. 
I Physicians $10, D(4awui-(^ $10, Florida; $10, G(H>rgia; $5 to $120, 
I Louisiana; $5, T(^xas; $10 to $25, Mrginia. Itinerant: $250, Iowa; 
I $50/rexas: $50, Ahiska. 
^ Piano and organ agiMUs $20, Mississippi. 
Pig iron storage companies $50, Ahibama. 
Pilots — $5 and 5 per cent of chaiges, Wasliington, 
: Pistols and arms, dealeis in $10, Florida; $25, Georgia; $100, Ken- 
tucky ; wholesale' $ 1 0, and cart ridges $5, retail $100 and cartridges $50, 
Louisiana; $5, ^lississi|)pi. 
Planing mills $.50, Alaska. 
Playing car<ls, d<'alers in $5, Alalaima; $10, Kentucky; retail $5, 

wholesale $20, Tennessee. 
Plumbers or gas fitters S5 to $10, Alabama; $5 to $20, Tennessee. 
Pool selling Per day $5, Missouri; per day $5, Texas. 

Pool tables -$25 to $100, Alabama. 

Presidents, superintc^ndents, or agents— Of express companies, of tele- 
graph companies, of laih'oad companies, of street railroad compa- 
nies, of sleaml)oat companies, of telephone companies, of electric 
light companit\s, of sleeping car conq)anies, of parlor car companies, 
of l)anks, of Iniilding and loan associations, of gas companies: All $10, 
Georgia. 
Race tracks "$1(X) to $500, Alabama; $50 to $2,,5(X), Louisiana; $100 to 

$200, Tennessee; $50 to $100, Texas. 
Railroad and steamboat ticket brokers— $50 to 1100, Alabama; $5)0, 
Georgia; $25 to $50, Louisiana; scalpers, $25, Mississippi; $5, North 
Dakota; $25 to $75, Tennessee. 
Railroad companies — $100 per mile, Alaska; $2 to $20 per mile, Missis- 
sippi; $120 per mile, Tennessee. 
Railroad terminal companies — $20 to $50, Tennessee. 
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Eeal estate brokers or agents — $5 to $15, Alabama; $50, Delaware; $25, 
Maryland; $10, Mississippi; $10, New Mexico; $5 to $40, Tennessee; 
$50, Alaska. 

Rectifiers— $200, Alabama; $100 to $300, Kentucky; $20 to $6,250, 
Louisiana; $100 to $1,000, Pennsylvania; $150, Virginia. 

Restaurants^|25, Delaware; $5 to $15, Florida; $1, Maine; ordinaries, 
$25 to $4,50, Maryland; $5 to $125, Mississippi; $20 to $60, New Mex- 
ico; 15 to $200, Pennsylvania; $3 to $40, Tennessee; $25 and percent- 
age on rental, Virginia; 3 per cent of annual rental, West Virginia; 
$15, Alaska. 

Sales, fire, bankrupt, insolvent — $100, Alabama. 

Sawmills— $20 to $6,250, Louisiana; $15 to $100, Mississippi; 10 cents 
per 1,000 feet, Alaska. 

Secondhand clothing — $500, Mississippi. 

Securities, dealers in — $5 to $50, Tennessee; $100, Hawaii. 

Sewing machine agents™-$25 for each county, Alabama ; companies $200 
and each agent $5, Arkansas; for each county, $10, Florida; $200, 
Indian Territory; $10 to $50, Mississippi; companies $200 and agents 
$5, Tennessee; $15, Texas; companies $200 and canvassers $20, agents 
$15 in first county and $10 in others, Virginia; $10, West Virginia. 

Shipping brokers— $50 and for each runner $5, Maryland; $10, Texas; 
$50, Virginia. 

Ships and shipping— $1 per ton, Alaska. 

Shoot tlie chutes— $20 to $6,250, Louisiana. 

Shooting galleries — $15, Alabama; $.50, Georgia; $5 to $20, Mississippi; 
$30 each county, Texas; $25, W^est Virginia. 

Shows and exhibitions — $5 per day, Alabama; $30 to $50, Georgia; $5 
each exhibition, Idaho; for each performance $5 to $25, Indiana; per 
show $1 to $3, per year $30, Maryland ; $5 to $25 per day, Mississippi; 
$5 per day, Tennessee; $2, Texas; per day $20 to $100, Virginia; 10- 
cent s[iows,$20 perweek. West Virginia; $5 per performance, Hawaii. 
For sale of medicine: $50, Texas. 

Side shows, witli circus — $10 per day, Alabama; one-half circus rates, 
Kentucky; $20 per day, Mississippi; $15 to $20 per day, Tennessee; 
$10 per day, Texas; $10 per exhibition, West Virginia; $20, Wis- 
consin. 

Skating rinks— $25, Alabama; $15, Florida; $5 to $30, Tennessee ; $25, 
Texas; $10 per quarter, Virginia; $5 to $100, W\>st Virginia. 

Shiughtering — $30 to $150, Arizona; one-half of 1 per cent on product, 
Kentucky; $20 to $6,250, Louisiana; $10 to $150, Tennessee. 

Sleeping car companies— $200, Mississippi; $2,500, Tennessee. 

Slot machines— $2, Alabama; $2.50, Virginia; $2.50 to $100, Tennessee. 

Soda water, etc. — $5 to $10, Mississippi ; in 7 classes, $5 to $50, Louisiana. 

Stallions or jacks for use of mares — $10, nonresident $20, Delaware; $5, 
Florida; various rates, Kentucky; $10 to highest price, Maryland; $5, 
Mississippi; $10, Virginia. 

Stave and spoke factories — $10, Mississippi. 

Steamboats — $1 per ton up to $1(X), Florida. 

Stock and bond dealers— $20, Alabama. 

Stockyards— $15 to $75, Tennessee. 

Stove agents or peddlers — $100, Arkansas; $200 each county, Georgia; 
$100, Indian Territory; $200, Louisiana; each county $15 to $25, 
Tennessee; each county $200, Texas. 

Street railroads — $10 to $40, Alabama; three-eighths of 1 per cent of 
gross receipts or $15 to $1(X), Louisiana; $25, Mississippi; per mile of 
track, $1.50 to^$8, Tennessee; tramways $10 per mile, Alaska; per car, 
$10, Hawaii. 

Sugar refineries — One-eighth of 10 per cent gross receipts, Louisiana. 

Supply cars— $100, Alabama. 

Switchback— $75, Delaware; $20 to $6,250, Louisiana. 

Taxidermists— $10, Alaska. 

Telegrapli companies— In 20 classes, $20 to $6,250, Louisiana; $300, 
Maryland; $250 plus 25 cents per mile, Mississippi; $20 to $700, 
Tennessee. Foreign: $3 per $1,000 of gross leceipts, Louisiana. 

Telephone companies — In cities, $5 to $25, Alabama; $10 to $100, 
Florida; in 20 classes, $20 to $6,2,50, Louisiana; $2.50 to $50, Missis- 
sippi. Foreign: $5 per $1,000 gioss receipts, Louisiana. 



Theaters— $25 to $50, Alabama; $25 to $250, Florida; in 4 classes, $175 
to $400 and by cities $10 to $100, Louisiana; $10 to $50, Mississippi; 
$10 to $25, New Mexico; $30 to $500, Pennsylvania; $10 to $200, 
Tennessee; $1 to $25, Texas; per performance $3, per week $10, Vir- 
ginia; $10 to $20 per week, West Virginia; $100, Alaska. Traveling 
shows: $5 per day, Florida; $5 per day, $25 per week, $100 per month, 
Tennessee. Dealers in tickets: $5 to $15, Tennessee. 

Timber- mills, land— $25 to $50 and $25 per acre, Mississippi. 

Toll bridges— $5 to $75, Alabama; indeterminate, Idaho; $7, Texas. 

Toll roads— $12.50 to $250, Tennessee; on trail, $200, Alaska. 

Trading cars — $100 to $250, Mississippi. 

Trading stamp companies — Each county, $10, Kentucky; $250 to $500, 
Louisiana; $250 to $500, Tennessee. 

Transportation lines, freight and passenger, river and lake steamers— $1 
per ton, Alaska. 

Undertakers— $20, Mississippi; $5 to $50, Tennessee, 

Variety shows, etc. — If females are employed as waitresses, per perform- 
ance, $50, Florida; certain dances, $2,500 to $5,000, Louisiana; $200, 
Tennessee. 

Warehouses, grain elevators, etc.— $10 to $20, Alabama; $30 to $400, 
for sugar and molasses $75 to $1,000, Louisiana; $2.50 to $20, Missis- 
sippi; $2 to $3, North Dakota; $1, South Dakota; $15 to $50, Ten- 
nessee; $25 to $50, Virginia; and docks, 10 cents per ton, Alaska. 

Waterworks or companies — $15 to $100, Alabama; $10 to $100, Florida; 
20 classes $20 to $6,250, Louisiana; $20 to $150, Mississippi; $25 to 
$800, Tennessee; $50, Alaska. 

Weapons— Dealers in pistols, bowie knives, and brass knuckles: $50, 
Alabama; $25, Mississippi. Dealers in pistols and rifle cartridges: 
$10 to $50, Alabama. 

Wild West shows— $15 to $30 per day, Tennessee. 

W^ineries— $50, Kentucky. 

W^itness certificates, dealing in claims against the state — $10, Alabama. 

Woodyards— $5 to $20, Mississippi. 

VI, VII, etc. 

For taxes other than those included under the five 
classes given above, see: 

Tax on official commissions— Maryland. 

Tax on commissions of executors and administrators — Maryland. 

Income tax — Hawaii, North Carolina, South Carolina, Virginia. 
(See, also, General property tax, page 685, for instances in which incomes 
are taxed as property, and Corporation taxes and Business taxes and 
licenses, page 633, for instances in w^hich gross or net earnings form the 
basis of taxation.) 

Tax on emoluments of officers — Pennsylvania. 

Transfer tax— Tennessee. 

Litigation tax — Tennessee. 

Tax on wills and administrations— Virginia. 

Tax on deeds and contracts— Virginia. 

Tax on suits — Virginia. 

B, C, etc. 

Fees and other miscellaneous revenues not sum- 
marized, see under each state. 

County Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. Tlie general property tax. 

The general property tax when used by the counties 
is not an independent tax^ and there is generally no 
separate county machinery for its administration. It 
is essentially a part (1) of the state or (2) of the local 
general property tax. 

1. Base.— The property included and the methods of 
its assessment and equalization are substantially the 
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same for county as for state purposes and have been 
described under state taxation for all states except: 

(1) Rhode Island, which levies no separate county tax. 

(2) The following, in which the general property tax is 
essentially a local tax and the county taxes are sub- 
stantially the same as those of the lesser local units: 
Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, 
and Vermont. (3) The following, in which, however, 
the only exception is that county taxes are levied on 
th« county roll before revision by the state board of 
equalization: Illinois and Wisconsin. (4) Alaska, Dis- 
trict of Columbia, Hawaii, and Indian Territory, which 
have no counties proper. Hawaii has since 1902 made 
a ^ division'' analogous to the coimty. 

In many instances, by law or by practice, exemp- 
tions may be extended by the county authorities to 
manufacturing plants of one sort or another, usualh^ 
for a limited term of years. The following were the 
only instances that could be found in the general laws. 
It is not uncommon, however, to grant these exemp- 
tions by local or special laws. Such laws were not 
searched and consequently can not be included here: 

Factories and shipbuilding plants, Alabama; certain industries, 
Maryland; manufacturing plants, domestic mutual fire insurance com- 
panies, Mississippi; in certain counties, manufactories, Pennsylvania. 

2. Rate. — The rate at which taxes shall be computed 
upon the assessed valuation is fixed by the legislative 
authority of the county in all states except the follow- 
ing, in which a lump sum is apportioned to the towns 
and no county rate proper is determined. The appor- 
tionment is: 

(1) By the county legislative authority, in Michigan and New Hamp- 
shire. (2) By the county representatives to the state legislature, in 
Connecticut. (3) By the county legislative authorities, on authoriza- 
tion by the legislature, in Maine. (4) By the state legislature in Massa- 
chusetts, South Carolina, and Vermont. 

The rate is limited in the following manner: 

(1) It may not exceed the rate named, without any exception as to 
purposes and without specification of rates for special purposes or classi- 
fication of counties: 50 per cent of state tax, Georgia; 75 cents, Ulinois; 
usually 33 cents, Indiana; 10 mills, Louisiana; some counties 2 percent, 
New York; 1 cent on the dollar, Pennsylvania. (2) It may not exceed 
the rate named, except for payment of debt charges: One-lialf of 1 per 
cent, Alabama; $2, Arizona; SOcents, Kentucky; SI.. 5() and .50 cents for 
debt charges, Nevada; 3 per cent, Wisconsin; 12 mills, Wyoming. (3) 
It may not exceed the rate named, except for schools and debt charges: 
95 cents, West Virginia. (4) It may not exceed the rate named, except 
for roads, schools, and debt: 30 cents, Tennessee. (5) For all purposes 
combined or for any one of a number of specified purpost^s it may not 
exceed a given limit: County rate, togetlier with state rate not to 
exceed 16 mills, or 13| mills, except for debt, and for roads 2 mills, 
Mississippi; 16 mills, schools minimum 2 mills, poor one-fifth of 1 per 
cent, roads minimum 1 mill, maximum 2 mills, Montana; not to exceed 
a total of $1.50, and distributed, not to exceed, for general purjwses and 
poor 9 mills, roads 5 mills, bridges 4 mills, sinking fund some counties 3 
mills, others 4 mills, Nebraska; 8 mills, general purposes 5 mills, poor 1 
mill, roads 2 mills, bridges 2 mills, South Dakota. (6) Rates for speci- 
fied purpose limited: For general purposes 5 mills, for certain debt 
charges 5 mills, for schools 5 mills, Arkansas; for general purposes $1, 
schools 50 cents, debt .50 cents, California; usually 5 mills for general 



purposes and 3 mills for roads, Florida; for general purposes! 1.50, 
bridges 25 cents, Idaho; for general purposes 5 mills, courthouses and 
jails 2 mills, New Mexico; general purposes 8 mills, bridges 2 mills, 
roads 5 mills, irrigation fund one-fourth of 1 mill, extraordinary tax by 
vote 3 mills, North Dakota; for schools 3 mills, South Carolina; general 
purposes one-fourth of 1 per cent, roads and bridges 15 cents, debts and 
permanent improvements 25 cents, road improvements 15 cents, schools 
by vote 20 cents, Texas; general purposes 5 mills, schools 4 mills, Utah; 
roads 15 cents, schools 10 cents, Virginia; debt 5 mills, general purposes 
8 mills, schools 8 mills, road tax 5 mills, bridges 3 mills^ Washington. 
(7) Counties are classified and the rates are limited according to the 
total assessed valuation: For general purposes 3 to 25 mills, minimum 
rate for schools 2 mills, maximum 5 mills, Colorado; for general pur- 
poses 4 to 6 mills, schools minimum 1 mill, maximum 3 mills, bridges 3 
mills, poor 1 mill, Iowa; one-half of 1 to 1 per cent, Kansas; some 
counties 5 mills, others $5,000 but not over 10 per cent, Minnesota; 35 to 
50 cents, Missouri; 2fV mills to 14 ^^ mills, Ohio. 

The limits set by law may be exceeded by popular vote in the following 
cases: For schools by three-fifths Yote, Alabama; for debt charges by 
two-thirds vote, California; for schools, Florida, Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, 
Missouri, Nebraska, Washington; three-fifths vote, W'est Virginia. 

3. Collection. — Count j taxes are collected in the 
same manner as the state taxes or the local taxes with 
which they are affiliated (see above, for the division 
of states) . 
II. Poll taxes. 

The county poll tax is sometimes a road tax and 
falls only upon the taxable polls in the road districts. 
When such a tax is covered into the county treasury 
and does not, as is more often the case, stop with the 
road district, it has l)een accounted a county tax. 
But the distinction between a county road poll tax, 
especially if payable in lal)or, and a road district poll 
tax is at best an arbitrary one. 

There is no poll tax for county purposes in : 

Colorado, Cormecticut, G(?orgia,' Illinois, Indian Territory, Kansas, 
Maine, ^hiryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi,^ 
New Jersey, New Mexico,' New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Rhode 
Island, South Carolina,' West Virginia, and Wisconsin. The county 
receives half the state poll tax in Nevada. 

The county poll tax falls on: 

Males 21 to 40 years of age in North Dakota; males 21 to .50 years of 
age in Idaho, Indiana, Nebraska, North Carolina, Oklahoma, Oregon, 
Utah, Washington, and Wyoming; males 21 to 55 years of age in Cah- 
fornia -and Fk>rida; males 21 to fK) years of age in Arizona, Missouri, 
Montana, Nevada, and Texas; males 21 to 70 years of age in New Hamp- 
shire and Vermont; males over 21 years of age (electors) in Arkansas, 
Kentucky, Louisiana, Tennessee, Virginia, South Dakota; not deter- 
mined in Delaware. 

The rate is: 

$2.,50, Arizona; $1, Arkansas; $3, California; 25 cents to $1.25, Dela- 
ware; $1, Florida; $2, Idaho; fixed annually by county legislative 
authority, Indiana; 50 cents, Iowa; $1.50, Kentucky; $1, Louisiana; 
$1.50 to $3, Missouri; $2, Montana; $3, Nebraska; (state and county), 
Nevada; taxed as property, New Hampshire; $1, New Jersey; $2 (state 
and county), North Carolina; $1, North Dakota; 4 days' work or $4, 
Oklahoma; $1, Oregon; SI, South Dakota; $1, Tenneasee; 25 cents, 
T(^Kas; .$3, Utah; taxed as property, Vermont; .50 cents, Virginia; |2, 
Washington; $2, Wyoming. 



^ For explanation of coimty receipts from poll taxes, see text of 
state revenue systems. 
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III. Inheritance tax. 

The inlieritance tax is not used by the counties^ 
directly^ except: 

In Moiitanaj where 40 per cent of the state inheritance tax is 
passed directly to the county school fund; in Ohio, where 25 per cent 
of the state iiitieritance tax is credited to the county; and in Wisconsin, 
where 15 per cent of the state inheritance tax is retained hy the counties. 

In some other states the inheritance tax is passed 
into the general school fund and apportioned to the 
counties with the rest of the moneys in tlie school fund. 

IV. Corporation taxes. 

The counties do not ordinarily impose or share in 
special corporation taxes. 

The following are the exceptions found : 

One-half the territorial tax on car companies and one-half the tax on 
gross receipts of express companies is distributed to tlu» counties, the 
former on a mileage basis, the latter according to business done, New 
Mexico; the bonus received by the state from foreign railway corpora- 
tions is to be paid to the counties in whicli the; lines are located in propor- 
tion to assessed valuation, Pennsylvania; 3 per cent of the taxes on 
street railroads and electric light and power companies, Wisconsin. 

V. Business taxes and licenses. 

The following states do not (so far as the general 
statutes show) utilize license taxes for county revenues : 

IJc^laware, Kentucky, MaiiK^ ^lassachusetts. New Hampshire, Rhode 
Island, Virginia, Wasliington, an4 Wisconsin. 

In the following states the counties receive a per- 
centage of the state license taxes: 

40 p(H' cent, Idaho; one-lialf, New Mexico. 

In the following states the counties are permitted 
to levy additional license taxes upon the same subjects 
as are taxed in this maimer by the state: 

Not to exceed 50 per cent of the state license taxes, Alabama and 
Florida; not to exceed those of the state, Louisiana; same as Alabama, 
except that counties may not tax insurance companies, telegraph, 
express, or sleeping car companies, building and loan associations, and 
eomiiHMrial agencies, Mississippi; not to exceed the state revenue tax 
mor(^ tlum 100 pc^r cent, Missouri; not to exceed the state license, Ten- 
nessee; same as Alabama, Texas. 

Municipal IIevenites. 

Under this heading are included the revenues of all 
divisions of government smaller than or ranking below 
the counties. These are the cities, towns, villages, 
school districts, and other divisions —such as road dis- 
tricts, drainage, irrigation, levee, sanitary districts, 
etc. — which receive revenu(\s from taxation. 

These municipalities have independent but re- 
stricted powers of taxation, all derived from the state. 
For the most part they depend upon the same taxes 
and sources of revenue as the states. Their main 
dependence everywhere is the general property tax, 
which is used by them even when it is not used by 
the states. This is supplemented, in general, by poll 
taxes, by licenses of one sort or another, and by 
income from municipal industries. 



^ The Louisiana inheritance tax of 1904 was a county tax. 



A detailed analysis of city revenues is given in Cen- 
sus Bulletin 20, which makes it unnecessary to give 
an extended statement here. 

The following analysis is based solely on the provi- 
sions of the general statutes of the different states, no 
attempt having been made to summarize city charters 
or ordinances. In most of the larger cities the revenue 
system is governed by the charter and is under the con- 
trol of the city government. These city systems, while 
conforming in the main to the system here outlined, 
present numerous exceptions. It should therefore be 
understood that the analysis given here is that of the 
more general system, in the main the provisions appli- 
cable to the smaller cities, to towns, to villages, to 
school and other taxing districts which are governed 
under provisions of the general laws. 

a. taxes. 

I. The general property tax. 

This tax is used for local purposes in every state and 
territory in the Union. It is used by the municipalities 
even in those states where it is not used for state pur- 
poses. 

The chief characteristics of the general property tax, 
namely, the property included, the exemptions, the 
methods of assessment, of equalization, of fixing the 
rate, and of collection have been described above, 
under state taxes. This has been done to facihtate 
comparisons with other states even in the case of the 
four states and one territory, namely, Connecticut, 
Delaware, New Jersey, Penns3dvania, and Alaska, 
which do not use this tax for state purposes. 
1. Base — 

a. The property included arid exempt, —As a general 
rule municipalities tax the same property as the state 
and they may not tax any propert}^ exempt from 
state taxation. In some cases cities are permitted 
to exempt manufacturers, usually for a term of years, 
from city taxation, even though they are taxable for 
state purposes. Such provisions are found in the 
general laws of Alabama, Kentucky, Maryland, Mis- 
sissippi, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, 
Rhode Island, South Carolina, and Vermont. 

The same result is accomplished elsewhere by char- 
ter provisions and in other ways. Such a practice 
rests in 'some states entirely on custom without sanc- 
tion of the law. 

h. Assessment, — The assessment or valuation is usu- 
ally the same as that for state purposes. In other 
words, the town, city, or district roll is a mere copy or 
excerpt from the great roll of the state, containing the 
property subject to taxation within that town, city, or 
district. But in many cases the cities have authority 
to make or use another valuation for the purpose of 
city taxation. That is, there are two assessment rolls, 
a state roll and a city roll. This practice gives rise 
to some confusion, as the same pieces of property 



TAXATION AND REVENUE SYSTEMS. 



645 



may be assessed at one value for city purposes and 
quite a different one for state or county purposes. 

The general statutes do not always show clearly 
whether the cities are allowed the privilege of a sep- 
arate and additional assessment. As such privileges 
existed in many places before it was undertaken to 
establish a general system and were confirmed in city 
charters and the like^ they were never carried into 
the general code. There appears^ however^ to be one 
assessment roll only in all states, except the following, 
in which municipalities generally or certain classes of | 
municipalities are permitted to make a separate roll i 
for local taxation: I 

! 

Alabama; cities only, Arizona; California; hut it may not exceed i 
state valuation, Florida; Georgia, Iowa, Kentucky, Maine; St. Louis I 
and cities of the first and second classes, Missouri; ^lontana, Soutli ! 
(California, Texas; cities of the second, third, and fourth classes, Wash- 
ington; cities of over 10,000 inhabitants, West Virginia; and Wyoming. 

In some states the assessment roll is primarily locals 
the state taxes being apportioned to the municipali- 
ties and applied to their rolls. In some of these 
states there is an equalization of the roll for state 
purposes, but the municipal taxes are levied on the 
original roll as it stood before equalization. The ! 
apportionment of the state taxes in lump sums, as in | 
Massachusetts and Michigan, to the municipalities ! 
has this effect. The states having in this limited | 
sense a separate roll for municipal as distinguished 
from state taxation are: 

Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, Michigan, New Hampshire, New 
Jersey, New York, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Khode Island, South Dakota, 
Vermont, Washington, W^est Virginia, and W'isconsin. 

c. Equalization. — The provisions for equalization 
between localities and between individuals — generally 
called ''review'^ in Eastern states — have been fully 
covered under the description of State revenues. 
2. Rate— 

The rate is regularly fixed by the local legislative 
authority. It is subject, however, to various limita- 
tions, both by general statutory or constitutional pro- 
visions, and by city charters. 

The following general limitations of municipal tax 
rates have been found in the statutes. In general, 
these rates may be exceeded by popular votc^: 

The rate may not exceed: One-half of 1 per cent, Alabama; various 
limits according to size of city and purposes, Arizona; .5 mills for gen- 
eral purposes and 5 mills for debt created prior to 1874, Arkansas; 2 per 
cent, California; 1 per cent, Florida; except for street impiovements, 
one-half of 1 per cent, Georgia; 10 mills, Idaho; 2 per cent, Indian Ter- 
ritory; 90 cents, Indiana; 10 mills, Iowa; first-class cities 2 per cent, 
second class 4 per cent, Kansas; limits varyn'ng witli size of city, Ken- 
tucky; 10 mills, Louisiana: various limits according to the size of the 
municipality, Michigan and Minnesota; for general revenue, 12 mills, 
Mississippi; various limits according to size of city,, Missouri; 1 per 
cent, Montana; various rates according to size of city, Nel>raska; vari- 
ous rates for dilTerent cities, Nevada and New Jersey; 1 per cent in 
cities, one-half of 1 per cent in towns, New Mexico; 1 per cent, North 
Carolina; various limits for different purposes, North Dakota, Ohio, 
and Oklahoma; 1 per cent, Oregon; various limits for difh'rr^nt classes 



of cities, Pennsylvania; 1 per cent, Rhode Island; various limits accord- 
ing to size of cities, South Carolina; general revenue, cities 10 mills, 
towns and villages 5 mills, South Dakota; various limits according to 
class of municipality, Texas, Utah, and Washington; $1, West A^irginia; 
in towns 2| per cent, cities 3J per cent, Wisconsin; 8 mills, Wyoming. 

3. Collection — 

The provisions for the collection of city taxes are 
substantially the same as those for the collection of 
state taxes. 

The general rule is that these taxes are collected by 
the officers who collect state and comity taxes. Pro- 
vision for special tax collectors is often made in the 
city charters and not in the general statutes. In the 
following states collection as provided in the general 
statutes is by municipal as distinct from state officers: 

Alabama, Arizona; some cities, California; Kentucky, Montana; 
some cities, Tennessee; Texas; cities of the tliird class, Utah; West 
Virgi n i a , Wyom ing. 

II. Poll taxes. 

1. Siil)jects: 

(N. B. — Except as noted below the exempt classes 
are the same for local poll taxes as for state.) 

Adult males, Alabama; able-l)odied males 21 to .50 years of age, Ari- 
zona; able-bodied males 21 to 45, Colorado; males 21 to 70, Connecti- 
cut; able-bodied males 21 to 45, except ministers, Florida; able-bodied 
males, Idaho; cities same as state, road districts, able-bodied males 21 
to oO, Indiana; able-bodied males 21 to 45, Iowa; able-bodied males 
21 to 45, except in cities of second class 21 to -50, Kansas; adult males, 
Kentuckv; males 21 to 50, except pensioners, soldiers, mentally incom- 
petent, and paupers, Michigan; qualified voters, Minnesota; cities of 
first class, males 21 to 60, second class 21 to .50, villages 21 to 50, Mis- 
souri; al)le~bodied males 21 to 60, New ^lexico; males 21 to 70, except 
soldiers and sailors maimed in war, iiremen, clergymen, paupers, idiots, 
and insane, New York; same as state, North Carolina; males 21 to 50, 
except paupers, idiots, and lunatics. North Dakota; males 21 to 55, 
except honorably discharged soldiers, pensioners, militiamen, volunteer 
firemen, Ohio; al)le-bodied males 21 to .50, Oklalioma; able-l)odied 
males, Oregon; same as state, Pennsylvania; (pialified to vote, Rhode 
Island; males 18 to 50, South Carolina; males 21 to .50, except paupers, 
idiots, and lunatics, South Dakota; same as for state, Tennessee; males 
over 21, except idiots and lunatics, Texas; same as county, Utah; males 
over 21, Virginia; males 21 to .50, Washington; males 21 to 50, Wis- 
consin. 

2. Rates^: 

$2, Alabama; two days' labor on roads or $4, Arizona: $2 or two 
days' labor, (Morado; $1, Connecticut; three days' labor on roads or 
$1, Florida; cities two days' labor or $2, outside cities $4, Idaho; two 
to four days' labor or .fl.25 per day, Indiana; two days' labor or $2 to 
$4, Iowa; townships two days of eight hours each or $3, cities of first 
class two days of ten liours each or S.3, cities of second (^lass SI, Kansas; 
$1.,50, Kentucky; one day's labor, Michigan; $2 or labor, JVlinnesota; 
cities of first class SI. .50, second class $2, villages $3, Missouri; S3 or 
labor, Montana; $3 or labor, Nebraska; not to excecnl $1, New Jersey; 
$1 or labor, New Mexico; one day's work or $1, N(Hv York; not fixed, 
North Carolina; one day's labor, North Dakota; two days' labor or 13, 
Ohio; cities SI, road districts four days or $4, Oklahoma; .S3 or labor, 
Oregon; cities of second and third classes 11, road tax |1, one-half in 
money, other may be in laboi", Pennsylvaru'a; $1 or enough with other 
taxes to amount to $1, ]lhod(* Island; labor not over four days or not 
over $3, South Carolina; one day's labor or not over S1.50, South Da- 
kota; not to exceed $1, Teniiess(>e; cities not over .$1, road districts 
labor or money to $3, Texas: fixed by city, Utah; fixed by council, Vir- 
ginia; $2, in cities of third class $4, Washington; SI. .50, Wisconsin. 
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3. Collection: 

The same as other municipal taxes, except: 

By road overseer or street superintendent or similar officer, Arizona, 
Colorado, Florida, Idaho, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Montana, 
Nebraska, Ohio, Oregon, and South Carolina. 

III. Inheritance taxes. 
See State revenues. 

IV. Corporation taxes, 

MunicipaUties seldom levy any corporation taxes in 
the sense in which that term has been used in this 
compilation. They generally tax corporations under 
the general property tax or by licenses. 

In some cities franchises to use the public streets 
have been granted, on condition that the recipient 
pay an annual rental for the privilege, which is fixed 
at a certain percentage of the gross receij)ts. Such a 
rental charge is sometimes spoken of as a tax. It is, 
however, a pure rental charge and should be classed 
with income from public property. 

In Connecticut, Maine, and Massachusetts the state 
remits to the towns and to the cities some of the taxes 
collected by it from corporations. (See special analy- 
sis for these states.) 

In Illinois foreign fire insurance companies pay 2 
per cent of their gross receipts to the city or village 
for the benefit of the fire department. The same pro- 
vision is found in the laws of Kansas and of North and 
South Dakota. Pennsylvania remits to the towns one- 
half the net amount received from the 2 per cent tax 
on premiums of foreign insurance companies. 

V. Business taxes and licenses. 

Business taxes and licenses are more extensively 
used as a source of revenue by the municipalities than 
they are by the states or counties, with the exception 
of the list of Southern states given above, which use a 
general license system for state revenue. 

They are levied under the direct authority of the 
cities, and in most of the Northern states are fixed by 
local ordinances under provisions of the city charters. 
In these states it is the exception, rather than the rule, 
to find any definite provisions in the general statutes 
concerning local licenses. On the other hand, in 
those Southern states which use the license or excise 
taxes for state purposes it is customary to regulate 
local licenses by general statute. Hence the following 
list of local licenses is incomplete, representing as it 
does only those licenses which were found in the gen- 
eral statutes. 

In many cases the statutes confer general powers on 
the city authorities to license and tax certain classes 
of business and leave the determination of the rates to 
the cities. In such cases the statutes convej^no infor- 
mation as to the rates. Whenever rates were foxmd 
in the general statutes they have been entered in our 
compilation, but otherwise the mere fact that a given 
industry is taxable is all that has been entered. It 
does not necessarily follow that all cities in a state 
levy all the license taxes which they are empowered to 
and which are entered in this list. 



The license taxes are levied in the greatest number 
of cases on liquor dealers; next in frequency are amuse- 
ments of one sort or another, especially games like 
billiards and bowling alleys; it is also common to levy 
such taxes on businesses which are not adequately 
covered by the general property tax. Nevertheless, 
these taxes are so varied in character as not to be 
readily subjected to classification, and a simple alpha- 
betical list will be more useful than any classified list. 

Particular attention is called to the fact that, owing 
to the great variety of expressions used, certain special 
or particular provisions which are found in some states 
are included in or covered by more general expressions 
in others. Thus, for example, ^Hippling houses and 
dramshops/' specifically mentioned in several states, 
are taxable under other names in man}" othei states. 

Advertising signs — Ohio. 

Amusements — Alabama, Arkansas, Colorado, Minnesota, Nevada, New 
York, North Dakota, South Dakota, and Utah. Places of amuse- 
ment: Colorado and Maine. 

Auctioneers — Not over $50, Alabama; Arizona; $50 to $100, Arkansas; 
Colorado, Connecticut, Iowa; $2, minimum, Massachusetts; Michigan, 
Minnesota, New Jersey; in cities over 1,000,000, $250, New York; 
North Dakota, Oklahoma, South Dakota; $10 to $300 plus a per- 
centage, Wisconsin. Auction sales —2| per cent, Maine; Ohio; one- 
tenth of 1 per cent, seven-eighths to state, Rhode Island. 

Automobiles — Ohio . 

Bagatelle tables — ^ Arizona and North Dakota. 

Ballast lighters and captains — $5, $10, New York. 

Bankers— Oklahoma. Banks — Utah. 

Bankrupt stock — ^Wisconsin. 

Bicycle sidepaths — 50 cents to $1, Connecticut. 

Billiard saloons—Iowa; $10, Maine; $2, minimum, Massachusetts; North 
Dakota, South Dakota; not limited, Arizona; Arkansas, Colorado, 
Iowa; outside cities, minimum $50 to township, Kansas, Michigan, 
Minnesota; $20 for first, $10 each for others, Missouri; $10, New 
Hampshire (exempt from tax); Ohio, Oklahoma, Rhode Island; 
maximum $25, Washington; Wyoming. 

Billposters — Iowa. Billboards — New Jersey and Ohio. 

Boarding houses — Oklahoma. 

Bowling alleys — Arizona, Colorado, Iowa; outside cities, minimum $50, 
Kansas; $10, Maine; $2, minimum, Massachusetts; Michigan, Min- 
nesota; $10, New Hampshire (exempt from tax); Ohio, Oklahoma, 
Rhode Island, South Dakota, Wyoming. 

Breeding stock — Kentucky. 

Brewers— Arizona and Utah. 

Brokers — Arkansas, Colorado, North Dakota, Oklahoma, and Utah. 

Business places — Colorado. 

Butchers — Arizona and Oklahoma. Butcher shops—Minnesota. 

Canal boats— Villages in New York. 

Carriages, etc.— $1, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, and Wyoming. 

Carters — Arizona. 

Carts and wagons— Not to exceed $30, Alabama. 

Cigars— -South Dakota. Cigarettes — South Dakota. 

Circuses — Ariz(ma, Iowa, New Jersey; tw^o-day shows, $10 to $100, 
Utah. 

Collector of l)irds — For scientific purposes, $1, Connecticut. 

Concerts — Arizona; $25 if 50 cents admission, New Jersey. 

Confectioners —Oklahoma. 

Contractors — Oklahonui. 

Corn doctors — ArkaiLsas . 

Dance h ouses— Arkansas. 

Detectives, private? — $10, Massachusetts; $10, Rhode Island. 

Distillers — Arizona and Utah. 

Dogs and other domestic animals not included in list of property — 
Arkansas; male or spayed female $1.15, unspayed female $5.15, 
kennel licenses $50, Connecticut; $3 to $10, Indiana; Kansas; male 
$2, female $5, for breeding five in nmuber $25, over five $50, Massa- 
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chusetts; males and spayed females $5, Michigan; Montana, Nebraska, 
Nevada; male $2, female $5, New Hampshire; New Jei-sey; $1 to 
$2, New York; at large, North Carolina (also swine, horses, and cat- 
tle); $2 male, $3 female, North Dakota; Ohio, Pennsylvania; male- 
Si. 15, female $5.15, Rhode Island; Utah; male $1, female $4, Ver- 
mont; maximmn$2, Washington; $1 to $10, Wisconsin; $1 to $3, 
Wyoming. 

Draymen — Arizona, North Dakota, and South Dakota. Drays: Okla- 
homa and Wyoming. 

Druggists— Oklahoma. 

Employment agencies— $1, Maine; MimK^sota, North Dakota, Soutli 
Dakota, and Utah. 

Exhibitions— Arizona; street and sparring, Arkansas; horoscopic and 
general, Arkansas; Connecticut, Michigan; $1 to $300, New Hamp- 
shire; North Dakota, Ohio, Rhode Island, South Dakota, Utah, and 
Wyoming. 

Explosives, vendors of — Ohio. 

Express companies— $2.50 to $250, Alabama; Nevada, North Dakota, 
Oklahoma, and Utah. Expressmen: South Dakota. 

Ferries — Arizona, Michigan, New York, and Ohio. 

Fortune tellers — ^ Arkansas. 

Franchises — Kentucky. 

Freight lines — Nevada. 

Gaming and fraudulent devices — Not limited, Arizona. 

Gaming tables — Arkansas and Wyoming. 

Gas and electric companies — Nevada. 

Gift enterprises — Arkansas. 

Hackmen — Arizona, New York, North Dakota, South Dakota, and 
Utah. Hacks : Michigan, Oklahoma, and Wyoming. 

Halls, public—Villages in New York. 

Hawkers— Arizona, Arkansas, Michigan, North Dakota, Ohio, Okla- 
homa, South Dakota, and Utah. 

Horse killing establishments — Minimum $1, Massachusetts. 

Hospitals — ^Lock, private and venereal, Arkansas; maternity, Con- 
necticut. 

Hotels — Iowa. 

House boats — Ohio. 

House movers — Ohio. 

Hucksters — Ohio and Wyoming. 

Insurance agents— Arizona ; foreign companies, maximum $100, 
Missouri; Oklahoma; 1 per cent, Wyoming. 

Insurance companies — Arizona. 

Intelligence offices — Arkansas; $2 minimum, Rhode Island. 

Itinerant doctors — Iowa. 

Junk stores — Arizona; $2 to $10, Connecticut; New Jersey. Junk 
dealers: Minimum, $2, Massachusetts and Iowa. 

Laundries — Utah. 

Liquor dealers — $20 to $500, Alabama; not limited, Arizona; Georgia, 
Indiana, Maryland; $100 to $150, Oklahoma; cities, first and second 
class $1,000, third class $500, other $300, boroughs $150, townships 
$75 (one-fifth to county), Pennsylvania. In domestic win* s (not 
producers): Georgia. Tippling houses and dramshops: Arkansas 
Missouri, and Oklahoma. 

Liquor license — General: $1,000 if drunk on premises, $3(X) if not 
drunk on premises, Massachusetts; one-half of county liquoi' tax, 
Michigan; cities over 10,000 inhabitants $l,fXX), otliers $500, Min- 
nesota; 50 percent plus 25 percent of state* tax, Mississippi; citi<'s 
over 10,000 $1,000, undf^r ]0,0(X) $5(X); one-half county licensti 
money for retail of liquor in quantities less than a quntt, Nevada; 
granted by excise connnission, New Jersey; citi(^s g(^t two-thirds of 
state license, New York; $25, North Carolina; wholesale* or retail 
manufacturing or selling $500 to $1,000, retail only $2(K) to $400, 
Rhode Island; one-half profits from liquor dispensaries to city, one- 
half to county. South Carolina; same privileges as county, Texas; 
minimum $4(X), Utah; $300 to $1,000, 10 per cent to state, Wash- 
ington ; towns $100, cities $200, or l)y vote of citizens may be increased 
to $250 to $400 in towns and $350 or $500 in cities, Wisconsin: 
Wyoming. Spirituous: Towns of over 3,000 inhabitants $4*50, 
others $250, Connecticut; $150 to $1,000, Kentucky. Ale, beer, and 



wine only: $200, Connecticut; $250 if drunk on the premises, other- 
wise $150, Massachusetts. Malt and cider only, $250, Massachusetts. 
Hotels, $250, Connecticut; wholesale grocers, $250, Connecticut; 
druggists, towns 5,000 $12, less than 5,000 $10, Connecticut; $1, 
Massachusetts. Distilled liquors and alcohol: $50, Connecticut; 
medicinal only, $500, Rhode Island. 

Livery stables — Arizona. 

Lodging houses — $10, Connecticut. 

Lumber yards— Arizona, North Dakota. 

Lung testers — Arkansas. 

Magnifying glasses — Arkansas . 

Maternity hospitals — Michigan. 

Menageries— Arkansas, Iowa; $10 to $50, Vermont. 

Merchants — Not over $25, Alabama; retail for short pe>riod, $.50 per 
wtK'k minimum, Minnesota; Oklahoma; retail transie^nt, $25 to $2C0 
pe'r month, Pennsylvania; (storekeepers), Utah. 

Me' rry-go- rounds — Not over $50, Maint\ 

Milk dealers^ — 50 cents, Massachusetts; New Je^rsey. 

Money cliangers— Arizona, Arkansas, LItah, and North Dakota. 

Muscle developers — ^ Arkansas, 

Museums — Arkansas. 

Omnibuses— Nenv Jerse^y. Omnibus drivers: North Dakota. 

Ordinarie's — Arkansas, Nenv York, North Dakota, South Dakota, and 
Utah. 

Oyster digging~$2.50, Massachust^tts. 

Paints and chemicals — $1, Massaclnis'Hts. 

Pawnbrokers — Arizona, Arkansas; $10 to $50, Connecticut; Georgia; 
$10 to $100, Indiana; Iowa; $.50, Massachusetts; Minnesota; $50 to 
$100, Nebraska; $500, New York; North Dakota, Oklahoma; $50, 
Rliode Island; South Dakota, Utali, Wyoming. 

Peddlers — Arizona, Arkansas, Colorado; at same rate as county, 
Indiana; Iowa, Maryland; difl'e'rent rates for different sized towns, 
$3 to $25, Massachusetts; Michigan; $5 to $10, New Hampshire; 
New York, North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, South Dakota, Utah, 
Wisconsin, Wyoming. 

Picnic groves — $2 minimum, Massachusetts. 

Pistol galleries — Arkansas. 

Playing cards— Per pack, not over $1. 

Plumbers— Iowa; master $2, journeymen 50 cents, Massachusetts; 
fee for examination, Michigan; 50 cents, New Hampshire; Ohio. 

Porters or runners for cais or public houses — Arizona and North Dakota. 

Privileges— 50 per ce^nt state tax minimum (telegraph, express, and 
sleeping cars excepted), Minnesota. 

Professions, trades, and callings, generally— Arizona, Colorado, Indiana; 
cities first class, other classes only specific on(\s, Kansas; Kentucky; 
excepting ministers, teachers, priests, lawyers, and doctors, Missouri; 
Nebraska, Nevada, Oregon; certain callings by cities third class, 
maximum $100, Pennsylvania; excepting t achers and ministers at 
a rate te) be dete^rminexl by gross income^ or upon capital invested, 
North Carolina; onc^-half state rate* with certain exemptions, also 
same privik^ges as county, Te'xas; Washington, Wyoming. 

Re^al (State agents — Oklahoma. 

Restaurants and eating houses Iowa, Michigan, Oklahoma, and Utah, 

Salexms — Le>eal option, Arkansas; Oklahoma. 

Scale s, pul)lie* North Dakota. 

Se-alpers, ticket -North Dakota, South Dakota, and IJtali. 

Scavengers Iowa. 

SeH'on<lhand or jimk sitops — Arizona; $2 to $10, Connee-ticeit. 

Shooting galle^'ies Iowa and Ohio. 

Shows -Alabama, Arkansas, Iowa, Maine, Michigan, Minnesota; $100 
to $300, Ne^w Hampshire; Noitli Dakota, Ohie), Rhode Island, South 
Dakota, Utali, and Wyoming. Horse: Arkansas. 

Skating rinks -$2 mininunn, Massachusetts; New Jersey. 

Slaughterhouse's— $1 mininuim , Massaclius.'tts. 

Soft drinks — South Dakota. 

Solicitors for passengers ov })aggagi' -Michigan. 

Steaml)e)ats — $1 minimum , Massachusetts. 

Surveyor of lumber— $1 minimum, Massachust>tts. 

Taverns— Micliigan, Minnesota, Ohio, and Oklahoma. 
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Taxidermists — $5, Maine . 

Telegraph companies — Alabama and Nevada. 

Telephone companies, lon*^ distance — Alabama. 

Theaters -Ala! >arna, Arkansas, Iowa; $350, New Jersey; North 

Dakota, Oliio, OkJaljoma, South Dakota, Utah. 
Toll l)ri(If.^e.s -Micliigan and New York. 
Vehicle>; for hin^ — Ohio, Oklahoma, Virginia, and Wyoming. 
Vendors, itinerant — $25, Connecticut; Maine, Michigan; 2 per cent of 

valiie of goods, New IlaJnpshir«;; Ohio, Rhode Is'aiul, Vermoni. 



Water companies — $50 to $400, Montana. 

Whaif boats— Michigan. 

Wharves and fish weirs — $5, Maine. 

School Revenues. 

For the sources from which the revenues for the 
support of schools are drawn ^ see under the several 
states. 



ALABAMA.^ 



The revenue laws of Alabama have undergone ex- 
tensive revisions in the past few years, and these were 
not fully completcul at the time to which the census 
statistics refer. In 1897, in addition to the enact- 
ment of the state tax commission law, knowm as the 
back-tax commission law, a number of other changes 
were made in the tax laws of the code of 1896. Many 
more changes were made at the legislative session of 
1898-99 and that of 1900-1901. In 1901 a new consti- 
tution was ado|)ted which necessitated some changes 
in the revenue laws, and in 1903 the statutes were 
revised to conform to the new constitutional require- 
ments. An act, approved February 23, 1899, with 
reference to licenses, having been declared uncon- 
stitutional by the supreme court, moneys collected 
thereimder were refunded by act of December 13, 1900, 
and anew law covering this subject was passed in 1901. 

As these changes in the law materially affect the 
interpretation of the census statistics, it is necessary 
to set them forth in some detail. 

A peculiarity of the Alabama revenue administra- 
tion is the so-called back-tax commissio-n, established 
in 1897. A state tax commissioner, who is appointed 
by the governor for a term of four years, has the power 
to appoint one tax commissioner in every county (as 
the statute was amended in 1899) for a term of four 
years. It is the duty of these commissioners to discover 
(and to aid the revenue officers in collecting) ^^ escaped 
and delinquent back taxes, and licenses.'^ They are 
to enforce the collection of any dues to the state that 
have been evaded within the five years previous to 
the date of discovery. The state tax commissioner 
is now paid a salary, but the count}^ tax commission- 
ers are compensated by a penalty of 10 per cent of the 

1 This compilation is derived mniidy from the following soiu-ces: 

^'TheCode of Alabama, 189G," appioved February U), 1897, prepared 
by Wm. L. Martin, commissioner. l*uhlished by the Foote & Davies 
Company, Atlanta, Ga., 1897. Tliis omitted the changes made in 
revenue laws by the session of 1S96~97. 

An act to amend the revenue laws of tlie state, approved February 
21, 1899, and given in the Session Laws 1898-99, pages 164 to 203. 
Declared n i \ constitutional. 

An act to further amend the revenue laws of the state, approved 
March 5, 1901, criven in the Session Laws 19(X)~UX)1, pages 210 to 250. 

The new constitution of Alabama, U)01, 

The Revenue Code of the State of Alabama, 1903, pid)lished by the 
auditor: The Brown Printing (bmpany, Montgomery, Ala., 1903. This 
includes the ainendments made at the session of n)02"3. 



amount of taxes secured through their services, which 
is levied in addition to the back taxes found due. 
The assessors also have power to assess back taxes 
evaded in any one of five years previous to date of dis- 
covery, and they receive a commission of 5 per cent, 
assessed as a penalty. 

Another peculiarity of the Alabama system is the 
payment of the assessors and tax collectors by per- 
centage commissions on the amount of taxes assessed 
and collected, and by fees for certain other services 
performed by the assessors or tax collectors. 

Alabama has three principal sources of revenue: 
(1) The general property tax, (2) the poll tax, and (3) 
the business taxes and licenses. 

The counties and the incorporated towns and cities 
are the only subdivisions of the state with independ- 
ent powers of taxation. Other districts, practically 
all of which are school districts, receive their funds 
from the state or county treasury. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 

ARTICLE XI. 

Sec. 211. All taxes levied on property in this state shall be assessed 
in exact proportion to the value of such property, but no tax shall be 
assessed upon any debt for rent or hire of real or personal property 
while owned by the landlord or hired during the current year of such 
rental or hire, if such real or personal property be assessed at its full 
value. 

Sec. 212. The power to levy taxes shall not be delegated to individ- 
uals or private corporations or associations. 

Sec. 213. (Refers to public debt.) 

Sec. 214. The legislature shall not have the power to levy in any one 
year a greater rate of taxation than sixty-five one-hundredths of one 
per centum on the value of the taxable property within this state. 

Sec. 215. No county in this state shall be authorized to ^evy a greater 
rate of taxation in any one year on the value of taxable property therein 
than one-half of one per centum; provided, that to pay debts existing 
on the sixth day of December, 1875, an additional rate of one-fourth of 
one per centum may be levied and collected, which shall be appropri- 
ated exclusively to the pa^anent of such debts and the interest thereon; 
provided, further, that to pay any debt or liability now existing against 
any county, incurred for the erection, construction, or maintenance of 
the necessary public buildings or bridges, or that may hereafter be cre- 
ated for the erection of necessary public buildings, bridges, or roads, 
au}^ county may levy and collect such special taxes, not to exceed one- 
fourth of one per centum, as may have been or may hereafter be author- 
ized by law, which taxes so levied and collected shall be applied exclu- 
sively to the purposes for which the same were so levied and collected. 
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Sec. 216. (This section limits the rate in cities, towns, villages, and 
other municipal corporations to h per cent for current purposes; 1 per 
cent for debts existing December 6, 1875; for the city of Mobile, | per 
cent for current purposes and | per cent for debts existing December 6, 
1875; for cities of Birmingham, HuntsviUe, and Bessemer, and the town 
of Andalusia, | per cent for current purposes and ^ per cent for debts 
existing at the time of adoption of tiiis constitution; for the city of 
Montgomery, i per cent for general purposes and | per cent for debts, 
public schools, and public conveniences; for Troy, Attalla, Gadsden, 
Woodlawn, B,rewton, Pratt City, Ensley, Wylam, and Avondale, an 
additional tax not to exceed § per cent; for Decatur, New Decatur, and 
Cullman, an additional /•, per cent, to be applied, in Decatur, for pul)lic 
schools, public school buildings, and public improvements, and in New 
Decatur and Cullman exclusively for educational pmposes, to be ex- 
pended by the school tmstees; but the additional tax in Troy and the 
cities named thereafter above must be sanctioned by majority vote at 
special election.) 

Sec. 217. The property of private corporations, associations, and 
individuals of this state shall forever be taxed at the same rate; pro- 
vided this section shall not apply to institutions devoted exclusively to 
religious, educational, or charitable purposes. 

Sec. 218. The legislature shall not have the power to require counties 
or other municipal corporations to pay any charges which are now pay- 
able out of the state treasury. 

Sec. 219. The legislature may levy a tax of not more than two and 
one-half per centum of the value of all estates, real and personal, money, 
public and private securities of every kind in this state passing from 
any person who may die seized and possessed thereof, or any part of 
such estate, money, or securities, or interest therein transferred by tlie 
intestate laws of this state, or by will, deed, grant, bargani, sale, or gift , 
made or intended to take effect in possession after death of the grantor, 
devisor, or donor, to any person or persons, bodies politic or corporate, 
in trust or otherwise, other than to or for the use of the father, raothei*. 
husband, wife, brothers, sisters, children, or lineal descendants of the 
grantor, devisor, donor, or intestate. 

article XII. 

Sec. 221. The legislature shall not enact any law which will permit 
any person, firm, corporation, or association to pay a privilege, license, 
or other tax to the state of Alabama and relieve him or it from the pay- 
ment of all other privilege and license taxes in the state. 

Sec. 229. * * * Xhe legislature shall, by general law, provide 
for the payment to the state of Alabama of a franchise tax by corpora- 
tions organized under the laws of this state, which shall be in proportion 
to the amount of capital stock: but strictly benevolent, educational, or 
religious corporations shall not be required to pay sucli a tax. * * * 

article XIV. 

Sec. 259. All poll taxes collected in this state shall l)e applied to tlie 
support of the public schools in tlie respective counties where collected. 

Sec. 260. The income arising from the sixteenth section tnist fund, 
the surplus revenue fund, until it is called for by the United States Gov- 
ernment, and the funds enumerated in sections 257 (this section makes 
the principal derived from the sale of certain lands a tnist fund) and 
258 (this section appropriates donations and escheats to the school 
funds) of this constitution, together with a special annual (ax of thirty 
cents on each one hundred dollars of taxable property in this state, 
which the legislature shall levy, shall be applied to the support and 
maintenance of the public schools, and it shall l)e the duty of the legis- 
lature to increase the public school fund from time to time as the neces- 
sity therefor and the condition of tlie treasuiy and the resources of the 
state may justify: Provided, That nothing herein contained shall l.>(> so 
construed as to authorize tire legislatui'e to levy in any one year a greater 
rate of state taxation for all purposes, including schools, than sixty-five 
cents on each one Imndred dollars' worth of taxable property: And pro- 
vided farther , That nothing herein contained shall prevent the legisla- 



ture from first providing for the payment of the bonded indebtedness 
of the state and interest thereon out of all the revenues of the state. 

Sec. 269. The several counties in this state shall have power to levy and 

collect a special tax not exceeding ten cents on each one hundred dollars 

of taxable property in such counties for the support of public schools: 

Provided, That the rate of such tax, the time it is to continue, and the 

purpose thereof, shall have been first submitted to a vote of the qualified 

electors of the county, and voted for by three-fifths of those voting at 

: such election; but the rate of such special tax shall not increase the rate 

i of taxation, state and county combined, in any one year, to more than 

I one dollar and twenty-five cents on each one hundred dollai's of taxable 

; property; excluding, however, all special county taxes for pul)lic build- 

I ings, roads, bridges, and the payment of debts existing at the time of the 

; ratification of the constitution of 1875. * * * 

i 

I article IV. 

I 

I Sec. 91. The legislature shall not tax the property, real or personal, 

\ of the state, counties, or other municipal corporations, or cemeteries ; nor 

^ lots in iiKYjrporated cities or towns, or within one mile of nuy city or 

i town to the extent of one acre, nor lots one mile or more distant fiom 

I such cities or townis to the extent of five acres, with the buildings 

^ tliereon, wheti same are used exclusively for religious worship, for 
■schools, or for purposes purely charitable. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

Sec. 194. Tlie poll tax mentioned in this article (in section 178, which 
mak(\s the payment of the poll tax prer(M{uisite to the ex(u-cise of the 
I electoral franc^hise) shall be one dollai' and fiftv cents upon eacli male 
I infiabitant of tlu* state over the agc^ of twenty-one years, and under the 
I age of forty-five years, who would not now l)e exempt by law, but the 
legislature is authorized to increase tla^ maximum age fixed in this sec- 
tion to not more than sixty years. Such poll tax shall become due and 
payable on the first day of Octobt^r in each year, and l)ecome delin- 
(juent on the first day of the next succeeding February, but no legal 
process nor any fee or commission shall be allowed for the collection 
then^of. The tax collector shall make returns of poll tax collections 
separate from other collections. 

OFFICERS. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are: 

(1) The county tax assessors, one in each county elected for a term of 
four years, whose compensation consists, first, of commissions on state 
and county taxes assessed !)y them, varying witli the amount of taxes 
assessed in each county from 1 per cent to 8 per cent; and, second, of 
fees paid by the persons assessed, amounting to 50 cents for the assess- 
ment and 25 cents each for any extra services, such as sending notices, 
etc. 

(2) The judge of prol)ate in each county, elected for six yc^ars, who 
makes al)stracts for the state auditcw and for the collector, and who 
collects license taxes. 

(3) The court of county <'ommissioners, consisting of four meml)ers 
elected for four years, and tlie judge of probate, constitute a l)oard of 
review. 

(4) The county tax collector, elected for four years. 

(5) Th(? stat<^ auditor, elected for four years. 

(6) The state board of assessors for railroad, telegraph, and telephone 
companies, composed of the governor, the secretary of state, the auditor, 
and the treasurer, together with the attorney-general, who acts as 
adviser and decides any tie vote. 

(7) The state tax commissioner, appointed for four years by the gov- 
ernor, and the district (or county) tax commissioners, appointed for four 
years by the state tax commissioner and comniotdy known as the " back- 
tax commissioners," w4iose functions are described in the introduc- 
tory statement. 
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State Revenues. 



A. TAXES. 



I. The general property tax. 
1. Base—' 
a. The property included and exempt, — The statutes 
enumerate 14 different classes of property which are 
^'subjects'' of taxation. The list is so comprehensive 
as to include all real and personal property. The 
enumerated items are: (1) Lands and improvements 
thereon; (2) wharves and wharf boats, landings, cot- 
ton pickeries, cottonseed-oil mills, compressors, grain 
elevators, toll bridges, ferries and turnpikes, and all 
passes, channels, or canals where tolls are charged, and 
street railroads, printing presses and materials; (3) 
steamboats, vessels, and water craft, excepting such as 
are engaged in foreign commerce; (4) the average 
amount of all stocks of goods, wares, merchandise on 
hand during the year; (5) all household furniture, 
libraries, jewelry, plate and silverware, etc., wagons, 
etc., office furniture, tools, arms, cattle, and other 
domestic animals; (6) money hoarded; (7) all moneyed 
capital, that is all money lent, solvent credits, or credits 
of value (in 1903 the section of the code containing 
provision (7) was changed as to mortgages so as to pro- 
vide for a ''privilege'' tax in addition to recording fee 
for mortgages in lieu of all other taxes); (8) shares in 
incorporated banks; (9) shares in corporations, other 
than railroad, telegraph (long distance telephone added 
in 1903), building and loan associations, and banks or 
banking associations; (10) real and personal property 
of water companies, electric light and power com- 
panies, gas companies, furnaces, rolling mills, mines, 
quarries, or manufacturing establishments; (11) all 
investments in bonds; (12) the roadbed, track, and 
other property, real and personal, of railroads, and all 
tramroads, pole roads, canals, ditches, and channels, 
etc.; (13) all dividends declared or earned, and not 
divided, by corporations; (14) all other property. For 
purposes of taxation the gross amount of sales at 
auction; the gross amount of commissions of any 
factor, broker, etc.; the gross receipts of all cotton 
pickeries, warehouses, or other storage places; and the 
gross receipts of toll bridges and ferries, canals, ditches, 
channels, passes, tramroads, and pole roads, and of 
telephone companies except long distance telephone 
companies, are also treated as property, (Since 1901. 
Formerly this list included also gas works, electric 
light companies, and street railroads.) 

(1) " Real property" is held to mean not only land, city, town, and 
village lots, but also all things thereunto pertaining, and all structures 
and other tilings so annexed or attached thereto as to pass to a vendee 
by the conveyance of the land or lot. 

(2) ** Personal property " is held to include all things, other than real 
property, whicli have any pecuniary value, and moneys, credits, and 
investments in any bonds, stocks, joint-stock companies, or otherwise. 
Credits include mortgages. 



(3) Exempt from taxation, besides public property, are bonds of Ala- 
bama; cemeteries; lots and buildings used for religious worship, educa- 
tional, or purely charitable purposes; all school furniture and other 
property used exclusively for public school purposes (the word ^'public" 
was dropped in 1903), and $25,000 for each public agricultural associa- 
tion; property of literary and scientific institutions; libraries of ministers 
of the gospel; all libraries not professional, and religious books kept for 
sale by ministers or colporteurs; deaf-mutes, insane, and blind persons, 
to the extent of $1,000; all family portraits; household furniture to $150; 
one yoke of oxen; one cart or wagon; two cows and calves; 20 head of 
hogs; 10 of sheep; all poultry; all cotton and other agricultural crops 
grown in the preceding year, and all manufactured articles remaining in 
hands of producer or manufacturer; provisions and seed; all wearing 
apparel; all looms and spinning wheels kept for use of family; $25 worth 
of farming tools or mechanic's tools; one sewing machine to ( aclv family, 
when taxable property does not exceed $250. (In 1899 the exemption 
of agricultural products was modified so that cotton and pig iron were 
exempt for twelve months from time of production, and thereafter to pay 
a special tax. In 1903 the special tax was abolished.) To encourage 
cotton factories it was enacted in 1893 that the county authorities might 
grant them exemption for five years; in 1901 shipbuilding plants were 
given the same opportunity, and it was further provided that cotton 
factories established since 1897 and in which $50,000 had been invested 
prior to 1902 should be exempt from all taxes for ten years, and ship- 
building plants investing $500,000 within five years from 1901 were also 
exempted from all taxes for ten years. 

6. Assessment — There is but one assessment list for 
state and county purposes. The assessment is made 
by the county assessor on the basis of sworn state- 
ments furnished by the taxpayers. The assessment 
of all property is made annually and refers to the 1st 
day of October; it is made up between that date and 
the 1st of February with a " supplementary'' assess- 
ment up to the last Monday in May. Property is to be 
valued at its actual cash value. When possible, the 
assessor is to interrogate the taxpayer personally. 
The penalty for failure to make a return to the 
assessor is, in the case of private persons, 5 per cent 
added to the assessment made by the assessor; in the 
case of railroad, telegraph, and long distance tele- 
phone companies, and of corporations whose gross 
receipts are taxable as property, the penalty is a 50 
per cent increase. Besides entering the valuation, the 
assessor is required to enter separately in the assess- 
ment book the amount of state, county, and special 
taxes on the aggregate of real and personal property. 
The assessor turns over the assessment book to the 
judge of probate, who makes the abstracts for the state 
auditor and the county collector. If the assessor dis- 
covers property that has escaped taxation in any 
assessment w ithin five years previous, he assesses the 
back taxes against that property and for this receives 
a special commission. There is also a tax commis- 
sioner in each county who, under the supervision of 
the state tax commissioner, is authorized to assess 
back taxes. 

Other provisions in regard to assessment were: 

In valuing real estate the location, whether vacant or lying idle, 
or occupied and in use, and, if occupied and in use, the rent derived 
therefrom, is to be taken into consideration. 
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Railroad, telegraph, and long distance telephone companies are 
assessed on all property, not strictly localized, by the state board of 
assessors, and the assessment so madc^ is apportioned to each county 
on the basis of mileage in such county. 

The valuation of railroad property not local in character made by 
the state board of assessors is had "exclusively upon the consideration 
of what a clear fee-simple title thereto would sell for under the conditions 
under which that character of property is most usually sold." 

The tax assessor is entitled to receive out of the first moneys col- 
lected for the state the following commissions on state taxes : In counties 
where the state taxes assessed do not exceed $12,000 the rate of com- 
mission shall be 8 per cent on the first $1,(X)0, 4 per cent on the second 
$1,000, and 2 per cent on the remainder; in counties where the state 
taxes assessed exceed $12,(X)0, the commissions shall be tbe same up to 
$12,000, 1^ per cent up to $60,000, and 1 per cent on the remainder. He 
has the same commissions on county taxes. He gets 5 per cent on 
back taxes. Also, the tax assessor receives a fee of 50 cents for making 
the demand on the taxpayer for his list of assessment, to l)e charged to 
the taxpayer and collected with the taxes, and also a fee of 25 cents for 
the issuance and service by the tax assessor of each notice to a tax- 
payer of an increase in his property valuation by the court of county 
commissioners, to be charged against the taxpayer if the increase is 
made final, otherwise canceled. 

c. Equalization, — There is no equalization, strictly 
interpreted, of any part of the assessment in Alabama, 
but the court of county commissioners sits as a board 
of review and hears and adjudicates all objections to 
the assessment, treating them as regular cases on the 
docket to be tried in the name of the state of Alabama 
as plaintiff and the taxpayer as defendant. An appeal 
from its decision may be taken to the circuit court. 

There is no state board of equalization and no 
equalization between counties. 

2. Rate— 

The constitution of 1875 limited the rate which 
might be levied for state purposes to 75 cents on each 
$100 of assessed valuation; that of 1901 reduced the 
rate to 65 cents. The annual rate is not determined 
by apportionment, but the code (subject to amendment 
at each session) fixes the rate in round numbers, and 
the amount so raised is apportioned for the various 
purposes. This system has resulted frequently in a 
deficit. 

In 1897 the rate was fixed for all purposes in general at 55 cents; in 
1899, 10 cents was added specifically for schools; and in 1903 the total 
rate of 65 cents was divided as follows: 30 cents for schools, 10 cents 
for the relief of needy Confederate soldiers and sailors, and 25 cents for 
general purposes. 

3. Collection— 

Taxes are collected by the county tax collector, who 
is paid for his services by commissions out of the taxes 
collected, similar to those allowed the assessor, and is 
allowed small fees, paid by the taxpayer, for collecting 
delinquent taxes. Taxes are due and payal>le after 
the 1st of October and become delinquent on the 1st 
day of January. The collector attends in each elec- 
tion precinct twice each year and makes appointments 
for the payment of taxes. Except for the collectors' 
fees, costs, and interest there are no penalties for 
delinquency. Delinquent taxes may be collected by 
seizure and sale of personal property, by garnishment, 
or by sale of lands under action by the court of county 
commissioners. 



II. Poll tax. 

The state poll tax (see section 194 of Article VIII 
of the Constitution) , less expenses of levy and collec- 
tion, is paid into the state treasury and by it disbursed 
to the county to be expended for the schools within 
the county of its collection 

1. Base — 

Every male inhabitant from 21 to 45 years of age 
not exempt b}^ law. Those exempt are: Towaiship 
trustees (in charge of schools), all members Alabama 
National Guard, and all persons permanently disabled 
whose taxable property does not exceed $5{)0, deaf- 
mutes, insane, and blind. 

2. Rate— 

Fixed by the constitution at $1.50 per annum. 

3. Collection — 

Collected by county tax collectors under supervision 
of state auditor and paid into the state treasurj^. 

4. Apportionment — 

Apportioned by the state superintendent of educa- 
tion; each county is entitled to all the poll taxes col- 
lected within its bounds, and each township or school 
district and each race therein, to poll taxes collected 
therefrom. 

III. Inheritance tax. 

There is, at present, no inheritance tax in Alabama, 
but the constitution of 1901 provides that the legisla- 
ture may levy such a tax. (Article XI, section 219.) 

IV. Corporation taxes. 

Corporations without any exception are covered, as 
are private individuals, by the general property tax, 
by the license taxes, or by both, while certain of them 
are also subject to special privilege taxes. The con- 
stitution of 1901 (Article XII, sections 229 and 232) 
provides that the legislature shall by general law pro- 
vide for the payment of a franchise tax. 

The code of 1896 imposes a francliise tax paid to the state of $25 on 
every increase of $50,(X)0 in capital stock up to 11,000,000; from 
$1,000,000 to $5,000,0(X) this tax is $500; and over $5,000,000, $1,000. 
For fees paid before a conmiission is issued to a corporation, see all 
fees under B. 

The following privilege or license taxes on corpora- 
tions are notable and different in character from the 
other licenses : 

Insurance companies, foi'cign and domestic, fire and life, pay a tax 
of $1 per annum on each SUX) of gross premiums received in the state, 
but domestic companies taxed on their property may deduct t iie taxes 
so paid. Eraternal organizations are exempt. 

Express companies doing business between points wholly in the 
state pay a license or privilege tax of S4,0(K) pcM- annum. 

Sleeping car companies formerly paid an annual privilege tax of 
$.5(X) and $1 for each mile run ])y its cars in tlie state not to exceed $1,(X)0 
in all. In HK)1 this was made $1 ,250 and tl»e mileage tax removed. 

Building and loan associations, domestic or foreign, pay a pnvi- 
lege tax of $1 on each $1,000 of paid-up capital stock up to $lfK),0(X) and 
,50 cents on each S1,(XX) over $100 XXK), and must pay taxes on office 
furniture and real estate, but aie not retjuired to pay taxes upon 
mortgages on real estate. 

Telegraph companies in addition to the property tax, pay an annual 
privilege tax: companies whose lines in the state do not exceed 
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150 miles pay $1 per mile; over L50 miles, $500, together with $1 per 
mile; long distance tc^lephoiie companies wliose lines do not exceed 200 
miles within the state pay .50 cents per mile; over 200 miles, $250 also, 
in addition to the taxes on their property. 

Railroad companies operating lines within the state pay as a railroad 
license tax sucli percentage of tlieir gross earnings accruing from busi" 
ness with ID the stiite, as may be necessary to pay the expenses of the 
statp raih'oad commission. 

y. Business taxes and licenses. 

Viyv state purposes a large nuiiiber of licenses are 
levied — annually except where otherwise stated. 

The licenses are as follows: 

Abstract companies, in towns or cities of 20,(XX) or mvire, $30; in towns 
or cities of 10,0(K) to 20,000,120; 5,000 to 10,000, $10 (addition in 1903, 
less than 5,000, $5). Auctioneers, towns or cities of 2(),0(X) or over, 
$50; 8,000 to 20,000, $30; 5,000 to 8,000, $20: 1,0(X) to 5,000,-15; tran- 
sient auctioneers, $.50. Bagatelle, or Jenny Lind table, 150. Baseball 
park, $.50 (added in 1903, but in towns of less than 15,0(X), $25). 
Bond makers, $50 (added in 1903). Bottk^-s, $25. Billiard table, 
not in coimection with a saloon, $25. Billiard table in connection with 
a saloon, $50. Bowling alleys, $25. Billposters in cities and tow^ns of 
20,(KX) or more, $25: 10,000 to 20,000, $15; less than 10,000, $5. 
Brokers or commission merchants in towns or cities of less than 2,500, 
$5; 2,.500 to 5,000, $10; 5,000 to 10,000, $15; 10,000 to 25,000, $25; 
25,000 or more, $50. Bicycles for rent in cities over 20,000, $15; 10,000 
to 20,000, $10; less than 10,0(X), $5. Book agents, except those selling 
religious publications, and Federal or Confederate soldiers of the Civil 
War, or indigent or disabled persons selling oidy in county of residence, 
$10 in each county. Brewers, $100. (yigarette dealers outside incor- 
porated cities or villages, $5; in cities of 5,0(X) or less, $10; 5,000 to 
10,(XX), $20; 10,000 to 20,000, $25; in all other places, $35. Cigar and 
tobacco dealers in towns of 20,000 or more, $10; less than 20,000, $5. 
Circuses in or within 2 miles of (in 1903 made 5 miles) towns or cities of 
5,0(X) or more, for each day, $1.50; in other places, $100; ponj^ and dog 
shows in towns or cities of 10,000 or more, per day, $35; in other 
places, per day, $25; side shows, per day, $10; flying jennies, $10. Cold 
storage, $10 (in 1903 raised and graduated according to size of city, 
$200, $100, $.50, $25, and $10). Commercial or mercantile agencies, 
$300 (in 1903, $10 more for each additional county). Concerts or exhi- 
bitions, not wholly for charitable, school, or religious purposes, $5 
(in 1903 made $10, and if continuous, $5 per day, $15 per week, or $30 
per month). Collecting agencies in towns or cities of 20,000, $25 (in 
1903 made $100) ; less than 20,000, $10 (in 1903 made $25). Construc- 
tion companies, .$25 (in 1903 made $10 in each county). Compounders 
and rectihers, $200. Cotton buyers, $10 (in 1903 made $10 in each 
county). Corporations doing business in Alabama not specifically 
required to pay some other license whose paid-up capital stock is under 
$10,000 pay $10; $10,000 to $25,(XX) pay $15; $25,0(X) to $.50,000 pay 
$25: $5(),(XX) to $lOO,OtX) pay $.50; $100,000 to $200,000 pay $75; 
$200,000 to $300,(X)0 pay $125; .$300,000 to $400,000 pay ^$175; 
$400,(XX) to $.5(X),0(X) pay $200 ; $.500,(X)0 to $1 ,000,0(X) pay $300 ; exceeds 
$1,000,000 pay $.500. Bar)ks are exempt. Coal or coke agents or 
dealers, in towns of 20,0(X) or over, $20; 5,000 to 20,000, $10; 5,000 or 
less, $5. Dealers hi playing cards, $5. Cane racks (see Devices). 
Distillers, $25 (in 11X)3 raised to $.50). Dog shows (see Circuses). De- 
tective agencies, [$.50. Devices, sucli , as throwing at figures, cane 
racks, knife racks, strength and lung testers, etc., -$25 in each county. 
Duminy and electric railways, iu counties of 40,(X)0 or over, $50; 
30,0{X) to 40XXK3, $40: less than 30,000, $10. Dice and dice boxes and 
dominoes in connection witli saloon, $25 (added in 1903). Each 
town or city having disptmsary, if less than .500, -$2.50; 500 to 1,(XX), 
$.500; over 1 ,OtX), $250 additional for each 1,0(X) or majority fraction. 
Electric light and power, gas and water works (street railroad added 
in 1903), in cities or towns of 20,000 or more, $1CX) (in 1903 made 
$200); 10,000 to 20,(XX), $.50; 5,000 to 10,(XX), $25; less than 5,(XX), 
$15. Entertainnu^its wiiere dancing is liad for admission fee, $5. 
Eyeglasses (see P(^ddlei's). Express companies (see under A. IV, Cor- 
poration taxes). Feather renovators, $10 in each county (in 1903 
raised to $.50). Fire, bankrupt, insolvent sales, $100. Toll bridges 



or ferries within two miles of town or city of 2,000, when income is 
more than $300 and less than $600, $5; same when income is over 
$600, $10; in or \^ithin two miles of town or city of 2,000 to 5,000, 
$.50; 5,(XX) or more, $75. Flying jennies, hobbyhorses, or merry-go- 
rounds in cities and towns of 20,00t) or within one mile, for each 
week, $5; for each month, $10; for each, year, $30; 2,000 to 20,000, 
$5 per month, $2.50 per week, .$20 per annum; in other places, $1 
per week, $2.-50 per month, and $10 per year. Dealeis in futures, 
$200 (made to include "bucket shops," in 1903, and rates $.500 in 
towns or cities of 20,000 or more; $2,50 in all other cities). Fortune 
tellers, $5. Fruit stands in cities and towns over 10,000, $5; in other 
places, $2.50. Gypsies and traders, $25 in each county. Horse dealers. 
40 cenis on each animal sold (in 1903 made $20 per annum). Illu- 
minating oil (added in 1903), to enforce inspection at \ «ent per gallon. 
Insurance companies doing a banking business, $.50. Ice factories, 
daily capacity 10 tons, $15; 10 to 15 tons, $25; over 15 tons, $.50. 
Itinerant traders, $.50. Knife ra<*ks (see Devices). Laundries (other 
than those run by hand), $10 (in 1903 made to apply to hotels and 
exempted laundries in towns or villages of less than 1,000, and washer- 
women). Lightning rod agents, $50. Legerdemain or sleight of hand, 
$10. Liquor dealers (spirituous, vinous, or malt), at retail on steam- 
boat or other water craft, or on sleeping, dining, or bud'etcar, $350; in 
towns or cities less than 1,000, $200; 1,000 to 3,000, $250; 3,000 to 
5,000, $275; 5,000 to 10,000, $300; more than 10,000, $3,50; but 
dealers in beer alone pay one-fourth these amounts, and wines alone, 
one-tenth of same. For wholesale dealers, $350; dealers in cider, $10. 
(In 1903 wholesalers in lager beer alone were given a license of $1,50.) 
Menageries or museums, $25. Slot machines, $2 (new regulations 
as to use in 1903). Mercantile agencies (see Commercial agencies). 
(Added in 1903.) Merchandise brokers, cities of 25,000 or more, $25; 
10,000 to 25,000, $15; 5,000 to 10,000, $10; 2,500 to 5,000, $5; less 
than 2,.500, $2. ,50. Money lenders, $100; banks exempt. News com- 
panies, $100, in lieu of all state and county licenses. Oils, ilhuninating 
or lubricating oils or fuel oils at wholesale, one-half of 1 per cent of 
gross sales, collected by state tax commissioner on a commission of 10 
per cent. Pawnbrokers, $75 (in 1903 made $150 with $50 extra 
if pistols are sold). Patent rights, each $5 in each county. Peddlers 
of medicines, $50 in each county (in 1903 made $100, one-half for 
the county); spectacles or eyeglasses, $5 for each county; peddlers 
of medicine, with vocal or instrumental nmsic or both, $100 in each 
county; in wagon drawn by one horse or other animal, $40 (in 
1903 reduced to $25); two or more horses, $55 (in 1903 reduced 
to $35); on a horse or other animal, $25 (in 1903 reduced to $15); 
on foot, $15 (in 1903 reduced to $10); when accompanied by singers 
or performers on musical instruments, $100. Exempt are, peddlers of 
tinware only; wooden, stone or clay hollow ware only; tanners, per- 
sons disabled, incapacitated Confederate soldiers; peddlers of fish, oys- 
ters, game, fresh meats, poultry, fruit, and all farm products raised by 
the seller. Clock peddlers, $500 and $250 county license in each 
coimty. Citizens of Alabama five years resident who were soldiers 
or sailors of the Confederacy and do not own property ov^er $1,000 
may peddle outside cities without paying license, but they may not 
peddle medicines. Photographers in railroad car, $15 (in 1903 made 
$2.5); travehng in any other way, $5. Dealers in pistols, bow^ie or dirk 
knives, and brass knuckles, $.50. Dealers in pistols or rifle cartridges in 
towns or cities of 20,0(X) or more, $.50; 10,000 to 20,000, $25; other 
places, $10. Public halls in towns of more than 5,000, .$25; 2,000 to 
5,000, $15; less than 2,0(X), $10. Pool tables, pin pool, $100; not pin 
pool, but in connection with saloon, $50,; for hire not in ctinnection 
with saloon, $25. Plumbers or gas fitcers in towns of 10,000 or ]nore, 
$10 (in 1903 made $25); in other places, $5 (in 1903 made $10). Pig 
iron storage companies, $50. Race ti'acks at or within five mik^s of city 
of 5,000, $100; more than 5,000, ,$200. Railroad ticket brokers, except 
agents of a railroad, in cities or towns of 10,(XX) inhabitants or over, 
$100; less than 10,000, $50. Real estate brokers or agents in cities 
or towns of 10,000 or more, $15; less than 10,000, $5 (in 1903 a new 
class, 5,000 to 10,000, at $10, was made). Social clubs selling liquors 
pay retail liquor license. Supply cars, $100. Skating rinks, ,|25. Sew- 
ing machine agents, $25 in each county (in 1903 agents for stoves, 
ranges, pianos, or organs were added). Shooting. galleries, $15. Side 
shows (see Circuses). Srock and bond dealers, $20 (in 1903 made $35). 
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Tenpin alleys (sec Bowling alleys). Theattrs in cities and towns over 
8,000, $50; less than 8,000, $25. (In 1903 in cities and towns of 
more than 20,000, $100; the rest as before.) Toll bridges (see Ferries) - 
Telephone companies in cities and towns of 20,000, $25; 10,000 to 
20,000,110; all others, $5. Private lines between residences exempt 
(added in 1903). Junk dealers, $150. Warehouse and elevator com- 
panies in cities of more than 20,000, $20 (in 1903, $50); less than 
20,000, $10 (in 1903, $25). Waterworks (see Electric Light companies). 
Witness certificates, dealing in claims against the state, $10. 

Tax on the sale of commercial fertilizers.— DeahTs in commercial fer- 
tilizers pay $1 per annum. All fertilizers sold in packages of 200 
pounds or less must bear state tax tag, for which a payment of 5 cents 
is collected; over 200 pounds, 5 cents for each 200 pounds or fraction 
thereof. 

3 . Collection — 
State license taxes are paid to the judge of probate, | 
who issues Kcenses and enforces the regulation. He 
is allowed a fee of 50 cents paid by the taxpayer. 
The judge of probate remits directly to the state 
treasurer. 

B. FEES. I 

Corporations, before a commission shall issue, pay 
the judge of probate, in the county where their chief 
place of business is, for the benefit of the state, the 
following fees: 

When proposed capital stock is $50,000 or less, $25; $50,000 (o ! 
$100,000, $50; $100,000 to $250,000, $75: $250,000 to $500,000, $100; 
$500,000 to $1,000,000, $200; $1,000,000 and over, $250. Also small 
fees for filing papers, copies thereof, etc. The same fees are charged 
foreign corporations. Insurance companies of every sort pay the 
insurance commissioner the following fees: For tiling charter, $100; t 
for each annual statement, $100; agents' certilicates and renewals, j 
$2.50; seal of o-Hfice, $1; copies of papers, 10 cents per 100 words. 

County IIevenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general property fax. 

1. Base— 

The property included and the method of assess- 
ment and of equalization are the same for coimty as 
for state purposes. 

2. Rate— 

The rate is fixed by the court of county com- 
missioners, and a special rate may l)e levied for 
erecting or repairing county buildings. If three- 
fifths of the votes cast in an election favor it, a 
special rate may be levied for school purposes. The 
rate, except to pay indebtedness, ni'^y not exceed 
one-half of 1 per cent. 

3. Collection — 

Made by county collector at the same time and in 
the same manner as state taxes. 

II. Poll tax. 

Able-bodied adult males may be required to work 
on roads as may be necessary, anywhere within six 
miles of their residence, but not to exceed ten days 
per annum; or, in default of labor, to pay not less 
than $1 nor more than $3 per day of required service 
III and IV. Inheritance tax and corporation taxes. 

None for the county. 



V. Business taxes and licenses. 

The court of county commissioners may levy 
license taxes additional to the state license tax and 
on the same subjects up to 50 per cent of the state 
tax except where otherwise provided. 

Rates especially mentioned are for lightning rod agents, $10; for 
peddlers of medicine, $50; pt ddlers of docks, $250: supply cars, $10. 
Dogs may be registered and a fee of 25 cents, together with a tax of 
$1, must then be paid to judge of probate. 

Municipal Revenues. 
A. taxes. 

I. Tlie general property fax. 

1. Base— 

a. The property included is the same as for state 
taxation. 

6. Municipalities may make an annual assessment of 
their own. 

c. There is no equalization proper, but tlie intendant 
and the aldernum hold a meeting to ^'correct en^ors." 

2. Hate— 

The nnmicipal rate is limited by the constitution of 
100] to one-half of 1 |)er cent of the valuation of prop- 
ei'tv as assessed for state purposes, and is fixed by the 
munic"i})al authorities. (Sec^ citations from constitu- 
tion for numen)us special provisions.) 

3. Collection — 

The nnmici|)al authorities may aj:>point some person 
to (^ollect taxes; the levy has the forc(^ of a judgment 
and may be enforced in a maimer analogous to that for 
state taxes. 
IL Poll tax. 

Munici])aliti(^s may levy a poll tax for road or street 
purj)oses of not exceeding $2 on (^ach able-bodied 
adidt male inhal)itant who has rcvsided therein three 
montlis. 

Ill and IV. Inheritance tax and corporation faxes. 

No such taxes are levied 1)y tlie municipalities (but 
see Business taxes and licenses). 
V. Business taxes and licenses. 

Express companies ])ay the following license taxes 
in nnmicipal it ies annually: 

When the value of eollections is $5(X) or less, $2.50; $5(X) to $1.0(X), 
$5; $1,(HX) to$2,rXX), $10; $2,{XX) to $3,(X)0, $15; $8,0(X) to $4,fKX), $20; 
$4,0fX) to $5,(XX), $25: $5.(XX) to $10,(XX), $50; $10,0(X) to $15,0(X). $75; 
$15,000 to $20,(XX), SKX), $20,(XX) to $25,0(X}, $L50; $25,0(X) to $:]0,(XK), 
$200: over $80 .(XX), $2.50. 

T(legrai)h and long distance telephone companies may also he taxed 
by numicipalities for the privilege of doing business. 

Munici])al authorities have power to license, tax, regulate, and re- 
strain th( atrical and other shows and amusements, i\m\ the retailing 
of spirituous, vinous, and malt liquois within th(^ corporate limits; to 
license wagons, carts, etc., not to exceed $.30; retail liquor dealers, not 
less than $20 nor more than $5(X); merchants, not over $25; auction- 
eers, not over $50; and on each pack of playing cards, not over $U 

C. FINES AND PENALTIES. 

Municipal authorities have power to impose fines 
not to exceed $50. 
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School Revenues. 

The schools are administered in districts or city school 
districts^ each of which receives from the state treasury 
via the county its apportionment of the lump sum 
appropriation or of the proceeds of the rate levied 
especially for schools, now fixed by constitution not 



to exceed 30 cents; also in the same manner all poll 
taxes collected within its bounds; an apportionment 
of the sixteenth section fund and other funds derived 
from the sale of lands, and 4 per cent on surplus reve- 
nues of the United States deposited with the state; 
all escheats to the state; and certain licenses. (See 
Constitutional provisions.) 



ALASKA.^ 



The revenues of Alaska are derived from taxes on 
business and trade. This system of license taxes is 
the main source of revenue for general district pur- 
poses, and no provision is made for the taxation of 
real or personal propert}^ for district revenues. 

Towns of 300 inhabitants may incorporate, and the 
council has power to impose and collect a poll tax on 
electors, a tax on dogs, a general tax on real and 
personal property, possessory rights, and improve- 
ments, and such license taxes on business as the 
council may deem reasonable. 

Municipal taxes are not to exceed 1 per cent on the 
assessed valuation of property, and all assessments 
made by the corporation assessor are subject to re- 
view by the council, and appeals may be taken to the 
district court. 

Fifty per cent of all license moneys collected by 
the clerk of the district court under the laws of the 
United States within such towns is to be paid over 
to the treasurer of the town and used for school 
purposes* 

Fifty per cent of the license money collected out- 
side of towns in the district of Alaska is to be expended 
under the direction of the Secretary of the Interior 
for school purposes outside of towns in the district. 

The act of Congress of June 6, 1900 (chapter 786, 
31 Stat., 321), an act making further provision for a 
civil government for Alaska, and for other purposes, 
provides : 

Any person or corporation prosecuting any of the 
following lines of business within the district of 



Alaska must first obtain a license from a district 
court and pay for such license as follows : 

Abstract offices, per annum, $50; banks, per annum, $250 ; boarding 
houses, 10 or more guests, per annum, $15; brokers (money, bill, note, 
and stock), per annum, $100; billiard rooms, per table, per annum, $15; 
bowling alleys, per annum, $15; breweries, per annum, $500; bottling 
works, per annum, $200; cigar manufacturers, per annum, $25; cigar 
stores, per annum, $15; drug stores, per annum, $50; public docks, 
wharves, warehouses, 10 cents per ton on freight handled or stored; 
electric light plants furnishing light or power, per annum, $300. Fish- 
eries — salmon canneries, per case, 4 cents; salmon salteries, per barrel, 
10 cents; fish-oil works, per barrel, 10 cents; fertilizer works, per ton, 
20 cents. Freight and passenger transportation lines, river and lake 
steamers, $1 per ton per year on net tonnage of each vessel; gas plants, 
for heat and light, per annum, $300; hotels, per annum, $50; halls, 
public, per annum, $10; insurance agents and brokers, per annum, $25; 
jewelers, $25; mines— quartz mills, per stamp, per year, $3. Mercan- 
tile establishments and manufactories — business $100,000, per annum, 
$500; business $75,000, per annum, $375; business $50,000, per an- 
num, $250; business $25,000, per annum, $125; business $10,000, per 
annum, $50; business under $10,0(X), per annum, $25; business under 
$4,000, per annum, $10. Meat markets, per annum, $15; manufac- 
tories, same classification and license charges as mercantile establish- 
ments; physicians, itinerant, per annum, $50; planing mills, itinerant, 
per annum, $50; pawnbrokers, itinerant, per annum, $300; peddlers, 
itinerant, per annum, $25; patent medicine vendors, per annum, $50; 
railroads, per mile, per annum, $100; restaurants, per annum, $15; 
real estate dealers and brokers, per annum, $50; ships and shipping, per 
ton, per annum (net tonnage), $1; sawmills, per 1,000 feet, 10 cents; 
steam ferries, per annum, $100; toll road on trail, per annum, $200; 
tobacconists, per annum, $15; tramways, per mile, per annum, $10; 
transfer companies, per annum, $50; taxidermists, per annum, $10; 
theaters, per annum, $1(X); waterworks, per annum, $50. 

B. FEES. 

Attorneys, admission fees, $10; notary public commission, $10. 
(Devoted to the historical library and museum.) 



ARIZONA.^ 



Arizona depends for territorial revenue mainly upon 
the general property tax. 

In the counties this tax is supplemented by licenses. 



ORGANIC Lx\W. 



R. S., U. S., section 1851. * * * No tax shall be imposed upon 
the property of the United States, nor shall the lands or other property 
of nonresidents be taxed higher than the lands or property of residents. 



; further 



^ This compilation is derived mainly from the following sources : 

Act of Congress, June 6, 1900, chapter 786. An act making fui 
provision for a civil government for Alaska. 

Act of Congress, March 3, 1901, chapter 859. An act to amend the 
above. (31 Stat., 2, 1438.) 

-Thia compilation is based mainly upon the Revised Statutes of Ari- 
zona territory, 1901. 



(1 Supp. R. S., U. S., p. 503, being chap. 818, 49th Cong., 1st sess. 
July 30, 1886.) (Known as the '' Harrison Act.") The legislature of the 
territories of the United States, now or hereafter to be organized, sh^ll 
not pass local or special laws in any of the following enumerated cases, 
that is to say: * * * Yot the assessment and collection of taxes foi 
territorial, county, township, or road purposes. 

OFFICERS. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are: 

(1) The county assessors. In counties of the first, second, and third 
classes an assessor is appointed by the board of supervisors for a term of 
four years. In counties of the -fourth, fifth, and sixth classes the sheriff 
is ex officio assessor. 

(2) The county treasurer, who is ex officio tax collector. 
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(3) In incorporated cities an assessor, appointed by the board of tnis- 
tees; who is ex officio tax collector. He is compensated by fees, which 
are added to the property and Hcense taxes. 

(4) The county board of supervisors, which acts as county board of 
equahzation. The mayor and council constitute the city board of 
equahzation. 

(5) The auditor and two other members, appointed by the governor 
for a term of two years, who constitute the territorial board of equahza- 
tion; they also constitute the board of assessment for railroad property. 

(6) The territorial auditor, appointed by the governor for a term of 
two years. 

Territorial Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. TJie general "property tax. 
1. Base — 
a. The property included and exempt. — All property 
of every kind and nature whatsoever within the terri- 
tory^ except as specially exempted ^ is subject to this 
tax. 

(1) Real estate is defined to include the ownership of, or claim to, or 
possession of, or right of possession to any land. But it does not include 
mining claims, either lode or placer. Water ditches constructed for 
mining, manufacturing, or irrigating purposes, and wagon, turnpike, 
toll roads, and telegraph lines are treated as real estate, 

(2) Personal property includes all property not included under (1), 
Whenever solvent debts (credits) are assessed, the person assessed may 
deduct his liabilities. Shares of stock are declared to possess no value 
beyond that of the property of the corporation for which they stand and 
are not taxable to the stockholders, but the property tliey represent is 
taxable to the corporation. Bank stock is excepted from tliis rule and 
is taxable to the stockholders. Property under mortgage or lease shall 
be listed by and taxed to the mortgagor or lessor, unless it be listed by 
the mortgagee or lessee. 

(3) The exemptions, in addition to all public property, are: Houses 
occupied by fire companies and their apparatus; free public libraries, 
colleges, and schools; public hospitals, asylums, poorhouses, and other 
charitable or benevolent institutions; agricultural societies; churches; 
cemeteries; property of widows and orphans not to exceed $1,0(X), 
where their total assessment does not exceed $2,000; private irrigating 
ditches; and for ten years after February, 1901, the franchises, right 
of way, roadbeds, bridges, culverts, rolling stock, and other property 
used in the actual operation and construction of newly begun railroads. 

h. Assessment, — All property, except that of rail- 
roads, is assessed by the county assessors. It is to be 
assessed at its full cash value, which is defined as 
^^what the property would be taken for in payment of 
a just debt due from a solvent debtor." The assess- 
ment refers to the first Monday in Februaiy and the 
roll must be made up between that date and the first 
Monday in June. The assessment is based upon a sworn 
statement furnished to the assessor by the taxpayer, 
or, in neglect thereof, upon the best information obtain- 
able. The penalty for furnishing a false list is assess- 
ment at five times the amount of tax for the year and 
loss of all rights before the board of equalization. 
Fifty per cent of the penalty goes to any informant. 
The refusal to file a statement constitutes a misde- 
meanor punishable by a fine of not less than $10 nor 
more than $300, or imprisonment for not less than two 
days nor more than three months, or both. The as- 



sessor is liable on his bond for the taxes on property 
which he neglects to assess. 

Transient herds of sheep or goats are assessable in the place where the 
owner resides. 

The property of railroads, except such as is not used in connection 
with the operation of the roads, is assessed by the territorial board of 
equalization. The property so assessed includes the franchise, right of 
way, roadbed, bridges, culverts, rolling stock, depots, station grounds, 
buildings, telegraph lines, and other property used exclusively in the 
operation of the railway. The assessment so made is apportioned among 
the counties and municipalities on the basis of number of miles of main 
track. 

No land may be assessed at less than 75 cents per acre. 

Shares of bank stock are assessed to the shareholders, but the tax, 
being a lien on shares and dividends, may be paid by the bank. 

c. Equalization. — The county board of supervisors 
acts as a county board of equalization and may in- 
crease or lower any assessment, and may require the 
assessor to amend the roll or ma}^ itself amend it. An 
appeal from the decision of the county board of equali- 
zation lies to the district court. 

The territorial board of equalization equalizes the 
assessment between counties, increasing or diminish- 
ing the valuation of the property of any county, to 
produce a just relation between all valuations of prop- 
erty in the territor}^, but it may not reduce the aggre- 
gate valuation of all counties below the aggregate 
returned by the supervisors. 

2. Rate— 

The territorial board of equalization determines the 

\ tax rate. This rate is not to exceed 35 cents on each 

$100 of assessable property for general purposes and 

such further sum as is required to meet the debt 

I charges. There are, however, a number *of other 

levies: 

Insane asylum interest fund, 10 cents; normal school fund, 5 cents; 
I territorial school fund, 3 cents; univ(>rsity fund, 6 cents; prison fund, 
I 12 cents; range fund, 5 cents; redemption fund, 2.J cents; interest 
I workPs fair bonds, {^% cent; interest fund, 13i|g^ cents; university 
i interest fund, ^ cent; capitol interest fund, IJ cents; Tempe normal 
school fund, 2§ cents; ibid., l)uilding fund, 4 cents; university inter- 
est fund, ^y^, cent; Northern Arizona normal school fund, 3 cents; 
ibid., building fund, 1 cent; territorial industrial school fund, 1 cent; 
ibid., improvement fund, 4 cents; interest St. Louis exposition bonds, 
iVo cent. 

3. Collection — 

Territorial taxes, together with county and munici- 
I pal taxes, are extended on one duplicate assessment 
\ roll and are all collected by the county tax collector. 
I Taxes become delinquent on the third Monday in 
\ December, and the penalty for delinquency is 5 per 
I cent. Taxes are a general lien on all property of the 
I taxpayer, and may be collected by seizure and sale. 
j Taxes on personal property, however, when they iare 
i not secured by real estate are collected by the assessor. 
I II. Poll tax. 

\ There is no territorial poll tax (see County and Mu- 
I nicipal revenues). 
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III. Inheritance tax. 

There is no tax on inheritances. 

IV. Corporation taxes. 

Corporations generally are taxed under the general 
property tax^ but foreign insurance companies pay a 
tax of 2 per cent per annum on all premium receipts 
within the state. 

V. Business taxes and licenses. 

Licenses to slaughter are paid to the secretary of the 
live stock sanitary board and are: 

Within 4 miles of town of 5,000 inhabitants, $1.50 annually; within 4 
miles of town of 3,0(X) to 5,000 iniiabitants, $120 aiinually; within 4 
miles of town of 1,000 to 3,000 inhabitants, S90 annually; in all other 
cases, $30 annually. 

B. FEES, 

Banks pay to the bank comptroller (tlie auditor acts as such) a 
license fee at the time of l)eginiiing l)usiness amounting to $5, and for 
copies of papers, etc., 20 cents per foHo of 100 words and $1 for certified 
copies. 

For examination into tlie condition of the l)anks; Wlien the capital 
stock is $50,0(X) or over, $40; when th(^ capital stock is $25,000 and 
under |50,0(X), $35; when the capital stock is less than 125,000, $30; 
branch or agency l)anks, $25; building and loan associations, $30. 

Foreign insurance companic^s pay: For filing statement, $5: for 
issuing certificate* of authority, $5; for agents' certificate, $2; for filing 
articles of incorporation, $5; for publishing statement, $2.50. 

Fees payal)le to the secretary of the territory (prior to 1903 th(*se 
were retained by him) are: For affixing seal, $1; for filing articles of 
incorporation, $5; for filing affidavit of pu}>lication, $3; for recording, 
per folio, 20 cents; for official bonds, commissions, and miscellaneous 
doc^unents, $1.50 to $3; for tiling notice of intention to construct a rail- 
road, $10; for filing notice to construct reservoir, $5. 

County Revenues. 
A. taxes. 

I. The general property tax. 

1. Base— 

The property included and the method of assessment 
and of equalization are the same for county as for 
terri torial re v enues . 

2. Rate— 

The county supervisors may lev}^ taxes not to 
exceed $2 on each $100 of assessed valuation of prop- 
erty and such additional amoimt as may be necessary 
to meet the interest and payment of the county debts. 

3. Collection — 

County taxes are collected in substantially the same 
manner as territorial taxes. 

II. Poll tax. 

1. Base — 

Every male person between the ages of 21 and 60 
years. Members of fire companies are exempt. 

2. Ride-^^ 



Two dollars and a half per annum. 

3. Collection — 
Due^ payable, and collected in the same manner as 
the taxes on personal property. 

Ill and IV. hiheritance tax and corporation taxes. 
There are no inheritance or corporation taxes. 
V. Business taxes and licenses. 

Liquor licenses. — First class, sales $20,000 quarterly; tax, $125 quar- 
terly. Second class, sales $12,000 to $20,000 quarterly; tax, $100 
quarterly. Third class, sales less than $12,000 quarterly; tax, $75 
quarterly. Fourth class (hotels) selling only in quantities of less than 
2 gallons and over 1 pint, $30 quarterly. Selling in quantities of 
less than 1 gallon— in cities, etc., of 800 and over, $50 quarterly; in 
cities of 200 to 800, $40 quarterly; in cities of less than 200, $20 quar- 
terly; wayside places, $12 quarterly. Peddlers' licenses. — General, $75 
quarterl}"; with a wagon, and seUing liquor, $100 quarterly. Theater 
licenses. — All kinds of exhibitions, $30 quarterly; $10 for each per- 
formance. Circuses — 5 per cent of gross receipts. Billiard tables, 
$10 quarterly; bowling alleys, $10 quarterly. Distilleries and brew- 
eries. — Sales per quarter, $10,000, $40 quarterly; sales per quarter, 
$5,000 to $10,000, $20 quarterly; sales per quarter, less than $5,000, 
$10 quarterly. Insurance agents, $10 quarterly. Gaming tables, $30 
per month. 

Municipal Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. TJie general property tax. 

1. Base — 

The propert}^ assessed and the method of assessment 
and of equalization are substantially the same as 
described under territorial revenues. Cities ma}" have 
a separate valuation. 

2. Rate— 

The levy is made by the board of trustees and for 
specified general purposes may not exceed three- 
fourths of 1 per cent. 

3. Collection — 

By the city assessor and tax collector in substan- 
tially the same manner as territorial and county taxes. 

II. Poll tax. 

1. Road poll tax J lahor tax. 
, a. Base — 

All able-bodied males between the ages of 21 and 50 
years. 

h. Rate — 
Two days' labor, or $2 for each day. 

c. Collection — 
In labor or cash by the road overseer. 

III. Inheritance tax. 

There is no inheritance tax for municipalities, 

IV. Corporation taxes. 

There are no corporation taxes proper. But fran- 
chises to use the public streets may be granted for 
payment of an annual rental based on gross receipts. 
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V. Business taxes and licenses. 

The city council may license and tax : Gaming and fraudulent devices ; 
sale of liquors in every way; billiard tables, bagatelle tables, pin alleys, 
etc.; hackmen, draymen, carters, porters, etc.; auctioneers, distillers, 
brewers, lumber yards, livery stables, money changers, pawnbrokers, 
etc.; hawkers or peddlers; exhibitions, concerts, circuses, etc.; 
butchers; porters or runners for cars or public houses; secondhand and 
junk stores; insurance companies and agencies; any and all professions, 
trades, or callings, etc.; ferries. 



School Kevenues. 

The territorial school fund receives, besides the 
receipts from lands and trust funds, the proceeds of 3 
cents per $100 of assessed valuation of property. 

The county school fund receives not less than 50 nor 
more than 90 cents levied by the supervisors on each 
$100 of assessed valuation; also the poll taxes. 

There may also be special school district taxes levied 
by the trustees of the school district. 



ARKANSAS.^ 



Arkansas depends almost entirely upon the general 
property tax and licenses or privilege taxes; but there 
is also a poll tax and an inheritance tax. There are no 
special corporation taxes, and, except for the assess- 
ment of a few classes of corporations by a state board, 
no essential departures from the local administration 
of the general property tax. The license taxes are in 
the main supplementary to the property tax, as they 
fall upon persons who would by the nature of their 
occupation otherwise escape taxation. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 

ARTICLE XVI. 

Sec. 5. All property subject to taxation shall be taxed according to 
its value, that value to be ascertained in such manner as the general 
assembly shall direct, making the same equal and uniform throughout 
the state. No one species of property, from which a tax may be col- 
lected, shall be taxed higher than another species of property of equal 
value. Provided, The general assembly shall have power, from time to 
time, to tax hawkers, peddlers, ferries, exhibitions, and privileges in such 
manner as may be deemed proper: Provided further , That the following 
property shall be exempt from taxation: Public property used exclu- 
sively for public purposes; churches used as such ; cemeteries used exclu- 
sively as such; school buildings and apparatus (includes private schools, 
see 42 Ark., 536), libraries and grounds used exclusively for school pur- 
poses; and buildings and grounds and materials used exclusively for 
public charity. 

Sec. 6. All laws exempting property from taxation, other than as 
provided in thii^ constitution, shall be void. 

Sec. 7. Th^ power to tax corporations and corporate property shall 
not be surrendered or suspended b}" any contract or grant to which the 
state may be a party. 

Sec. 8. The general assembly shall not have power to levy state taxes 
for any one year to exceed, in the aggregate, one per cent of the assessed 
valuation of the prooerty of the state for that year. 

Sec. 9. No county shall levy a tax to exceed one-half of one per cent 
for all purposes, but may levy an additional one-half of one per cent to 
pay indebtedness existing at the time of the ratification of this consti- 
tution. 

Sec. 10. The taxes of counties, towns, and cities shall only be paya- 
ble in lawful currency of the United States, or the orders or wjirrants of 
said counties, towns, and cities, respectively. 

Sec. 11. No tax shall be levied except in pursuance of law; and every 
law imposing a tax shall state distinctly the object of the sam(^; and no 
moneys arising from a tax levied for one purpose shall be used for any 
other purpose. 

^ This compilation is derived mainly from the following sources: 
A Digest of the Revenue Laws of the Stat-e of Arkansas, compiled in 
the auditor's office by Avery E. Moore, 1903. 

Checked and verified by reference to A Digest of the Statutes of 
Arkansas, by L. P. Sandels and Joseph M. Hill, published by authority 
of the general assembly, 1894, and to the session laws since 1894. 



ARTICLE X. 



Sec. 3. (Exempted mines and manufactures from taxation. Expired 
by its own terms, in 1881.) 



ARTICLE v. 



Sec. 31 . No state tax shall be allowed, or appropriation of money made, 
except to raise means for the payment of the just debts of the state, for 
defraying the necessary expenses of government, to sustain common 
schools, to repel invasion and suppress insurrection, except by a major- 
ity of two-thirds of both houses of the general assembly. 

article XII. 

Sec, 4. No municipal corporation shall be authorized to pass any 
laws contrary to the general laws of the state, nor levy any tax on real or 
personal property to a greater extent, in one year, than five mills on the 
dollar of the assessed value of the same : Provided, That to pay indebt- 
edness existing at the time of the adoption of the constitution an addi- 
tional tax of not more than five mills on the dollar may be levied. 

article XIV. 

Sec. 3. The general assembly shall provide, by general laws, for the 
support of common schools by taxes, which shall never exceed in any one 
year two mills on the dollar on the taxable property of the state ; and by 
an annual per capita tax of one dollar, to be assessed on every male 
inhabitant of this state over the age of twenty-one years: Provided, 
That the general assembly may, by general law, authorize school dis- 
tricts to levy, by a vote of the qualified electors of such district, a tax not 
to exceed five mills on the dollar in any one year for school purposes: 
Provided, further, That no such tax shall be appropriated to any other 
purpose nor to any other district than that for which it was levied. 

article xtx. 

Sec. 11. * * * and all fees that may hereafter be payable by 
law for any service performed by any officer mentioned in this section 
(the governor, secretarj^ of state, auditor, treasurer, attorney-general, 
judges of the supreme court, judges of the circuit court, commissioner of 
state land, and prosecuting attorney), except prosecuting attorneys, 
shall be paid in advance into the state treasury. * * * 

Sec. 27. Nothing in this constitution shall be so construed as to pro- 
hibit the general assembly from authorizing assessments on real prop- 
erty for local improvements in towns and cities under such regulations 
as may be prescril)ed by law, to be based upon the consent of a majority 
in value of the property holders owning property adjoining the locality 
to be affected, but such assessments shall be ad valorem and uniform. 

Amendment adopted Noveml^r, 1898, provides that county courts 
and justices of peace may levy three-mill tax for county roads. 

OFFICERS. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are: 

(1) The county assessor, elected for two years, compensated by fees. 

(2) The county board of equalization, composed of ''three intelligent 
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citizens, real estate owners, and qualified electors" selected from dif- 
ferent parts of (lie coinit}-, and appointed b}^ the governor for two years. 
Counties having two judicial districts liave a board in each. 

(3) The sheriO" of each county, who is ex olficio tax collector. 

(4) Tlie clerk of the county court, who acts as county auditor, elected 
for a tcrni of two years. 

(5) Tlte auditor of state, elected for two years. 

(6) Hie state hoard of railroad commissioners, conif)osed of the gov- 
ernoi-, fhe secretary of state, and the auditor of state. 

State Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general property tax, 
1. Base — 
a. The property included ami exempt.--—' ' All property^ 
whether real or |)erst)iial, in tliis state; all moneys, 
credits, investments in bonds, stocks, joint-stock com- 
panies, or otherwise, of persons residing therein; the 
property of corporations now existing or hereafter 
created; and prop(^rty of all l)anks or banking com- 
panies now existing or luM'eaftcM' creatc^d, and of all 
baidvci's and brok(M's, shall be subject to taxation." 

(1) The lerni "real j>i'op(M'ly and lands" is held lo include not only 
the land itselj', wilh all tliiegs <'on{aintHl ihtM'ein, hut also all buildings, 
sli-ueture-^, and ini[){'o\<>fnents and other (ixtui'c^, and all fights and 
privileges belonging oi' in any wise appei"taining thereto. 

Mineral rights jnay be ( realed ^e()aralely. 
" Railroad (rack" is deliiHul as real (v-^tate. 

(2) Tlie (eifu '• inv(\sttuent in bonds" i-; held to include all mont^ys 
in\-este<l in bonds of whate\'er kind, or eer-t ilieati's of indebtedness e(au- 
rnonly called "script," whether issued by incorpoiated or- unincorpo- 
rated comj)anies, towns, cities, to\vnshi})>, (•oUIlti(^■>^, states, or other 
corporations, held by persons residing in this state-, either by thenisclves 
or by<fther's for them, whether for tluMuseh-es or as guardians, trustees, 
or agents. 

{\\\ The term "inxeslnauit in stocks" is held to include all tnon(\vs 
invested in public stocks of t his or any other stale, or in any asscxiat ion, 
coipoj-at ion. joint-stock company, or other\\is(\ the stock or caf)itai of 
whi<'h is or may be di\ id(ul into shaic^, for the taxation of which wo 
s]H'cia! provision is made, h<dd by ])ersons residing in this sta((\ 

( \ I The term " personal pro}>erty " in<'hide<, (ii'st , ev'cry tangible thing 
hewing the vul)j<>ct uf owrtership, whcHher animat<' or inanin)at(\ other 
than mone\ . and not I'ortning a part of any parcel of real e^1at(^; second, 
the capital >tock, ujidivided profits, atul all othei- lueatis not h>rming 
part of the caj)ital stock of every <-onipany. incorporated or unincorpo- 
rateil, and ev i^vy >luirc. portion, or interest in sucji .stock, etc.. including 
shares, et<'., in f>\cry ship, vessel, (»r boat, used in navigating watei's 
within or b«)rdcringon the state, wla^ther su<'h v<'ss(d shall b<' within the 
state or not. 

(o) Xalional bank notes. Tniled v^tat(\s legal tender notes, and all 
other notes jind ceitilicatcs (tf \\\v Tnitcnl States payable on demand 
and circulating, or intcJided to circulate, as currency, and gold, silver, 
or other coin, lu^ld or owned by any citizen or r<\sidenl of the state of 
Arkansas are exf)ressly declared to be laxabhv 

(<)i Tlu^ term "credit " means the excess of the sum of all lc»gal claims 
and deniaiuis due to th<' ])ers<>n liable tt» pay tax<^s ther(M)n, including 
deposit- in bardvs when added together, over atid above the s\nn of legal 
bona lid" debts owed In' such ja^rson. Pensions received from the 
United StiUes, or fn)m any state, are not ludd (o be amiuities. 

(7) For exemptions, s(H' constitution. Article X\'!, sections o and (5: 
and also Arnle \, sectioi\ ^. T\w slatules Ai\(\ Hre apparatus and 
buildings used ex( lusively for tla^ safekeeping thereof, whether belong- 
ing to any tow n «m' Io any fij"e company organi/<'d tlau'ein. Tla^ statutes 
also provide a method of valuing real estate \vhicji exempts growing 
crops. 



1). Assessment.— Ill general, there is but one assess- 
ment and one assessment roll for state, county^ and 
municipal taxe. City an( vn taxes nrust be 

levied on the appraisement o. ^^nty assessor as 

equalized for the IcA^y of st <M)Tuity taxes. 

The assessment refers to th» ..^ ly in June 

and is made on the basis of a ;• -^^ mi t ted by 

tlie taxpayer, and the oath c cwues entered 

in the list as correct. The ^ .....n must be the fair 
market value, not that at w .ch the property w ould 
sell for at forced sak\ 

Real estate is assessed on.e every two years, in the 
odd numbered years. All other assessments are made 
annually. 

All property, except that of railroads, sleeping or 
dining car companies, express and telegraph com- 
panies, which is assessed by the state board of rail- 
road commissioners, is assessed by the county assessor, 
wdio is paid b}^ fees for the various items of assessment. 

Kvery ptu'son of full age and sound nn'nd is recjuiretl to list all 
property owned or in his j)ossession on the fii'st >h:>nday in dune. 

Merchants jind maiud'actur«Ms are assessed upon the average^ value 
of property in th(Mi- jiossession during th<' v^^ar. 

lianks are assess(>d u})on the anunint of their paid-up capital, undi- 
vided j)rofits, moneys which during the year were converted into non- 
taxable bonds, and term deposits. Shareholders in banks are assessed 
U})on their shares, and if not reciuired to list the shares themselves, the 
officers of tlu^ bank must do so and the bank must ])ay th<* tax(\s, 

Slee])ing or dining cai' ct)mpanies, express companie , and t(de- 
graph companies are assessed vvvvy second year by the state board of 
railroad commissioners on that p?'o[)oi'tion of tlu^ir aggregate <'apital 
stock, at its market value, which the mileage in the stat(< bears to the 
total mileage. The ass(^ssment so made is a])portion(Hl among the 
counties on average fnilcag<' basis. Oflicc^ fui-nit .^ and t.lher real 
and persotial j>j-oi)erty is assessed locally. 

To aid the assessor in d(Mei"nuning the ti'ia^ vahie of its })ropeitv, 
(sach corporation, including gas, t(d(»phon(\ bridge, street railroad, sav- 
ings bank, mutual loan, building, transportation, and const juct ion 
companies, is r(>{pjir(Hl to list not only th<' true value of all tangible 
])rop(erty, but tlu^ market value (or actual value) of its })aid-up caj)ital 
stt)r'k atul the total amount of its ind(d)tedness- 

The property of railroads is assessed by the slat(e board of rail- 
road conn)u"ssion(Ms. 11us board formerly ass<\Shed only the 'railroad 
track" and the rolling sto<-k, but sine(^ hS99 i^ has assessed ''all \)yo\)- 
(u1y," including railroad track, j'olling sto vater and wood stations, 
passenger ai]d freight depots, nfliccs, furniture, and other such pro})- 
vviy, both real and personal. Only the rolling stock owikhI or leased 
by railroads in this state is as-(>ss(^d. The "railroad track" is ass<.ss,Hl 
without special referenc(> to its r(dation to the entire^ systeu! within and 
without the state, but that proportion only of the total lolhng stock is 
assessed which the mileage in tla^ state Ix^ars to the total mileage. 
The assessment made by the state board is apportioned among the 
counties on the basis t>f mileages 

The penalties for failure to make icturns to the assessor are: For 
individuals, SI as f(H> to assessor, a )d deiin(piency may be treated as 
a misdemeanor subject to a tine of r to exceed $\m, or impri.somnent 
not to exceiMl thr(e months, or b. .,; for banks and corj)orations gen- 
erally, oO per cent added to ass(- ^^ni ; for sk^^ping car cotnpanies for 
false statemeid, p,-os(H'ution o' ( ,ic(M' Un- perjury; for officers of i-ail- 
roads, a fine of not less than S) .OOO uor tnore than S1(),(K)(). 

T!h^ assessor is compensated for his services In- the following fees: 
For each name listed. 2o cents; for each list of real property of imknown 
or nomesident owners. SI; foi- listing property of those who make no 
r(4in^n. one-half of the -Si charged to taxpayer. The assessor has to 
attend in each pre<'inct for receivhig lists. 
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c. AV/?/«Z;.r^//?o//. The count y hoard of ^cjiudization V. Ihisiness taxes and licenses. 
has ])owor to raise or lower indivichial asse>sn)ents, to The following taxes, generally known as '^privilege 

correct (MTors, and ^ 'I projxuly <■ nitt(HL In the taxes/' are levied annually, unless otherwise stated: 

case of persona^ • it must ch) this so as to con- Peddlors, $25 for six months or less. Exempt from this tax are: 

form to the ^TM ,. \\ tnont^y. Th(» samc^ provision Farm and produee peddlers, iiidicrent or disahled ex-Confederate or 

applies to l It it iliav reduce tln^ valuation I'nited States soldiers or sailois, ami blind persons, hut such persons 

of any Ian ' ^^ve been returned al)ove their "^'^^^ "'^^ P'^^^^^**' liquors. Clock peddlers, SKK). Lightning rod and 

4^,1^ ^Tol,i.. '' u.\\\. 4\. 1 X- " stove agents, $1(K). Sewing rnaeliine eompanies or their general agents, 

true value ah . . ^^Mtli the average valuation. ..^,,,,, ^ , ■' , ,• i f (jt" i rr i i- i i 

^ , . 1 • • "1 IT- .*!>200, and lor eaeh agent m eaeh eountv I-') additional. Liquor dealers, 

In this work it IS a... < - hy t tie clerk oi the county ,.,^,,11, %m) (also a eounty tax of $n(K)), 2 per cent thereon as eoIk>etor's 

court. An appeal front' -he action of the board lies fee and $1 as clerk's fee for issuing lieense. Wholesale dealers in malt 

to the county court. li({uors, $50 (also a county tax of $HX)) unl(»ss tlu^y hold a retail license. 

There is no state etpialr^.ation board. ^^'^<''' t'«<l(''-^. I^l^^^- 

2. Hate — n. fees. 

The rate for state purposes is limitcHl by the consti- Secretary of state. ^For filing charter of private eorpoialion. %2rr, 

tution to 1 per cent on the assessed valuation. for tiling amendments to preceding, $10. For filing charter of railroad 

™. • 1 r^, -i. (. 1 P 1 .,, 1 **'" telegraph company: P'or a line not exceeding 25 miles, $oO; foi' a 

the statutes provide 2| mills lor general fund; 2 mills ior puhhc ,. ... . , ' :, ^^^ ,. ,. ... ., , 7- ., ^,,.,. ,. 

, , ^ .,, / • /. , . r,, ^ ...... nne 2;) nules t<) ;)0 nuk's, l/o; l()r a line o() niiles to 7.) nules, ."JllK): l<)r 

sehools: f miH lor pension lund; h mill for stat(> capitol iund: \ mill 



for sinking fund. 



a line To miles to 100 miles, $125: for a line KM) miles to 150 miles. %\:i)\ 
for a line loO miles to 2(M) miles, $175; for a lin<^ exce(>ding 200 miles, 

Taxes are extended by tlie clerk of the county court. *-^^0; for hling amendment to foregoing, $25. 

3. C()llecfio)i Through tluMnsurance hureau in auditor's office.- For filing cert ified 

Tlw. Iwv. f « +.., , 4i \ +1 r* + M 1 • copv of charter, $15; for hling annual slalcment, $10; for liling certil 

I lie lien lor taxes attaches 011 the hrst Mondav u\ '- , , . , .. ,. /,- . T 



ate of authoi'ity to transact husiness, $2; for liling copies t)f pap(MS, 
25 c(Mits per folio and SI h)r cert ificat iou- 



June. The sherifF of each county is the tax collector. 
lie or his deputies attend in each election |)recinct, 

after the hrst Monday in January, for the collection of Coixty Rkvfxues. 

tax(^s. Taxes on personal property become (hdin- ^ rwFs 
quent after the 10th davof A[)ril, those on n^i! estate, 

after the second Monday in May, and may tlum be '• The genenil property iax. 

collected by distraint. The penalty for delinquencv ^^ hase 

is '^5 i)er cent ' * '^^^^*' [>ro})ert3^ included and tlu^ njc^thod of its assess- 

The collector is paid hy comitussions, as follows: '»;^^'^^ ^^^^^l ecpialization are the saute b>r coimty taxa- 
tion as ior state. 

For the hist $1' ()00, 5 per cent; for al! sums nwr $10,000 and ,^ ., 

under $20,000. ;^ p '' 'ent: U)v all sums over $20,00(), 2 pci- voui . ^ ^.^' ^ 

Th(M*otinty rat(Ms limited by the constitution to one- 

II. Poll tax. I^.^jf ^j|. , j^^,j. ^^^^^ ^^,^ I |j^. ass(\ss(Ml valuat ion and one-lutir 
There is no poll tax for state purposes. (S(h^ (^,unty ^^^ ^ ^.^,,^^ ^^^ ind(d)tedn(^ss (^xistin- in 1S74. 

poll tax.) ^Pl^^^ levy is made iti ()ciob(»r by tjie county court. 

III. Inheritance tax. The statutes j>r()vide tliat th(^ coimly coiu't may not 
(Enacted in 19()t.) j^.yy any hx^^hvr rates than tlu^ constitutional ones. 
All property passino; })y will or tht^ intestat(» laws of •> <^ v>//cc/vo// 

the state, or by deed, -rant, sale, or -ift nuule or in- (^>untv taxes nvo collcH-led bv tlte sherilV as tax col- 
tended to take eflecl ;; possession after thedeath of thc^ |^,^.^^^,. i,;^!,^. ^.j,,,^. nuiuuer as siaf c tax(»s. 



II. J 'oil tax. 



grantor, to any person or corporation in trust orotltei' 
wise, except ])ro|)(vrtv passing to tlie father. moth(»r, 
husbaiut wife, liiieaf .losce.ulant, acl..i>lc.l vhiUl, and ^^ l>"" '''^ "1\».\ '« ''■^:"''l "I>">' «'l "i'il«-« -vcr 21 



the lineal desccmdants of an adopted child of d(M'edent 
is subject to a tax of 5 per cent to be ('ollected by tin 
state treasurer. The court of probate having jtiris- 



years of ag(\ This tax is a })rere(iuisite for th(^ ex- 
ercise of th(^ el(M'toral franchise. It is collect (m1 by 1 lu* 
tax collector, paid into the county school fimd, tnid 



diction deter.uincs all (luestions arisinj.- in couno.Uou HPP'»-t'""H'<I t" H"' s,-ho„l disiricls w.th the rcsi of (1,,. 

with the tax, and no exeevitor or adnnnistralor can ^'•'"";' ^"•'''- " '"". I""'' '»■<'"■'' "'" '""' "<' ;^l"''l' *^ 

be disehar^^ed until pro..f .^ ,.avnient is suh.nitie.l. I'<'""'t> "^ -■' '''"'^ '« a«l,le,l. If „.>t panl I.H.m. the 

" . . 1 ^ Saturdav next preceding the hrst Mondax" m flulv, a 

IV. ( or poreition taxes. , « i, * r d • i i i />- * <■ i • i * ^ *^i 

rj^^ ^ . , . ■ A 1 penaltv ol ^\ is addecb 2.) c(Mits ol which goes to trie 

there are no special corpf ation taxes m Arkansas, 4 ' i i r i • • • 4 - ,\ 

^ All • county clerk tor his s(»rviccs m entering the name, 

except on insurance compani^^j-= All cor'porations are . „i .-4.1 * 1 r.., t 

\ ^ . } - ^ , and /.) cents mto the count V g(Mieral fund. 

taxed under the provisions o^ the general })roperty ' 

tax law ^^^ *^^^-' "^ • i^^f^<"f'^^<Jnce tax and corporation taxes. 

, ,, Tlie county does not share in tlie inheritance tax 

losurance companies pav a state tax of 24 pei cent per annum on • ,1 , ' • ■ 1 . i !• i • 1 

net receipts, which js in lieu .,t all other t«x..s, slate, .-ounty, «„.! ""f '" <'»' <"-^''^ '»> 'n.SUrail.'e COinpatnes, both ol whieh 

municipal. ' taxes are reserved for (he use of the state. 
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V. Business (axes and licenses. 

The following taxes are levied annually, unless 
otherwise stated : 

Liquor dealers, n^tail, $500 and 2 {X!r cent thereon as a collection fee 
and $1 as clerk's fee. Wholesale dealers in malt li(|iiors, $100 unless 
they hold retailer's license. Marriage licenses are taxed 50 cents. 
PeddleTs, $25 every six months or less. Circuses and menageries, $100 
per day and $50 for each side show. County courts may license and 
lax exhibitions for profit. Theaters in cities of 20,000 and over where 
no liquor is sold, $100. Variety theaters are not included. Auctioneers, 
$10 for six months or less. Agents, owners, or manufacturers traveling 
and selling lightning rods, steel stove ranges, clocks, pumps, buggies, 
carriages, and vehicles, $200. River traders, $1(K). The county court 
licenses ferries, and may charge a license tax of not less than $1 nor 
more than $100. Auction duties payable to the county are: (1) On 
sales of personal property, IJ per (-ent; (2) on sales of real estate or 
leasehold interest in land, one-half of 1 per cent. Nonresident trappers, 
hunters, and seiners or netters of fish pay a tax of $25 (formerly $10). 
All the above license taxes are collected by tlie tax collector, who re- 
ceives 5 per cent commission, which is paid by the person taxed. 

B. FEES. 

Each criminal conviction in courts of record, $3; each civil suit in 
courts of record, $3; each writ of summons and writ of execution, 50 
cents; each certificate of record in any recorder's ofhce, except mort- 
gages, ,50 cents; eacli certificate of mortgage, 15 cents. 

Municipal Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general property tax, 

1. Base — 

The property included and the method of assessment 
and of equalization are the same for city, town^ and 
school purposes as for the state. 

2. liate-^ 

The rate for each school district is determined by 
popular vote. The levy is made by the county court 
in October of each year. 

The rate for cities and towns shall not exceed 5 mills 
for general |)urposes and 5 mills for debt contracted 
before 1874. 

Tlie council of any municipal corporation may make 
out and certify to the county clerk the rate of taxa- 
tion levied by such municipal corporation. 

3. Collection — 

Municipal taxes are collected, as are state and 
county taxes, l)y the sheriff who is ex oflicio county 
collector and paid over by him to the city treasury. 



11. Poll tax. 

There is no special local poll tax. The school dis- 
tricts^ however, receive an apportionment of the county 
poll tax. 

Ill and IV. Inheritance tax and corporation taxes. 

The municipalities do not share in the inheritance 
tax nor in the special corporation taxes on insurance 
companies. 
V. Business taxes and licenses. 

Municipal corporations may license, regulate, tax, or suppress ordi- 
naries, hawkers, peddlers, brokers, pawnbrokers, money changers, intel- 
ligence offices, pubhc masquerade balls, street exhibitions, sparring 
exhibitions, dance houses, fortune tellers, pistol galleries, corn doctors; 
lock, private, and venereal hospitals; museums and menageries, eques- 
trian performances, horoscopic views, lung testers, muscle developers, 
magnifying glasses, biUiard tables or any other tables or instruments 
used for gaming; theatrical or otner exhibitions, shows, and amuse- 
ments; tippling houses and dramshops; or any gift enterprises, and 
may suppress prize lights, dog fights, chicken cockhghts, gaming, or 
gambling houses. But the licensing of saloons is dependent upon a 
local option law. Municipal corporations also have the power to tax 
public auctioneers not less than $5 nor more than $1(X) per annum, 
and to impose a tax on dogs and other domestic animals not included 
in the list of taxable property. 

School Revenues. 

The proceeds of all lands granted by the United 
States to the state; also all moneys, stocks, bonds, 
land, and other property belonging to any fund for 
education at the time of the passage of the act (Decem- 
ber, 1875); also the net proceeds of all sales of lands 
and other property and effects that may accrue to 
the state by escheat, or from sales of estrays, or 
from unclaimed dividends, or distributive share of 
deceased persons; also 10 per cent of the net proceeds 
of the sale of all state lands; also all grants, gifts, or 
devises that are made to the state are to be invested 
in tlie conrmon school fund. 

The per capita tax and the special school levy on 
property are treated as current revenue for the sup- 
port of common schools. A tax levy sufficient to run 
the schools in any district longer than three months 
must be sanctioned by a vote of the electors in the 
school district. Sucli vote may be taken at any law- 
ful meeting at which not less than five electors shall 
be present. But such tax may not exceed 1 per cent 
of the assessed valuation. 



CALIFORNIA.^ 



(California depends almost entirely upon the general 
property tax for state, county, and municipal revenues. 

constitutional PliOVISlONS. 

AKTKLE XIII. 

Sec. 1. All property in the state not exempt under the laws of the 
United States shall be taxed in proportion to its value, to be ascertained 

' This compilation is based mairdy upon The Revenue Laws of the 
State of California, in force April 1, 1901. Compiled by the Controller, 
Sacramento, 1901 . 



as provided by law. The word ''property" is declared to include 

moneys, credits, bonds, stocks, dues, franchises, and all other matters 

I and things (capable of private owTiership: Provided, That property used 

for free pul>lic libraries and free nmseums, growing crops, property used 

exclusively for public schools, and such as may belong to the United 

States, this state, or to any county or nmnicipal corporation within this 

state shall be exempt from taxation. The legislature may provide, ex- 

I cept in case of credits secured by mortgage or trust deed, for a deduc- 

I tion from credits of debts due to bona fide residents of this state. 

I Sec. H. All buildings and so much of the real property on which they 

j are situated as may be required for the convenient use and occupation 

i of said buildings, when the same are used solely and exclusively for reli- 
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gious worship, shall he free from taxation; [)rovide(l, that no huilding 
so used which may he rented for rehgious purposes and rent rereived by 
the owner therefor shall Ix* exempt from taxation. 

Sec. 1|. All bonds hereafter issued l)y the state of California or by 
any county, city and county, municipal corporation, or district (includ- 
ing school, reclamation, and irrigation districts) witliin said state shall 
be exempt from taxation. 

Sec. 2. Land and the improvements tliereon sliali be separately as- 
sessed. Cultivated and uncultivated land of the same (piality and simi- 
larly situated shall t)e assessed at the same value. 

Sec. 3. Every tract of land containing moi-e than OtO aci-es and which 
has been sectionized by the United States Governmc^nt shall be assessed 
for the purposes of taxation b}" sections or fractions of sections. The 
legislature shall provide by laAV for the assessment in small tracts of all 
lands not sectionized by tlie United States Government. 

Sec. 4. A mortgage, deed of trust, contract, or other ol)ligation by 
which a debt is secured shall, foi- the purposes of assessment and taxa- 
tion, be deemed and treated as an interest in tlie property afl'ected 
thereby. Except as to railroad and other quasi pu[)lic corporations, 
in case of debt so secured the value of the pro])erty affected by such 
mortgage, deed of trust, contract, or obligation, less the value of such 
security, shall be assessed and taxed to the owner of the property, and 
the value of such security shall be assessed and taxed to the owner 
thereof in the county, city, or district in which the pioperty affected 
thereby is situate. The taxes so levied shall be a lien upon the property 
and security, and may be paid by either party to such security; if paid 
by the owner of the security, the tax so levied upon the property affected 
thereby shall become a part of the debt so secured; if tlie owner of the 
property shall pay the tax so levied upon such security, it shall consti- 
tute a payment thereon, and, to the extent of such payment, a full dis- 
charge thereof: Provided, That if any sucli security or indebtedness 
shall be paid by any such debtor or debtors after assessment and before 
the tax levy, the amount of such levy may likewise be retained l)y such 
debtor, and shall be computed according to the tax levy for the preced- 
ing year. 

Sec. 5. Every contract hereafter made l)y which a debtor is obli- 
gated to pay any tax or assessment on money loaned or on any mort- 
gage, deed of trust, or other lien shall, as to any interest specified therein, 
and as to such tax or assessment, be null and void. 

Sec. 6. The power of taxation shall never be surrendered or sus- 
pended by any grant or contract to which the above shall be a party. 

Sec. 7. The legislature shall have the power to provide by law for 
the payment of all taxes on real property by installments. 

Sec. 8. The legislature shall by law require each taxpayer in this state 
to make and deliver to the county assessor annually a statenient under 
oath setting forth specifically all the real and personal property owned 
by such taxpayer or in his possession or under his control at twelve 
o'clock meridian on the first Monday of March. 

Sec. 9. A state board of equalization consisting of one member from 
each congressional district in this state, as the same existed in 1879, 
shall be elected by the qualified electors of their respective districts at 
the general election to be held in the year 1886 and at each gubernato- 
rial election thereafter, whose term of office shall be four years and whose 
duty shall be to equalize the valuation of the taxable property in the 
several counties of the state for the purposes of taxation. The con- 
troller of state shall be ex officio a member of the l)oard. The board of 
supervisors of the several counties of the state shall constitute boards 
of equalization for their respective counties, whose duty it shall be to 
equalize the valuation of the taxable property in the county for the pur- 
pose of taxation: Provided, That such state and county boards of equali- 
zation are hereby authorized and empowered, under such ruk^s of notice 
as the county boards may prescribe as to county assessments and under 
such rules of notice as the state board may prescribe as to the action 
of the state board, to increase or lower the entire assessment roll or any 
assessment contained therein, so as to equalize the assessment of the 
property contained in said assessment roll and make the assessment 
conform to the true value in money of the property contained in said 
roll; provided, that no board of equalization shall raise any mortgage, 



deed of trust, contract, or other ot)ligation by which a debt is secured, 
money, or solvent credits above its face value. The legislature- has 
power to redistrict the state into four districts and to provide for the 
election of members of the state board of equalization. 

Sec. 10. All property shall be assessed in the (H»unty, city and county, 
town, township, or district in which it is situated in the manner pie- 
scrilied by law. Tlie francliise, roadway, roadbed, rails, and rolling 
stock of all railroads operated in more than one ronnty in this state 
shall be assessed by tlie state board of equalization at tlu>ir actual value, 
and the same shall be apportioned to the various subdivisions and dis- 
tricts in which such railroads are located in pioportion to tlie mnnber 
of miles of railway laid therein. 

Sec. 11. Income taxes may be assessed to and colknled from per- 
sons, corporations, joint-stock associations, or companies i-esident or 
doing business in this state in such cases and amounts and in such man- 
ner as shall be prescribed by law. 

Sec. 12. The legislature shall provide for the levy and collection of 
i\u anmial poll tax of not less than two dollars on every nude inhal)itant 
of this state over twenty-one and under sixty years of age, (^xcept pau- 
pers, idiots, insane persons, and Indians not taxed. Said tax shall be 
paid into the state school fund. 

Se(\ 12|. Fruit and nut bearing trees imder the age of foiu* years 
from the time of planting in orchard form, antl grapevines undcu' the age 
of three years from the time of planting in vineyard form, shall he ex- 
empt from taxation, and nothing in this article sliall l)e construed as 
subjecting such trees and grapevines to taxation. 

ARTICLE IX. 

Sec. 10. All property held in trust for Ijeland Stanford Junior Uni- 
versity may be exempted by special act from state taxation, and all 
personal property, the Palo Alto farm, as described in the endownauit 
grant of the trustees of the university, and all other real property so 
held and used by the university for educational purposes exclusively, 
may be similarly exempted from county and municipal taxation; pro- 
vided, that residents of California shall be charged no tuition fees unless 
such fees be authorized by act of the legislature. 

Sec. 11. Property of ''The Calif t)rnia School of Mechanical Arts,'' 
having its school buildings located in tlie city and county of San Fran- 
cisco, is made exempt from taxation. The legislature may modify, sus- 
pend, and revive at will the exemption from taxation so given. 

article IV. 

Sec. 25. The legislature shall not pass local or special laws in any of 
the following enumerated cases, that is to say: * * * Tenth, for 
the assessment or collection of taxes; * * * thirteenth, extending 
the time for the collection of taxes; * * * twentieth, exempting 
property from taxation. 

ARTICLE XI. 

Sec. 10. No county, city, town, or other public or municipal corpo- 
ration, nor the inhabitants thereof, nor the property therein, shall bo 
released or discharged from its or tlunr proportionate share of taxes to be 
levied for state purposes, nor shall commutation for such taxes be au- 
thorized in any form whatsoever. 

Sec. 12. The legislature shall have no power to impose taxes upon 
counties, cities, towns, or other public or nnmicipal corporations, or 
upon the inliabitants or property thereof, for county, city, town, or 
other nnmicipal purposes, but may, by gen(?ral laws, vest in the corpo- 
rate authorities thereof the power to assess and coIle<'t taxes for such 
purposes. 

OFFTCEKS. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are: 

(1) The county assessors, elected for four years, 

(2) The county boards of supervisors, who act ex officio as county 
boards of equalization. 



662 



WEALTH, DEBT, AND TAXATION. 



(3) The county tux collectors, elected for four years. 

(4) The state f)o;ir(l of ecjiialization, which assesses certain railroad 
property a fid <'qualizcs assessments l)etween counties, and is composed 
of the state controller and four menihers elected by districts. 

(5) State controllei', elected for four years. 

Certain cities may elect their own assessors and tax collectors for 
municipal taxation only, but sucli assessors are not f)nrt of the general 
administration. 

Stat E Re v e n it es . 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general property tax. 
1. Base — 

a. The propert}j included and exempt. All property 
in the state not exempted hy law is yuhjeet to taxation. 

(1) 'Mieal estate" includes the j)ossession of, claim to, ownership of^ 
or ri^ht to tlie possession of land; all miners and <|nari-i)'s, and all timber 
belonging to individuals or cor})orations which are (»n the land of tlie 
United States, and all rights and privileges which appertain thereto; 
water ditches, and wagon and turiipike toll roa<ls. A mortgage or 
other lien on land is, for purposes of taxation, d<;emed an interest in the 
land. 

(2) ^^Impiovements" on land include all buildings and fixtures affixed 
to land, except tele|)h()ne and telegraph lines, and all fruit, nut bearing, 
or ornamental trees and vines not of natural growth, except fruit and 
nut trees under 4 years and grapevines imder 'A years of age. 

(3) ' 'Personal property" includes moneys, credits, l)onds, stocks, 
dues, franchises, and everything capal)le of private ownership not in- 
cluded within tlte term "real estate." "Credits" are those solvent 
debts that are unsecured l)y mortgage owing to the person assessed; but 
only the excess thereof over debts due l)ona fide residents of the state is 
taxable. In California domestic corporations are taxed on their prop- 
erty, and their stocks and bonds arc not taxable; but the stocks and 
bonds of foreign corporations are taxable. 

(4) The law exempts from taxation, in addition to public property, 
fruit trees and nut bearing trees four years from the time of plant- 
ing in orchard form; growing crops; grapevines under the age of 3 
years from the time of planting in vineyard form; hoc public libraries 
and ]|mseums; clmrches; and the property of L(4and Stanford Junior 
University, and of the California School of Mechanical Arts. 

b. Assessment. — All property, except certain prop- 
erty of railroads^ is assessed ainiuall}^ for state and 
county purposes by the county assessors. The assess- 
ment refers to noon of the first Monday in March. It 
is made on tlie basis of a sworn statement to be ob- 
tained by the assessor from tlie taxpayers. The as- 
sessor makers the valuation of both real and personal 
property at its true casli value, and none is recjuired 
froui the taxpayer. The penalty for refusal to furnisli 
a sworn statement is the loss of all rights before the 
county board of ecpuilization. 

The assessment of the fraucliise, roadway, roadbed, 
rails, and rolling stock of tUl railroads operated in 
more than one county is made by the state board of 
ecpialization and apportioned among the counties and 
their sul)divisions in proportion to miles of rails laid. 

The assessment as above- made is the only basis of 
taxation for the comity, scliool, and road districts; 
but certain cities and towns may have a separate valu- 
ation as the l)asis of city taxes. 



Land and '^improvements" are assessed separately. Cultivated and 
unculti\ated land of the same quality and similarly situated are assessed 
at the same value. 

\n the case of debts seemed by land, except of railroads and other 
quasi public corporations, the valu(» of tin? land, less the value of the 
security, is assessed to tlie mortgagor, and the \ alue of the security is 
assessed to tlie mortgagee. 

Lands sold by the state or the United States for which no patent has 
l)een issued are assessed the same as other lands, l)ut the owner is enti- 
tled to a deduction equal to the amount du(\ 

Lands are assessed in })arcels not exceeding (HO acres, and tracts of 
land sur\eyed by the luiited States Government are assessed by sec- 
tions oi' fractions of sections. 

Water ditches constructed for mining, manufacturing, or irrigating 
purposes, and wagon and turn[)ike toll roads are ass(^ssed as real estate 
at a rat(» per mile for tliat portion of the proi)erty lying within eacdi 
county. 

In ass(^ssing solvent credits not secured by mortgage a deduction is 
made of debts due to bona hde residents of the state. 

Deposits in savings and loan coi'porations are, for purposes of taxa- 
tion, deemed an interest in the pr-operty of the corporation and are not 
assessed to the depositor. 

No asses-sment is nuide of shares of stock in any corpor'at ion , except 
national l)anks. The statute declar-es that shares of stock possess no 
intrinsic value over the actual value of the property of the corporation, 
and to tax them also would be double taxation. Shares of stock in 
national banks are assessed to the shar-eholders at the place where the 
bank is located at a valuation which allows for a deduction from the 
aggregate <'apital of the bank of real estate assessed to the bank, and 
includes only so much of its solvent credits as (>xceed its debts due bona 
fide r-esidents of the state. 

Telegraph and telephone lines are described in the same manner as 
real estate, but assessed as personal property by tlie assessor of the 
county at a rate per mile for such portion of the property as lies within 
the county. 

There is no special method for the assessment of sleeping car and 
similar transportation companies. 

Vessels that ar-e r-equired to l)e registered, except ferryboats, are 
assessed in the county where registered, enrolled, or licensed; vessels 
which are registered out of the state, but ply in waters within the state 
and are owned l)y residents of the state, must be assessed here. 

When railroads are operated in more than one county, the state board 
of ecjualization assesses that part of the pr-operty used in operation 
which is of a general state character and difficult of localization, as 
sliown above. The county asses.sor"s assess the depots, stations, shops, 
and buildings erected on the space covered by the right of way wherever 
th(^ same are situated. The assessment made by the state board is 
apportioned among the counties in proportion to the nvunber of miles of 
railway laid in each county. The board of supervisor's of each county 
apporl ions its shar^e of the assessment made by the state board to each 
city, town, township, school, or rt)ad district in the county. 

c, TJqualizatieyn. -Tlie board of equalization of each 
county equalizes the assessment between individuals 
and increases or lowers any valuation contained in the 
roll to make the assessment conform to the true value 
of the property in money, and in general revises the 
list for the county. 

The state board of ecpuilization increases or lowers 
the assessment roll of a county as a whole by com- 
paring tlie roll of eacli county with the rolls of the 
others. Individual assessments are not altered, but a 
})ercentage is added to or deducted from the valuation 
of real estate, of imjirovements, or of personal property 
for the countv. 
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2. Raie 

llie state board of equalization determines the rate 
to be levied for state purposes. It must be such a rate i 
as, after allowing 5 per cent for delinquencies and costs ; 
of collection, will raise the specific amoimt of revenue 
directed to be raised by the let^islature for state 
purposes. 

The assessor wlio collects the taxes upon jiersonal 

property unsecured l)y real estate is troverned, iu ; 

determinuio; the rate of such taxation, by the state as I 

well as by the h)cal rates for the previous year. j 

8. (■oUedion- - I 

Exce])t for certain taxes on ])ers<)nal property, both | 
state and county taxes are collected l)y the county tax \ 
collector. They may be })aid in two installments. 
The first installment includes all taxes on personal 
property and one-luilf of the taxes on real property, 
becomes due the second Monday in ()ctol)er, and delin- 
quent on the last Monday in Noveml)er, The remain- 
ing one-half of tlie taxes on real pro|)erty is payal)le 
the first Monday in efanuary and delincpuMit on the 
last Monday in April. Penalties of 15 j^er cent are 
added to the first and of 5 })er cent to the second 
installment for delinquency, witli 5 })er cent more on 
the first if not paid when the second is due^ and there 
are further penalties for longer delinqiumcies. 

Taxes on land and improvements are a lien on the 
property assessed, and taxes on personal property are 
a lien on all the property^ real and personal, of the 
owner. The liens attach as of the first Monday in 
March. 

Land on which taxes are delinquent is sold to the \ 
state by operation of law upon publication of the delin- j 
quent list in June. The controller may, instead, bring | 
an action for taxes amounting to over $300. Such | 
lands are redeemable at any time within five years on | 
payment of taxes^ penalties, and interest; failing re- | 
demption, tliey ma}^ be sold by the state. 

Taxes on possessory claims to land and on personal property Ix^long- 
ing to persons who own no real estate to secure such taxes are (collected 
by the assessor at the time of making the assessment 

All taxes on railroads operated in more than one couTity are eol]eet(Hl 
by the state controller. All but the state's share is j)assed into the 
^' railroad tax fund" and thence distributed to th(^ counties. 

II. Poll tax. 

livery male inhabitant of the state over 21 and under 
60 years of age, except paupers, insane persons, and 
Indians not taxed, is liable to a poll tax of S2, to be 
collected by the assessor, who retains 15 per cent 
thereof as his commission. It attaches as a lien to 
any property of the tax|)ayer on the first IMonday in 
March, and must be collected l)etween that date and 
the last Monday in Deceml)er. If not paid before the 
first Monday in July, the tax becomes $3. If not paid 
by the last Monday in December, 8J per cent of S8 is 
added. After the first Monday in January, if still 
unpaid, it is collected l)y the tax collector in the same 
manner as other delinquent taxes. 



III. InJieritame tax. 

(This law was amended in 190H and again in 1905. 
The last amendment vras s^^ ee|)ing, and carried with it 
a direct inheritance tax.) 

All ])ropertv over S500 whicli passes by will or l)y 
the intestate laws of the state, or by transfer made in 
contemjdation of death or intended to tak(^ effect after 
death, is subject to a collateral inheritance tax wlien 
tlie property is sitiuited in tlie state, or when the dece- 
dent was a resident of tlie state. Pro})erty passing to 
the father, mother, luisband, wife, lawful issn(\ son-in- 
law, daughter-in-law, adopted cliild, or any lineal 
descendant or ancestor is excepted. Charitai)l(\ be- 
nevolent, and educational societies, though they are 
not generally exem|)t from taxation in California, and 
also societies or institutions that are exenq)t from taxa- 
tion, as Stanford I^niversity and tlie Lick Sclu)ol, are 
excepted. Ap})raisement of the estate may be ordered 
by the court when ])robate proceedings are pending. 
The rate of tax then is 5 per cent on the market value. 
The administrator is required to deduct the tax l)efore 
delivering the property. If l)aid within six months, 
5 })er cent discount is allowed; if unpaid for eighteen 
months, 10 ])er cent interest is added. 

I V , ( hrpo ra tion taxes , 

Cor]>orations are taxed, imder the general property 
tax, upon all corporate property. 

Every insuranee eonipany other than life, not incorporated in Cali- 
fornia, nuist pay annually a tax of 2 per cent upon the amount of 
gross premiums received upon its business done in the state, less losses 
actually paid on its business in the state, reinsurance in domestic 
companies^ and return premiums. 

The same tax is laid on a domestie insurance company whose busi- 
ness is controlled or carried on for a foreign company. 

Foreign insurance companies doing l)usiness in this state must pay 
the same taxes, licenses, fees, make the same deposits of money or 
securities, and be subject to such other rt^gulations as are imposed by 
the state chartering such foreign insurance company upon California 
insurance companies doing business in such state. 

B. FEES. 

All fees collected by the secretary of state are 
paid into the state treasury. Of each monthly 
return, $2,500 is credited to the state library fund^ 
and the balance is paid into the general fund of the 
state. The fees are as follows: 

Filing articles of incorporation capital stock, less tlian $2r),()(K), 
$15; capital stock, $25,(KK) to .S75,()(X), $25; capital stock. $75, (XH) to 
$2(K),(XK), $50; <'apital stock. |2(X),00() to S.5(X),()0(), $75; capital stock, 
S.5{X),(XK) to$l,(XX)XXX}, SKX); capital stock, $1 ,0(X).0()() (o $1 ,.7(X),(XK), 
$150. Issuing certificate of incorporation, $-'-}; fih'ng jtmcndments and 
various certilicates, S5; claim to trade-mark, S5: passports, S5; record- 
ing miscellan(M)Us papers, per folio, 20 cents; c()[)ics of I'ccords, per folio, 
20 cents. 

The commissioner of insurance charges certain fees: For filing aiti- 
cles of incorporation, $30; anmial statement. $20, and other {)a[)(^rs, 
$5: for copies, per folio, 20 cents. (These fees are paid into the state 
treasury.) From every life insm-arice agent, $1 per year. 

Tlje clerk of tlie supreme court pays the fecvs collected i)y liim into 
the state treasury — 80 per <-('nt to the genera! fund and 20 per cent to 
tlie supreme court library fund. They are as follows: 
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Filing traTiseript on appeal, $10; petition for rehearing, $2.50; 
motion to dismiss appeal, $2.50; petition for writs, $7.50; certificate 
of admission to l)ar, $10. 

Tlie reg-istcf o! the state land oiiice or the surveyor-general collects 
the following fees, which are paid into the general fund of the state 
treasury; 

Certifirate of purchase or patent, $3; certifying case to court, $3: 
copies of papers, per folio, 10 cents; each application for public 
lands must l)e accompanied by fee, $5. 

C. FINES AND PENALTIES. 

Fines for violation of a state law arc* ]>aid over to 
the county treasurer, but forfeitures aiul fines col- 
lected for the violation of any city ordinance are paid 
to the city treasurer, except in cities of the lower 
grades. 

Fines for violation of the game laws are paid into 
the state treasury to the credit of the game preserva- 
tion fund. 

D. INCOME FKOM PUBLIC PROPERTY. 

Lands granted to the state for school purposes 
('' school lands '') are sold at the rate of $1.25 per acre, 
21) per cent ]>aytd)le down and the balance bearing 
interest at 7 per cent. 

Sw^anip, overtlowed, salt marsh, and tide lands are 
sold at the rate of $1 per acre on the same terms as 
school lands. 

The county treasurer pays over to the state treas- 
urer all money that he receives from the sale of school 
lands, but retains all money that arises from the sale 
of swamp and overflowed lands, which he places to 
the credit of the '^sw^amp land fund" of the county. 

An important item of income from public property 
is the collection by the state board of harbor commis- 
sioners of rent of wdiarves and fees for anchorage, etc. 
The funds so collected are paid into the state fund 
for the improvement of the harbor at San Francisco 
and all are expended for that purpose. 

County Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general property tax. 

1. Base-- 

The property subject to taxation and the methods 
of assessment and of ecpialization are the same for 
county taxation as for state. 

2. Rate— 

The board of supervisors of each county fixes 
anmially the rate of county taxes, designating the 
number of cents on each $100 of property levied for 
each fund. 

There is a limit of 50 cents on each $100 to pay 
bonded i 1 1 ( 1 ebtedness . 
3* Collection — 

The method of collection is the same as that for 
state taxes. 



IL Poll tax. 

The board of supervisors may levy annually, on 
each male person over 21 and under 55 years of age in 
each road district, a road poll tax not exceeding $3. 
It is collected b}^ the county assessor in the same 
manner as the state poll tax. Thirty-five per cent 
may be apportioned to the general road fund of the 
county and the balance to the districts of the county 
from wliich collected, to be expended therein. On 
notice from the road overseer, employers are responsi- 
ble for road taxes assessed against employees. 
Ill and IV. Inlieritance tax and corporation taxes. 

There are no inheritance and corporation taxes for 
the county. 

V. Business faxes and licenses. 

Boards of supervisors of the counties of the state, in 
the exercise of their police powers, have power to 
license every kind of business not prohibited by law, 
and all exhibitions and games carried on in the county. 

The supervisors fix the rates of license taxes for the 
county. 

It is the duty of the tax collector to make inquiry 
as to persons liable to pay any license in his county. 
He collects $1 fee for each license issued, which goes 
into the salary fund of the county. 

Licenses are classified generally with regard to 
amount of monthly sales or valuation of the business. 

The licenses are as follows: 

Auctioneers, $25 to $400 per cpiarter; brokers of notes or bonds, $3 
to $100 per quarter; billiard tables and bowling alleys, $5 per quarter; 
theaters, $200 to $300 per quarter; pawnbrokers, $30 per quarter; 
merchants, $3 to $L50 per quarter; foreign peddlers, $15 to $45 per 
quarter; animals for propagation, $10 to $75 per annum. (''These 
entitle the holder to go into any county of the state for purpose of prop- 
agation wutlumt further license or expense. ") 

Retail liquor licenses are from $5 to $40 per month for sales in 
c|uantities less than one quart. 

B. FEES. 

The county clerk collects the following fees : 

Commencing proceedings in superior court, $5; filing petition for 
letters of administration, $5; filing appearance of defendant, $2; copies 
of records, per folio, 10 cents; marriage licenses, $2. 

Other fees are collected by the sheriff and recorder. 

Salaried county officers are required to pay over to the treasurer 
all fees collected by them for the performance of official acts. Thi^ 
law has been repealed as respects the percentage (15) which county 
assi^sois are authorized to retain from all amounts collected by them 
as poll taxes. 

Municipal Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general property tax. 
1. Base — 
The property subject to taxation for municipal 
revenues is the same as that for state and county 
purposes. The assessment made by the county as- 
sessor and equalized as above described may })e the 
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basis of taxation. But certain cities ma}' elect to have 
their own assessors and make a separat(^ vahiation. 

2. Rate— 

The rate is fixed by the nnniicipal authoiities, sub- 
ject to a general limitation that it may not exceed $2 
on each $100, but most city charters fix lower limits. 

3 . Collection-— 

The collection may be as for state taxes or l)y local 
collectors, which is usually the case when a separate 
assessment is made. 

II, III, and IV. Poll tax, inheritance tax, and cor- 
j)oraiion taxes. 

There are no naunicipal poll, inheritance, or corpo- 
ration taxes. 

V. Business taxes and licenses. 

The legislative bodies of hicorporated cities and 
towns have the same power to license all kinds of 
business and exhibitions as have the supervisors of 
counties. In addition to the county license, the city 
license must be procured as required by its ordinance 
under its charter. 

F. SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS. 

Whenever the owners of a major part of the property 
fronting on any street desire to improve such street by 
paving, constructing sewers, or otherwise, the mayor 
and council may make such improvement at the 
expense of all the owners of property on the street, 
the cost of which is assessed in proportion to the num- 
ber of feet owned by each. Towm trustees may 
order such improvements in the face of unanimous 
objection by the abutting property owners. 

School Revenues. 

The superintendent of schools in each county appor- 
tions all state and county school moneys to the various 
districts. The state school fimd may be used for no 
other purpose than for the payment of salaries of 
teachers of primary and grammar schools. 

The board of supervisors of every county must 
levy annually a county school tax, the maximum rate 
of which must not exceed 50 cents on each $100 of 
taxable property in the county, nor the minimum rate 
be less than suflicient to raise the amount estimated 
as necessary by the county superintendent. 

The state board of equalization annually, at the 
time other state taxes are levied, levies a tax of 
as many cents on each $100 of value of taxable 
property in the state as will produce a net sum equal 
to the amount directed by the legislature to be raised 



by ad valorem tax for school purposes. This is col- 
lected as a part of the state tax described above. 

All state school moneys are apportioned by the 
superintendent of public instruction to the s(^veral 
counties in proportion to the number of children 
I shown by the school census. 

I Eveiy city or incorporated town, unless subdivided 
I by the legislative authority thereof, constitutes a 
I separate school district. School truste(^s, tliree in 
I number, are elected annually. In cities they arc 

called boards of education. 
I The board of school trustees may in any year call an 
I election and submit to the electors of the district tiie 
i qu(^stion of the raising of a tax to furnisli additional 
I school facilities, or to maintain or build schoolhouses. 
\ The board of supervisors then levies the tax u})on the 
I district at the time of levying the county taxes. 
\ The maximum rate of tax levied by a district in any 
[ one year for building ])urposes must not exc(HMl 70 
i cents on each $100, and for other school piu'poses, 80 
: cents. 

As stated above, the })roceeds of the poll tax are 
paid into the state school j\md. 

Road Dlsthh ts. 

Road districts may be (\stablished by the board of 
supervisors of a county, and on petition the board may 
call ail election in regard to a spec^ial tax. The suj)er- 
visors compute the levy and collect with the county 
taxes, the tax so voted. 

Reclamation Districts. 

The owners of any body of swamj), overflowed, salt 
marsh, or tide lands may, by petition to tlu^ board of 
supervisors, form a reclamation district, and those 
owning the greater part of the acreage may adopt by- 
laws to govern their affairs. A board of three trustees 
is elected which recommends plans. The board of 
supervisors appoints three commissioners to assess 
upon the land situated in the district a charge propor- 
tionate to the expense and benefits conferred. 

Irrigation districts may be formed and assessments 
may be made for the completion of irrigation works. 
The (juestion as to the advisability of levy and the 
amoimt of such levy is submitted to a vote of the 
electors of the district. The assessor of the district 
prepares a list of all property within the district and 
this is equalized by the board of directors. The board 
of directors then levies the assessment. The tax 
becomes a lien, and property may b(^ sold for delinquent 
taxes. 
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Prefatorv note. — As a result of the legal entanglements in wiiich 
the nnenue laws of (-oiorado were involved during the ecjtlection of 
the rcvenueH for the liscal year ending November 30,, 19f)2, to whieh the 
census returns apply, tliere is some doubt as to the provisions in force 
during' ihnt year. The following statement will show the grounds for 
this doubt: 

The genend revenue laws of Colorado, dating from April lo, 1891, 
wvw extc^nsivejy revised by an act passed April o, HiOl . One of iho 
most important features of this act was the creation of a new fioard for 
the assessment of railroads und other public sefvi((> c»>rporations, and 
on account of this provision it was innnediatvly taken into court, ^hich 
litigation followed. In tlie course of this litigation the law was twice 
declared unconstitutional, although not by any a})})<'llate court.- A 
special session of the legisiatui'e was culled by the go\('i!ior in January, 
1902, and in March of that year a new re\-enue hn^ was passed, but the 
provisions of this law did not apply to the collections made in the census \ 
year. The assessment made in 1901, bcginjiing in January and ending, ; 
save as to equalization, in May, and applying to property as it stood 
on April 1, 1901, was the basis u[)on which tiixes payable in February ; 
and July, 1902, were collected. But on account of the legal entangle- ; 
ments that part of the assessjuent made under the law of 1901 which \ 
applied to tlie property o\' railway coinpanies, sleeping, palace, or other [ 
car companies, and telegraph and telephone companies, was treated as \ 
null and void, and an assessment made on these properties by the state j 
board of equalization revising that of the state board of assessors, i 
under the provisions of tho law of 1891 was legalized l)y tin; legislature j 
in 1902 as the legal assessment for the yeai- 1901. This assessment was | 
furttier contested by the companies. The levy on other property I 
assessed under the same law does not appear to have been alfected by 
the litigation. 

Hence part of the taxes collected in 1902 were under the law of 1891 
and part under that of 1901. ^ 

In oi-der to avoid the confusion that would arise from an attempt to 
show only the provisions in force at the time of the assessment in 1901, 
the law of 1902 has been followed througliout this analysis. The parts 
of that law which were new are indicated by the note "since 1902." 

Colorado depends mainly upon the general property 
tax administered for both state and local purposes by 
county officials^ although certain large corporations 
are assessed by a state board. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROyiSIONS. 

ARTICLE IX. 

Sec. 5. The public school fund of the state shall consist of the pro- | 
ceeds of such lands as have heretofore been, or may hereafter be, 
granted to tht^ state bv the Oeneral (lovernment for educational pur- 
poses; all estates that may esclieat to the state; also all other grants^ 
gifts, or devises that may be made to this state for educational purposes. 

ARTICLE X. 

Sec. 2. The general assembly shall provide by law for an anmial tax, 
sufficient, witli other n»sour<'es, to defray the estimated expenses of the 
state government for each liscrd y(>ar. 

'This compilation is dcTived mainly from the following soin-c(^^: 

Mills, Annotated Statutes of I'ohHado, vf>i<. 1 and 2, Ixung tla* laws 
down to 1891; volume '4 (su{)plement ). eiubiacing all changes down to 
1890, and vohime 3, revised, 189(;-]901. Published in Denver, 1891- 
1904. 

Session I jaws of 1901, chapter 94. 

Taxation m Colorado, a pa!U})hlet published by I'rof. J. E. Le Ros- 
signol of the I'niversity of Denver. 

^See 3 Mills (rev.), sec. 37(54, editorial note. 



Sec. 3. All taxes shall l)e imiform upon the same class of subjects 
within the tei-ritorial limits of the authority levying the (ax, and 
shall be levied and collected under general laws, wliich shall provide 
sucli regulations as shall secure a just \ aluation for taxation of all |)rop- 
erty, real and personal: Provided, That mines and mining claims bear- 
ing gold, sih'er, and other precious metals (exce])t the net proceeds and 
surface improvements thereof) shall ])e exempt from taxation for the 
period of ten yeai-s fi"om the date of the adoption of this constitution, 
and thereafter may l>e taxed as pj-o\ ided l)y law: And provided further^ 
That the household goods of every person l)eing the head of a family, 
to the value of two hundred dollars, shall L>c ex(Mn{)t from taxation. 
Ditches, canals, and flumes owned and used by indi\'i<luals or corpora- 
tions hn- irrigating lands owned by such individuals or coi'porations, or 
the individual mend)ers thei-eof, shall not be separately taxed so long 
as the}- shall be owned and used exclusively for such |)urpose. (Amend- 
ment adopted 1880.) 

Skc. 4. The property, real and personal, of the state, counties, cities, 
towns, and otlier jnunicipal corporations, and })ublic libraries, shall be 
exempt from taxation. 

Sec. 5. Lots with biuldings thereon, if said l)uildings are used solely 
and exclusively for religious worship, for schools, or for strictly char- 
itable purposes, also cemeteries not used or held for private or corporate 
profit, shall be exempt from taxation, unless otlierwise provided by 
general law. 

Sec. 6. All laws exempting from taxation property other than that 
hereinbefore mentioned shall be void. 

Sec. 7. The general assend)ly shall not impose taxes for the purposes 
of any county, city, town, or other nmnicipal corporation, but may by 
law vest in the corporate authorities thereof, respectively, the power 
to assess and collect taxes for all purposes of such corporation. 

Sec. 8. No county, city, town, or other nmnicipal corporation, the 
inhabitants thereof, nor the property therein, sliall be released or dis- 
charged from their or its proportionate share of taxes to be levied for 
state purposes. 

Sec. 9. The powder to tax corporations and corporate property, real 
and personal, shall never be relintpiished or suspended. 

Sec. 10. All corporations in tins state, or doing business therein, 
shall be subject to taxation for state, county, school, nnmicipal, and 
other purposes, on tlie real and personal jnoperty owned or used by 
them within the territorial limits of the authority levying tlie tax. 

Sec. 11. The rate of taxation on property, for state purposes, shall 
never exceed six mills on each dollai- of valuation, and whenever the 
taxable property within the state shall amount to one hundred million 
dollars, the rate shall not exceed four mills on each dollar of valuation; 
and whenever the taxable property within the state shall amount to 
three lumdred million dollars, the rate shall never thereafter exceed four 
mills on each dollar of valuation, unless a proposition to increase such 
rate, specifying the rate i)roposed and the time during which the same 
shall be levied, be first submitted to a vote of such of the qualihed elect- 
ors of the state as in the year next preceding such election shall have 
paid a property tax assessed to them within tlie state, and a majority 
of those voting thereon shall vote iti favor thereof, in such manner as 
may be provided by law. 

Sec. 15. There shall be si state l)oard of equalization, consisting of 
the governor, state auditor, state treasurer, secretary of state, and 
attorney-general; also, in each county of this state, a county board of 
(equalization, consisting of the boai'd of county commissioners of 
said ct)unty. The duty of the state board of equalization shall l)e to 
adjust and eipialize the valuation of real and personal property among 
the several counties of the state. The duty of the county board of e(pial- 
ization shall be to adjust and efjualize the A'aluation of real and personal 
property within their respective counties. Each board shall also per- 
form such other duties ti> may l)e presci'ibed by law. 
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ARTICLE Xr. 

Sec. 4. (Provides a tax for debt purposes.) 
OFFICERS. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are : 

(1) Th(> eoiiniy assessors, elected for a term of two vears. 

(2) Tlu^ eoiuity treasurers, elected for a tei-iii of two v( ars, who col- 
lect the tax(\s. 

(3) The county coinuiissioners, three in (muIi county (five in Den- 
ver), elected for a full term of four years, who act us countv board of 
cqujilization. 

(4) The state board of ecpjahzation, comj)oscd of t!ic ^^ovcrnor, slate 
auditor, state treasurer, secretaiy of state, and atloi-nev-^tMicral. 

(rV) Under the law of 1901 there was to be a state board of assessors, 
thirteen in nund)er, chosen by tlie assessors from amon<^ their own num- 
ber. This l)oard was to nuike the assessment of certain public service 
corporations. Jt was held unconstitutional and not reenacted in the 
law of 1902 

State Revenues. 
A. taxes. 

I. The general property tax. 
1. Base— 

a. The properti/ included and exempt. — All property 
not expressly exempt by law is subject to taxation. 
This is to include tangible and intangible property 
and the money of nonresidents, kept, used, loaned, 
and invested within the state for profit. 

(1) " Real estate" includes all lands or hiterests in land; all mines, 
minerals, and ctuarries, and rights and privileges appertaining thereto, 
also improvements, including buildings, water rights, structures, 
fixtures, and fences. 

(2) " Personal property " includes everything subject to ownership, 
whether tangible or intangible, not included in real estate. 

Debts may be deducted from credits. 

(3) Where property is mortgaged it is to l)e taxed as a unit at the 
value of the property pledged and tlie mortgage as such is not to be 
assessed. (Since 1901.) 

(4) The following classes of property, in addition to public property, 
are exempt: Public libraries; churches, schools, and charity buildings 
and the land they oc'cupy; cemeteries; household goods to the vjdue of 
$200; and irrigation works used exclusively for iriigating owneis^ 
lands 

(5) Special fi'anchiscs are classed as intangible property. (Enact (m1 
1902.) 

(6) Stock in corporations, except banks, which are taxed on their 
property, is not taxable to the owner 

b. Assessment, — Propert}^ is assessed l)y tlu* coimt}^ 
assessors, on the l)asis of returns made by tlie tax- 
payers. Under the laws of 1891 and 1901 tlie assess- 
ment referred to the 1st of i\Iay; under that of 1902, 
to the 1st of April. The assessor determiiH^s the 
value and may examine the taxpayer tmder oath. 

Failure to make return, or false return, if it results 
hi evasion of taxes invoh^ed, under the law of 1891, 
incurs a penalty of fi'oin SlOO to $1,000, to l)e riK'overed 
by the county commissioners in any court of compe- 
tent jurisdiction. False returns on mines may l)e 
prosecut(Hl as for perjury. 



Property is listed and valued each year^ and is to 
be assessed at its fidl cash value. 

The average amount of money and a\erage value of merchandise 
held throughout year is assessed. 

Under the old law (1891) the state board of ecjualization was to as- 
I certain the true value of the property nt^eessary to operation of railway, 
I telegraph, telephone, and sle(>ping car or otlu^r palai'c car companies, 
^ bv anv method which seemed })roper, and to appoition the valuation 
' made, on tlie basis of mileage. The law of 1901. which was held to 
be unconstitutional, established tlu^ unit rule, added fast freight and 
I express companies to the list, and transfei-red the asstNsment to the 
I state board of assessors. The law of 1902 lefi the unit lulc, lait re- 
i stored tlie assessmenf to the state board of etpndization. 

(\)r])orations doing busin<>ss in more than one county (other than 
\ tiiose assesstMt by thi* state board of ecprdization) make their returns to 
; the state auditor and the intangible prop( fly is valued l)y the assessors, 
j and is a})portioj)ed among the counties in proportion as their tangible 
I property. (Et)acted 1902.) Th(» law of 1901 made a similar }>roMsion, 
i but left the a,ssessment a«ul ap|)ortionment to the assessor of that county 
wIhmc the majority of the tangil)le pro|)erty was located, an unconsti- 
tutional }>roc(HH!ing, 

Bank deposits are assessed as credits, but an* not to be assessed at 
the value on April 1, but at the average amount within and without 
the state during tlie year. (Enacted in 11K)1 ; reenacted in HX)2.) 

Building and loan associations are assessed on surplus of property 
and credits over del)ts and sliares. (All laws.) 

By a procedure inaugurated in 1899 and continued with modifications 
in the lav\'s of UK)1 and H)02 mines an* divided into two classes, 
producing and nonproducing. In the law of 1902 a producing mine 
is detined as one yielding $5,000 or more gross per annum. Such 
mines wlien yielding gold, silver, lead, copper, or other precious metals 
are assesscnl at on(*-fourth tht» gross product unless that be less than the 
net product, in which case the latter rules; but surface improvements 
and macliinery are assessed separately. Mines of iron, coal, and 
asphaltum, and quarries are assesscnl as other property. Nonproducing 
mines are not to be assessed at a higher rate pcu- acre than tlu> lowest 
producing mine in tin* same location. 

Shares of capital stock in banks (including national banks) are 
assessed where the bank is located and the bank is made the agent of 
the stockholders for the paynuMit of the tax, returns of {issessments, etc. 
Migrating cattle may be ass(^ssed at any tina* of year. 

e. Kqualization. — Ihider the old law the county 
board of equalization rtH'cived the roll from the 
assessor and setthMl com|)laints as to individual 
assessment. The state board of equalization adjusted 
inequalities between counties. The essential modifi- 
cation made l)y the laws of 1901 and 1902 was the 
establishment of an anntial meeting of the assessors 
at the state cai)it()l to compare and correct assess- 
ments. The duty of the state board is mainly the 
hearino; of complaints, and the county board has been 
limited in its j)()wers to abating excess vahialions in 
''one or more instances in a given class." 

Elaborate procedure is established for tlie adjust- 
ment of grievances. If the assessed vtihtation ex- 
ceeds $7,o00, an appeal may be carritHJ up to the 
district court. 
2. Rate-- 

The rate for state ])urpos(>s is determined by the 
state board of equalization; it is, however, fixed by 
statute at 4 mills on the dollar, when no lower rate 
is [)rescribed. The practice ))revails of levying 
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special rates for specific purposes^ state institutions, 
and the like, within the 4-mill hmit. 
3. Collectioti 

Taxes are })ai(i to the county treasurers, who are 
the tax collectors. No demand is necessary. They 
are, by the law of 1902, payable as formerly in 
two installments: one-half on or before^ the last day 
of February, and the remainder on or l)efore the last 
day of July in the year followin<j: tlu^ assessment. 
The penalty for delinquency on tlie first installment 
is interest at 1 per cent |)er month up to August 1^ 
when the penalty on all overdue taxes becomes 
interest at the rate of 15 |)er cent per annum. All 
taxes are a permanent lien on the ])roperty upon 
which they are assessed until paid, and may be col- 
lected b}^ distraint and sale. 

Each county is held responsible for the full amount 
of taxes due the state. 

II. Foil tax. 

There is a state poll tax of $1 per annum on each 
male inhabitant over 21, except active meml)ers of 
the militia. If not paid prior to August 1, it becomes 
delinquent and bears interest at the rate of 15 per 
cent per annum up to December 30, when it may be 
collected by distraint. It is levied by the county 
commissioners at the time of making the general tax 
levy. 

III. Inheritance tax. 

(Introduced by the revenue law of 1902.) 
All property, real, personal, or mixed, belonging 
to a resident or within the state, which shall pass by 
will or by the intestate laws of the state to: (1) Father, 
mother, husband, wife, child, brother, sister, wife or 
widows of a son, husband of a daughter, or any child 
or adopted child, is taxed 2 per cent of each share, ^ 
provided, that $10,000 of any such estate be exempt; 

(2) uncle, aunt, niece, nephew^ or any lineal descendant, 
3 per cent of the clear market value of each share; 

(3) others, all shares ^ of less than $500 are exempt; 
shares^ of $10,000 and less are taxed 3 per cent; of 
$10,000 to $25,000, 4 per cent; of $25,000 to $50,000, 
5 per cent; of over $50,000, 6 per cent. Life estates 
are exempt. 

IV. Corporation taxes. 

There are no corporation taxes proper in Colorado. 

But insurance companies pay 2 per cent on gross premiums. 

The corporations are all taxed on their property 
under the general property tax. 

An annual license tax on corporations was estab- 
lished in 1902, but on account of the insignificant 
rates charged this has been classed under business 
licenses. 



' The statute n^ads ''estates," but has been interpreted by the courts 
to mean ''shaies." Burns v. Elder, 77, page 853. 



V. Business taxes and licenses. 

Every person, company, or corporation selling any malt, vinous, or 
spirituous liquors shall pay a license fee of $25 per annum in advance 
for each saloon^ restaurant, hotel, club, drug store, liquor store, or 
other place wliere any such liquors shaU l)e sold. This fee shall be 
paid to the state treasurer and enforced b}^ all constables, sherifTs, 
and police officers. (Enacted in 19()2.) 

Domestic corporations having capital stock valued at over 125,000 
shall pay to the state auditor an annual license tax amoimting to 2 
cents on each $1,000 of capital stock (after January 1, UK)5, to be 
paid to secretary of state). (Since 1902; in 1901, 5 cents.) 

Foreign corporations doing business in Colorado: 4 cents per $1,000 
of capital stock, but if par value of each sliare is less than $1, 2| cents 
per 1,000 shares: payable to state auditor until Jamiary 1, 1905, 
then to secretary of state. (Since 1902.) 

Insurance companies, not capitalized, pay a tax of $1 per $1,000 on 
gross premiums collected in the state. (Since 1902.) 

B. FEES. 

For filing articles of incorporation, payable to secretary of state: 
Domestic corporations. — Capital stock not exceeding $50,000, $20, 
and 20 cents for each thousand in excess and for each thousand 
increase; fding amendments to charter, $5. Foreign corporations.— 
As al)ove, but $30, and 30 cents in place of $20 and 20 cents. 
Foreign corporations not American. — Polling copy of foreign law, $5. 
For filing annual reports, $5; but ditch companies pay only $1; 
corporations not for profit, $1 ; corporations witli capital stock less 
than $10,000, $1. A fee of $5 is paid to the state board of pharmacy 
for becoming a registered pharmacist; renewal, $2. 

County Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general property tax. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the methods of assess- 
ment and of equalization are the same for county 
taxation as for state. 

2. Rate— 

The rate for the counties of each class is determined 
by the county commissioners within the following 
limits : 

In class 1 the limit for general purposes is 3 mills; in class 2, 
6 mills; in class 3, 7i mills; in class 4, 8| mills; in class 5, lOJ mills; 
in class 6, 12 mills; in class 7, 15 mills; in class 8, 16 mills; in class 
9, 20 mills; in class 10, 25 mills. 

But any county may levy such rate as it may see fit for the erecting, 
maintaining, repairing, leasing, or renting of county buildings, for roads 
and bridges, for bonds and interest thereon or judgment bonds and 
interest thereon, and for scliool purposes. 

County commissioners are to include in their annual 
tax levy a levy for schools within the county of at 
least 2 and not over 5 mills. 

3. Collection — 

County taxes are collected, as are state taxes, by 
the county treasurers. 

II, III, and IV. Poll taxy inheritance tax, and corpora- 

tion taxes. 
Counties receive no revenue from poll taxes, inheri- 
tance taxes, or corporation taxes. 
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V. Business taxes and licenses. 

The county commissioners are permitted to issue 
certain licenses and establish an annual fee therefor 
for specified occupations and for fees within prescribed 
limits, as follows : 

Auctioneers, peddlers, and storekeepers, $5 to $100; hotels, saloons, 
and grocers selling intoxicating liquors, $25 to $300. 

MuNioiPAi. Kevenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general 'property tax. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the methods of assess- 
ment and of equalization are the same for municipal 
as for state taxation. 

2. Rate— 

The rate is fixed by the city council or board of 
trustees in cities. In school districts it is certified by 
the school board of each district to the county com- 
missioners and levied by them as a special school dis- 
trict tax. The same applies to irrigation districts and 
road districts. In the latter the rate shall not exceed 
$1 on each $100. 

3. Collection — 

Municipal taxes are collected in the same manner as 
state and county taxes. 

II. Poll tax. 

Every able-bodied male between the ages of 21 and 
45 years shall pay to the road overseer of his district a 



road tax of $2 (annually), or, in lieu thereof, perform 
two days' work, of eight hours each, or eight hours 
work with team, on the pubhc highways of his road 
district. The tax is collected by the road overseer, 
who receives 10 per cent commission. 
Ill and IV. Inheritance tax and corporation taxes. 

Municipalities receive no revenues from inheritance 
taxes or corporation taxes. 
V. Business taxes and licenses. 

City councils in cities of the first class have power to 
license, regulate, and tax any or all lawful occupations, 
business places, amusements, or places of amusement. 

Auctioneers, peddlers, l)owling alleys, billiard tables, and stock and 
other brokers must obtain licenses. 

School Revenues. 

The school funds are administered through the 
superintendent of public instruction and the school 
districts. 

The state levies no annual tax for general school pur- 
poses, but the proceeds of the permanent school fund 
(interest on accumulations from the sale of lands) are 
apportioned among the counties. The counties, liow- 
ever, levy a general tax for school purposes, and special 
or school district taxes in each district. A large num- 
ber of fines, penalties, and forfeitures for violation of 
difi'erent laws, including those concerning reverme, 
courts, penal laws, escheats, dairying, the ^^ bounty 
act," game laws, those regulating insurance, and others 
are paid into the school fund. 



CONNECTICUT. 



Connecticut makes an entire separation of state and 
local revenues. The general property and poll taxes 
are town taxes. The state and county, however, may 
have recourse to them for the sums which they may 
apportion to the towns on their lists. State revenues 
are in general derived from special taxes, or s})ecial 
applications of the general property tax, principally 
from railroads and various corporations. There are 
also heavy incorporation fees, direct and collateral 
inheritance taxes, poll or military commutation taxes, 
fees, and licenses, and a special tax on investments. 

There is great complexity of local taxation (^aused by 
the intermingling of town and city areas, dual powers 
being exercised by towns, cities, and borouglis in- 
cluded therein. The assessment and collection of 
taxes throughout the state are matters concerning 
town governments; the appropriation of public moneys 
and the fixing of the tax rates, moreover, are concerns 
of the school districts and especially of the cit}^ gov- 
ernments. 



'This compilation is derived mainly from tlie General Statutes of Con- 
necticut, revision of 1902, in force July 1, nX)2, piiblislied by authority 
of the state: Case, Lockwood & Brainard Company, Hartford, 1902. 



Districts with powers of taxation similar to school 
districts may be established by towns for fire protec- 
tion, street s])rinkling, street lighting, tree planting, 
construction of sidewalks, and drains and sewers. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 

There are no constitutional limitations or provisions 
as to the power of taxation in Connecticut. 

OFFICERS. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are : 

(1) The town assessors, not less than two nor more than five, elected 
at tlie annual town meeting. Assessors in the towns of Hart ford, East 
Hartford, and Waterbury hold office for three years; in other towns, for 
one year. Any town neglecting to elect its assessors or faihng to make 
an assessment is to forfeit a sum equal to double its state tax last paid. 

(2) The collec^tor of town taxes (^lected at (be annual town meeting, 
usually for one year; in Middletown, for two years. 

(3) The town board of relief, consisting of not less tlian two nor more 
than five members, elected at the annual town meeting. 

(4) The state board of ecjualization, composed of the treasurer, 
comptroller, and tax commissioner. 
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State He venues. 



A. TAXES. 



I. The general property fax. 

The general [)roj>erty tax is primarily a town tax, 
but the state niay have recourse thereto l)y vote of the 
, general assembly. No property taxes for state piir- 
pos<vs were so levied in the fiscal year 1902. 

1. Base — 

(See II Poll taxes, and Municipal revenues, A I.) 
The property included and the assessment are the 
same for state taxation as for town. Tlie general list 
of the state is made up of the assessment lists of the 
towns, as equalized by the state board of equalization, 
and upon this list state and county taxes may be 
imposed. 

The state levies a tax on shellfish grounds not in- 
cluded in the territory of any town. 

2. Rate- 
Tim rate for state purposes is deter mined by appor- 
tionment upon the towns. It is the diity of the select- 
men to levy tlie amount of taxes due therefrom upon 
the town list. 

The rat(* on slu^lKisli grounds is 1 J p('r cent, 

3. Calleetion — 

Collection is made by the town collector as for the 
town tax(^s. If any town fails to pay its portion of 
the state tax by the 10th day of November, execution 
is to issue against the estate of its selectmen for the 
sum due, and, if returned unsatisfied, then against 
the inhabitants of the town, who are to be reimbursed 
by the town. 

The tax on slieltfisli grounds is coUeeted l)y the shellfish grounds 
eornniissioner. 

IL Poll tax. 

a. GeneraL — The state levies a ])oll tax of $1 against 
th(^ towns for every male person resident tlierein 
between the ages of 21 and 70 yt'ars. Towns collect 
this (vit h(^r jis a ])oll tax or in some other way. They 
must, liowevin-, raise and ])ay this amount. Students, 
firemen, militiamen, those who have served in the 
army or navy of the TTnited States, and those who 
pay the military tax are exempt. 

h. AfUUari/. An animal tax of $2 in conunutation 
of military duty is ini|>{)sed on every male citizen 
between the ages of IS and 45 years who is enrolled 
as fit for military duty. 

The town receipts from tliese taxes are never ec^ual 
to the state levies. In practice the taxes accrue to tlie 
benefit of the tow^n, and the levies of the state become 
general |)r()perty taxes apportioned on the basis of the 
numl)ei' of the two specified classes of polls. 

III. Inker] lance tax. 

The balance over $10,000 of the estate of every 
deceased jxmsou, when the ])ro|)erty is within the 



jurisdiction of the state whether belonging to parties 
in the state or not, and passing by will or by the 
inheritance law thereof, is subject to the succession tax. 
All transfers and alienations to take effcH't upon the 
death of the grantor are testamentary gifts for purposes 
of this tax. Gifts of paintings, curios, and collections 
of articles of beauty or interest made to institutions 
in the state for free exhibition or for preservation for 
public benefit are exempt. On such estates ])assing 
to a parent, husband, wife, lineal descendant, or legally 
adopted child of the deceased, the tax is one-half of 
1 per cent of its value for the use of the state ; and on 
any such estate or interest therein passhig to collateral 
kindred or strangers to the blood, the tax is 3 per cent. 
The tax is to be paid to the treasurer of the state 
by the executor or administrator within one year 
after his qualification. 

IV. (Jorporation taxes. 

Corporate property of domestic and foreign cor- 
porations, whose stock is not subject to taxation and 
which are not required to pay a direct tax to the state 
in lieu of other taxes, is listed for taxation in tlie 
towns, as is the property of individuals. 

Railroads. ^-Railroad compani(^s are taxed for state purposes upon 
the value of Wunv capital stock and fundcMJ and floating indebtedness, 
as determined hy the state board of equalization, made on the l)asis 
of statement by the C()mpan^^ This valuation is taken as '' the measure 
of v^alue of such railroad, its rights, franchises, and property," and 
is in lieu of aM othi^r taxes, except taxes on real (\state not used for 
railroad purposes, which are deducted fiom the taxes calculated on 
the stock and debt valuation. In tlie assessun^nt wher<' part of the 
funded and floating d(d)t was occasioned l)y, or stock was issued for", 
any part of the railroad in another stiitc^, or sti^amboat line in con- 
nection with th(^ railroad, that amount is deducted from the valuation. 
When only part of the railroad lies in tlu^ state, tlie com})any pays on 
such proportion of the valuation as tlie len<];th of its road lying in the 
state bears to the entire length of road. In fixing the valuation and 
length of line in the state, any branch in tlie state which is of less 
tlian one-fourth the average value pei- mile of the trunk line is not 
included but is estimated separately at its tru(^ and just value and 
taxed at the rate of 1 per cent thereon. The amount of any bonds 
or other obligations of the company held in trust as part of any sinking 
fund of the company is deducted from the valuation of th(^ road. The 
statute^ prescribes the rate at I per cent upon th(^ al>ove valuation, 
to be paid by the 25th of November, und(T pt^nalty of foifeiture of 
twice the amount required. 

vStreet railways of every description ar(* sid)ject to the same taxation 
as railroads. 

Kxpr(\ss com})ani(>s. — Kxpress compani(\s are rf»quired to pay a 
tax to the state u[)on the gross receipts within the stat(^ for th(^, year 
preceding the 1st of July at tlie rate of 5 per cent of such n'ceipts. 
This tax is in lieu of all otiu^r tax(\s upon the property of tlie company 
used (exclusively in tin* (\xpress Inisiness. It is payable by the 2()th 
of Octol:)er. Wlien any com|)any fails to mak(* the sworn statement 
of gross receipts required, the tieasurer may accept $1 (),()()() in lieu of 
tlie 5 per cent tax on receipts; otluMwise, then^ is a forfeiture of $5{X) 
to th(^ state, and for nonpayment a forfeiture of double the amount 
of the tax. 

Telegraph and t{d(»phon(^ companies.— T(d(»graph compani<\s are re- 
quired to pay to the state a tax of 25 cents on each mik^ of win> oper- 
ated within tlie state on July 1. Telephon(» companii^s are required 



TAXATION AND REVENUE SYSTEMS— CONNECTICUT. 



671 



to pay to the state a tax of 70 cents on each teleplione transmitter, 
and a further tax of 25 cents on each mile of wire operated within the 
state on July 1. 

These taxes are in lieu of all otlier taxes npon properly used in the 
business^ but any real estate is liable to taxation in the town in which 
it is situated. 

Savings banks.-— Savings banks are required to pay to the state 
a franchise tax on tlie balance of tbeir deposits, exclusive of surplus 
over $50,0(X), and over the amount invested in bonds oi tlie state or 
any town or city thereof in aid of the construction of any railroad, 
which is exempt from taxation, and also the amount invtvsted in stocks 
of l)anks, national banks, and trust, insurance, inv(\stment, and bridge 
companies; the rate of semiannual tax equals one-(Mglith of 1 per cent 
of the amount of its deposits remaining, less tlie ajnount of local taxes 
on real estate in Connecticut. The tax is payable by tlie 20th of 
elanuary and the 20th of July. This tax is in lieu of all other taxes 
upon savings banks, their deposits and surplus. 

Insurance companies : 

Domestic mutual lire insurance companies an^ required to pay 
to the state a francln'se tax of three-fourths of 1 per- cent upon tlie bal- 
ance of the total amount of assets over imptiid losses, real estate, and 
l)onds of the state or any town or city tliereof in aid of the consti'uction 
of railroads whicli are exempt by law. 

Domestic mutual life insurance companies sire required to pay a 
similar franchise tax of one-fourth of 1 per cent on the total amount 
of their premiums, notes, and on the markc^t value of all tli(>ir other 
assets, deducting, howc^ver, the same amounts as in the case of fire 
insurance companic^s above mentioned, and if in part a stock company 
taxable on the stock, the market value of the assets ht^longing to the 
stock departmiMit. Taxes are payable by lire insurance companies 
by the 30th of January and by life insuranct^ companii^s by ihv 25th 
of February, and are in lieu of all other taxes u{)on assents, (^xcept 
taxes iqion real estate or on taxable stock. There is a forfeit of $5,000 
for failure to return a statement of assets and of (loul)le the amount of 
tbe tax for nonpaynavnt within the time limited. 

Foreign insurance companies. Insurance eonq)anit^s of othei- states 
doing business in Connecticut are nnpiired to pay retaliatory fees 
and taxes, or the same imj)osed by such other statf^s on Connecticut 
companies. These are |)ayable by January 30. 

Agents of insurance companies organiz(Ml und<M' the laws of foreign 
governments and licensed to transact business in the state art^ recjuired 
to pav a tax of 2 per cent on the gross amount of premiums iTM-eived 
from such business. This tax is })ayal)le by January 30. 

Shares of capital stock of every bank, national bank, and trust, in- 
surance, inv{\stment, and bridge company ar(^ taxed 1 percent on the 
market value of said shares to the owner on October 1 on the basis of 
statements l)y the corporation. Tlu^ tax is ])ayable befor(^ the last day 
of February by the corporation to the state treasurer. 

The amount of taxes paid by the corporation on its real estate in 
Connecticut is deducted. TIjc corj)oration has a, lien on the shares 
of the stockholders for tlH> payment of tliese taxes. 

The state nunits to the taxing districts in which the stockholders 
are resident, the tax on resident stock. Nonresident jialional bank 
stock taxes are remitt(Hi to the town in which th(* bank is located. 
Taxes on other nonresident stock ai'c k(^pt by the state. 

V. Jhisiness faxes and licenses. 

The following taxes are levied anmially unless 
otherwise stated: 

Insurance brokers, $10; itinerant vendors, state fcv. $10(b barbers, 
certificate of registration, $2 ; insane asyhuns, $.50 hrst y<'ar, $25 per year 
thereafter; oyster vessels, under 5 totis, $2; each ton over 5 tons, 50 
cents: dental licens«>, $25: osteopath, $25; medical registration, $2. 

VI . hwesfment fax (or' tlie '' 4-mM tax^'). 

Choses in action, bonds, and notes may be exempted from further 
taxation by the payment to tlie state treasurer of a tax of 2 per c(Uit 
on the face value thereof for live years, or for a greater or less period 



at tlie same rate (4 mills per annum), and a certiticate is given exempt- 
ing such choses in action from all taxation in the state during that 
period. 

Corporations and brokers engaged in negotiating choses in action 
secured by mortgages on real estate situated in other stat(>s aie required 
to pay a tax of 1 per cent on the aggregate amount of all such invest- 
ments made in tlie state during the preceding year to January 1, 
deducting the amount of bonds exempted by payment of the J-mill 
tax. Corporations pay this tax January 20; brokei-s, February 20. 
This tax is regarded as in tlu^ nature* of a })enalty for nonpayment of 
the 4-mill tax. 

B. FEES, 

Charter fees from corporations. — Fifty cents on every thousand 
dollars of authorized capital stock up to $5,(XK),00() and 10 c(Mits on 
every thousand in exc(\ss of $5,000,000 for all corporations under giuitM-al 
laws. Coi'porations organized uiuhu* special laws pay $100 I'or tlunr 
charter and a tax of $1 on each thousand of capital stock, but in no case 
less than $50. 

For copies of private^ bills there is a cliarge of $5 per legal pag(^ 

The secri^tary of state collects: For tiling copy of charter of foreign 
corporation, $10; for filing statement of foreign corpoi'ation, $5; cer- 
tificate of oiganization of corporation without capital stock, $10; filing 
and rxH'ording docmnents, 2 pages, $1; eacli additional page, 50 cents. 

Tlie insurance commissioner collects: Annual fees, $10; annual 
reports, $10; valuation of policies of domestic life companies, per thou- 
sjind dollars, 1 cent ; ^ ablation of policies of foreign lif(^ com])anies, 
retaliatoiy rates; certificates of valuations to be filed in othei'statos. $5: 
filing co{)y of charter, $10; certificate of authority, $5. 

( . FINES AND PENALTIES. 

All tines, forfeitures, and jx^nalties ])elono^ to the 
sttite, indess otherwise disposed of I)}- law, except that 
tines iinj)osed hy a jnstici^ of th(* [)ejice o-o to the town. 

Coi'NTY ReVENI ES. 
A. TAXES. 

I. The general projnrf)/ fax, 

1 . Hasr 

TIk^ l)roperty ineliidcHi and the assessnteni and 
(Hptalization art* tlie same for eountv as for the town 
taxes. 

2. Hate 

Tlie eoinity tax is imposed nj)on the towns in pro- 
portion to tlieir assessmt^it lists hy the re[)reseniatives 
ehosen to the ti::eneral assemt)ly from all the towTis in 
the eonnty, and the senators resident in the (*ounty, at 
a nieetino; to t)e called ])y the (M)iinty conimissioneF's. 
For re})airs on a eonrthonse or jail, not to exceed ItiOO, 
the comity conmiissioners may apportion the timonnt 
among th(^ towns. 

3. ('olleetion — 

Collection of the county tax, as of town taxes, is 
made l)y the town. If any town neglects to pay its 
count}^ tax, the county treasurer may issue execution 
against tlie goods and estate <>f tlu* inliahitants. 

II, III, and IV. Poll tax, inheritance tax, and cor- 

poration faxes. 
The county does not sliare in the poll, the inheri- 
tance, nor the corporation taxes. 
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V. Business taxes and licenses. 

Five per cent of the moneys collected by the county 
commissioners on town liquor licenses is to be paid 
over to the county for county expenses. The remain- 
der is to be paid to the treasurers of the respective 
towns. 

Municipal Ke venues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general property tax. 

The town is the unit of assessment and taxation, 
and property assessed for towns includes that of every 
village, borough, or city embraced within the town 
limits. 

1. Base — 

a. The property included and exempt. — All property, 
both real and personal, not expressly exempt, is sub- 
ject to this tax. 

(1) 'Mieal estate" includes all such property not exempted, as 
fallows: Land and buildings, iislieries, quarries, mines, and ore beds. 

(2) "Personal property " includes all notes, bonds, and stocks not 
issued by the United States; moneys; credits; choses in action; ves- 
sels, except registered and enrolled sailing vessels; barges engaged 
in trader l)etween this and other states, and registered vessels which 
are actually engaged in foreign commeix'e; goods, chattels, and effects, 
or any interest therein belonging to any i-(\sident in this state. 

Mortgages on real estate in this state, when* tliere is no agreement 
that the borrower shall pay the tax, mv to be taxed only in the town 
in wdiich the real estate is situated. Bonds secured by mortgage on real 
estate in another state are taxable. 

Property situated in another state and taxed there need not be listed 
for taxation in this state, but this provision does not apply to loans 
by residents to nonresidents, nor to foreign railroad bonds owned by 
residents. Stocks of foreign corporations are presumed to be taxed in 
the state in wliicli sucli corporations ai"e located. Money or property 
inv(»sted in mercliandising or manufacturing outside the state need not 
be listed. 

Tlie property of certain corporations which pay a direct tax to the 
state in Ueu of other taxes is not subject to the general property tax, 
and th(^ shares of stock in corporations which are taxed on the corpo- 
ra t(^ property are not taxed to the stockholders individually. 

The whole property of eveiy corporation organized under the law of 
the stat(^ w4iose stock is not liable to taxation, and which is not r(H|uired 
to pay a direct tax to the state in lieu of other taxes, and tlie w^iole prop- 
erty in tlie stat(^ of foreign corporations is lial)le to taxation the same as 
th(^ property of iiuUviduals. 

So much of the deposits of any savings bank as are invested in the 
shares of capital stock of any l)ank, national bank trust, insurance, 
investment, and bridge <'{>nipany are not taxed. 

(3) l^^xemptions in addition to pul)lic property are: Cluuches; par- 
sonages to the valu(* of $5,000; college buildings; academies; public 
schoolhouses; infirmaries; buildings of scientific, literary, benevolent, 
or ecclesiastical societies; cemeteries; property of pensioners, soldiers, 
sailors, and marines disabled in service to tlie value of $3,0(X); of 
blind p«^rsons in Hke amount; property to the value of $1,(X)0 of every 
resident who served in the army, navy, or marine service of the United 
States in time of war; widow^s and mothers of sucli persons deceased 
in lik(^ amount; also of pensioned widows, fathers, and mothers; clotii- 
ing and furniture of every person and family, not including jewelry, to 
tlie value of $500; farm tools to the value of $200; produce held by the 
producer ftomi the preceding season, colts, calves, and lambs, and fuel 
and provisions for the use of one family: swine to tlie value of $50; 
poultry to the value of $25; sheep to the value of $100; cash not 
exc(M)ding |10t); private libraries and books not exceeding $2(X) in 



value; musical instruments to the value of $25; all public libraries; 
fire engines and fire houses; tools of a mechanic to tlie value of $200; 
fishing apparatus to the value of $2(X); stock and property of agricul- 
tural and ecclesiastical societies; hospitals supported by the state; 
property of Grand Army posts; state bonds and municipal bonds in 
aid of construction of certain railroads. 

Mortgages. — Money loaned on interest with an agreement that the 
mortgagor shall pay the taxes is, to an amount equal to the assessed 
value of the mortgaged land, exempt from taxation, but the excess of the 
loan over such valuation is to be taxed to the lender. 

Tree plantations, in land not exceeding $25 per acre, not less than 
1,2(X) trees to the acre, when the trees have grown to an average of 6 
feet, are exempt for a period of twenty years. 

College property is exempt, but not real estate in this state affording 
an annual income of more than <$6,0(X) ; also property of churches and 
ecclesiastical societies not exceeding $10,000 in value. 

Land for municipal water supply is exempt when the inhabitants of 
the town in which the land is situated have the same privileges as the 
municipality supplied. 

Bonds, notes, and other choses in action may l)e exempted from local 
taxation by payment of the 4-mill tax to the state treasurer. 

h. Assessment. — The town assessment serves for 
state and county taxes as welL While inhabitants of 
cities and boroughs are taxed for town purposes, they 
may also have, under their charters, an independent 
assessment and tax list for purely municipal purposes. 
In some cases this local list is made from the grand 
list of the town in which the borough or city is situated; 
in some the municipal assessors make new and dif- 
ferent lists; in others town and city are consolidated. 
But in all cases the town assessment, or what corre- 
sponds to that, is complete, and the town lists 
taken together make up the list for state purposes of 
all the property taxable therein. The town assess- 
ment is made by the town assessors with reference to 
October 1. Each resident of tlie town must furnish 
the assessor with a verified list of all his taxable 
property at its present, true, and actual valuation. If 
the taxpayer fails to make out his list, the assessors 
are to do it for him, adding 10 per cent as a penalty. 
Persons not returning lists are to be examined by the 
assessors, and for refusal to appear may be fined an 
amount not exceeding $1,000. Taxable property is 
to be assessed at its full and actual market value except 
certain vessels, which are assessed at a valuation equal 
to their net earnings for the year preceding, and lands 
and separate lots, which are to be set in the lists at 
their average present and actual valuation by the acre. 

Traders and manufacturers are assessed in the town in wiiich their 
business is carried on upon the average amoimt of goods on hand during 
the year. Merchants are assessed aisoion accounts receivable. 

Indebtedness of a resident of the stafe to another resident, not secured 
by mortgage on land in this state, ma\nL)e deducted from the listed prop- 
erty t)f the debtor. This deduction must be made by the board of relief, 
and only in case the list was duly given in, and only to tlie extent of the 
assessed valuation of the property for which the indebtedness w^as 
contracted. 

Railroads, savings l)anks, telegraph and telephone companies, insur- 
ance companies, investment companies and brokers, and express com- 
panies are assessed by the state board of equalization for purposes of 
taxation on property used in tlie business, which is accordingly not 
assessed nor taxed locally. 
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Corporations, domestic and forei<2:n, which do not pay taxes to the 
state in Heu of other taxation, are assessed on their property as are indi- 
viduals. Stockliolders of a corporation, the whole property of which is 
assessed in its name, are not to })e assessed on their shares. 

Waterpower is assessed as incidental to the machineiy wliich is oper- 
ated by it. 

Mortgages. — Money loaned on interest, secured by a mortgage on real 
estate in the state, with an agreement that tlie borrower shall pay the 
taxes, is not taxed (on the credit) to the extent of the assessed value of 
the mortgaged land. liut the excess of the loan is taxed wliere the 
lender resides; where there is no agreement for the borrower to pay the 
tax, the credit is assessed only where the real estate is situated. Mort- 
gages on real estate in other states are tnxcd as personal property to 
resident holders. 

Shellfisli grounds under state jurisdiction and not under an}^ town 
are assessed by tlie sliellfish grounds commissioners and may be taxed 
by them 1^ per cent of tlie valuation. 

c. EqualiBation. --The l)oard of relief in each town 
hears appeals from the vahiations of the assessors and 
equalizes and adjusts the valuations on the assessment 
list of the town; it may increase valuations and assess 
persons and property omitted by the assessors. It 
ma}^ also reduce the list and make certain deductions 
for indebtedness where lists have been duly given in. 
It may also abate the polls of indigent and infirm per- 
sons not exceeding one-tenth of the taxable polls. 
An appeal lies from the board of relief to the superior 
court of the county. 

The state board of equalization equalizes between 
the towns to make up the general list of the state. 

2. Rate— 

The amount of taxes to be raised is determined in the 
annual town meeting, and the selectmen of the town 
make out rate bills with the proportion which each 
individual is to pay according to the assessment list. 
When any town neglects to vote the necessary taxes, its 
selectmen may make a rate bill for the same. 

3. Collection — 

Town taxes are payable within one year after they 
are laid and are collected by the town collectors. Col- 
lectors may, if necessary, levy on chattels, realty, or 
attach the body of delinquents. The lien on real 
estate attaches from October 1 in the year previous 
to that in which the taxes become due. 

11. Poll tax. 

Every male person between the ages of 21 and 70 
years, unless specially exempt, is liable to a poll tax. 
The state levies in each town an amount ecpial to $1 
per person subject to this tax. The town pays this 
to the state and recoups itself by collecting from indi- 
viduals so far as it cares to do so. Students in colleges 
and academies, active members in fire companies, 
members of the state militia still active, and those 



who have served five years, persons who pay a mili- 
tary commutation tax, and those who have served 
in the army or navy of the United Stales are exempt. 
(The military connnutation tax collect(Ml by the town 
is paid over to the state.) (See, also, page 670.) 

III. InlierUance tax. 

The towns and cities do not share in the inheritance 
tax. 

IV. Corporation tax. 

The state remits taxes collected on sliares of stock 
in banks, national banks, and trust, insurance, invest- 
ment, and bridge com})anies to tliose towns and to 
tliose cities which are consolidated with the town 
governments in whicli the owners reside. The state 
also remits taxes on nonresident stock of national 
l)anks to the town in which the bank is k)cated. (See 
State revenues, a, IV, last paragraph, above.) 

V. Business taxes and licenses. 

Tlie following are collected annually: 

Lodging houses, $10; auctioueeis, discretionary with town; pawn- 
hrokers, $10 to $50; exhihitions, discretionary witli town; junk shops, 
$2 to $10; itinerant vendors, local license, $25; maternity hospitals, 
rate to be determined by town; bicycle side paths, 50 cents to $1; 
tlogs—for each male or spayed female, $1 .15; for each unspayed female, 
$5.15; kennel license, $50; license to collect l)irds for scientific purposes* 
$1; secondhand stores, $2 to $10; liquor licenses— sale of spirituous 
liquors, towns of over 3,000 inhabitants, $450; other towns, $2,50; ale, 
beer, and wnne only, $200; reputable hotels and wholesale grocers, not 
less than $250; diuggists—towns over 5,(KX), $12; towns less than 
5,000, $10; distilled liquors and alcohol, $-50. 

These taxes are ]iaid to the county commissioners 
for licenses in towns and cities which vote in favor of 
such licenses. License fees are paid over to the town 
with a deduction of 5 })er cent for comity })urposes. 

School Revenues. 

Towns may form school districts which have power 
to levy taxes for various school ])urposes upon the 
property in the district. Polls an^ set in the list at 
$100 each. District taxes are laid on the assessment 
list of tlie town as corrected for the pur})ose 1)y the 
town assessors. There are no restrictions on the rate 
of school levy, exce]>t in towns including witliin tluMr 
limits citi(^s that })rovicle for schools. 

The state comptroller distributes the income of llie 
school fund to the town treasurers at the i-tite of $2.25 
for each child between 4 and 16 years of age. 

The '' town dejiosit fund^' of mon(\v derived from tlie 
United Stales is deposited with the towns and the 
income ajiplied to public schools. 
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Although the rcneiuie system of Delaware as out- 
lined ill tli(^ more general laws is simple and logical, 
its ofxvrarion is greatly modified by what would be 
regar(l<Hl in other states as special legislation. The 
geiH^rtl assembh^ not only makes special |)rovisions 
for different counties and cities by name, but imposes 
sptM'ial taxes on railroad compani(\s and banks b}^ 
name. As these special provisions an^ so mimerons 
as to defy classification or condensation, onh^ tlie 
main features of the system can be given. The 
attempt has been made, however, to insert a few of 
the more striking instances of special legislation in 
order to show how they modify the system. Although 
the constitution of Delaware, adopted in 1897, pro- 
vides that taxes shall be uniform, the geiKvral assembly 
continues to pass laws imposing special taxes on 
different railroads by name. 

The state derives its revenues from corporation 
taxes and from fees and licenses on various occupa- 
tions. There is no state IcA^y on general property. 

The counties, cities, and hundreds depend upon 
the general property tax. The type of this tax is 
an old one, including, as it still does, a valuation of 
ground rentals^ and an assessment of certain classes 
of property at statutory values. Only recently has 
the poll tax been changed from one on polls at a fixed 
value, as if property, to one of uniform rate per poll. 

Delaware has practically complete separation of 
state and local taxation. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 

Prior to 1897 there were no provisions in the con- 
stitution of Delaware relating to taxation, but in 
the new constitution adopted in that year the follow- 
ing were introduced: 

ARTICLE VIII. 

Sf:c. 1. All taxes shall Ix^ unifonii upon the same class of subjects 
within ihc territorial limits of the authority levying the* tax, and shall 
be levied and collected und(U' ^(^neral Jaws, hut the general assembly 
may by genera! luw^ exempt frtun taxation such property as in the 
opinion of the gernMul assembly will Ix^st promote the public welfare. 

Se(". 5. The general assemhly shall provide^ for levying and collecting 
a capitation tax from vwvy male citizen of the state of the age of 
21 years oi' u[)\vard; but such lav to be colh^cted in any county shall 
be uniform throughout that county, and such capitation tax sliall 
be used exclusively in the county m wWu-h it is collected. 

vSk(\ 7. In all assessments of the \alue of real estate fiom taxation, 
the value of the land and the value of tlie huildings and improvements 
thereon shall be iFicluded. And in all ass<-.sn)ents of the rental value 
of real estate for taxation, the rental value •»[ (he land and the rental 
value of ih(^ ))uildings and the improvement^ i hereon shall he included. 

* This compilnlion is deiivtHl mainly from the h)llo\ving sourctvs: 

The KeviMMl Statutes of the State of Delaware. Edition of bS93. 
Known as the lirvi-.ed Codv of IsaS: Wilmington, Del., ]S93. 

The Constitution of Delawar(>, adopt e<l in convention, June 4, l^-^^: 
Wilmingt<»n, Del,. 1S97. 

The Laws of De law a re /Vols. XX, XXI, and XXII, Inking the session 
laws since 1S93. 



Tin? foregoing provisions of this section shall apply to all assessments 
of the value of real estate or the rental value tliereof for taxation for 
state, county, hundred, school, municipal, or otlier puhlic purposes. 



ARTICLE X. 

Sec. 3. Provided, That * * * j^}} i^al and personal property 
used for school purposes, where the tuition is free, shall he exempt 
from taxation and assessment for public purposes, 

OFFICERS. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are : 

(1) Tlie state treasurer, elected for twxi years, who collects most of 
the specific taxes. 

(2) The clerks of the peace, elected in each county for a term of four 
years, who collect licenses for the state. 

(3) The leyy court, composed of commissioners of a varying numher 
in each county, elected usually by the hundreds for a term of four 
years, supervises tbe work of assessment. 

(4) The assessors, one elected in each hundred for a term of two 
years. Wilmington hundred has three assessors. 

(5) The collectors, one in each bundred, appointed annually by the 
levy court. 

Statp: Hevenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general property tax. 

Although the state has apparently not surrendered 
formally its right to use this tax^ it is not used at 
present. (See County revenues.) 

II. Poll tax. 

Not used for state purposes. (See County rev- 
enues.) 

III. Inheritance tax. 

This tax of 5 per cent is levied on all estates, real 
and personal, passing to strangers in blood, excepting 
estates of $500 or less, which are exempt, and is 
collected for the state by the register of wills on 
commission of one-half of 1 per cent. Leggpcies for 
religious, charitable, and educational purposes are 
exempt. 

IV. Corporation taxes. 

(1) Specific. — The Farmers' Bank, one-fourth of 1 per cent per 
annum on paid-up capital. The Bank of Delaware, one-fourth of 1 per 
cent per annum on paid-up capital, and on surplus over 25 per cent 
of paid-up capital. The Bank of Wilmington and Brandy wine, one- 
foui-th of 1 per cent per annum on paid-up capital. Tbe Bank of 
Smyrna, one-fourth of 1 per cent per annum on paid-up capital. The 
Union Bank of Delaware, one-fourth of 1 per cent per annum on paid- 
up capital. The Delaware City Ikiik, one-fourth of 1 per cent per 
annum on paid-up capital. The Iknk of Milford, one-fourth of 1 per 
cent per annum on paid-up capital. The Philadelphia, Wilmington, 
and Baltimore Railroad, one-fourth of 1 per cent per anniun on paid- 
up capital. 

(2) Railroad and steamboat passenger tax. — Every person, corpora- 
tion, etc., engaged in carrying passengers by steampower on land 
or water is recpiired to pay a state tax at the rate of 10 cents per 
passeng(M', soldiers and sailors not included. Companies are required 
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to report the number of passengers carried. The Wihnington City 
Railway Company is exempt. All raih-oads other tlum the Philadel- 
phia, Wilmington, and Baltimore liailroad Company , which is allowt^d 
to commute this tax by an annual i)ayment of llo/XK)^ may likewise 
commute the tax h\^ an annual payment l)earing tlu^ same ratio to 
their gross receipts from passengei- traflic which $13,()(K) does to that 
of the Philadelphia, Wihnington, and l^altimore liailroad (\)mpany. 

(3) Net earnings tax. — All railroads and canal companies, domestic, 
doing business in Delaware, are requir-ed to pay 10 pc^* cent on the net 
earnings in Delaware, this amount being that pioportion of the total 
net earnings which the mileage in D(4aware is of th(^ total mileage. 

(4) Railroad companies taxed unchn- (3) pay annually also for each 
locomotive, $100: passenger car, $2.5: freight car, $10. 

(5) Railroad and canal compani(^s taxed undcM' (3) pay also an annual 
tax of one-half of 1 per cent on the actual cash value of evc^ry 
share of capital stock. The Philadelphia, Wilmington, and Baltimore 
Railroad Company may conunute the abovc^ taxes (3), (4), and (5) 
by paying $27,(X)0 annualiv. The Delaware Railroad Company may 
commute the taxes under (2), (3), (4), and (5) for $1,500 annually. 
In 1901 it was enact(>d that this company might conurmte all taxes 
for $10,0(X) annually. 

(6) Banks, state and national. — There is a tax of one-fouiih of 1 
per cent per annum on the casli value of all bank shares, paid by 
the bank, which has a lien on tlie dividends and shares to secure it. 

(7) Insurance companies. — All insurance companies, on(^-half of 1 per 
cent per annum on gross premiums. All lire insurance compani(\s, 
three-fourths of 1 per cent on gross premiums. All dom(\stic insurancM^ 
companies, $100 annually. DeJawar-e State Grange Mutual Fire 
Insurance C^ompany is exempt. Foreign guarantee and casualty 
companies, Ih per cent per annum on pn'miums. All payable to 
insurance commissioner for use of state. 

(8) Telegraph companies. — Sixty cents per mile for the longest wire 
in the state, annually; 30 cents per mile for the next longest wire in 
the state^ annually; 20 cents per mile for each other wire in tlie state, 
annually. (N. B. — The compiler assumes tliat this tax w^as repealed 
by chapter 166 of Volume XXI, Part II, Session Laws of 1899, but 
there is no distinct statement to that elfect.) 

(9) Express companies. — Five per cent of gro.ss earnings in the state. 
(N. B. — Same statement as under (8).) 

(10) Other companies. — Every telegraph, telephone, cable, or electric 
light company; or company organized for the distribution of electricity, 
heat, or power; or organized for the purpose of producing or distributing 
steam^ heat, or power; every express company not owned by a railroad 
company and not otherwise taxed; every company organized for the 
production, distribution, or sale of gas; every parlor, palac(\, or sleeping 
car company; every oil or pipe-line company; every life insurance com- 
pany; every iiiv, marine, live stock, casualty, or accident insurance 
company, except nnitual fire insurance companies which do not issue 
policies on the stock plan, hereafter incorporated under the laws of 
this state shall pay an annual tax for the use of the state by way of a 
license for its corporate franchise. This tax is based on a report made 
to the secretary of state showing, among other things, the receipts 
within the state. The rate is 1 per cent of the gross receipts in the 
state for telephone, telegraph, cable, and express companies; two-Hfths 
of 1 per cent of gross earnings for electric heat companies, etc., together 
with 4 per cent on all dividends in excess of 4 per cent; three-fifths of 
1 per cent of gross earnings for pipe lines; three-fcrurths of 1 per cent 
of gross premiums for insurance companies other than life; three- 
fourths of 1 per cent on ^lu^plus of life insurance companies, together 
with a franchise tax of thirty-one one-hundredtlis of 1 per* cent on gross 
premiums: 1^- per cent on gross receipts of parlor car companies. All 
other corporations incorpoiated under the Jaws of this slate pay annu- 
ally one-twentieth of 1 per cent on all amounts of capital stock issued 
and outstanding up to $3,(X)0,0(X); $3,(XK),(XX) to $r),(X)0,0(K), one-foi- 
tieth of 1 per cent; and any furtlier sum, $30 f)er millioii. 

These corporation taxes do not apply to railroad, canal, or banking 
corporations; purely charitable or educational associations; savings 
banks: ceFuetery or religious corporations; maFiUfacturing or mining 



corporations. These taxes are C(41ected by the state treasurer on the 
basis of a report lik^d with the secretary of state. There is als(v a geuv 
era! retaliatory tax against all foreign corporations. United vStutes or 
other. 

V. Business taxes and licenses. 

(1) Auctioneers, $10 armually; stallions or jacks for use of mares, 
$10 amunilly: stallions av jacks, nonresidcMil , $20 arujuaJly: eating 
houses, $25 annually; photographer, $20 annually; broker, $100 an- 
nualiv: real estate agent, $")0 ammally; juggler, $2.") aiuuially; circus, 
$1(X) amuuilly; lawyer, $10 annually; })hysici;(n, $10 amuially: den- 
tist, $10 annually: con\eyanc{M', $10 annually; private banker, $100 
annually ; merry-go-rounds, switch backs, etc., $25, $.")0, or $75 annu- 
ally. Collected by clerk of the ptnict^ in any <'oun(y. 

(2) Insurance agents of foreign life companies, $25 ammally: in- 
surance agents of foreign i'uv (u)mpanies, $25 annually: insm-ance 
agents of other foreign insurance companies, $25 ammally. Agencies 
of the last-named companies may, however, l)e carried on without 
sp(M'ial license if other license be held. Collected by insurance com- 
missioner. 

(3) All manufacturers, $5 per annum; and $1 per annum on iirst 
$1,0(X) or less of cost of raw material, and 10 cents per $1(X) on all ovct 
|1,(XX). Millers are exempt on (vustom work. Collected by the clerk 
of the ])eace in each county for the benefit of the state. 

(4) Oyster cat(4iers pay to the collector of o\ster revenue S5 per 
annum. In certain places the license is $20. 

(5) Ilotcds and saloons s(41ing intoxicating liquors by the drink, in 
towns and cities having a population ovei- 10,0(X), annually $300; in 
other towns and cities, $200. IIot(4s and saloons selling intoxicating 
liquors in quantities l(\ss than one quart, to be drunk off the prenu'ses, 
in addition to tlie al)ove, $25; wholesale liquor dealers, $100. Drug- 
gists selling intoxicating licjuors for medicinal purposes, $20; for the 
manufacture of spirituous or alcoholic liquors for sale, annually $2(X). 
If such manufacturers desire to operate for only portions of the year, 
monthly lic(^nses at the rate of $20 per month. 

B. FEES. 

Commissions by the governor. — Prothonotaries, $50; recorder of 
deeds, $50; register of wills, $50; (4erk of peace, $50; clerk of orphans' 
courts, $25; sherilf, $.50. Impressions of the great seal, $1. By sec- 
retary of state.— For commission to attorney-geTieral, coroner, justice 
of peace, and register of chancery, $10. For commission to notary 
public and commissioner of deeds, each, $10; constable, when appointed 
by the governor, $5. Insurance commissioner, fee for agent's license, 
50 cents. 

Secretary of state. — Fees for incorporation (known as ** private laws") 
when the capital stock does not exceed $50,CXX), $20; and for each addi- 
tional sum 20 cents per thousand dollars. Fees for certifying to di- 
vo ce acts, $10, and all other ])rivate laws, $20. 

D. INCOME FROM iniBLKl PIIOPEIITT. 

Investments in certain bank shares. 

Interest on a loan of $5,000 f o Suffolk county. 

(^OlINTY IIeVENUES. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general property tax, 
1. Base-- 

a. Tlie property included and (xempt, — All real and 
personal property not s|)eeuilly exempt is subject to 
taxation. Ground rents are included, and, until 1809, 
polls also. 

None of these terms, however, are defined for pur- 
poses of taxation. 
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P^xeiuptioiis, in addition to public property, are: The property of 
clmrches, religious societies, colleges, and charitable corpoi-ations; 
provisions nec(\s8ary for the use and consumption of the owner and his 
family for a year (not including live stock); farming utensils; tlie work- 
ing tools of uKHhanics or manufacturers; the implements of a f>erson's 
trade or profession; stock on hand of a maimfacturer or tradesman; 
household fmniture other than plate; grain and the produce of land; 
wearing ap|)Arel; ready money; goods, wares, and merchandise im- 
ported; and Ncsscls trading from any part of the state. 

Kailroad property within the right of way is technically exempt, as 
raihoads nm taxed in other ways for state purposes. 

h. Assessment.—The assessnieiit is made by the lo- 
cal or '^hundrecr' assessors on information, but they 
may require statements from the owners of property. 
Fraudulent returns are subject to a penalty of $40; 
and refusal to make returns^ a pemilty of $10 and the 
doubling of the assessment. Eyasion after assess- 
ment is punishable by a fine of $30 and the doubling 
of the assessment. 

The assessment, which is made eyery fourth year, 
must be completed by January 1. The last one \yas 
in 1901. 

Lands and l)uildings thereon are assessed by the assessors in each 
hundred at their true value in money once every four years. Homes 
and lots in cities, etc., are assessed on the basis of annual rental at 
$100 for every $12 rental [)lus any excess of true value tliereover. 
Kents are assessed by the assessor in each hundred at the rate of 
$100 for each $8 received, and are assessed to the persons receiving the 
same. Tenants may pay the taxes on lents and deduct the same from 
rents due. 

Personal property is assessed once every four years by the assessors 
of the lumdreds, and the roll is corrected annually to include new ar- 
rivals, new acquisitions of property, and persons who have come of age, 
witli corresponding deductions. Silver plate is valued at SI. 10 per 
ounce. In practice l)Ut very little personal property is assessed for 
the general property tax. (See Municipal revenues.) 

Every freeman over 21 years of age was formerly rated on his poll at 
not less than $140 nor moi-e than $2,700, as of personal property. In 
1898 a regular per capita tax was established, and in 1899 the above 
tax on polls was repealed. 

In 1898 assessors were instructed to assess investments in money at 
three-fourths their true value. The rate was to be 30 cents on each 
$100 and one-fourth of the proceeds was to be paid to the state and 
three-fourths to the county. (Declared unconstitutional in 1901.) 

The assessor is paid by fees allowed by the leyy court. 

c. Equalization,'— -T}^^^^^ leyy court reyises and cor- 
rects the assessment list and equalizes all assessments. 
2. Hate— 

The leyy court shall eyer}^ year calculate and settle 
the amount of tlie road tax, the poor tax, and the 



county tax and apportion the same on the hundreds 
at a certain rate per $100 of assessments. 
3. (hllection — 

Taxes are collected by the collectors in each hun- 
dred, under warrant of the leyy court. They are pay- 
able on demand after the second Tuesday in October, 
and if not paid within ten days after demand, maybe 
collected by distress and sale of personal property. 
If there be no personal property sufhcient, they reyert 
on real estate and tenements, and if that fail, the body 
may be imprisoned. 

On all taxes paid before the 1st day of October there 
is an abatement of 5 per cent; before December 1, 
3 per cent; and on all taxes unpaid on the 1st day of 
Jaimary, 5 per cent penalty is added. 

The collector is paid by fees allowed by the leyy 
court, not to exceed 8 per cent of collection. 

II. Poll tax. 

Polls were formerly assessed as if property (see 
aboye), and the payment was a prerecjuisite to the 
exercise of the electoral franchise. In 1898 a law was 
passed establishing a regular capitation tax, to be 
leyied by the ley}^ court at not to exceed $1.25 nor to 
be less than 25 cents, and to be uniform throughout 
the county in which it was leyied. In 1899 the old 
tax on polls, at a yaluation as if property, was repealed. 

III, IV, and Y. InJieritance tax^ corporation taxes, and 
business taxes and licenses. 

The inheritance and corporation taxes, as well as 
most of the business taxes and licenses, are reseryed 
for the state. 

Municipal REyExuES. 

The reyenue system of the cities is in general simi- 
lar to that for the counties, and requires no special 
description. In many cities, howeyer, horses and 
mules are subject to a per capita tax. Local laws 
and customs which authorize this and other special 
taxes contribute to make the general property tax 
almost wholly one of realty. 

School KEyENUES. 

The schools are sup])orted by tlie state school fund, 
which is made up of money deriyed from the United 
States deposits of 1836 and an appropriation from the 
state treasury, as well as by a county leyy and by 
special school district leyies. 



DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.' 



The District of Colum))ia is a municipal corporation, 
goyerned by a board of tliree commissioners appointed 
by tlio President of the United States. The District 
draws its reyenues from the general })roperty tax, from 
taxes upon the gross receipts of certain corporations, 



^ This conipihuion is derived mainly from the following sources: 

Act of Congress of August 14, 1894, chapter 287, Fifty-third 
Congress, Rev. Stat., page 240, cliapter 287, 

Act of Fehmary 14, 1902. 

Act of Congress of July 1, 1902, to provide for expenses of the 
fiscal year ending elune 30, 1903. Public Laws of the United States, 
Fifty-first Congress, 1901-1902. 



and also from an elaborate system of license taxes on 
yarious businesses. There are no poll or inheritance 
taxes. 



The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are : 

(1) Assessor of the District. 

(2) Board of assistant assessoi's, composed of five nienibers, appointed 
as a permanent board by the commissioners of the District. 

(3) Excise board, composed of three members of the permanent board 
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of assistant assessors, selected l)y tlie assessor of tlie District, for the 
assessment of real estate. 

(4) Board of personal tax appraisers, composed of the two assistant 
assessors not on the excise board, who assess personal pioperty. 

(5) Board of equalization and review of real estate assessments and 
board of personal tax appeal'^, composed of the board of assistant assess- 
ors, with the assessor of the District as chairman. 

(6) Collector of taxes of the District of Columbia. 

District Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general property tax. 

1. Base — 

a. The property included and exemj)t.—¥ropeYtj, real 
and personal, is subject to taxation except as specially 
exempted. There is no definition of real and personal 
property for purposes of taxation. 

I^^xemptions, in addition to public property, are: Cliurclies, cemeteries, 
libraries, schools, benevolent and charitable institutions, personal prop- 
erty of scientific institutions, property used for educatioiutl purposes, 
private libraries, schooibooks, wearing apparel, articles of personal 
adornment, family portraits, houseliold effects to $1,(K)(), the Corcoran 
Art Building, and tlie Soldiers' Dome and grounds. 

h. Assesmnent. — The assessment of real estate is made 
by three members of the board of assistant ass(\ssors. 
called the real estate and excise board. 

Real estate, including improvemxMits, is to })e as- 
sessed at not less tlian two-tliirds of the true value. 
The assessment was to be mad(* in 189() and every third 
year thereafter; tlie value of tlie improvements to be 
separately estimated. Annually, improvements of 
over $500 in value are to be added or dama<i:(\s to that 
extent to be deducted. 

Personal property is assessed annually by ''the 
board of personal tax appraisers." Every p(*rson or 
corporation is required to fill out, under oath, a sched- 
ule of personal property, the fair cash value of which is 
to be entered b}^ the assessors. A penahy of 20 |)er 
cent is imposed for faihu'C to make retui'ns. 

Dealers in general mcrcliandise are assessed on th<' averages stock in 
trade during the year. 

c. Equalization. — ^The valuation of personal j)ro{)- 
erty is equalized by the board of personal lax ap})eals. 

Real estate values are equalized by the board of 
equalization and review in every tliird yea^' wh(»n tlie 
assessment is made. 

2. Rate'-^ 

Real estate and improvements tliereon ai-e to be 
taxed at li per cent npon the assessed valuation there- 
of, which is to be not less tlian two-thirds of the true 
value. Personal property is taxed at the same rat(*, 
but upon the fair cash value. 

3. Collection — 

Taxes are collected by the collector of tln^ District. 
If taxes on personal property are not paid by June 1 , 
they may be collected by distraint. If goods and 
chattels are lacking, the collector may levy on real 



property. The whole tax on real and personal prop- 
erty is payable in May of each year, but one-lialf may 
be paid in November. The penalty for delinquency, 
which is 1 per cent a month, begins to accrue June 1. 
Advances, wTth interest at 2 per cent, are made to the 
District from tlie Treasury of th(^ United States for 
the expenses of the District. 
II and III. Poll tax and inheritance tax. 
There are no poll or hiheritance taxes. 

IV. Corporation taxes. 

Corporations, otlier than tliose mentioned later as 
taxed on gross earnings, are taxed upon tluMr capital 
stock, which is to be aj)praised in bulk b}^ tlu^ board of 
|)ersonal tax a[)praisers, at the rate of }\ per cent of 
the assessed valuation. Since 1004 business C()r])ora- 
tions having no special franchises are taxed as individ- 
uals. The value of the real estate of the corporations 
in the District is to l)e deducted. 

Newspapers, rcnil estate, and mercantile companies 
are to be assessed and taxcMl as individuals. Building 
associations are required to pay 4 per cent per annum 
on tli(^ir gross earnings. In 1904 tliis was made 2 per 
cent on (uitire gross eai'nings. Savings l)anks, without 
caj)ital stock, pay 1 \ pw (umt {x^r annum u])on surplus 
and undivided ])roiits. In 1004 this was made 4 per 
cent, less amount paid as intertvst to depositors. As 
tiustees for their stockholders, all national banks, all 
other banks, jind trust companies in th(^ District, and 
all gas, (dectric lighting, and leh^phone conq)ani(\s are 
required to make report to tin* personal tax appraisers 
of gross earnings and ])ay tax(\s as follows! 

Banks and O'ust cotu})ani(s^ (i ])er cent pvv atunnii: gas companies, 
5 per cent per aiuuun; eh'ctric light and telephone companies, 4 per 
cent p(>!' anmnn ; street railroad eoni[)anics, 4 per cent per annum ; insur- 
ance (•oinpani<'s, Ih P*''" <'<''^1 P<''" ainnun: lidelity compjuiics, \l pm' cent 
per juuuun ; since 1904 title companies. \\ per cent pvv aruunn. Heal 
estate is also taxed as other real estate. 

V. Business taxes and licenses. 

Licenses are recpiired for busin(»sses, traders, and 
] ) r( ) f ess i < ) n s as fo 1 1 o ws : 

Apothecsu-ies, Sfi per annimi; anction<»ers, $100 per annum; coin- 
mission merchants, $10 [)cr aiiram); cattle dealers, $15 per annum; 
passenger vehicles for hinv one horsv'\, $6 per aruumi; othiM-s, |9 ]}er 
anmim; driver's badjj^e, 50 ceiUs ])er annum; livery stables 10 stalls, 
$25 per amnun ($2 for each one additional); garagt^ for autoveliich^s 
ten vehicles, $25 pei' aiUHUJi ($2 for each one additional); coach lines — 
vehicles with capacity of ten passengers, $6 pei' annum: ovei- ten pas- 
sengers, $12 per annum; real estate brok(>rs, $.50 per arnmrri: guarantee 
compani(>s, $1(K) j)er amunn; ticket brok(»rs, $25 f)ef jimium; hotels, 
$1 per room (mininuint), $30 per annum; restaurants, $18 pc^r annum; 
theateis and halls, $1{K) per amnun; exhibitions. $100 per annum, $10 
per week first, $5 thereafter, $:] p<'r day; conductors of concerts, $3 
per day; circuses, $2{K) per day; athlcfic grounds (admission charged), 
$20 per week; picnic resorts (adnu'ssion), [)er amium, $100; per week, 
$10, and $5 after the first week: skating rinks, etc., pi-r day, $3; shoot- 
ing galleries, fencing schools, etc, $12 pm- amnmi; merry-go-rounds, 
$12 first week, $10 subsequent weeks, $.3 per day; slot machines, $2 
pcM' annum; Turkish l)aths, $25 })er anmun; massage establishments, 
$25 per ammm; fortunes tellers, $25 per annum; luicksters and produce 
dealers, per vehicle, $12 j)er amuim; fuel hucksters, $5 per annum* 
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peddlers, $25 per annum: private banks or bankers not incorporated, 
$250 per annum; general fjrokers, $250 per annum; Washington Stock 
Exchange (for all meml)ers), $500 per annum; members of other 
exchanges, $100 per anninn ; note brokers, $100 per annum ; ])rewers and 
brewers' agents, $250 per anmim; distillers or rectifiers of spirits, $2,50 
per annum; wholesale license, S3CX) per annum; l)arrooni, $800 per 
annum; ])il{p(>sters, 120 per annum; inflammable oil tanks, $10 per 
annuMi; laundries, steam, $20 per annum; laundries, hand, $10 per 



annum; employment offices, $10 per annum; secondhand dealers, $40 
per annum; pawnbrokers, $1(X) per annum; boarding houses (public), 
per room, $5 per annum; claim agents, $25 per annum; contractors, 
$25 per annum; cigar dealers, $12 per annum; confectionery establish- 
ments, $12 per annum; dealers in the several markets, $5 per annum; 
florists. $15 per annum; land and improvement companies, $50 per 
annum; undertakers, $25 per annum. 



FLORIDA.^ 



The revenues of Florida are about evenly divided 
between the general property tax and a long series of \ 
general and special Hcense taxes. There are no cor- | 
poration taxes of importance, and there is no inherit- 
ance tax. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 

ARTICI.E III. 

Sec. 20. The legislature shall not pass special or local laws in any of | 
the following enumerated cases: * * * for assessment and collection 
of taxes for state and county purposes. 

ARTICLE IX. 

Sec. 1. The legislature shall provide for a imiform and equal rate of 
taxation, and shall prescribe such regulations as shall secure a just 
valuation of all property, both real and personal, excepting such 
property as may be exempted by law for municipal, educational, I 
literary, scientific, religious, or clmritable purposes. | 

Sec. 2. The legislature shall provide for raising revenue sufficient to 
defray the expenses of the state for eacli fiscal year, and also a sufficient 
sum to pay the principal and interest of the existing indebtedness of the 
state. 

Sec. 3. No tax shall be levied except in pursuance of law. 

Sec. 5. The legislature shall authorize the several counties and 
incorporated cities or towns in the state to assess and impose taxes for 
county and municipal purposes, and for no other purposes, and all 
property shall be taxed upon the principles established for state taxa- 
tion. But tlie cities and incorporated towms shall make their own 
assessments for municipal purposes upon tlie property within tluur 
limits. The legislature^ may also provide for levying a special capita- 
tion tax and a tax on licenses. But the capitation tax sliall not exceed 
one dollar a year and shall l)e applied exclusively to common school 
pu!"pos(^s. (Article VI, section 8, permits the legislature to make pay- 
ment of this tax a prerequisite for ex(MX'ise of tlie suffrage.) 

Sec. 8. No |HM'son or corporation shall l>e relieved l)y any court fi'om 
the payment of any tax that may be illegal or illegally or irregularly 
assessed until ho or it sliall have paid sucli proportion of liis or its taxes 
as may be legal, and l<'gally and regularly assessed. 

Sec. 0. There shall br exempt from taxation property to the value 
of two liundred dolhus to vwry widow that has a family dependent 
on her for support, and to CNcry person that has lost a fimb or been 
disabled in war or by nusfortunc. 

AU'FK l.E XH. 

Sec. 0. A special tax of one mill on Ww dollar of all taxable property 
in the state, in addition to the other mcuns provided, shall be levied 
and a})portioiK>d annually for the sup])ort and maintenance of public 
free schools. 



nia* h)llowing compilation is d(>riv(Hl mainly from the following 
sources: 

The Kevis(>d Statutes of Florida, 1892. 

The Session Laws since 1892. 

A compilation r»f the Laws for the Ass(*ssment and Collection of Rev- 
enue, etc., bv A. C. Groom, comptroller. State Printer, Tallahassee, 
Fla., 1903. 



Sec. 8. Each county shall be required to assess and collect annually 
for the support of public free schools therein, a tax of not less than 
three mills nor more than five mills on the dollar of all taxable property 
in the same. 

Sec. 9. The county school fund shall consist, in addition to the tax 
provided for in .section 8 of this article, of the proportion of the interest 
of the state school fund and of the one mill state tax apportioned to the 
county; the net proceeds of all fines collected under the penal laws of 
the state within the county; all capitation taxes collected within the 
county; and shall be disbursed by the county board of public instruc- 
tion solely for the maintenance and support of public free schools. 

Sec. 10. The legislature may provide for the division of any county 
or counties into convenient school districts; * * * g^j^^j f^^ yip 
levying and collection of a district school tax, for the exclusive use of 
public free schools within the district, w^ienever a majority of the 
qualified electors tliereof tliat pay a tax on real or personal property 
shall vote in favor of such levy: Provided, That any tax authorized by 
this section shall not exceed three .mills on the dollar in any one year 
on the taxable property of the district. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

vSec. 7. (Provides for division of counties by county commissioners 
into taxation districts and the appointment of an assistant assessor of 
taxes.) 

OFFICERS. 

The ofFieers most directly concerned with taxa- 
tion are : 

(1) The county assessor of taxes elected for a term of two years. 

(2) The county tax collector elected for a term of two years, 

(3) The board of county commissioners, of five members, elected for 
a term of two years, which reviews and equalizes the assessments. 

(4) The comptroller, elected for four years. 

State liEVENUES. 

A. PAXES. 

I. The general property tax, 
1. Base— 
a. The property ineluded and exempt, — All property, 
real and personal, in the state, not expressly exempt, 
is subject to this tax. 

(1) 'Mieal property " if icludes land and buildings, fixtures and im- 
prov(Mnents. 

(2) "Personal property " includ(\s goods and chattels; moneys and 
effects; all boats and vessels; all debts due, or to become due from 
solvent debtors, whether on account, contract, note, or otherwise; 
and all publi<' stocks or shares in all incorporated or unincorporated 
companies. 

(3) Exempt besides all public property are : The property of fire com- 
panies; the property of literary, educational, benevolent, charitable, and 
scientilic institutions; all liouses of public w^orship, the lots on which 
{\\Qj stand, and the furnishings; parsonages burying grounds; public 
libraries; agricultural societies; and $200 to every widow dependent on 
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her own exertions, and to every person who has lost a limb or been 
disabled in war or by misfortune. By construction, nonbearing fruit 
trees are exempt. 

&. Assessment. — The assessment is made by the 
county assessors and their assistants. It refers to 
the first day of January and the roll is to be made up 
between that date and the first day of July. Property 
in general is assessed where located. The assessor 
makes up the list on the basis of returns by the owners 
and ''shall require any person to make oath to the cor- 
rectness of the list.'' Any person refusing to take sucli 
an oath loses the right to a reduction of valuation. 
But the assessor alone determines the values. Assess- 
ment is required to be at ''true value." 

Railroad companies, including street railroads, and also telegraph 
and telephone companies, are assessed on their property by the comp- 
troller, assisted and advised by the attorney-general and the treasurer 
of the state; the track and other real property used in the business is 
assessed where located; the rolling stock and the like is assessed as a 
whole and apportioned to each county and city on a mileage basis. In 
the case of telegraph companies the franchise is to be included. 

A peculiarity in the assessment of real estate is that the assessor 
must begin with the lowest numbered section in each township, or the 
lowest numbered block or lot in other surveys and proceed consecu- 
tively. Lands wliicli have escaped taxation may be assessed for back 
taxes for three years. 

National bank shares are assessed at the place where the bank is 
located. The bank is made the agent of tlie stockholders for the pay- 
ment of the tax, which may be retained from dividends. 

Assessors are paid by commissions paid by the state and county: 
On the first -12,000, 10 per cent; on the next $2,000, 5 per cent; and on 
the balance, 2 per cent. 

c. Equalization.— The board of county connnission- 
ers reviews and revises the assessments and ecpuilizes 
the assessment of real estate b}^ raising or lowering 
the value of any j>iece of real estate, but it nuiy not 
raise or lower the assessment of the county as a whole. 
It appears to have no power to equalize the assessment 
of personal property. 

There is no equalization between counties. 

2. Bate-- 

It is customary for the legislature to determine the 
rate and to make a direct levy for each year by statute, 
specifying the rate for each general purpose. The con- 
stitution requires a levy of 1 mill on the dollar of 
assessed valuation for school purposes. It is also cus- 
tomary to give the governor power to lower the rate 
if "he discovers from the aggregate assessment and 
from other sources of revenue" that a reduction is 
justified. 

The chief items recognized by special rates are: For tiie general fund, 
usually, 3 mills; for the state school fund fixed by constitution, 1 mill; 
for the state board of health, h mill; for tlio state pension fund, 2 mills. 

3. Collection— 

State, county^ and school district taxes, together 
with any special taxes authorized by the county com- 
missioners, are collected on oiu^ roll b}^ the county tax 
collector. The extensions are nuide by the assessor. 



Taxes are a lien on any property of the taxpayer, 
and may be collected by distress. They are due on 
the first Monday in November and become delinquent 
on the first Monday in April. The delinquency pen- 
alties take the form of extra fees to the collector. On 
amounts less than $5 in taxes the fee is 50 cents; $5 
to $10, 75 cents; over $10, $1. On executions the 
same fees are allowed as to the sheriff. On sales of 
land, 5 per cent. 

The tax collector is paid by commissions borne by the state and 
county: On the first $2,000 collected, 10 per cent; on tlu^ second $2,000 
collected, 5 per cent; on the balance, 2 per cent. 

II. Poll tax. 

The poll tax is a general tax, but is payable into 
tlie county school fund. (See County revenues, gen- 
eral poll tax.) 

III. Inlieritance tax. 

There is no inheritance tax. 

IV. Corporation taxes. 

In general, in matters of taxation, corporations are 
not treated differently from individuals; they pay 
their general property taxes and licenses. Railroad, 
telegraph, and telephone c(unpanies are assessed on 
their property by a state board. There was a license 
tax on telegraph and telephone companies in 1891; 
this disappeared, however, in the revised statutes of 
1892 and is presumably obsolete. 

The following are the only cases analogous to cor- 
poration taxes: 

Insurance companies, except life, on gross premiums, 1 per cent per 
annum; insurance companies, life, fidelity, and accident, on gross pre- 
miums, 2 per cent per annum; sleeping car companies are taxed upon 
their gross i-eceipts in the state at the rate of $1.50 on each $1(K). The 
Soutliern Ex])ress Com[>any pays a special tax of $2,500 per annum. 

V. Business taxes and licenses. 

Keepers of hotels or boarding hous<'s — 200 or more lodgers, annually, 
$150; 1(K) to2(X) lodgt^rs, annually, $100: 75 to 100 lodgers, annually, $,50; 
.50 to 75 lodgers, annually, $25; 25 to .50 lodgers, annually, $15; 10 to 25 
lodgers, annually, $10. Rc^staurants seating over 20 persons, amiually, 
$15; restaurants seating less tlian 20 persons, annually, $5; billiard tables, 
etc., annually, $25; l)o\vHng alleys, skating rinks, and shooting galleries, 
anmially, $15; billiard table not connected with saloon, annually, $10; 
dealers in spirituous, vinous, or malt li(|Uors, in each county, no fraction 
of a year l)eing recognized, amuially , $5(X) (drunnners are dealers) ; distill- 
ers and l)re\vers, each county, amiually, $100; merchants, storekeej)ers, 
and druggists with a capital stock less than $1 ,(X)0, in each county, amiu- 
ally, $3; up to $10,000, for each $1,(XX), annually, $3; over $1()".00(), for 
each $1 ,OtK), annually, $1 ; dealers in cigars, cigarettes, and l<)l)a('co, annu- 
ally, $5; manufactui-ers of cigars, for each workman (Mn[)loyed, aiHuuilly, 
25 cents: sewing machine and lightning rod ag(Mits. for each county, 
annually, $10; insurance companies of all kinds cxccj)! j)Ia(c glass, annu- 
ally, $200; insurance companies for plate glass, aiirnially. $50; insurance 
agents |)aid by comptinies, for each coinj)any, annnally, $5; insur- 
ance agents, traveling, paid by com])a!ii(v-, for each rompany, annually, 
$25; agents for building and loafi asso<-iations, annually, $10; land 
agents, annually, $10; auctioneers selling land in towns of 1,.5(K) inhabi- 
tants or over, annually, $10, and on gross sales I per cent; auctioneers 
of horses and nudes, annually, $(>0; auction sales of personal property, 
gross, 5 per cent; livery stables, less than 4 mules or horses, annually, $5; 
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4 to 8 mules or horses, annually, $10; 8 to 12 mules or horses, annually, 
$15; 12 to 20 mules or horses, annually, $2e5; 20 to 40 mules or horses, 
annually, $35; 40 to 75 mules or iiorses, annually, $50; keeper of stallion 
or jaek, aninually, $5; einnises, annually, $200; theatrieal shows, etc., 
traveling, in each eoimty, per day, $5; in fitted theaters, in cities of 
20,000 inhabitants or more, annually, $250; in cities of 15,(K)0 to 20,000, 
annually, $200; in cities of 10,000 to 15,000, annually, $150; in cities, 
under 10,000, annually, $100; in cities under 5,000, ammally, $25; 
variety sliows in which females are employed as waitresses, for each 
performance, $50; hobby horses, etc., each county, $10; hawkers or 
street vendors of medicines, each city or town, for each day, $100; 
pawnbrokers, annually, $100; itinerant vendors, drugs and medicines, 
annually, $500; boats for peddling, under 20 tons, annually, $10; boats 
for peddling, over 20 tons, annually, 130; book and picture agents, 
annually, $10; hawkers and peddlers, general, annually, 1300; itinerant 
vendors, general, in each county, annually, $.50 (cripples as peddlers 
and newsboys are exempt); banks and bankers, brokers, also water com- 
panies, gas, electricity, or telephone companies, incoi-porated, when 
capital -stock is $100,0(K) or over, annually, $100: when $50,000 to 
S100,0fX), annually, $50; when $25,(X)0 to $50,000, annually, $30; when 
less than $25,0(K), annually, $20; when less than $10,000, annually, $10; 
but banks paying tax on capital stock are exempt. Express companies 
in cities of 15,000 inhabitants or over, amuially, $200: in cities of 10,000 
to 15,(X)0 inhabitants, annually, $100; in cities of 5,000 to 10,000 inhabi- 
tants, amuially, $75; in cities of 3,CKX) to 5,000 inhabitants, annually, 
$50; in cities of l,tKK) to 3,0(X) inhabitants, annually, $25; hi villages 
under 1,000 inhal)itants, annually, $10. In 1899 express companies 
were allowed to conunute these taxes foi* an annual })ayinent to the 
state of $2,500, which in 1900 was raised to $3,750. This applies to 
the Southern Express Company. Steamboats, $1 per registered ton, 
not to exceed amuially $100, no license to be less than $10, arul steam- 
ers assessed as property and so taxed are to he exempt. Dealers in 
firearms, bowie krrives, etc., anmially, $10; dentists, lawyers, pension 
agcmts, etc., annually, $10. 

(N. B. — According to the law of June 1^ 1895; these 
were revised in 1903.) 

All license taxes are collected h}-^ the county tax 
collector; blanks are issued throiio;h and under seal of 
the county jud^e^ who practically aiulits the collec- 
tions. The tax collector is paid by fees (see State 
revenues, collection, above). 

B. FEES. 

Collected by secretary of state. — Chartei-s of corporations, $2 per 
$1 ,{KX) of ca|)ital, minimum $5, maximum $250; certificate, under seal, 
$1. S})(M'ial fet* foi" corporations, $1. 

(\)llect((l by state (leasurer. — For examination of statements recpiired 
to be returned by life insurance companies, and the issmince of cei- 
tificate relating tluMcto, $5. A so-called conrmission tax is collected 
by the state treasurer from rdl officials wiio by law are required to give 
bond. This tax nnist hv paid before any such official can enter upon 
the duties of his t)flic(\ The eunmussion tax is collected from officers 
as follows: Chief justice, $75; ass(H'iate justice, $70; circuit judge, $(X); 
cabinet officer, $50; state attoruey, $;^0; clerk of circuit court, $10; 
sheriff, $10; assessor of taxes, $5; collector of revenue, $5; all other 
officers, $1. 

All persons or corporations engaged in the manufacture or sale of 
fertilizer or conunercial manure* arc^ to pay the state treasurer, through 
the inspector of fertilizers, an inspection tax or fee of 25 ceiits per ton. 

C. INCOME FROM STATE PROPERTY AM) SIMILAR ITEMS. 

Convicts are let out to labor- under contract by the 
coinmissioner of agriculture. 



County Revenues. 



A. TAXES. 



I. The general property tax. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the method of assessment 
and of equalization are the same for county as for state 
purposes. 

2. Rate^~ 

The rate is determmed by the county commission- 
ers, who are usually authorized to do so by the regular 
tax levy law passed at each session. 

The usual limit is 5 mills on the dollar for county purposes, l)ut 3 
mills in addition may be levied for road purposes. 

3. Collection — 

By the county tax collector in essentially^ the same 
manner as of state taxes. The collector is allowed the 
same commissions as on state taxes. 

II. Poll tax. 

a. General. — Every male over 21 and under 55 years 
of age, except persons who have lost a limb in battle, 
is liable to a poll tax of $1. It is collected by the tax 
collector for school purposes. 

h. Road.— 'There is a road poll tax in each county 
on all able-bodied persons over 21 and under 45 years 
of 'age, resident in the county^ over thirty days, except 
ministers of the gospel in charge of congregations. 
This tax is payable in labor, the rate being not over 
three days of eight hours each, but may be commuted 
at the rate of $1 per day. It is collected by the con- 
tractor of the road district. 

Ill and IV. Inlieritance tax and corporation taxes. 

There are no inheritance or special corporation taxes 
used by the counties. 
V. Business taxes and licenses. 

Counties may impose license taxes on the same sub- 
jects as are so taxed by the state, but such license 
taxes ma}^^ not exceed 50 per cent of the amount levied 
by the state. 

MuNK iPAL Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general property tax. 

1. Base — 

The property included is the same as for state taxes. 
Cities may, however, make their own assessment of 
property for taxation, but the valuation must not ex- 
ceed the last valuation thereof for state taxation. 

2. Rate— 

The rate is fixed by the municipal authorities, but 
may not (exceed 1 per cent on the state valuation ex- 
cept for debt charges. 

3. Collection — 

Essentially the same as for state taxes. 
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II, III, and IV. Poll tax, inheritance tax, and corpora- 
tion taxes. 

There are no inheritance or special corporation j 
taxes used by the mimicipahties. I 

V. Business taxes and licenses. 

Municipalities may levy license taxes on the same | 

class of subjects as are taxed in this way by the state, | 

but the rate shall not exceed 50 per cent of the state I 

rates. j 

School Revenues, 

Each county levies for its school fund not less than 
3 nor more than 5 mills on the dollar, and, by vote of 



the people, a special school tax may be levied in 
subdistricts. 

The state school fund consists of the principal de- 
rived from the sale erf lands, the interest on which is 
paid to the support of schools. 

Hunting licenses, of $25 each, are paid into the state 
school fund. 

All fines and forfeitures and all poll taxes are paid 
into the county school fund. There is besides a spe- 
cial constitutional tax of 1 mill levied for the support 
of schools. 



GEORGIA.^ 



The revenue system of Georgia is, like the revenue 
systems of other Southern states, one which combines 
a general property tax with a series of license taxes, 
but, unlike some of the other Southern states, the svs- 
tem of license taxes is not very extensive. The licenses 
yielded in 1902 less than a quarter of a million dollars 
in a total of over three and three-quai'ter millions, or 
one-fifteenth. 

Only the machinery for the levy and collection of 
taxes is permanent. At each session of the general 
assembly it is customary to pass a '^general tax act," 
w^hich indicates the subjects of taxation and tlie rates 
levied upon each. Of these tlie code com|)iler said in 
1901: ^'I have not attempted to set out the general 
tax acts, ^ * * foi-^ while th(\se laws are of a pul)- 
lic and general natiu-e, they are not of a permanent 
character, but their provisions are ever varying witii 
each recurring legislature." 

There are certain pecidiarities in the use of t(^rms in 
Georgia, wdiich nuiy cause confusion if not noted. 
The term ^^ assessment" implies what is (^Isewliere 
known as the levy and the fixing of the rate; the valua- 
tion of property is not spoken of as the ass(\ssment. 
The officer wlio corresponds to the assessor in other 
states is usually called the tax receiver or receivi^r of 
tax returns; only in cities is he called assessor. He 
makes up a "digest" of the lists returned by the tax- 
payers, which is made up in triplicate and is not known 
either as tlie ^^grand list" or the '^duplicate," as in 
other states. The teim ^^ assessor" is applied to a 
member of a special board called to appraise the |)r()p- 
erty when there is a dispute between the taxpayer 
and receiver. A person w-ho fails to make retiu'n or 
list his property is a "defaulter," and he who fails to 
pay his tax is an "insolvent," not a "delinquent.'' 

Georgia regularly passes many special and local acts 
relating to the municipalities, etc., and tlie provisions 



^ This compilation is derived primarily from the following sources: 
The Code of the State of Georgia, adopted D<cember 15, 1895, in 
three vohimes. 

The Session Laws of 19(X). 

Van Epps's Supplement to the Code of tlie Stat(^ of Georgia, 1901 . 



of these law^s often modif}^ materially the operation 
of the general law^s, so far as the localities affected are 
concerned. The provisions of these law^s are so hetero- 
g(^neous that they could not be compiled witliin a rea- 
soiuible space. 

CONSTITUTION A L PROVISIONS . 

ARTK LE lY, 

Sk(\ 1. Par. 1. The right of taxation is a sovereign right, inaHenabl<% 
indestructible, is tlie lifc^ of the stat(>, and rightfully belongs to tlie pco- 
[)1<' in ail republican governments, and ncMther the general assembly 
nor any nor all other d(^partments of the govermru>nt established by 
tliis constitution shall over htivo ihc authoi'ity to irrevocably give, 
grant, limit, or restrain tliis right; and all laws, grants, contracts, and 
all othor acts wdiatsocver l)v said govcM-nment or any department tlien^of 
to cdVct any of these purposes shall be, and are hereby, declannl to be 
mdl and void for every purpose whatsoever, and said right of taxation 
sliall always Ix^ under the complete control of, and revocabh' by, the 
state, notwithstanding any gift, grant, or contract whatsoever by tlie 
gen(M-al asseml)ly. 

ARTICLE Vn. 

Shc. 1. Par. 1. (Enunierat(>s the purposes for whicli alone the gen- 
eral assembly may exercise the powers of taxation.) 

Sec. 2. Par. 1. AH taxation shall be uniform upon tlie same class of 
subjects, and ad valorem on all property subject to be taxed within the 
territorial limits of the autlioiity levying the tax, and sliall be levied 
and collected under general laws. Tlie gen(^ral assembly uniy, however, 
impose a tax upon such donuvstic animals as, from their nature and hab- 
its, are d(^structive of property. 

Par. 2. The general assembly nuiy by law exempt from taxation all 
public property; all places of religious worship or l)urial; all institutions 
of purely public charity; ail buildings erected for and used as a college, 
incorporated academy, or other seminary of learning; tlic real nud jier- 
sonal (\state, of any puf)lic lil)rary, and that of any otlier litcr-aiy asso- 
ciation used by orconn(H'ted with such library; all books and |)liiloso])li- 
ical apparatus; and all paintings and statuary of any company or asso- 
ciation kept in a public hall and not held as merchandise or foi- i)urposes 
of sale or gain: Provided, That the^property so exempted be not used 
for purposes of private or corporate profit or income. 

Par. 3. No poll tax shall be levied excej)t for educational purposes, 
and such tax shall not (^xceed one dollar armually upon each poll. 

Par. 4. All laws exempting property fiom taxation, otlier than the 
])roperty herein enumerated, shall be void. 

Par. 5. The power to tax corporations and corporate property shall 
not be surrend(T(>d or suspended by any contract or grant to which the 
state shall b(* a party. 
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Sec. 7. The general assembly shall not have power to delegate to any 
county the light to 1«n} a tax for any purpose, except for educational 
puiT>oses in instructing children in the elementary branches of an 
English education only; to build and repair the public buildings and 
bridges: to maintain and support prisoners; to pay juries and coro- 
ners, and for litigation, quarantine, roads, and expens(>s of courts; to 
support panp(M-s, and pay debts heretofore existing. 

ARTKLE Vm. 

Sec. 4. Par. 1. (The general assc^nbly may authorize county school 
tax.) . I 

OFFICERS. 

The officers most directly concerned witli taxation i 
are: 

(1) The '' tax receivers ■' or '' receivers of returns of taxal)le property, " 
elected biennially, one in each county. (This ofhcei- corresponds to the 
assessor of other states.) 

(2) The tax assessors in cities, ihme in number. 

(3) The tax collectors, elected biennially, one in each county. 

(4) The ordinar}^ of each county, who acts as auditor. 

(5) The comptroller-general, el(^cted for two years. 

State Revenues. 

A. taxes. 

I. The general property tax. 
1. Base— 

a. The property ineJuded and. exempt. — All real and 
personal property, wlietlier owned by individuals or 
corporations^ resident or nonresident, is liable to 
taxation. 

Ileal property and personal property are not spe- 
cially defined for purposes of taxation, and tlie "general 
definitions prevail. Interest in land less than fee is 
regarded as real estate. 

Tliere are no special provisions defining tlie classes 
of property sul)ject to taxation. 

Mortgages are taxed as personal ])roperty without 
s])ecial provision. 

For exemption, see Constitution, Article VIT, section 1, paragraph 2, 
quoted above. 

}). AsseHsaient. -The code of Georgia uses the term 
'' assessment " to signify tlie determination by the 
governor, to whom this power is expressly delegated, 
of tlie tax rate and the levy of such rate u|)on tlie 
valuation as })reviously deteriuined. In this usage, 
^^ assessment" is very ntnirly identical with ''levy." 
This subdivision, however, deals witli valuation, and 
the levy or assessment in the scMise in which that term 
is used in Georgia is to be found below, under vState 
rev(Mui(*s, A, I^ 2. 

In geueral, the taxpayer is recjuired to ftirnisli a 
sworn stn4ement of his property and its vahuition to 
the tax r(>('(>iver. The tax receiver, how ever, may fix 
a different valuation, whicli must l)e at '' the fair mar- 
ket value." The assessment refers to tlie first day of 
April, and the lists nitist be returned by tlie first day of 
July. Persons who fail to return lists are called de- 



faulters and are penahzed by double taxation, while 
defaulting corporations are subject to heavy fines. 

The tax receiver makes u}) from the lists furnished 
by the taxpayers a digest made in triplicate, one copy 
going to the comptroller-general, one to the ordinary 
of the county, and one to the tax collector. 

Back taxes not assessed nor collected in previous 
years may be assessed and collected in any year. 

Tax receivers are compensated l)y fees at the rate of one-half those 
paid to the tax collector. 

Railroad property, including that of street railroads, dummy and 
electric roads, is assessed by the comptroller-general. Railroads 
operating in more than one state are assessed on that proportion of 
their rolling stock which the mileage in Georgia bears to the total 
mileage. That is, tlie unit nile is applied to rolling stock only. The 
fixed property in each county is assessed where located, and the rolling 
stock is assessed as a whole and apportioned among the counties in 
proportion to the value of the fixed property in each. Until 1902 
no special consideration was given to the franchise, but in that year, 
to take effect in 1903, a law was passed similar in character to the 
New York special franchise tax law. 

Express, telephone, and telegraph companies are also assessed 
upon their property, including the franchise, by the comptroller-general; 
but if the taxes assessed in this manner do not amount to 2t^- per cent 
of the gross earnings in Georgia, their gross earnings are assessed. 

Sleeping car companies, etc., are assessed upon their cars, the num- 
ber assessable in Georgia being determined by the unit ride on basis 
of mileage. 

Other railroad equipment companies are taxed as are sleeping-car 
companies. 

Banks are not assessed upon their capital, but the shares of stock 
are assessed to the owners in the county wiiere the bank is located. 
The bank returns the shares and pays the taxes. 

e. Equalization. — There is no equalization properly 
so called. 

d. Arhitraiion. — Whenever there is a disagreement 
between the tax receiver and the taxpayer as to the 
valuation of property, each apjioints an arbitrator; 
these choose a third to act as umpire; and the three 
determine the value of the property. The grand jury 
in each county inspects and corrects the returns. 

The same procedure applies in the case of corpora- 
tions making returns to the comptroller-general. 

2. Rate- 
It is the general custom for the legislature at each 

regular session to pass a general tax act for the two 
succeeding years, autliorizing the governor, with the 
assistance of the comptroller-general, to assess and 
levy a tax on the taxable property at rates specified 
in the act. The levy is completed when the comp- 
troller-general sends notices to the tax collectors. 
The constitution specifies the purposes for which 
alone taxes may be levied, but it is not uncommon 
for the statutes to exceed these ])urposes and levy 
for others. 

The rates fixed in 1901-1902 were: General tax, Sj^^ mills; school 
tax, 2,',y mills; and a rate sufTicient to raise $1(X),000 each year for 
debt charges. 

3. Collection — 

Taxes in general are collected by the county tax 
collectors, those on certain corporations only being 



TAXATION AND REVENUE SYSTEMS— GEORGIA. 



683 



collected by the comptroller-general. They must be 
paid between the 1st day of October and the 20th day 
of December in each year. Delinquent taxpayers 
are called insolvents, and the taxes of such persons 
may be collected by execution. In certain cases the 
tax collector is made ex officio sheriff for the purpose 
of enforcing collection. Insolyent taxes bear interest 
at 7 per cent. 

Collectors are paid by fees, as follows: 

. On the first $1,0(X), G per cent: on the second $l,OfX), 4 per cent: 
on the third $1,000, 3 per cent; on the fourth $1,000, 2f per cent: 
on tlie fifth and sixth $1,000, 2h per cent; on tlie seventli and eighth 
$1,000, 2i per cent; on the ninth to tweh'th $1,0(X), 2 per cent; on the 
thirteenth to eighteenth $1,000, 1| per cent; on tlie nineteenth to 
thirty-sixth $1,000, 1| per cent; on ah over $3(3,000, 1^ per cent. 

II. Poll tax. 

Every male person between the ages of 21 and 60 
years shall pa}^ an annual poll tax of $1, collected as ; 
other taxes by the tax collector. Exempt are all per- 
sons who have lost a limb or limbs, or the use of the 
same, while actually engaged in military service of the 
Confederacy. 

III. Inheritance tax. 

There is no inheritance tax. 

IV. Corporation taxes. 

Corporations are generally taxed in the same manner 
as individuals on the general property. (See under 
General property tax, above.) 

Insurance companies of every sort, (\xcej)t Ufe and assessment com- 
panies, pay 1 per cent aimually on the net premiums. 

Express, telephone, and telegraph companies are assessed upon their 
property, but if tlie taxes so assessed do not amovmt to 2h per ccMit of 
the gross earnings they are to pay that amount on gross earnings. 

V. Business taxes and licenses. 

Special tax for hquor dealers, including dispensaries operated by 
county or municipal authorities, steamboats, dining cars, etc., $200 for 
each place of business in each county, which tax is collected by the 
county tax collector and sent to the comptroller-general. Steanilxiats 
and dining cars, however, pay l)ut one lic(*nse tax. 

Practitioners of law, medicine, and dentistry, architects, ptcvsidtMits 
of express, telegraph, railroad, street railroad, steamboat, tel(>])houe, 
electric light, sleeping and parlor car companies, banks, })uildiug and 
loan associations, and gas companies, or superintendents or agents of 
such companies, per annum, $10. 

Artists, photographic, etc., state, per annum, $10; loan ageuts in each 
county, per annum, $10; auctiorieers, in each county, per annum, $25; 
l>illiard tables, etc., per annum, $25; game tables, flying liorsc^s, etc. , per | 
aimuin, $25; bowhng alleys, sliooting galleries, etc., per annum, $25: i 
ptMldlei's of nostrums, jewelry, «oap, etc., in each county, i)er arnnun, | 
$50; insurance agents and brokers, in eacli county, per ann\iin, $10; i 
matrimonial agents, in each county, per annum, $1(K); ti'aveling msur- : 
ance agents, state, per annum, $50; emigrant agent, in eacli county, per ^ 
annum, $500; peddlers in boats, in each county, per anmim, $50: light- i 
ning rod agents, in each county, per annum, $50. | 

All shows and exhibitions -in cities or towns of 5,000 inhabitants, per | 
f'xhibition, $50; in cities or towns of 4,000 to 5,0(X), per exhibition, | 
S40; in cities or towns of less than 4,000, per exhibition, $80. Cir- j 
ruses— cities of 20,000 or niore, each day, $.500; in cities of 5,000 to 
iO,000, each day, $200; in cities of 4,000 to 5,000, each day, $150; in 
nties of less than 4,000, each day, $100. Dog or horse sliows, when 
admission fee is 25 cents, per day, $30; wlien admission fee is less than 
25 cents, per day, $10. 



Liquor licenses (see fust item of this list); dealers in pistols and arms, 
per annum, $25; dealers in futures, for each place of 1>usiness, per 
annum, $1,000: peddlers of stoves, in each county, ])er annum, $200; 
peddlers of patent churns and patent fences, in each courUy, per amuim, 
$25 ; agents of packing houses, in each county, per annum , $2(X) ; dealers 
in billiard tables, in each county, per annum, $100: peddlers of clocks 
and smoothing irons, in each county, per annum, $100; itinerant special- 
ists, in each county, per annum. $10: brewing companies, })er annum, 
$300; sellers of beer not holding liquor license, in each county, per 
amium, $2(K): pawnbrokers, each place of business, pei- annum, $50; 
mercantile, collecting, and commercial agenci(\s, in each county, per 
amium, $50; dealers and peddlers in agricultural implements or pat- 
ented articles, not having a fixed place of business, in each county, per 
annum, $25; detective agencies, each, per annum, $50: cigarette dealers, 
per annum, $10. Playgrounds, ball parks, etc. — in cities of over 10,000, 
per annum, $.50; in places of less than 10,CXX), per annum, $25; laihoad 
ticket l)rokers, scalpers, per amuim, $50. Abstract com])anies — in 
towns of 20,{XX), per annum, $25; in towns of 10,000 to 20,000, per 
ammni, $10: in towns of less than 10,(X)0, per annum, $5. Gypsies, 
eacli com])any, in each county, })er annum, $25; bicycle dealers, each 
place of business, per annum, $10. 

B. FEES. 

Bv secretaries to the governor, for land grants, according to area, $1 
to $4. 

By the secretary of the statc^: For ordinary papers and seal, $1 to $2; 
for chait er to railroad company, $100 ; for charter to insurance company, 
$1(K); for chart(»r to banking comj)any, $50: for charter to express com- 
pany, $1(X): for cliarter to canal company, $100: for charter to telegrapli 
conii)any, $100: for charter to navigation company, $HK1: for renewals, 
the same rates; for amending charters, $25: for street railroad charters, 
$50; for renewal, $25. 

By tlie treasurer for documents, small fees. 

l\v the surveyor-general, 50 cents to $10. 

By th(* inspector of fertilizers, 10 rents per ton. 

By the inspector of oils; Lots of 4(M) gallons and upward, h cent per 
gallon ; lots of 200 to 4t)0 gallons, 1 cent per gallon ; lots of less than 200 
gallons, 1 2 cents per gallon. 

1). INCOME 1 H()\r VVIMAV lUIOPEIiTY. 

Georgia owns the W(\steni and Atlantic Railroad, which was rented 
in 1902 for $120,012. It owns i)ank stock and stock of the Main Tiiink 
Kailroad, paying dividends in 1002 of $2,50t) and $3,745. Corwicts are 
l(^t out for hire: proceiHls. in 1902, $202,329.25. State funds are depos- 
ited in l)anks at interest, $15,709.91. 

County Kevenues, 
A. taxes. 

I. Tlie general property tax. 

1. Base - 

The })roperty inchided and the method of assess- 
ment and of (Mjualization are tlte same for cotnify as for 
state taxation. 

2. Rate- 

The rate for eounly piu-pos(\s for si)(M'i(i(Hl <)l)jects is 
levied by tlie ordinary, who niav^ levy an additional 
tax, if two-thirds of the gi'aiid jitry reeonimend it, not 
to exceed 50 per cent of the ttaiount of the state tax. 

3 . Collection — 

County taxes are collect(Hl in the same general man- 
ner as state taxes. 
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II. Poll tax. 

The constitution forbids the collection of poll taxes 
other than for educational purposes and to a greater 
amount than one dollar annually. But the state 
courts have decided that this constitutional provision 
does not prevent the enforcement of laws requiring all 
able-bodied males to work on the roads of the counties 
and streets of the cities not to exceed fifteen days per 
year. The ^'road work'^ in the counties averages 
about three dollars per capita per annum. 

Ill and IV. Inheritance tax and corporation taxes. 
These taxes are not used by the county. 

V. Business taxes and lice rises. 

County licenses are: To sell licjuors, $25 per aiuHUii; to peddle, $5() 
per animrn; to exliibit shows with liotses, $10 per anmiiii; to exhibit 
animals, beasts, and the like, $10 per anruini; to exliibit anj pictures or 
fifi^ures, $5 per aiimiin; to exhibit any otluM- sliow, $.1 to $25 per annum; 
theatrical or jnusical exiiibitions, not over %n y)er annum. 

Municipal Revenues. 

NoTK. — Provisions cone(^rning taxation in the cities, etc., are made 
in the nunuTous *' local acts," each ap})licabl(^ to a single community. 
The |)rovisions here al)stracted are those oidy whicli are found in gen- 
eral laws. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general property tax. 
1. Base — 

a. The property included and. exempt. — The propei'ty 
included is the same for nrunicipal as for state and 
covnity taxation. 

b. Assessment,— 'T\\e assessment is made hy ap- 
pointed assessors and not by the tax receivers. It is 
specially provided that cities may tax railroad |)rop- 
erty as other propcrrty and not as th(^ state and 
counties do. 

r. lu/uaUzation. — Persons aggrieved may a{)pear 
before tlie assessors and produce testimony as to the 
value of pi'operty. The decision of the assessors is 
final . 



2. Rate— 

No municipal corporation shall levy or collect for 
the ordinary current expenses, except as hereinafter 
provided, any ad valorem tax upon the property within 
said corporation, exceeding one-half of 1 per cent upon 
the value of said property. The ^^hereinafter pro- 
vided" refers to special assessments for street improve- 
ments and the like. 

3. Collection — 

City taxes are collected generally by the treasurer. 
There may be a city tax collector, who is ordinarily not 
the same as the county tax collector. 
IL Poll tax. . 

Cities may assess a poll tax for street work only, and 
then only after an opportunity to work on the streets 
has been given. When levied in labor, this tax is gen- 
erally commutable. (See also Poll tax, imder County 
revenues.) 
Ill and IV. Inheritance tax and corporation taxes. 

Not used by the cities, except that cities may collect 
a tax on insurance companies at a certain percentage 
on gross premium receipts. 
V. Business taxes and licenses. 

Mimicipal autliorities may license pawnbroi s, »v Hers o<' domestic 
wine, not producers; and sellers of licpiors. 

Sc nOO E R E V E N I ES . 

The state school fund, compos u of the poll tax and 
specific taxes levied for that purpose, including certain 
of the licenses, is apportioned by the state scliool com- 
missioner, the comptroller-general, and the treasurer, 
in proportion to school population. 

The comities and certain citi( s cons itute the school 
districts. 

Some of the counties have local scf laws by which 
funds are raised. Counties generally and municipal 
corporations may by a vote of two-thirds of the legal 
voters lev}^ a tax for school purposes. The county 
school tax is not to exceed one-fourth of 1 per cent 
ad valorem. 



HAWAII. 



Hawaii (h'aws lier revenues from ad valorem tind 
S|)ecific taxes on pro|)erty and from other soiu'ces. 
There is also a, poll tax, devoted largely to school and 
road purposes; a collateral inheritance tax; and special 
corporation taxes on insurance companies. There is 
a system of license taxes, but (^specially notable is the 
system of stamp duties on deinls, contracts, and in- 
slrirments of various kinds. There is an income tax 
on |)(M'sons and corporations. 

^ This compilation is derived mainly from the following sources: 
Civil Laws of the Hawaiian Islands, 181)7. Honolulu, 1897. 
Law^s of the Republic of Hawaii, 1898. 
Laws of th<* Territory of Hawaii, 1901. 

Revised L^iws of Hawaii, 1905, official edition. Honolulu Gazette 
Company, Honolulu, H. I., 1905. 



For taxation purj)()ses the * ''vnds comprising the 
territory of Hawaii are divin nto foiu* divisions. 
These divisions are subdivide ito districts, five to 
nine in number, for taxation, j ....xcial, and educational 
purposes. Taxation seetns to be administered by 
districts and divisions, and no provision is made in the 
statutes for counties and mtmicipalities. 

In 1905 tlie legislattu'e d ided tlie territory into five 
counties and provided th 50 per cent of the total 
amount of poll tax(^s and c iiool taxes on property and 
incomes colL cted in eacl junty should be paid by the 
treasurer of i he territor .^, the treasurer of the county, 
there being no provision "for the collection of taxes by 
the counties themselvs. 
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CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS . 

The organic act providing a government for tlie territoiv of Hawaii 
(1900) niakes no specific provision in regard to taxation, l)ut confers 
legislative power as to all rightful subjects of legislation not inconsistent 
witli the Constitution and laws of the United States. 

OFFICERS. 

The officers most directly concerned witli taxation 
are: 

(1) The assessor and collector of taxes for each taxation division of 
Ihe territory (four), called ''assessor," appoiuted by tlH> treasui'er witli 
the approval of the governor. The assessoi' may appoint as many 
deputies as are recjuired for assessing and collecting the taxes. 

(2) A board of equalization, comj)osed of the s(>veral assessors with 
th(^ treasurer as chairman. 

(3) An appeal court or tax court , com})osed of three persons appointed 
!>y the governor for each judicial circuit, to hold office Un- one year. 

Territorial Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general property tax. 
1. Base — 
a. The propertr included and exempt. — All real and 
personal prof within the territory is subject to 

taxation^ except as specially exempted. 

(1) "Real property" includes all lands and lots, with the buildings, 
structures, fences, wharves, and improvements affixed to tlie same. 

(2) "Personal property > includes all goods and chattels, nuichinery, 
Hawaiian ships or vessels, leasehold and chattel interests in land, 
franchises, patents, '^rowing crops, and all animals not specifically taxed. 

(3) Exemptions, in addition to public property, are: Property of incor- 
porated or private schools; of the Queen's Hospital, of the Kapiolani 
Maternity Home, of religious societies with their church sites and bury- 
ing grounds, of public.charities; and all property up to $300 of each tax- 
payer, except that oi corporations, companies, or estatc^s of deceased 
{)ersons or nonresiden forest land, fenc(id to protect springs or st reams 
of water, of which . -her use is made, and property of all lepers on 
tlie island of Molokai. (1903. Property in certain industries and Kona- 
Kau Railway.) 

Certain railroad property is exempt by legislative contract, as are 
Government bonds, and kr a period of ten years, from various dates, 
pineapple canneries and n uiufacturers of jams, jellies, etc., coflec^ rauiie, 
and all fiber crops. 

(Amended in 1905.) 

h. Assessment. — The assessment is made by tlie 
district assessors as of, the 1st day of January. Tax- 
payers are required ' i out, under oath, assessment 
scheduh\s with desci Ui of the hmd and value of 
improvements and of •sonal property and the value 
thereof. Growing rice is assessed as of the 1st day 
of May. 

The penalty for failure to. make return is denial of 
the right of appeal from U assessors' valuation. A 
udse return is a misdemch )V and subject to a fine 
of $500. ,' 

Each item of real and })( /)nal property is to be 
assessed separately at its ful -sh value. , But wliere 
i<'al and personal property, or,s^n^eral kinds, classes, 



or parcels of real or personal property are combined 
and made the basis of an enterprise for proiit , the com- 
bined property is to be assessed as a whole upon its 
fair and reasonable aggregate value. Net profit, 
gross receipts and running expenses, and market value 
of stock are to be considered. The value of shares held 
in otlier Hawaiian corporations and all property on 
which s])ecific taxes are levied are to l)e excluded. All 
these data are to be set forth in the statement or re- 
tin-n of the taxpayer. 

Mortgages. — The mortgagor is liable to taxation only on the dilVer- 
(Mice between the value of the i)r'opei1y mortgaged and the amount 
owing, provided he reports the name of the mortgagee and th(* amount 
of the mortgage, lie may also |)ay the tax on the money owing, which 
is a credit on the debt. 

Cor])()rations. — Corporations are assessed on their property, l)ut ihe 
individual stockholders nve nt>t assessed on their shares. 

I, h. Specific property taxes. 

Cart and dray tax. —All carts, drays, wagons, and other vehicles 
used for freight or merchandise are subject to an annual tax of S2 each. 

Carriage t.nx. AH carriages, wagons, omnil)Uses, hearses, and auto- 
mobiles used for persons are sul>ject to an annual tax of $5 each. 
(Hicycle tax, $1 each, 1903, c. 54.) 

These taxes are to l>e expended on the roads in the district where 
collected. 

These rates were changed in 190."). 

All dogs are subject to an annual tax of $1, to be paid l)y tlie ow^ner. 

The above specific pr()|)erty taxes are treated locally 
as licenses. 

c. Equalization. — The board of equalization equal- 
izes the assessment of pi'operty throughout the terri- 
tory. 

There is a s])ecial coiu't for tax a|)peals, to which any 
person may appeal wlio feels himself aggrieved by 
any change made V)y the assessoi' in vahuitions re- 
turned or in claims of exemption. 

2. Rate-^ 

The rate of territorial taxation prescribed by statute 
is 1 ])er cent. 

3. Collection — 

Each assessor collects tdl the taxes in his division 
according to the tax lists. All |)ersonal taxes and 
dog taxes are due and })ayable on and after Januai'y 
1 in the year in which they are assessed; and all other 
taxes, on and after Septend)er 1 in each year. If any 
personal taxes or dog tax(\s remain unpaid after Mareli 
31, 10 per cent is added for delinquency. Property 
taxes tire (hvlinquent after Noveml)er 15, and 10 per 
cent is then added. Every tax due u|)on projxvrty is 
a lien on tlie propcM'ty assessed and attticln's as of 8e])~ 
tember 1 and continues two years. Th(\se datt^s were 
changed in IDOo. 

Dcdinquent lists are ])ul)lished after December 1 of 
eacli }'ear. Payment nuiy be (Miforced b}^ distress of 
goods and chattels or l)y suit in wliich execution may 
be levied on real or personal property. Garnishment 
may l)e emi)loyed for persoiud taxes. 



686 



WEALTH, DEBT, AND TAXATTON. 



II. FoUiax. \ 
An animal lax of $1 is levied on every inalo inhab- \ 

itant between 21 and 60 years of age, except as spe- ; 
cially exennpt. In addition thereto XheiT is a school | 
tax of $2 |)er poll and a road tax of $2 |)er poll. 

'I'lic^se taxes may be worked out on t!ie roads of tlie I 
district where the taxpayer resides, at tlie rate of 50 i 
c(Mits per day. 

Tiie exemptions from ])oh taxes ar(^: Clergymen of 
Christian denominations, members of llilo fire depart- 
ment, all oflicers and soldiers of tli(^ National Guard; 
also, at tlie discretion of assessors, indigent and infirm 
persons, and all lepei's in the island of Molokai. 

III. Inheriicmce fax. 
Estates of over $500 passing by will, descent, or 

transfer made in conteni])iation of death, where the 
property is that of a resident, or is situated in the j 
territorv, is subject to a tax of §5 on every $100 of ! 
clear market value. But ])rop(M'ty passing to the i 
decedent's father, mother, husband, wife, child, | 
adopted cliild, grandchild, or to scliools exempted from \ 
taxation, is not subject to the tax, and estates valued 
at less than $500 are exem})t. 

The tax is to be paid to the treasm-er for the use of 
the territory. 

IV. Corporatioti taxes. 

Foreign fire and marine insurance' cofiipanies arc required to pay 
$1 on every $100 received for gross premiums during the year from 
business transacted in the territt)iy. 

(1903. All insurance companies pay 2 per cent on net })rorit8 or 
income.) 

V. Business taxes and licenses. 

Licenses are issued by the treasurer of the territory 
for one year. 

Alcohol, sale of, |50: awa, license sold at aucticm in each taxation 
district, upset price, $l(K) to $t,()(K); auctioneer, Honolulu, StjOO; other 
districts, $15; banking license, $750; billiards and bowling alleys, per 
table or alley, $25; boatmen for hire, $1 ; butclier, beef, slaugliter and 
sale, in Honolulu, $100; other districts, $20; sale of beef, $10: butcher, 
pork, slaughter and sale, Honolulu, $40; other districts, $20; sale, 
$10. Firearms, to hunt in Oahu, $5; steam laundries, Honolulu, $,50; 
livery stal)les, Honolulu, $50; others, $25; lodging Iiouses, $2; hotels, 
boarding houses, and restaurants, $50; milk, $2.50; notaries public, 
in Honolulu, $10, other districts, $5; pawnbroker, $1.50; peddlers of 
cakes, 125; })oison(ms drugs, $50; public shows, per performance, $5; 
salmon, sale of, $10; stock, shaie business, $100; tobacco, cigars, etc., 
sale of, $10; vehick^s and drivcM's -freight or baggage, $2. .50; drivers, $1 ; 
passengers, per seat, individuid, $1; street cars, $10; liquors — distiller, 
$2,50; brewer, $250; w!iok>sal(^ d<>ak'r, $500; retail dealer, $1,000; 
retailer of wines, beers, and ales, $200. 

These rates were clumged in 1905. 

VI. Income tax. 

Every person is required to |)ay 2 per cent upon | 
gains, profits, and income over $1,000 derived from \ 
pro[)erty owned, and business, trade, and professions I 
carried on, in the territory. Tlie al)atementof $1,000 I 
is allowed from the income of the family as a whole. 

Corporations are required to pay a tax of 2 per cent I 



on the net profit or income a})Ove actual o])erating 
(expenses from all property owned, and every business, 
trade, employment, or vocation carried on, in tlie ter- 
ritory. Exemptions are c()r|)orations for charitable, 
religious, educational, or scientific pur{)oses, insia-ance 
companies taxed on })remiums, and fraternal l)enefit 
societies. 

All |)ersons having an income over $600 and all 
corporations are required to render a list of tlie 
amount of tlieir income, which includes all interest, 
except on l)onds of the territory and its municipali- 
ties, |)rohts from sales, dividends, and the value of all 
personal pi'operty acquired l)y gift or inheritance, and 
all other income. Necessai'y ex])enses in carrying on 
tli(^ business, or in managing pro{)erty, all interest on 
existing debts, all taxes and license fees, and all 
losses actually suffered not (^overed by insurance are 
to be deducted; but permanent improvements and 
personal and family expenses ai-e not. 

The income tax is due and payal)le by the 15th of 
Novend)er of each year, after which 10 per cent is 
added and interest at 9 per cent. 

Appeals from assessment lie to the tax appeal 
court. 

The collection is the same as for other taxes. 
VII. Stamj) duties on certain deeds, documents, and 
instruments. 

Agreement, $1 ; annuity, for each $500 of consideration, $1 ; articles of 
copartnership, $5; articles of adopticm, $1; assignment of property^ 
real or personal, $1; bill of sale of ships (if absolute, same as convey- 
ance; if for security, same as mortgage); t)ond * * * same as 
mortgage, if security; other bonds, * * * $1; charter party, $10; 
charters or articles of association, public or private, $25; contracts, 
masters and servants (for each year, to be paid by master)^ $1. Convey- 
ance, real or personal— consideration up to $500, $1 ; $5(X) to $1 ,(XX), $2; 
$1,0(X) to $10,0(X), per $1,000, $3; $10,000 to $.50,000, per $1,000, $4; 
over $,50,000, per $1,(XX), $5. Duplicat(\s, $1 ; exchange (if no bonus), $1 ; 
lease, where premium paid, ad valorem duty as on conveyance; 
where rent $.5(X), $1 ; where over $5(X), per $5(X), $1 ; letters of license, 
creditor or debtor, $10; letters, testamentary or guardianship, $1. 
Licenses— Fee $20, .50 cents : $20 to $50, $1 ; $50 to $100, $2 ; over $100, 
per $.50, $1. Mortgages- $1, (XX), $1 ; $1,(XX) to $10,000, per $1,000, $2; 
over $10,(XX), per $1,000, $3. Partition deeds^-Bonus over $1,000, 
ad valorem duty as on sale ; patents for land, $1 ; policy, marine insur- 
ance, per $1,(XX), according to voyage, 25 cents to $1; power of attorney, 
$1; process in courts of n^cord, $2; release of mortgage, $1; marriage 
settlement, $5; renunciation or disclaimer of any right to property, $2. 

B. FEES. 

Foreign corporations Annual license (amended 1903, $50 at least), 
$.50, Insurance, nX)3 — Filing articles, $25; annual statements, $10; 
certificate of authority, $10; agents' licens(^, $2. 

D. IJSTCOME FKOM PUBLIC PROPERTY. 

Franchises for electric light or electric power are to 
be sold at public auction to tlie highest bidder^ the 
n|)set price being 2\ per cent of the gross receipts after 
the first two years. 
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Idalio depends for revenues almost entirely upon 
the general property tax. There are no taxes on 
inheritance or special taxes on cor|)orations. 

CO N ST rr ITT I( ) X A L P R( ) V I S lO N S . 

ARTICLE m. 

Sec. 19. The legislatiiro shall not pass local or special laws in any of 
the following enmnei'ated cases, thatjs to say: * * * p^or the 
assessment and colk^'tion of taxes. * * * lvxeinptin<i: property 
from taxation. * * * Remittinf2j lines. penalti(-s, and foi'feitiires. 

ARTICLE VII. 

Sec. 2. Tlie legislature shall pi'ovide sueli revenue as may be needful, 
l)y levying a tax by valuation, so that every pei'son or corporation shall 
pay a tax in proportion to the valu(* of his, h(>r, or its property, except as 
in this article hereinafter otlierwise pi'ovided. The legislature may also 
impose a license tax (both upon natural persons and upon corporations, 
other than municipal, doing business in this state): also a per capita 
tax: Provided, Tlnit the legislature may exempt a limited amount of 
improvements upon land from taxation. 

vSec. 3. The word '^property" as herein used shall be defined and 
classiiied by law. 

Sec. 4. The property of the United States, the state, counties, towns, 
cities, and otlier municipal corporations and public libraries shall }>e 
exempt from taxation. 

vSec. 5. All taxes shall be uniform upon the same class of subjects 
within the territorial limits of the authority levying the tax, and shall be 
levied and collected under general laws, which shall prescribe such 
regulations as shall secure a just valuation for taxation of all property, 
real and personal: Provided, That the legislatiu^e may allow such exemp- 
tions from taxation from time to time as shall seem necessary and just, 
and all existing exemptions provided by the laws of the territory sliall 
continue until changed by the legislature of the state: Provided further, 
That duplicate taxation of property for the same purpose during the 
same year is hereby prohibited. 

Sec. 6. The legislature shall not impose taxes for the purpose of any 
county, city, town, or other municipal corporation, but may by law 
invest in the corporate autliorities thereof, respectively, tlie power to 
assess and collect taxes for all purposes of such corporation. 

Sec. 7. All taxes levied for state purposes shall be paid into tlu^ state 
treasury, and no county, city, tow^i, or other municipal corporation, the 
inhabitants thereof, nor the property therein, shall be rt^leased or dis- 
charged from their or its proportionate share of taxes to be levied for 
state purposes. 

Sec. 8. The power to tax corporations or corporate property, both 
real and personal, shall never be relinquished or suspended, and all cor- 
porations in this state, or doing business therein, shall b(> subject to 
taxation for state, county, school, mimicipal, and other purposes, on 
real and personal property owned or used by them, and not by this 
constitution exempted from taxation within the territorial limits of the 
authority levying the tax. 

Se(\ 9. Tlie rate of taxation of real and personal property for state 
purposes shall never exceed ten (10) mills on each dollar of assessed 
valuation, and if the taxable property in the state shall amount to fifty 
million (.50,(X)0,(KX)) dollars, the rate shall not excxMMi hve (.5) mills on 
each dollar of valuation; and whenever the taxable property in the 
state shall amount to one hundred million (l(X),fKX),000) dollars, the 
rate shall not exceed thiee (3) mills on each dollar of valuation; and 
wlKMiever the taxable property of thi^ state shall amount to three hun- 
dred million (3()0,()00,(KK)) dollars, the rate shall never, thereafter, 

^ This compilation is deri\ed mainly from the Code of Idaho, 19()1 ; 
^-flicial compilation: Published by the Capital News Printing Co., 
Hoise, Idaho. 



(^xceed one and one-half (IV) mills on each dollar of valuation, unless a 
proposition to increase such rate, specifying thc^ rate proposed and tlie 
time during which th(^same shall be levied, shall have been submittcnl to 
the pcH>ple at a general election, ami shall hav(> received a majority of all 
the votes cast for and against it at such (Section. 

Sec. 11. (Provides that each year's expenditunvs, except for insur- 
rection or war, must be kept within the above rate.) 

Sec. 12. There shall be a state board of equalization, consisting of the 
governor, secretary of state, attorn(\v-geruMal, state auditor, and state 
treasurer, whose duties shall be prescrilxni by law. The board of county 
commissioners for the several counties of the state, shall constitute 
hoards of equalization for their respective counties, whose diUic^s it shall 
be to equalize the valuation of the taxable })ro})erty in the ((nnity, 
under such rules and regulations as shall be prescribed by law. 

Sec. 15. The legislature shall provide hy law such a syst<'ni of county 
linance as sliall cause the business of the several counties to be ct>n(luctcd 
on a cash basis. It shall also provide that whenever any county shall 
ha\e any warrants outstanding and unpaid, for tlie payment of whicli 
there are no funds in tlie county treasury, the county commissioners, in 
addition to other taxes provided by law, shall levy a special tax, not to 
exceed t^en (10) mills on the dollar of taxable property, as shown by the 
last preceding assessment, for tlie creation of a special fund for the 
redemption of said warrants; and after the levy of such special tax all 
warrants issued before m ch levy shall be paid exclusively out of said 
fund. All moneys in t'. e county tnnisurv at the end of (^ach fiscal year 
not needed foi' current ex-]:enses shall be transferred to said redemption 
fund. 

ART, CLE XVllL 

Sec. 7 (the iiftli amendment). (CovUiiy otrice:s are to \)c paid by 
salaries and are to turn all fees into the county treasury.) 

OFllC ERS. 

The officers most directly concerned witli taxation 
I are : 

I (1) The county assessors, who are ex officio tax collec^tors, elected 
I biennially in eacli county. 

I (2) The county commissioners, who form the county l)oard of 
I equalization. 

(3) The state board of (Mjualization, composed of the governor, 
j secretary of statcN attorney-genei-al, state auditor, and state treasurer. 

State Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general property tax. 
1. Base 
a. The property included and exempt. — All property 
in the state, not exein])t bylaw, including interests in 
state lands, is subject to this tax. 

(1) "Real estate" includes the possession of, claim to, owiieiship 
of, or right to the poss(^ssion of land (but possessory claims arc (\xempt), 
mines, minerals, and quarries. 

^' Im[)ro\'(Mi)ents" includes Iniildings, structures, and the like, fruit, 
nut bearing, or ornamental trees or viiu\s. 

(2) "Personal property" includes everything subject to ownership, 
not included above. Shares of stock in Idaho coi-porations are not 
ordinarily taxed, but property of the cojporation is taxed. 

(3) The exemptions are, in addition to public jiroperty, all prof>erty 
used for scliool purposes: chuiclies, chapels, and other buildings 
belonging to any church organization: hospitals; public cemeteries; 
buildings owmed and u.sed by the Masons or Odd Fellows, or other 
benevolent or charitabk^ societies: jiroperty of widows and orphans to 
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$1,000, wlien total assessment does not exceed .|5,000; growing crops; 
public and private librari(\s; tools, liousehold goods, fanning implements 
and machinery to $1()(); possessory right to public lands: mortgages; 
mining claims not patented; irrigating canals and ditches, when used 
by owner on his land. 

Debts may be deducted from credits only. 

If. Assessment. — Property in general is assessed by 
the county assessors at its full cash value, land and 
improvements being considered separately. The as- 
sessment refers to the second Monday in January, and 
the rolls are to be completed by the 1st day of July. 
The assessment is made on the basis of a list of prop- 
erty to be furnislied and sworn to l)y the taxpayer. 
Values given by taxpayers, however, are not binding 
on the assessor. liefusal to make a statement 
deprives the taxpa3^er of all rights before the board 
of equalization. 

In assessing solvent credits, debts due bona tide residents of the state 
nia}^ be deducted. 

Water ditches and toll roads are assessed as real estate at a rate per 
mile. 

Telegraph and telephone tines, "railroad track" and "rolling stock," 
and the franchises of all such companies are assessed by the state 
board of efjualization. This assessment covers all [)roperty necessary 
to the operation of the road, etc. Other property i^ assessed by the 
local assessors, and the assessment so made is appt)rtioned among 
the counties on the basis of mileage. 

Stock in corporations, which are assessed on tlieir property, is not 
taxable to holder. 

Shares of stock in national banks are assessed to the owners where 
the bank is located. Taxes thereon may be paid by the bank. 

c. Equalization. — The board of county commissioners 
equalizes the assessment between individuals. It also 
hears and adjudicates complaints. 

The state board of equalization equalizes the valua- 
tion of property betw^een the counties. It may in- 
crease or decrease the valuation by classes of property 
in any county. But it may not increase or decrease 
by more than 15 per cent the total valuations of the 
state as returned by the assessor. 
2. Rate- 

There is no state rate, strictly speaking, for the law 
recjuires that the amount to l)e raised by ad valorem 
taxes for state j)urposes shall l)e apportioned to the 
counti(\s on the basis of the assessed valuation, and the 
share of each coimty levied by the county authorities 
with and as if a part of the county taxes. The appor- 
tionment is made by the state board of ecpialization. 
H. Ce)llection 

Taxes are collected by the assessor, wlio is ex officio 
tax collector. They l)ecoine a Hen on the j)roperty of 
the taxpayer on the second Monday in January, are 
due ten days after the second Monda^v in September, 
and become delinquent the first Monday in January, 
when 10 per cent penalty is addcni. The delinquent 
list is j)ul>lished on the fourth ilonday in May, and 
taxes thereon may be collected by seizure and sale. 



IL Poll tax. 

The poll tax is a county tax. 
Til. Inheritance tax. 

There is no inheritance tax. 

IV. Corporation taxes. 

(\)rporations, except insurance companies, are taxed 
solely under the general property tax. 

All insurance companies, except mutual, pay a tax of 2 per cent on 
gross premiums received in Idaho less losses paid in the state. 

V. Business taxes and licenses. 

The state receives 10 per cent of the following 
licetises which are issued b}-^ the comities : 

Auctioneers, $5 per month or $20 per annum; toll bridges and ferries, 
rate tixed by connnissioners; bankers — business aggregating $2.50,000 
per (juarter, $100 per quarter; $200,000 to $250,000 per quarter, $80 
per (juarter; $100,000 to $200,000 per quarter, $50 per quarter; $50,000 
to 1100,000 per quai-ter, $40 per quarter; less than $50,0(X) per quarter, 
$30 per quarter. Billiards, etc., $15 per quartei'; bowling alley, $5 per 
quarter; exhibition of caravan, menagerie, circus, etc., each exhibition, 
$10; other shows, per day, $5; pawidjrokers, $50 per quarter; ped- 
dlers — with a pack and on foot, $100 annually; with a wagon, one 
horse, $150 annually; with a wagon, two horses, $250 annually; with 
other conveyances, $300 annually; peddlers or solicitors for mercan- 
tile establishments, $75 to $125 annually. Liquor dealers — in towns 
or cities, where total vote exceeded 150, $5(X) annually: in otlier towns 
or cities, $300 annually; hotels and restaurants, 3 nnles outside a 
city, $100 annually. The state receives from the insurance commis- 
sioner all the proceeds of the following licenses; Insurance companies, 
$50 annually; insurance agents, $3 annually. 

B. FEES. 

To secretary of state. — For filing articles of incorporation — when 
capital stock does not exceed $25,000, $5; when capital stock is 
from $25,000 to $100,000, $10; from $100,000 to $500,000, $20; 
over $,500,000, $25. 

To insurance commissioner.— For liling articles of incorporation, 
$10; for fiUng annual statement, $10; for each agent's certificate, fire, 
etc., $3; for each agent's certihcate, life, $5. 

County Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general property tax. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the methods of assessment 
and of equalization are the same for county as for 
state purposes. 

2. Bate-- 

The board of county connnissioners annually ascer- 
tains the necessary rate to be levied on each $100 of 
taxable property for state taxes, and the amount neces- 
sary to pay outstanding- warrants. The rate is limited 
to 10 mills on tlie dollar. The rate may not exceed 
$1.50 per $100 for general county purposes and an 
additional 25 cents for bridges. 

3. Collection — 

County taxes are collected in substantially the same 
manner as state taxes. 
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II. Poll tax. 

Every male over 21 and under 50 years of age, except 
paupers, insane persons, Indians not taxed, Govern- 
ment prisoners, active members of volunteer fire com- 
panies, and persons permanently disabled so as to be 
unable to perform manual labor, and honorably dis- 
charged soldiers in the volunteer service of the United 
States, must pay an aimual poll tax of $2. If not paid 
before the second Monday in Januar}-, the tax becomes 
$2.50. This is collected by the tax collector. 

III. Inheritance tax. 

There is no inheritance tax. 

IV. Corporation taxes. 

All corporations are taxed under the general 
property tax. 

V. Business taxes and licenses. 

The county receives 40 per ceut of the moneys col- 
lected for licenses. (See State Hcenses for description.) 

Municipal Revenues. 

A- TAXES. 

I. The general property tax. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the method of assessment 
and of equalization are substantially the same for 
municipal as for state and county purposes. Cities 
can not make a separate assessment. 

2. Rate-^ 

The council or trustees of each city or village certify 
the rate to the tax collector of the count}^ The liiiiit 
is 10 mills for general expenses, but other taxes may be 
levied. 



3. Collection-- 

By the county tax collector in substantially the 
same manner as tlie state and county taxes. The 
county receives 5 ])er cent for collection. 
IL Poll tax. 

Each cit}^ and village is empowered to require every 
able-bodied male to work two days on the streets or 
highways, or to provide a sul)stitute. Each delinquent 
shall forfeit not to exceed $1 ])er duy. There is a poll 
tax for road districts outside the cities ])ayable in labor 
or commu table at $4. 
Ill and IV. InJieritance tax and corporation taxes. 

There are no inheritance or corporation taxes for 
nnmicipalities. 
V. Business taxes and licenses. 

School districts, and cities when they are such, 
receive 50 per cent of the licenses imposed under general 
state laws. (See State licenses.) Cities and villages 
may impose a license upon any occupation or business. 
Dealers in liquor must secure a city license. 

Cities may iiuposo a license tax of not loss than S3 nor more than 
$10 upon owners or liarl><^)rers of dogs. 

School Kevenues. 

The school revenues consist of interest on the public 
school fund, the principal of which is derived from 
proceeds of the sale of lands and from escheats; an 
annual county tax of not less than 5 mills nor more 
than 10 mills per dollar, also fines and forfeitures; 
50 per cent of licenses; and special school district 
taxes, voted by the school districts, of not to exceed 
10 mills. 



ILLINOIS.^ 



The constitution prescribes a general j)roperty tax 
for state, county, and municipal purposes, but also 
authorizes the taxation of certain occupations, fran- 
chises, and privileges. A marked peculiarity of the 
Illinois system, and one wliich changes tlie ordinary 
significance of the tax rates, etc., is the deiinition of 
^^ assessed value" as one-fifth of the ^'full value" or 
^'fair cash value;" a rate of 5 per cent on the assessed 
valuation is therefore the equivalent of a tax rate of 
1 per cent on the full valuation. 

Corporations are generally taxed in the same man- 
ner as individuals. But domestic corporations are 
also taxed on the excess of their capital stock above 
the value of their tangible property. All such cor- 
porations except manufacturing, coal mining, news- 

^ This compilation is derived mainly from the following sources: 
Kevenue Laws of the wState of Illinois. Auditor's edition, 1898. 

Compiled and published under the direction of James S. McCulloch, 

auditor of public accounts, Springfield, III, 1898. 

The Revised Statutes of the State of Illinois, 190:i Being all the 

general statutes of the state in force on January 1 , 1904. By Harvey B. 

llurd, Chicago, 1904. 



paper pul)lishing, and stock breeding corporations 
are assessed on tlie excess by the state l)oard of equali- 
zation. Those exce})ted are assessed by the local 
assessors. 

The poll tax is used solely for road district purposes. 

CONSTITUnOXAL PROVISIONS. 

Aim CLE IX. 

Sec. 1. The general assembly shall provide such revenue as may be 
needful by levying a lax by valuation, so that eveiy ix'tson and cor- 
poration shall pay a tax in proportion to the value of Ins, liei', or its 
property ^such >"alue to be ascertained l)y some jxn-soii oi' pei'sons to 
be elected or appointed in such manner as the general assembly shall 
direct, and not otherwise; but the general assembly shall liave power 
to tax peddlers, auctioneers, brokiMs, liawkrMs, merchants, commission 
merclmnts, showmen, jugglers, innkeepers, grocery keepers, li(juor 
I dealeis, toll bridges, ferries, insuran<'<', h'legraph and express interests 
i or Imsiness, vendors of patents, and ])eisons or corporations owning or 
leasing franchises and privileges, in such manner as it shall from time to 
time direct by general law, uniform as to the class upon which it 
operates. 
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Sec. 2. The specification of the objects and subjectrs.of taxation shall 
not deprive iIk- general assembly of the power to require other subjects 
or objeets to be taxed in such manner as may be consistent with the 
principles of taxation fixed in this constitution. 

Sec. .3. The property of the state, countieSj and other inunicipal cor- 
porations, both leal and personal, and such other property as may be 
used exclusively for agricultural and horticultural societies, for school, 
reh<j:Jous, cemetery, and charitable purposes, may he exempted from 
taxation by general law. In the assessment of ical estate encumbered 
by a public easement any depreciation occasioned f)y such easement 
may be deducted from the valuation of sucli property. 

Sec. 4. The general assembly shall provide, in all cases where it may 
be necessary to sell real estate for the nonpayment of taxes or special 
assessments for state, county, municipal, or other pui poses, tliat a return 
of such unpaid taxes or assessment shall be made to some general ofhcer 
of the county having authority to receive state and county taxes; and 
there shall l>e no sale of said property for any of said taxes or assessments 
but by said officer upon the order or judgment of somc^ court of record. 

Sec. 6. The general assembly shall have no power to release or dis- 
charge any county, city, township, town, or district whatever, or the 
inhabitants thereof, or the property therein, frotn their proportionate 
share of the taxes to l)e levied for state purposes, noi' shall coirnnutation 
for such taxes l>e authorized in any form whatsoevtM'. 

Sec. 7. All taxes levied for state purposes shall l>e paid into the state 
treasury. 

Se('. 8. County authorities shall never assess taxes, the aggregate of 
which .shall t^xceed 75 cf^nts per $100 valuation, except for the payment 
of indebtedness existing at the adoption of tliis constitution, unless 
authorized l)y a vote of the people of tlie county. 

Sec. 9- The gt^nei'al assendjly may vest the corporate authorities of 
cities, towns, and villages with power to make local improvements by 
special assessment, or by special taxation of coniiguous propertv, or 
otherwise. For all other corporate purposes, all numi('i])al coiporations 
may t)e v(\sted with autliority to assess and collect taxes; but such tax(\s 
shall be uniform in respect to persons and property, within the jurisdic- 
tion of t}»e body imposing the samr^ 

Sec. 10. Tlie general assembly shall not impose taxes upon municipal 
corpoi-ations or the inha}>itants or pi'operty thei-eof for corporate pur- 
poses, but shall lecpiire that all taxable property within the limits of 
mimicipal corporations shall l)e taxed for the [)aym(^nt of debts con- 
tracted imder authority of law, such taxes to be uniform in r-espect to 
persons and property, within the jurisdiction of the body imposing the 
same. I^rivate property shall not he liable to be taken or sold for the 
payment of the corporate debts of numicij^al corpoi'ations. 

ARTICLE XIV. 

Separdle sccti/ms, lllinow Central Railroad. — No contract, obligation, 
or liability whatever, of the Illinois Central Kaihoad Company, to pay 
any money into tl»e state treasury, nor any lien of the state upon, or 
riglit to tax properly of said company in accordance with the piovisions 
of the charter of said <'om])any, approved February tenth, in tfie year 
of our Lord eighteen hundred and fifty-(me, shall ever he released, 
suspended, modified, altered, r(Miutted, or in any manner diminisfuxl or 
impaired by h^gislative or other authority; and all moneys derived 
from .said company, after payment of the state debt, shall be appropri- 
ated and set apart for the payment of the ordinary expenses of the state 
government and for no other purpost^s whatever. 

OFFTCEllS. 

Tlie officers most directly coiicf^rned with taxation 
are : 

A. In counties not under township organizatitm: 

(1) The coimty treasurer, elected for four years, who is ex officio 
county assessor. 

(2) The l)oard of county commissioners, whicli completes the as.sess- 
meiit, equaliz(\s Ix'tween individuals, and hears complaints. 



(3) The sheriff, who is ex officio tax collector. 

(4) The county clerk, who acts as county auditor. 

B. In counties under township organization having less than 125,000 
inhabitants (Cook county, which contains the city of Chicago, is the 
only eounty over 125,000) : 

(1) Township assessors, elected for one year. 

(2) The county treasurer, who is ex officio supervisor of assessments 
and controls and directs the township assessors in their work. 

(3) The coimty board of review, composed of the clerk of the county 
court, the chairman of the county board of supervisors, and one citizen 
appointed by the county judge, which reviews the assessment, equalizes 
between taxpayers and townships, and hears complaints, 

(4) The township collectors, elected for one year. 

(5) The county clerk, who acts as auditor. 

(t)) The county treasurer, who is ex officio county tax collector, and 
as such completes the work of the township collectors. 

C. In counties over 125,000 (Cook eounty only; see note under B, 
inunediately above) : 

(1) The board of assessors, composed of five members elected for a 
full term of six years, retiring in three groups, two of two members each 
and one of one member, one group retiiing every two years. The board 
does its work through deputies appointed by itself, except that the 
township assessors in districts outside of Chicago are by law made 
deputies of the board. 

(2) The board of review, composed of three members, elected for a 
full term of six years, one retiring every two years, which reviews the 
assessment, equalizes between taxpayers, townships, and districts, and 
hears complaints. 

(3) The county clerk, who acts as auditor. 

(4) The county treasurer, who is ex officio the county tax collector. 
I). In state at large: 

(1) Tlie state board of equalization, one mend)er from each congres- 
sional district, elected for four years, together with the auditor of public 
accounts. 

(2) The auditor of public at -counts. 

State Kevenies. 

A. lAXES. 

I. The general property tax. 
1. Base 
a. The prerperty included and exempt. — The following 
classes of property are included and exempt: 

(I) and (2) All real and personal property in the state. 

All moneys, credits, bonds or stocks, and other investments, the 
shares of stock of incorporated companies and associations, other per- 
sonal property, including property in transitu to or from this state, 
used, held, owned, or controlled by persons residing in this state. 

Shai es or capital stock of l>anking companies doing business in this 
state. 

Capital stock of domestic companies. 

Tlie net receipts of foieign {\ve, marine and inland navigation insur- 
anc(^ companies are taxed as property is taxed. 

(3) Exemptions, in addition to all public property, are: All property 
of institutions of learning or of puiely public charity: all churcli prop- 
erty, cemeteries, and free public libraries; all property used by societies 
for iigricultural, horticidtural, m(H'hanical, and philosophical purposes 
and not used for pecunisuy profit. 

h. Assessment.- In general, there is but one assess- 
ment for state, county, and municipal purposes, and 
that is made by the town and district assessors, or in 
counties not under township organization, by the 
coimty assessor; or when made by any other body, 
as, in a few instances, by the state board of equaliza- 
tion, it is apportioned to the towns and districts as 
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if so made. This assessment depends very largely \ 
upon the sworn statement or list made by the tax- \ 
payer, who is required to list his property at its full 
cash value. But the ^^ assessed value" fixed by the 
assessor is only one-fifth of the full value. Property 
is assessed as of the 1st day of April (until 1898 it was 
the 1st day of May). A law passed in 1898 provided 
that real estate should be assessed once in four years 
only, beginning in 1899, But the ^^ general assess- 
ment" so made is corrected annually for changes prior 
to April 1. Real estate is ''assessed" at one-fifth its 
full value. The sum secured by a mortgage is taxable 
as a credit of the mortgagee. Personal property is 
assessed annually at one-fifth its valu(\ 

Owners of real estate are required to list tlieir property, but the value 
is determined by the assessor on '^aetual view.'' 

Owners of personal property are required to list the same at its 
fair cash value and swear to the list and value, but the law further 
requires that the assessor shall determine the fair cash value; (mly one- 
fifth of the full value is assessed. With certain exceptions, personal 
property is assessed in the town, city, village, district, or county where 
the owner resides. The penalty for refusal to muke out a list or swear 
to it is a fine of not less than $100 nor more than -f 5,000, and the assessed 
value is increased .50 per cent . 

Government lands located ptior to May 1 are taxable for tliat year 
as real estate. 

All corporations organized under the laws of the sUiiv, except com- 
panies for purely manufacturing purposes, or for the mining and sale 
of coal, or for printing, or for publication of newspapers, or for the 
improving or breeding of stock, which (\xcepied companies are assessed 
only on their property by the local assessors in the sanu^ mannei- as 
individuals, and except the Illinois (Central Railroad Company, not sub- 
ject to the general property tax (see Corporation tax), end railroad, 
telegiaph, and telephone companies assessed by the state board of 
equalization, and banks and insiu'ance companies generallv, whose 
assessment is described below, are assessed as follows: First, by the 
local assessoi-s on the vaha^ of their tangil)le proj)erty; second, by the 
state board of eciualization on tlie (»xc(\ss in the \alue of theii' capital 
stock, including the franchise, over that of their tangible prt)|)(>rty, and 
the excess so assessed is certified to the local assessors where the com- 
pany is located. 

Railroads (except the Illinois Central Railroad) are assess(Ml by 
the state board of equalization and the local assessoi's. Tlie latter 
assess all real estate not included in right of way or ''railioad track" 
and the tools and materials for repair's, and all otlicr pei'sonalty except 
"rolling stock." The former assesses the "railroad track" and \ho 
''rolling stock," apportioning the value of the "imiin track'' and ''roll- 
ing stock" by a unit rule among the counties, where it is i-eapportioned 
by the county clerk among the townships, etc.; but the "sid(^ track" is 
assessed, where it is situated, by the state board and is not so appor- 
tioned. The raih'oads are required to assist in the assessment by list- 
ing their property in each county with the county clerks and in the state 
as a whole with the auditor of })ublic accounts. The state board is also 
re(|uired to assess the excess value of capital stock over the value of 
tangible property as assessed, if there be any such excess. 

Telegraph and telephone companies.— Th(> state l)oard of equalizatirm 
assesses the capital stock of such companies, deducting the assessed 
value of property locally taxed, and apportions the amount among 
the several counties as railroad ass(\ssments are apportioned. 

Mortgages.— Where a deed foi- real estate^ is held for thv |)ayment of a 

um of money, such sum so secured is held to be personal property and 
"uist be listed as credits by tlie mortgagee. 

Shares of stock of foreign corporations are assessed to the share- 
liolder at his residence. Shares in state and national l)anks are assessed 
to the shareholder where the bank is located. No deduction is allowed 
for real estate and assets assessed to the bank. 



Mutual building and loan association stock is assessed to the siock- 
liolders. In determining tVi<^ value of tlie stock the value of the real 
estate is first deducted. 

Property of banks. Banl^s other than state or national are taxed on 
their moneys, personal ])ropcrty , credits, bonds, and stocks, less deposits 
and other accounts payabl(\ 

Money and credits.—From the gross amount of credits the taxpayer 
may deduct from his list the amount of all bona fide debts owing by him. 
Tliese deductions must be verified by oath. 

Pawnbrokers ar(> assessed on the vahu* of the projx'rty pledged and 
held by them. 

Franchises granted by the state are to be listtnl as ptMsonal property. 

Insurance agencies are assessed upon ihoiv net ]ecei})ts as proptMty. 

c. Equalization.— In counties not under township 
organization^ the board of county commissioners eqiuvl- 
izes between taxpayers, townships, and districts, and 
may increase or lower the total assessment of each of 
the several classes of property. 

In counties under township organization, excepting 
Cook county, the same powers rest in the county 
l)oard of review. 

In Cook county there is a specially constituted board 
of review for this work. 

State board of equalization equaliz(\s between the 
several counties, considering variotis classes of property 
separately. It may low^u' or raise the total assessed 
value of property in any county, V)ut the total of such 
decrease or increase may not i»xceed 10 percent of the 
total assessed value of all the ])roperty in tlie state. 

2. Rate-- 

The rate })er cent recpiired to prodiu'C the anuumt 
of taxes levied b}^ the general assembly is to be ascer- 
tained annually by the govcMTioi', auditor, and treas- 
urer. The amount of tax(\s is extetuled by the cotmty 
clerk on the assessed vahie of property as ecpialized 
by the state l)oard of etpuilization. Se])arate rates 
are certified for tlu^ ''revenue fund," tlu^ '* interest 
fund," '^ state school ftmd," and otlier taxes. 

By an act of May 0, 1901, the rate per cent is limitf^l not to exceed 
o per cent of the assessed valuation. 

3. (Mleetion — 

In general, all taxes state, county, and municipal — 
are collected by the samc^ colkn'tors. In comities hav- 
ing township organization, (^xcept Cook county, this 
is done by th(^ townsliip collectors; in other counties 
by the county collectors, exce})t tliat in counties un(](^r 
township organization railroad taxes are paid (h'rectly 
to the county treasurer, who is made ex oflicio tax col- 
lector for that purpos(^ Personal property taxt^s may 
l)e collected l)y distress and sale of goods tunl chattt^ls. 
Taxes on personal property not sufricicntly scH'tu'ed l)y 
such personal |)roperty may become a hen on the 
real estate of the taxpayt^r. They are due and pay- 
able when demanded by the colk^ctor wlio receives 
warrant for tlieir collection and the collection of taxes 
on real property on or befon* l)ecemb(^r 21. Taxes on 
real estate become delincpuMit March 10 in tht^ year 
succeeding assessment and tlie land may be sold for 
taxes after publication of the proper notice any time 
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after one year from April 1^ following. Taxes become 
a lien upon real ])roperty May 1 of the year in which 
the taxes are levied. There are no special penalties 
for delinquency, but interest is charged from May 1^ 
after the taxes become delinquent. 

II. Poll tax. 

There is no state poll tax. 

III. Inheritance tax. 

All property passing by will, descent, or transfer 
taking effect after death is sid)ject to this tax. The 
rate for property passing to the father, mother, hus- 
band, wife, brother, sister, wife or widow of the son or 
husband of the daughter, adopted child or any legiti- 
mate lineal descendant, is 1 percent on the excess over 
$20,000; passing to any uncle, aunt, niece, nephew, or 
lineal descendant thereof, 2 per cent on the excess over 
$2,000. In all other cases, 3 per cent on estates under 
$10,000; 4 per cent, $10,000 to $20,000; 5 per cent, 
$20,000 to $50,000; 6 per cent, over 150,000. The tax 
is collected by tlie county treasurer for the benefit of 
the state. By an act of 1901, property passing for 
religious, educational, or charitable purposes is ex- 
empted from the tax. 

IV. ( hrporation taxes. 

Corporations are, for the most part, taxed under 
the general property tax. The slight differences in 
the method of assessment applied to corporate prop- 
erty have been described above. In the following 
cases the principles of the general property tax are 
departed from: 

(1) The Illinois Central Railroad pays 7 per cent on its gross earn- 
ings, made up as follows: Five per cent on gross earnings paid semi- 
annually; a tax not to exceed three-fourths of I per cent on assessed 
valuation of property; enough more to hring the total \ip to 7 per cent 
of gross earnings. This tax is paid to the state. 

(2) Foreign insurance companies, other than life, are recpiired to 
pay 2 p(^r cent of the gross amount of premiums receiv(Ml foi- business 
don(^ in the state. This tax is in lieu of all taxes, stat(^ and local, 
excerpt on real estate and except reciprocal taxes, and the tax ts col- 
lected hy the insurance superintendent. All burglary and casualty 
insurance coinpanies, domestic and foreign, doing l)usiness in th(> state 
on tlu^ mutual plan are required to pay 2 per cent on cash collected as 
premiums from policy holders residing in Illinois in lieu of other munic- 
ipal or stat(^ tuxes , 

V. Business taxes and licenses. 

Insurance superintend<Mit's certihcate of authority to agent of for- 
eign insurance comi)any, $2: lic(*nse to ag(*nts to procure fire policies 
in unauthorized comjjanies, $2{)(), counties having less than 1(K),000 
inhabitants, $25; conmiission nieichants, $25; itinerant vendors of 
drugs, per month, $100. 

B. FEES. 

Tlie fees are payable to state officials and are to be 
paid into the state treasmy, as revenue: 

By secriiary of state. — Incorporation, capital up to $2,500, $30; 
capital $2,o(X) to $5,000, $50; over $5,(XX), for each additional $1,000 
capital, $1; for various certificates and lllings, $1. 



By clerk of the supreme court. -^Various fees. 

By superintendent of insurance. —Application for certificate of au- 
tliority, $30; filing annual statement, $10; agent, certificate of author- 
ity, $2. 

By the several boards. — Practice of medicine, examination, and cer- 
tificate, $15; practice of pharmacy, annual registration, $1; practice of 
dentistry, examination, $10. 

County Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general 2)roperty tax. 

1. Base — 

The property included is the same for the county 
tax as for the state. The taxes are extended upon 
the valuation ascertained by the equalization and 
assessment of property by the county board of re- 
view^ and all property originally assessed by the state 
board of equahzation. 

2. Rate— 

The county board of the respective counties deter- 
mines the amount to be raised for county purposes^ 
which is not to exceed 75 cents on each $100 valuation 
of property ; unless otherwise authorized by vote of the 
county. 

3. Collection — 

Collection is made as of state taxes by the town and 
district collectors^ who make settlement with the 
county collectors. 

II, III, IV. Poll tax, inheritance tax, and corporation 

taxes. 
There are no county poll, inheritance, or corporation 
taxes. 
V. Business taxes and licenses. 

Dogs (in counties not under township organization license fees are 
kept by county), $1. 

County boards in counties under township organization, and coi^nty 
commissioners in others, may issue licenses for the sale of liquor at not 
less than $500 per annum. Mah liquor only, $150 per annum. 

These licenses become part of tlie general revenue of the county. 

B. FEES. 

The following county officials are required to pay over to the county 
treasurer the fees of tlieir offices: Clerks of circuit court; recorder of 
deeds; county clerk; sherid'; and masters in chancery. 

Municipal Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general property tax. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the method of assessment 
and of equalization are as described under the state 
and county taxes. 

2. Rate— 

The proper authorities of towns, townships, dis- 
tricts, and incorporated cities, towns, and villages 
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certify to the county clerk the amounts to be raised 
by taxation, and such clerk determines the rate per 
cent upon tbe valuation that will produce the net \ 
anioimt. 

3. (hllection — 
Collection is in general the same as for state taxes 
and is made by the town or district collectors. 

II. Poll tax. 

Not generally collected by cities, but Alton collects 
$1.50 in lieu of two days' work on streets. 

III. InJieritance fax. 

There is no inheritance tax. 

IV. Corporation taxef^. 

Foreign fire insiu-ance companies are to pay, for the 
benefit of the fire dei)artment, 2 ])er cent of the gross 
receipts received by their agency in any city, town, or 
village . 

V. Business taxes and licenses. 

The city council in cities and the board of trustees 
in villages fix the amount and terms of licenses, includ- 
ing liquor licenses. 

Liquor licenses ar*" to he not less than $500 per annum; malt liquors 
only $150 per annum. 



SCIIOO L E E VKNUES . 

Cities, villages, and scliool districts have authority 
to levy a tax up to 2\ per cent on the last assessment 
for state and county taxes. 

The common school fund of the state consists of the 
proceeds of a 2-mill tax levi^nl in tlie state assessment 
list annually, the inter(\st on the school fimd proper, 
being 3 per cent upon the ])rocee(ls of the sales of pub- 
lic land, and the interest on the sin"j>lus rc^venue fiuid. 
This fund is apportioned to each county in ]yroportion 
to tlie nund)er of children. 

The townshi[) and county scdiool fund consists of 
the interest on the proceeds of tlie sale of th(^ six- 
teenth section of common school lands. 

Road Rkvenues. 

Road commissioners are to make a list of the al)le- 
bodied men in their town between the ages of 21 and 
50 years and assess not less than $1 nor more than $2 
as a poll tax for highway pur])oses. This list is not to 
incliule persons within tlu^ limits of cities or incorpo- 
rated villages. Towns may abolish the poll tax by 
vote, or may by vote a(h)])t the ''labor system^' for 
payment of the district road tax. 
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The Curtis bill, chapter 517 of the act of Congress, 
June 28, 1898, provides: 

Any city or town in Indian Territory having two hundred or more 
residents may hecome incorporated. "" Such city or town governments 
shall in no case have any authority to impose upon or levy any tax 
against any lands in said cities or towns until aft(^r title is secured from 
the tribe; but all other property, including all improvements or town 
lots, which for the purposes of this act shall be deemed and considered 
personal property, tog(*ther with all occupations and privileges, shall 
he subject to taxation * * * and the councils of such cities and 
towns, for the support of the same and for school and other public pirr- 
poses, may provide by ordinance for the assessment, levy, and rollection 
annually of a tax upon such property, not to exceed in the aggregate 
two per centum of the assessed value thereof, in the manner provided 
in chapter 129 of said digest, entitled ' revenue,' and for such purposes 
may also impose a tax upon occupations and privileges." (The digest 
referred to in the Curtis bill is Mansfield's Digest of tlie Statutes of 
Arkansas, 1884.) 

OFFICERS. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are: 

(1) The county assessor, elected for two years. 

(2) The county board of equalization, composed of three citizens 
appointed by the governor. 

(3) The sheriff of each county, wlio is ex (officio tax collector. 

(4) The clerk of the county court, who acts as county auditor. 



Tfkritoriat. Kevknues. 



A. taxes. 



^This compilation is derived mainly from the following sources: 
Act of Congress, June 28, 1898, chap. 517, known as the Curtis bill 



Mansfield's Digest of the Statutes of Arkansas, 1881. 
Annotated Statutes of the Indian Territory. Dorset Carti-r. Wes 
Pub. Co., St. Paul, Minn., 1899. 



■St 



I. Tlie general property tax. 
1. Base — 
a. The property included and exempt. All property, 
except that of Indians or Indian tril)es, wliether real 
or personal, in the territory, all moneys, credits, in- 
vestments of ])ersons residintr tlierein, nnless exempted, 
is snbject to taxation. 

(1) "Real property" includes not only the land itself, but all build- 
ings, structures, rights and pri\ ileges belonging thereto. 

(2) "Personal property" includes chattels, erodits, and everything 
not part of any parcel of real property. 

(3) Exemptions, in addition to public property, are: Churches, col- 
leges, and public institutions of learning not managed with a view to 
profit; cemeteries; and institutions of purely pu})Iic charity. 

h. Assessme7it. The assessment is made by the 
county assessor. Every person is required to list his 
real as well as his personal property, and the list nnist 
be sworn to and show the value of the real items. Ileal 
property is to be assessed in the odd years as of the 
first Monday in June and at its trin^ value, l)uildings 
being valued separately; and personal |)roperty, as of 
the first Monday in February of each year. Refusal 
to furnish tlie list is a misdemeanor punishable by line 
or imprisonment. 

Cas, telephone, bridge, street railroad, savings bank, mutual loan, and 
all other corporations are assess(>d on tlie basis of special lists showing 
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tlie value of I angiblo arid intangible property. Railroads are assessed in 
every seeoiid year by the railroad eornniissioners, composed ot the gov- 
ernor, secretary of stale, and auditor of public accounts. The secre- 
tary of state is to certify to the assessor of each county so much of the 
value of the raih'oad track as is located in the county, or in any city or 
town, fis real estate. llolHng stock is apportioned by iniJeage. Prop- 
erty olhcr than rolling stock and railroad track is to l)e assessed on the 
ls( of March in each year by the county assessors. 

Merchants are to l)e assessed on the average \'fdu(> of their stock in 
trade. Manufacturers are likewise assessed on tfie average value of 
niaf(*i"ials received for manufacture. 

Banks are assessed on the amount of capital ])aid in, undivided profits, 
credits, and amounts deposited. Taxes on shares in banks are to be 
paid l)y the banks as agents of the shareholders. 

Pawnbrokers are to be assessed on property f)ledg(Ml. 

Express and telegraph companies are to be assessed on gross receipts 
as personal property, and their real and pcr-sonal ])roperty is also assessed. 

c. Equalization, — ^Tho county court licars objections 
to the levy of taxes, and an appeal lies to the circuit 
court. 

The cotmty board of equalization, composed of three 
citizens appointed by the governor, equalizes the as- 
sessment of real and personal })roperty. 

2. Rate — 

The rate of taxation for state piu*poses is: 

General expenses, one-half of 1 mill on the dollar; sinking fund and 
interest, 4 mills on the dollar; public schools, 2 mills on the dollar, 

3, Collection— 

Taxes are collected by the slieriif of the county, who 
is ex officio collector, and are due and payable be- 
tween the first Monday in November and the 10th of 
February. Taxes on real and personal property are a 
lien on such property from the first Monday in Febru- 
ary. After the 10th day of February taxes may be col- 
lected by distraint of personal property — garnishment. 
Sale of lands for delinquent taxes is made after the sec- 
ond Monday in April. 
II. PoU tax. 

For common school purposes $1 per capita is to be 
levied annually on every male inhabitant over 21 years 
of age. 
Ill and IV. Inheritance tax ami corporation taxes. 

There are no inheritance or corporation taxes. 
V. Business taxes and licenses. 

Privileges subject to taxation for state purposes are: 

Hawkers and peddlers, each six months, |2o; clock peddlers, lightning 
rod, and stove agents, per year, $1(X); sewing machine agents, per year, 
S20(); traveling insurance agents, matrimonial, and nuptial associations, 
per year, $l()(J; vendors of licjuors, i)er year, $300. 



County Revenues. 



A. TAXES. 



I. The general property tax. 

1. Base 

The ])roperty included and the assessment and 
ecpmlization are the same for county taxes as for state. 

2. Hate 

' (M county purposes, indebtedness, and public schools, each, 5 mills 
on the dollar. 

l\. Collection — 
Same as for state. 

II, HI, and IV. Poll f ax ^ inheritance tax^ and corpora- 

tion taxes. 
There are no county poll, inheritance or corporation 
taxes. 

V. Business taxes and licenses. 

Privileges subject to taxation for county purposes: 

Hawkers and peddlers, each six months^ $25; circus, menagerie, per 
day, $100; side shows, per day, $50; public exhibitions, per day, $5; auc- 
tioneers, per year, $10; vendors of liquors, per year, $400; criminal con- 
viction, courts of record, $3; civil suits, each, $3; wTits of summons and 
execution, and records, each, 50 cents. # 

Municipal Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general py^operty tax. 

1. Base — 

All levies of taxes in cities and towns are to be based 
upon the appraisement of the county assessor, as equal- 
ized for the levy of state and county taxes. 

2. Rate— 

The rate is limited to 2 per cent upon the assessed 
value. 

3. Collection — 

Same as for county taxes. 

Note. — Owing to the fact that prior to 1902 no territorial or county 
governnients had been organized in Indian Territory, the greater part 
of the Arkansas laws given above were at that time practically inopera- 
tive. The civilized Indian nations collected small amounts\)f special 
taxes on h've stock and the incorporated cities and towns made their ow^n 
assessments and collected revenue under the provisions of the Curtis 
bill, referred to above. 



INDIANA.^ 



Indiana depends mainly upon the general property 
tax. This tax has substantially the same form as in 
otlier states; but tliere are radical differences in the 
administration which distinguislt the so-called '^In- 
diana system^' from that of oiIum' states. These 
distinguishing features are: (1) A state tax. com- 
mission, w itli full directive and sii})iM'visory powers 



^Tliis compihition is derived mairdyfrom Burns's Annotated Indiana 
Statutes, 1901, throe volumes and an index: Indianapolis, The Boweu- 
Merrill Company, 1<H)1. 



over the local assessors; (2) a county assessor in each 
I county, responsible to the tax commissioners, exer- 
! cising supervisory authority over the townshi}) assess- 
ors and with power to make assessments wliere the 
' local assessors fail to do so; (3) a regular system of 
conferences, at wliicli assessment officers agree upon 
the policy to be followed. 

The provisions of the law are minute and detailed 

in the extreme, and it is in the attention to detail 

I rather than in any difference in principle that the 
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characteristics of the system are to be found. But 
thes.e details do not lend themselves to classification 
and can not be shown in the following abstracts. 

There is no inheritance tax and practically nothing 
in the way of special taxes on corporations. 

Another feature of the Indiana system is that it 
places the collection of all taxes — state, county, and 
municipal — ^in the hands of one person — the county 
tax collector — thus bringing all the taxes levied on 
one person together as one l)ill or at least into one 
payment. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS . 

ARTICLE IV. 

Sec. 22 (§ 118). The general assembly shall not pass local or special 
laws in any of the following enumerated cases, * * * for the 
assessment and collection of taxes for state, county, township, or road 
purposes. 

ARTICLE X. 

Sec. 1 (§ 193). The general assembly shall provide, by law, for a 
uniform and equal rate of assessment and taxation; and shall prescribe 
such regulations as shall secure a just valuation for taxation of all 
property, both real and personal, excepting such only for municipal, 
educational, literary, scientific, religious, or charitable purposes as 
may be specially exempted by law. 

OFFICERS. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are: 

(1) The township assessors, one in each township, elected every four 
years. 

(2) The county assessors, one in each county, elected every four 
years. 

(3) The state board of tax commissioners, two persons, appointed 
by the governor for a term of four years, together with the secretary of 
state, the auditor of state, and the governor, ex officio. 

(4) The county auditors, one in each county, elected every four years. 

(5) The county board of review, composed in each county of the 
county assessor, county auditor, and county treasurer, and two free- 
holders, to be appointed by the judge of the circuit court. 

(6) The county treasurers are county tax collectors, and are elected 
for four years. 

N. B. — City assessments are made by township assessors. 

State Revenues. 

A. taxes. 

I. The general property tax. 
1. Base — 
a. The property included and exempt. — All property 
within the jurisdiction of the state not ex|)ressly 
exempted is subject to taxation, l^roperty is classi- 
fied for purposes of taxation as follows : 

(1) Real property, which includes all land within the stale, and all 
buildings and fixtures: ''railroad track," including the right of way, 
stations, and improvements, except machinery, stationaiy engines, 
and other fixtures, which are considered personal property. Possessory 
claims are treated as personal property. 

(2) Personal property, which includes all goods and chattels within 
the state; all ships and vessels at home or abroad owned iu the state; 



all goods, etc., outside the state l)Ut owned by the inhabitants, except 
property permanently invested in another state; all credits less debts; 
all shares in corporations, not exem})t, unless the corporation is itself 
taxed on all its property; shares in national banks, less the value of 
real estate taxed to the l)ank; all shares in foreign corporations except 
national banks; all moneys; all amuiities and royalties; all interests 
owned by individuals in lands the fee of which is in the United States; 
railroad rolling stock; franchises granted by the law of the state and 
used by any person or corporation; the mains, pipes, and wires of gas, 
(^lectric light, and waterworks companies. 

Any person owning real estate subject to n nu)rtgage not exceeding 
$700 nor half the value of the property may, by reporting the fact, 
have the mortgage assessed to tlie mortgagee^ and enjoy a deduction 
of that amount from the assessed valuation of the land. 

(3) Exemptions from taxation include the personal aiul^(Mil property 
of every manual labor school or college incorporated in tlie state, such 
real estate not to exceed 320 acres; every building used for ed\icntional, 
literaiy, scientific, or charitable purposes and the land thereof not 
exceeding 40 acres; also tlie personal property, endowment, and in- 
come belonging to any such institution, churches, and cemeteries. 

1). Assessment.— Ill general there is but one assess- 
ment for the property tax for state, county, and 
municipal purposes. Most propert}^ is assessed by 
the township assessors, who work under the immediate 
supervision of the county assessors, who have power 
to list propert}^ omitted, and the county assessors in 
turn are under the direction of the state board of tax 
commissioners. This arrangement, giving, as it does, 
direct administrative control from the top down, is 
peculiar to the so-called ''Indiana system.'' 

In general, property is assessed on the basis of sworn 
I statements returned to the assessors by the taxpayers, 
but the property of railroad, telegraph, and certam 
other large corporations is assessed by the state board 
of tax commissioners and the result is apportioned 
among the counties. Very heavy penalties, ranging 
from $10 to $5,000, or six months in jail and 50 per 
cent increased assessment, are ])rovided for returning 
false lists or for refusal to swear to lists. 

Real estate is assessed but once every four years, 
the last assessments being in 1899 and 1903, and the 
assessment is revised annually for improvements and 
other changes. All other property is assessed annually. 
The assessment formerly referred to the 1st of April, 
but in 1903 tin's date was clianged to the 1st of March. 

Personal ])roperty is generally assessed where 
actually located, and not where the owner resides. 

Land is to be vtdtUMl l)y the assessor at tlie price it 
woidcl bring at private sale, and not at a foi'ced or 
sheriff sale. The sanu^ rule applies to |)(^rs()nal 
pro})erty. 

Mortgag(>d n'sil estate is a.ssessfMl to the niorlgagcu- at full value, 
except that the owner nuiy deduct fi'om such vahie the amount of any 
mortgagt^ not exceeding $700 nor exceeding one-half the assessed value 
of the propf^ty, provided h(> re])()rts the nam(» and address of the 
mortgag(M', who is then taxed upon the niortgag<\ 

All interests in lands the Un^ to wliich is still in the state or the 
Uiiit(Ml Stat(\s are to l)e assessed as p<'rsonal })ro])erty, but lands sold 
J by the state and not conveved are to be taxed as if conveyed. 
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Private bankers and i)rokers are assessed upon their real (\state and 
the excess of tlieir credits over their debts and deposits. 

State and national ])Hnks, except savings l)anks, are ass(\ssed upon 
their real estate, only the shares being taxable at market value, or if 
thei-e is no market \'rdue, at book vahie, less the value of the real 
estate. Tlie assessment is made to the shareholders at the place where 
the bank is locatcMJ, and the bank officers are required to furnish the 
naM!(\^ and residences of the stockholders. 

(ojj>(>rHtions in general are assessed the same as individuals on all 
corporal e property, including corporate stock and fianchises. Corporate 
taxation is thus a part of the general property tax system of the state. 
Shares in corporations, all the property of wliich is taxal)le, are not 
assesscui to the shareholder. Every franchise is to b(^ listed and assessed 
as personal property. The county l)oard of review values and assc^sses 
the capital stock and all franciiises and priviiegt^s of domestic corpora- 
tions, unless otherwise provided. The capital stock is listed for taxa- 
tion at its excess of value over fi'anchises and tangible property. 

Telegraph, telephone, express, sleeping cai', freight car, and pipe-line 
companies are assessed })y tlie stat(* board of tax connnissioners, except 
upon the real estate not necessaiily used in the conduct of the business 
of such conipanies. This assessment is made by the unit rnle, the value 
of the entire property of each such company being ascertained from 
the market value of the stocks, plus the par valu(^ of tlie bonds, and the 
portion used in Indiana btMug determined on a mileage basis. The 
assessment so made is then apportioned among the counties, etc., also 
on a mileage {)asis. 

In the cas(^ of railroads (including stnn't railroads) the ''railroad 
track" and "rolling stock" are assessed l)y the state l)oard of tax 
commissioners in the same manner as the property of corporations 
named above, proper allowance being made for the value of property 
assessed locally. 

Dogs are entered in the list of property but not valued. (See Rate.) 
Foreign bridge companies are assessed upon tlieir gross receipts as 
if propcn'ty, as well as upon their tangible property. 

c. Ecjualization. — The county board of review an- 
nually equalizes the valuation of real and personal 
property assessed in each county. The board passes 
upon each individual valuation and revises the assess- 
ment list. It also equalizes as between townships or 
divisions of townships and determines a rate per cent 
to be added or deducted from the various classes of 
property throughout the township. If necessary^ the 
board may set aside the assessment of the whole 
coimty and order a new one, but it has no power to 
depart from the true cash value in fixing assessments. 

A feature of equalization in practice is the annual 
meeting of the county assessors of the state, called by 
the state l)()ard of tax commissioners for purposes 
of conference. 

The state board of tax commissioners hears appeals 
from the county l)oar(l of review. It ecjualizes its 
own assessments of railroad property. In the years 
that real estate is assessed it etpializes real property 
assessments. It also ecjualizes the assessment lists 
between the several counties, adding or deducting a 
rate ])er cent according to classes of property consid- 
ered se[)arately. 

The state board of tax commissioners also has 
certain j)()\vers which work effectual equalization, 
though not so called. It has powers of supervision 
and examination over the county and township 



assessors. Each county is to be visited once in each 
year b}^ the state board. Because of the close rela- 
tionship of the assessment ofFicials, from the township 
assessors to the state tax commissioners, a complete 
and uniform assessment of all property at its actual 
casli value is sectired, and an equality of taxation is 
attained. 

2. Bate—- 

The rate for state taxation, expressed in cents upon 
each SI 00 valuation for state expenditures, is fixed 
by the legislature. 

The late on dogs is $1 for a male^ $2 for a female, and $2 for each 
additional dog. 

3. CoUection — 

All taxes on property, whether for state, county, 
school, road, or other purposes, are collected by the 
couoty treasurer. One-half the taxes, including all 
the road tax, is to be paid on or before the first Mon- 
day in May, the remainder by the first Monday in 
November. Taxes become a lien on all real estate 
from the 1st of March, and such lien is a state lien and 
is for all taxes, state, county, school, road, or town- 
ship. The penalty for delinquency is 10 per cent on 
the first and 6 per cent on the second installment. 
The county treasurer may collect by lev}^ and sale. 

II. Poll tax. 

The poll tax is assessed on every male inhabitant of 
the state between the ages of 21 and 50 years. Every 
person is listed for his poll tax in the county of his 
residence. The amount to be charged on each poll is 
fixed by the general assembly for state purposes and 
for schools. Collection is made by the county treasurer. 

III. Inheritance tax. 

There is no inheritance tax. The property in the 
decedent^s estate in the hands of the administrator or 
executor is subject to the general property tax, and 
penalties are imposed on such officer personally for 
delinquency. The administrator or executor is also 
liable for back taxes unpaid during the life of decedent. 

In the case of a legacy to any literary, scientific, or 
charitable institution, that portion of the estate is 
exempt. 

IV. Corporation taxes. 

All corporations are taxed under the general prop- 
erty tax. 

Foreign insurance companies pay a tax of $3 on eacli $100 excess of 
pr(»niiums received over losses paid in the state. (This is an exception 
to the system of the state.) 

In addition to the general property tax domestic corporations are 
also taxed upon the excess of the casli value of their capital stock over 
the assessed value of their property. 

Foreign bridge compani(\s are taxed on their gross earnings as on 
property. 

Y. Business taxes and licenses. 

Collected by county treasurer mainly for the benefit of state school 
fund.— To keep a ferry, |3 to $,50; in each county from traveling 
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merchants and peddlers not residents and selling foreign merchan- 
dise when capital is not over $1,000, $5; capital $1,000 to $2,000, S7.50; 
capital $2,000 to $5,000, $10; capital over $5,000, $20. (Peddlers of 
tea and cofl'ee are exempt.) Exhihitions and shows, for each perform- 
ance, $5 to $25. (The above go to the county agi'icultural societ}' .) 
Brokers, per annum, $100; liquor licenses, $100. The secretary of state 
is authorized to issue a license to sell prison made goods, per annum, 
$500. 

B. FEES. 

By secretary of state. — C^ommission of notary, $1; commission of 
connnissioner of d(^eds, $5; seal, 50 cents : filing charters, 200 woi-ds, $1 ; 
articles of incorporation, stock $10,000 or Ic^ss, $10; stock over $10,(X)0, 
one-tenth of 1 per cent ; for increase of stock , same fees. ^lutual insiu'ance 
companies' charters, $25; religious and t)th(^r corporations' charters, $5; 
building and loan associations, stock $50,000 oi' less, $10; building and 
loan associations, stock over $50,000, on(> twenty-liftli of 1 per cent; 
reduction of stock, $5; decree of court changing name of corporation, 
$5; amendments to charter, 20 cents per 100 words, not less than $5; 
filing certificate of incorporation, insurance company, $2; insuranc(^ 
company, for live stock charter $10. 

By the auditor. — Examination of statement of insurance company, $5 ; 
filing statement of subscription, live stock insurance compan/, $10. 

By th(^ board of dental examiiuMs.^For examination, $20; for reex- 
amination, $10; for issuance of certilicate on diploma, $0; for license 
fee, 50 cents. 

By the board of pharmacy. — For registration and certilicate, $2; foi- 
examination, $3; for registration, $1; for assistants, as above, $1, $2, 
50 cents. 

By the medical board. — For applicants with diploma, $10, with 
license fee of $1; for (examination, $25, with license fee of 50 cents. 

County Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general property tax. 

1. Base — 

The property subject to taxation and the methods of 
assessment and of equalization are substantially the 
same for county as for state taxation. 

2. Rate— 

The rate is determined by the county commissioners. 
There are various limits, the most general one being 33 
cents per $100 of assessed valuation, but extra rates 
are allowed under varying circumstances. 

3. Collection — 

Substantially the same as for state taxes. 

II. Poll tax. 

The amount to be charged on each poll for county 
expenditures is determined by the board of coimty 
commissioners. 
Ill and IV. InJieritance tax and corporation taxes. 

There are no inheritance taxes, or special corpora- 
tion taxes for the counties. Licenses levied by the 
county authorities accrue to the state school fund. 
V. Business taxes and licenses. 

Counties are authorized to grant a number of licenses 
and to charge therefor the following fees: 



To keep a ferry, per annum, $2.50; transient merchants, $10 to $25 
a day, according to size of the hirg(>st city in the county for wbicli the 
license is granted; foot jMnldlers, per annum, $25; wagon peddlers, per 
annimi, $50. Soldiers and sailois are given licenses for the payment of 
a fee. The foregoing licc^nst^ f(H\s are paid to the school fund. Expo- 
sitions and shoW'S, for encli j)etforinance, $5 to $25. The above goes 
to the county or district agricuhural association fimd. To keep a 
stallion, per annum, 50 cents. Li(im)r license, $100. 

Municipal Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I, The general property tax. 

1 . Base — 

The property included and the method of asscvssinent 
and of equalization are sid)stantially the sann^ for 
municipal purposes as for state and county. 

2. JMe— 

The rate is determined by municipal legislative 
authorities. For general municipal purposes in cities 
the maximum rate is 90 cents on $100. For school 
districts the maximum rate is 22 cents on $100. But 
many special rates are allowed, and the rates vary 
in different classes of cities. 

3. Collection — 

Municipal taxes are collected l)y the county treas- 
urer in substantially the same manner as state and 
county taxes. 

II. Poll tax. 

a. General. — Cities may levy a poll tax at not to 
exceed 50 cents. 

h. Road. — Able-bodied men between 21 and 50 years 
of age may be called upon for from two to four days' 
labor in April. The labor tax may l)e commuted for 
$1.25 per day. 
Ill and lA . InJieriiance tax and corpoixition taxes. 

There are no inheritance or si)ecial corporation 
taxes for municipalities. 
V. Business taxes and licenses. 

Cities and towns may license pawnbrokers, per annum, $10 to $1(K); 
merchants and peddlers, same rati^ as county, and in addition then^to; 
liquor license, in addition to county licjensci—cities, $250; incorporated 
towns, $150. 

SciiooE Revenues. 

State tax, 16 cents per $100 of assessed valuation 
and 50 cents on })()lls. 

Township, town, and city special tax for cciuipment, 
not to exceed 50 cents per $100 of assesscnl valuation; 
local tax for tuition, not to exceed 25 cents; and 
special tax to pay debts, not to exceed 25 cents. 

The proceeds of the sale of |)ul)lic lands form a 
])ermanent school fund, the interest only bemg paid 
to the current school fund. 
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IOWA.» 



Iowa depends a I most entirely upon the general 
property tax for «tate, eountj^ and miiniei])al reve- 
nues. Then' is an inheritance tax, but no special cor- 
poration taxeSj except on foreign insurance compa- 
nies. Corporations generally are assessed by local 
ass(\ss()rs. A few are assessed on tlieir property by 
the state executive council. Changes of late years 
liave been from taxes on gross revenue to those on 
propert}^. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 

ARTICLE III. 

Sec. 30. The general aKsenibly shall not pass local or s})ecial laws in 
the following eases: 

For the assessment and eolleeiion of taxes for state, county, or road 
purposes. 

ARTICLE vni. 

Sec. 2. The property of all coi-porations for pecuniary profit shall be 
subject to taxation the saint* as that of individuals. 

OFFICERS, 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are: 

(1) The township and city assessors, elected biennially, one in each 
township and city. 

(2) The township trustees and city councils, which act as boards of 
review. 

(3) The county boards of supervisors, which act as county boards of 
review and equalization. 

(4) The state executive council, composed of the governor, secretary, 
auditor, and treasurer of state, which constitutes the state l)oard of 
review, and acts as a state board of equalization, and also as an 
assessment board for certain classes of property. 

(5) The county treasurers, who ai'e the tax collectors. 

State Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general property tax. 
1. Base — 
a. The property ineludeel and exempt, — All real and 
personal property not specially exempt is sul)ject to 
this tax. 

(I) and (2) Tliere ar«* no sp(M'ial dehnitions of real and pei'sonal 
property for purposes of taxation. Ferrv franchises and toll l)ridges 
are defined as real estate. 

Mortgages are taxable, and no deduction is allow^ed on tliat account 
from the assessetl value of the land. 

Credits, moneys, annuities, liank notes, nnd shares of stock incorpora- 
tions are all taxable. 

Debts may be deducted from tlie total t>f moneys and credits. 

(3) The exemptions, in addition to public tu-opcMty, are: Cemeteries: 
crematoiiuuis; lire engines, etc., witli houses and (riounds: grounds and 
buildings fof public libraries, for literary, scientilic. charitable, l)enevo- 



^ This compilation is derived mainly from the followino; sources: 
Tlie Annotated (\)de of Iowa, 1897*. 

The Revenue^ Laws of the State of Iowa, compiled by Frank F. Mer- 
riam, auditor of state, 1901. 

The Supplement to the Code of Iowa, 19()2. 



lent, agricultural, and religious institutions and societies, not exceeding 
160 acres; personal property and investments of such institutions: farm 
produce and wool of the harvest or shearing of previous year; all poultry, 
10 stands of bees, all swine and sheep under 6 months of age and all 
other domestic animals under 1 year; private libraries and professional 
lil)raries up to $300: family ])ictures; household furnituie to $3(X), and 
kitchen furniture; beds and l)eddhig; all wearing apparc^l in use: all 
food provided for the family; estates of persons wdio, by reason of age 
or inhrmity, are unable to contribute; farming utensils, the team, 
wagon, and liarness of teamsters and draymen, and the tools of a me- 
chanic, all up to |3(K); Government land entered and purchased, for one 
year: the homest(^ad up to $800 of tlie widow of any Union soldier or 
sailor, also of any honorably discharged Union soldier or sailor una})Ie 
to perform labor and dependent. Tn the assessment of farm lands a 
reduction that is called an exemption is made from the valuation of 
tlu* farms equal and proportionate to the area of roads adjacent to 
sucli lands. (Modified in 1904.) 

Until 1910 sugar mills, with macliinery, todls, and appliances, and not 
to exceed 10 acres of land, are to be exempt. 

b. Assessment. Every person of full age and sound 
mind is required to furnish the assessor with a sworn 
statement of the property owned by him on the 1st 
day of January. Refusal to furnish such a statement 
results in double assessment, while making a false 
statement is punishable as perjury. Valuations are 
fixed by the assessor at the actual cash value, and the 
assessment is at 25 per cent of such value. The 
assessment rolls are to be completed by the assessor 
by April 1 . 

Real estate is assessed only once every two years. 

Moneys, credits, etc., in general, are assessed where 
the owner resides. 

Merchants and manufacturers are assessed upon the average amount 
of stock held during the year. 

When corporations are taxed on their property, tlie shares of stock 
are exempt. Shares of stock in national banks are assessed to the 
shareholders where the bank is located. Shares of stock in state and 
savings banks are assessed to the banks. Bank stock is assessed on 
the basis of capital, surplus, and undivided profits, less the value of 
real estate, which is assessed separately. Shares of stock in corpora- 
tions generally are assessed to the corporations, less the value of real 
estate. 

Tlie following items are assessed by the ex(TAitive council : 

Telegraph and telephone companies, liy the unit rule; the assessment 
so made is apportioned on a basis of mileage and taxed as other pi-operty. 

Railroads — the light of way, roadbed, bridges, culverts, rolling stock, 
depots, station gi^ounds, shops, l)uildings, gravel beds, and all other 
j)roperty exclusively used in tla^ operation and maintenance of the 
railway; but not lands outside, nor the railway bridges across th<^ Missis- 
sippi and Missouri rivers, nor grain elevators, which are assessed by the 
local assessors. In assessing such property the council takes into con- 
sideration the gross earnings, {^tc, and proceeds generally upon the unit 
rule. Tlie assessment so made is ap})ortioned among the countii^s on a 
mileage l)asis. 

Railways report also the numl)er of cars run by them but belonging 
to otlier companies, and these are similarly ass(\ssed by the executive 
council. 

Express companies are assessed upon their property, including their 
shares of stock, by a unit rule, and this assessment is a{)portioned 
among the counties and townships on a mileage basis. 

c. Equalization .-—The township trustees act as a 
local board of review and adjust assessments between 
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individuals; they also hear appeals. Appeals from 
their decisions lie to the district court. 

The board of supervisors of each county constitutes 
a county board of review and adjusts the assessments 
between the several townships, cities, and towns of the 
county. 

The executive council acts as state board of review 
and equalizes the assessments between the several 
counties, adding to or deducting from the valuation of 
each kind or class of property, so as to make the assess- 
ments equal. 

2. Rate — 

The general assembly fixes the total amount to be 
raised for state purposes. The executive council 
annually determines ^lie rate per cent on the valuation 
of the taxable property necessary to raise the amount 
fixed by the general assembly. 

3 . Collection — 

Taxes are collected by the county treasurers, and are 
payable at any time between the first Monday in Janu- 
ary and the 1st day of March; or one-half may be paid 
before March and the remaining half before the 1st day 
of September. If at least half is not paid before the 
1st day of April, the whole amount becomes delinquent 
as of March 1 . In case the second installment is not 
paid before the 1st day of October, it becomes delin- 
quent as of the 1st day of September. Delinquent 
taxes draw interest at 1 per cent a month. 

Taxes are a lien on the property on which they are 
levied, and may be collected by distress and sale. 

II. Poll tax. 

There is no state poll tax. 

III. Inheritance tax. 

All property passing by will or inheritance, or by gift 
intended to take efi*ect after death, except to the father, 
mother, husband, wife, lineal descendant, adopted 
child, or to charitable, educational, or religious socie- 
ties or institutions, is subject to a tax of 5 per cent on 
estates of $1,000 or more; in 1904, if inherited b}^ 
brothers and sisters who are aliens. 10 per cent; by 
other aliens, 20 per cent. 

The tax is paid to the state treasurer by the execu- 
tors, etc. 

IV. Gorporation taxes. 

In general, corporations are taxed under the general 
property tax, but a few are assessed by a state l)oard on 
part of their propert}^ The following, however, are 
differently taxed : 

Insurance companies, other than fraternal, beneficiary, and county 
mutual companies, are taxed upon their annual gross receipts at the fol- 
lowing rates: Foreign companies incorporated or owned outside of tlie 
Unit(Hl States, 3^ per cent (since 1902, 2h per cent): foreign companies, 
United States, 2h per cent. Domestic insurance comj)anics are taxed on 
their property as other corporations. (In 1900 a law imposing a 1 per cent 
tax on premiums was repealed and in 1902 reenacted with rate of 1^ per 
cent). 

V. Business taxes and licenses. 

The state derives no revenue from licenses for the 
sale or manufacture of intoxicating liquors, or from 



the '^ mulct tax" on such sale or manufacture. (See 
also County revemies.) 

Itinerant physicians. $250 per annum; itinerant vendors of drugs, 
$100 per annum. 

n. FEES. 

By state board of medical exaniineis. For (examination, $20: for cer- 
tihcate on diploma, $5, 

By state hoard of pharmacy. — Forcxannnation, $5; for certificate, $2; 
for renewal of certificate, $1. 

By state board of dentistry. — For examinat ion, $\i): for certificate, $2 ; 
for renewal, $1. 

By the secretary of state. — For articles of incoi|)oratioii, $25, and on 
each $1,(XM) over $10,0(X) capital, $1: increase of capital stock per 
$1 ,(X)0, $1 , no fee to exceed $350. (Tiie same fees are re(iuired of foreign 
corj^orations.) 

By the auditor of state, from insurance companies. — l"or liling appli- 
cation, etc., domestic companies, $10, foreign companies, $25: for per- 
mission to foreign companies, $2: for filing amuial statement, etc., 
domestic companies, $3, foreign companies, $20: for certificat(^ of 
authority to agent, domestic companies, 50 cents, foreign companies, $2. 

County Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general property tax. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the method of assessment 
and of equalization are sul)stantially the same for 
county as for state taxation. 

2. Rate— 

The rates for various purposes are determined by the 
count}^ board of supervisors. Tlie levy nuxy, in some 
instances, be submitted to a popular vote. 

3. Collection— 

County taxes are collected in substantially the same 
manner as are state taxes. 

II, III, and lY. Poll tax, inlieritance taXj and corpora- 

tion taxes. 

There are no county poll, inheritance, or special cor- 
poration taxes. 
V. Business taxes and licenses. 

The constitution forbids the issue of licenses for the 
sale or manufacture of int^)xicating liquors in the state. 
Such manufacture or sale is regulated under what is 
known as the "mulct tax" law', by the terms of which 
$600 are annually collected in installments from all 
dealers in intoxicating liquors. The receipts are 
apportioned equally between the county and nuuiici- 
pality w ithin winch the place of l)usiness is located. 

Peddlers outside of a city, Si to S50; circuses and traveling shows, for 
each place, not to exceed $100. 

MUNICIP A L li E V E N UES. 

A. TAX.ES. 

I. The general pro pert >j tax. 
1. Base — 
The property included and the method of equaliza- 
tion are the same as for state and county taxes. 
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Cities are assessment areas excluded from the town- 
ship and county assessment areas^ but are, practi- 
call}^^ districts coordinate with townships. They pro- 
A^ide ttieir own assessors, whose duties are substantially 
th(» same as tliose of township assessors, and may or 
may not use the assessment employed for state and 
county taxation. 

2. Raie-- 

Fixed by the city council. 

3. Collection — 

^Municipal taxes are collected by tlie county treas- 
urer. 

II. Poll tax. 

Cities and towns have power to provide that all 
able-bodied male residents between the a^es of 21 and 
45 years shall, by themselves or l)y substitutes, per- 
form two days' labor of eight hours eacli upon the 
streets, avenues, alleys, liighways, or j)iu)lic grounds, 
commutable at not over $1.50 per ihiy. For failure 
either to perform the work or to nudvc such commuta- 
tion payment, a [penalty not to exceed $2 per day, or 
$4, may be required. 

In road districts tlie supervisor is to require two 
days' lal)or on the roads of all al)le-bodied males 
between 21 and 45 years of age. The penalty for 
failure to work is $3 per day. 



Members of the Iowa National Guard and of fire 
companies are exenrpt from tliese taxes. 
Ill and IV. Inheritance tax and corporation taxes. 

^Municipalities do not participate in the inheritance 
tax and have no special taxes on corporations. 
\, Business taxes and licenses. 

(See under County revenues for provisions relating 
to tax on the sale of intoxicating liquors.) 

Cities generally have power to license and tax 
hotels, restaurants, and eating houses, auctioneers, 
peddlers, plumbers, billposters, itinerant doctors, 
junk deak^rs, scavengers, pawnbrokers, billiard saloons, 
billiard and pool tables, bowling alleys and shooting 
galleries, circuses, menageries, theaters, and shows. 

School Revenues. 

The state school funds are derived from two sources: 

Th(* permanent fund from ])roceeds of sale of lands, 
etc., of which only the interest is used. 

The temporary fund from forfeitures, fines, escheats, 
and estrays. 

The county supports the high schools by a maximum 
tax levy of 5 mills; for current expenses only, 2 mills. 

The remainder of the school revenues are raised by 
the school districts. The amount to be raised is 
determined by the school board, or by vote of the 
district, and levied by the county supervisors. 



KANSAS. 



Kansas depends almost entirely upon the general 
property tax for state, county, and municipal reve- 
nues. The poll tax is for local road purposes only. 
There are no inheritance or special corporation taxes, 
except on insurance companies. Railroad, telegraph, 
and telephone companies are the only corporations 
assessed by a state board. 

(X)NSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 

ARTICLE XI. 

Sec. 1. The legislature sliall provide for a iiniforni and equal rate 
of assessment and taxation; but all property used exclusively for state, 
county , DUHjicipal, literary, educational, scientific, religious, benevolent, 
and charitable purposes, and personal property to the amoiuit of at 
least two hundred dollars for each family, shall be exempted from 
taxation. 

Sec. 2. The legislature shall provide for taxing the notes and bills 
discounted or purchased, moneys loaned, and other property, effects, 
or dues of every description (witliout deduction), of all banks now 
existing, or hereafter to l>e ci-eated, and of all bankers; so that all prop- 
erty employed in banking shall always bear a burden of taxation equal 
to that imposed upon the property of indi\ idnals. 

Se( . ,'i (As amended in 1875.) The legishuure shall provide, at each 
regulai" session, for raising sufficient revcMuie to defray the current 
expenses of the state for two years. 

Sec. 4. Xo tax shall be levied except in purs\nuice of a law which 
shall distinctly state the object of the same; to whicli object only such 
tax shall be a|)plied. 

Sec. 5. (Pro\ ides for public debts and an annual tax to pay the 
interest and principal.) 



article VI. 



Sec. 3. The proceeds of all lands that have been, or may be, granted 
by the United States to the state, for the support of schools, and the 
five hundred thousand acres of land granted to the new states, under 
an act of Congress distributing the proceeds of public lands among the 
several states of the Union, approved September 4, A. D. 1841, and all 
estates of persons dying without heir or will, and such per cent as may 
be granted by Congress, on the sale of lands in this state, shall be the 
common property of the state, and shall be a perpetual school fund, 
which shall not be diminished, but the interest of which, together with 
all the rents of the lands, and such other means as the legislature may 
provide, by tax or otherwise, shall be inviolably appropriated to the 
support of common schools. 

Sec. 7. (Fixes the university fund.) 



^This compilation is derived mainly from tla^ (General Statutes of 
Kansas, 1901, by C. F. W. Dassler: Topeka, Kans., 1901. 



ARTICLE IX. 

Sec. 3. (Fixes the term of connty officers at two years, except county 
connnissioners, three years.) 

Sec. 4. (Fixes the term of township officers at one year.) 

OFFICERS. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are : 

(1) The trustee of each township, elected for one year, now elected 
l)iennially, who acts as assessor for the township. 

(2) The city assessor, appointed aimually by the mayor and common 
council of all cities of the fii-st and second classes. 

(3) Tlie county clerk, ek^'ted for two years, who acts as county 
auditor and makes up tlu^ assessment roll for the county. 

(4) The county board of equalization, composed of the board of 
county commissioners. 

(5) The state auditor. 
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(6) The state board of equalization, composed of the secretary of 
state, state auditor, and state treasurer. 

(7) The state board of raih'oad assessors, composed of the auditor 
of the state, lieutenant governor, secretary of state, attorney-general, 
and state treasurer. 

State Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general property tax. 
1. Base — 
a. The property included and exempt,— iWl property 
in the state^ real and personal, not expressly exempt, 
is subject to taxation. 

(1) "Real property," besides tlie land and improvements, includes 
mines, minerals, quarries, mineral springs, and wells, rights and privi- 
leges appertaining thereto: but certain real estate of railroads is treated 
as personal property. (See next paragraph.) 

(2) " Personal property " includes every tangible thing subject to own- 
ership not forming part of real estate; also all tax sale certificates, 
judgments, notes, bonds and mortgages, and all evidences of debt 
secured by lien on real estate; also the capital stock, undivided profits, 
and all other assets of every company, incorporated or unincorporated, 
and every share or interest in such stock, profit, or assets, provided the 
same is not included in other personal property subject to taxation or 
listed as the property of individuals; and also every share or interest 
in any vessel or boat used in navigating any of the waters within or 
bordering on this state, whetlier such vessel or boat shall be withiii the 
jurisdiction of the state or elsewhere; and also all "property" owned, 
leased, used, occupied, or employed by any raihvay or telegraph com- 
pany or corporation within the state, situate on the right of way of any 
railway. 

(3) Exemptions include, in addition to all public property (except 
land bid off for counties or cities at tax sales); churches; pai'sonages; 
public schools; cemeteries; scientific, literary, and benevolent associa- 
tions; the moneys and credits of universities, colleges, acadennes, or 
public schools; fire apparatus and buildings tlierefor; personal property 
to the extent of $200 for each family; w^earing apparel: pul)lic liV)raries; 
family libraries and school books up to $50; the meeting lial! of any 
post of the Grand Army of the Republic; money or other benefits of 
fraternal beneficiary societies; and the uniforms of officers and soldiers 
of the Kansas National Guard. 

h. Assessment, — There is but one assessment for 
state^ county, and municipal purposes, but the state 
and county roll after ecjualization may difl'er from the 
municipal roll. The assessment is begun by the local 
assessors and completed or assembled by the county 
clerk and refers to the 1st day of March, lieal ])rop- 
erty and improvements are assessed together in tlie 
even years, except for changes in improvements which 
are entered annually and except also that cities of 
the first and second classes may order an annual 
assessment of real estate. Personal property is 
assessed annuall}^, and all property, except enumer- 
ated classes which might thus escape taxation, is 
assessed in the township where it has its natural or its 
legal situs. 

Every person of full age and sound mind is required 
to furnish the assessor a sworn list of his property 
including the value, which, however, is not binding in 
any way on the assessor, who is to determine the true 
value in money from actual view and inspection of the 
property. 



Eefusal or failure to submit a sworn list subjects 
the taxpaj^er to a penal t}^ of an increase of 50 per cent, 
to be made b}^ the county clerk on the valuation as 
returned by the ass(^ssor. Submitting a false state- 
ment constitutes a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine 
not to exceed $50 and imprisomnent not to exceed 
ninety days, or both. In case of railroads the penalty 
is $1,000; in that of telegraph and telephone com- 
panies, it is $500 and $100 per day after March 20. 

Corporations in general are assessed as ari* natnral p(n"sons, except 
railroad, telegraph, and telephone companies, which an^ assessed by a 
state l)oard. 

Railroads, including car companies, are assessed by the state board 
of appraisers and assessors on the basis of a detailed statement as to 
amount, kind, and value of property, furnished by the companies, 
and tlie assessment so made is apportioned to the counties, cities, and 
townships through wliich the roads iiin, on an average valuation per 
mile. Tliis assessment covers only property necessarily used in con- 
nection witli the road, other property being assessed by tlie local 
assessors. 

Telegraph and telephone companies are assessed by the same i)()ard, 
and their valiuition is apportioned among the counties ordy on tlie 
basis of mileage. 

Banks aie nominally assessed upon their real estate only, the shares 
being assessed in the name of the stockholders, but the bank nuist 
pay the taxes on the slnii'es 

The shares of stock in corporations assessed upon tlieir capital or 
property are not assessed to the shareholders. 

Private bankers and building and loan associations are Jissessed on 
the monthly average of their capital and undivided profits. 

Kansas insurance companies ai'c assessed upon their property as 
other corporations, but other insurance* comj)aniespay a corporation tax. 

Mortgages are assessed as other ])rop(^rty. 

Merchants and manufacturers are assess<'d upon tluM'r average 
monthly holdings during the year and are recjinred to declare values 
only. 

Debts owing in good faith may be deducted from gross amount of 
credits. 

c. Equalization.— -The state l)oard of equalization 
equalizes the assessment as between the difTerent 
counties, by adding to or deducting from the assessment 
in each county such ti percentage as may be required, 
but it may not reduce the aggregate for the state. 

2. RMe— 

The state board of ecpialization fixes the rate for 
state purposes and apportions among the several 
counties the amount which each is required, by law, 
to raise. 

3. (olleetlon — 

Taxes for state purposes, as well as towiisliip and 
county taxes, are collected by the county ir(*asurers. 
Taxes l)ecome a lien on the property on November 1 in 
each yenr. They may be paid in two installments, 
one-half on or })efore Decend)er 20 and one-half on or 
l)efore Jime 20, but if the first installment is not paid 
when due, the whole tax becomes delincpient and may 
be collected at once, togetlier with a j)enalty of 5 per 
cent on the first installment. All taxes delintpient 
after June 20 involve an additional penalty of 5 per 
cent, but if a taxpayer pays botli installments in 
December, he receives a rebate of 5 per cent on the 
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second iostallinent. Delinquent taxes are collected 
by the sberifT by seizure and sale of property. 
II and III, Poll tax and inheyntance tax. 

There are no state poll or inheritance taxes. 
IV. forporation taxes. 

There are no corporation taxes other than tlie general 
property tax except the local tax on insurance com- 
|>anies. 

Mutual life insurance companies pay througli the sttue superintendent 
of insurance a license of $100 per annum. All insurance companies pay 
$55 for a certificate of authority; $50 amuially for filing annual state- 
ments, and $2 for each license granted an agent. Life insurance 
companies, not organized under tlie laws of tlie state, pay 1 cent 
per thousand insured for valuation of policies. All expenses of the 
insurance department over and above fees received are assessed on 
companies doing business in the state. ICverv insurance company, 
domestic or foreign, pays $.50 per annum to the school fund. There 
is also a retaliatorv'^ tax on companies of states which tax Kansas 
companies more heavily than Kansas does such insurance companies. 

B. FEES. 

For examination by the bank commissioners banks arc ol)liged to 
pay a fee graduated according to their caf)ital. 

Corporations, when receiving chaiters or autliority to do business in 
Kansas, pay a charter fee to the state treasurer for the })enefit of the 
state school fund — rates, one-tenth of 1 |)er cent on the Inst $100,(X)0 
of capital stock, one-twentieth of 1 per cent on tlie next $400,000, 
$200 for each $1,(X)0,(XX) or fraction thereof over $5(X),0(X); also fees 
for filing papers, etc. 

County Revexues. 
A. taxes. 

I. The general property tax. 

1. Base— 

a- and h. The property included and exempt, and the 
assessment. — The pro})erty included and the method of 
assessment are the same for the county as for the state. 

e. K(pi(dizatio7i.'~-T\\x^ coiuity^ l)oard of e([iuilization 
ecjualizes the assessments of all the taxpayers of the 
coimty so as to make such assessments conform to the 
true moTH^y \ ahie of their property. 

2. Rate 

The coimty connnissioners determine the amount of 
money to Ix^ raised for county purposes, and the county 
clerk com|)utes (he rate on each $100 of assessed valua- 
tion necessary to i-aisc tlie amount, subject, however, 
to the followino; liuntations: 

In counties where assessed valuation is $5,fKX),(XX) or less, not more 
than 1 per cent; over $5,()00,tK)() but not over $6,(XX),0(X), not more 
than 8| mills; over $(),0(X),()(X) but not .)\-er $7,(XX),0(X), not more than 
1\ mills; over $7,0(X),(XX) but not ovei JSS,()00.(XX), not more than 6| 
mills; over |8,(XX),()(X) but not o\'er $<)XM)0,()()0, not more than 5f 
mills; ov(M- $9,0(X),(XW, not more tlmn I per cent. 

Th(^se rates may be exceeded when so voted by the 
people. 

3. (JoUfdhon — 

County taxes are collected, as are state and township 
tax(*s, by the county treasurer. 



II, III, and IV. Poll tax, inJieritance tax, and corpora- 
tion taxes. 
The counties levy no poll tax, there is no inheritance 
tax, and they receive no part directly of the special 
corporation taxes which are assessed against insurance 
companies. 

V. Business taxes and licenses. 

Ferry license rates may be fixed l)y county commisaione. s, $10 to 
$.500. 

Druggists who sell spirits for medical, scientific, or mechanical pur- 
poses pay an annual fee of $5. 

MlTNIClPAL Re V ENUES . 
A. TAXES. 

I. The general property tax. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the assessment and equali- 
zation are practically the same as for state and county 
purposes. Local taxes are levied on the assessment roll 
as equalized by the county board without necessarily 
being corrected for state equalization. The property 
of telegraph and telephone companies, except their 
local real estate, is not apportioned below the counties^ 
as there is no mtmicipal tax on such companies. 

2. Rate— 

The rate expressed as a percentage, or in mills on the 
dollar, is fixed by the mayor and councilmen in cities, 
by the trustees in townsliips (witli the concini-ence of 
the count}^ commissioners), or in cities winch consti- 
tute school districts and in school districts, by the 
boards of education and school })oards. 

In cities of the first class the rate is not to exceed () mills on the 
dollar for the general fund; 6 mills for general improvements, except- 
ing improvements for which special assessments are levied (debt 
charges are not included in these limits); nor for all taxes together, 
exclusive of school, waterworks, svwvr, and special improvement taxes, 
2 per cent. A tax not to exceed 2 mills may Ix^ levied for water supply. 

In cities of the second class tlie rate for general I'c venue may not 
excecul 10 mills on tlie dollar; for general improvements, 5 mills: nor 
for all taxes together, exclusiie of school taxes, 4 per cent. 

In cities of tlie third class tlie rate limits are the same as for the 
second class, except that for general improvements, which is 10 mills, 
and there may also be a tax not to exceed 3 mills for parks. 

For school purposes, the inhabitants of school districts may vote a 
tax up to 2 per cent. In cities of class 1 under 30,000 inhabitants the 
school tax may not exceed 8 mills; over 30,000, 12 mills, plus 3 mills 
for buildings; in cities of class 2, 1,5 mills; class 3, 2 per cent. 

?). CoUectionr— 
Municipal taxes are collected by the county t reasurer. 

II. Poll tax. 

In townships all males 21 to 45 years of age who 
liave resided in the state thirty days, who are capa})le 
of ])erforming labor on the public highways, and are 
not a township charge, are liable each year to per- 
form two (lays' work of eight hours each on the public 
roads, under the direction of the road overseer within 
wlios(^ district they may respectively reside, or furnish 
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a substitute to do the same, or pay the sum of $1.15 
per day to the road overseer. 

Cities of the first class are road districts, and the 
same provisions apply in general except that the day 
is ten hours and the tax is collected by the street com- 
missioners. 

Cities of the second and third classes may levy a poll 
tax, not exceeding $1, on all able-bodied males be- 
tween 21 and 50 3^ears of age. 

III. Inheritance tax. 

There is no inheritance tax. 

IV. Corporation taxes. 

Municipalities are benefited by a tax on fire insurance companies. 
Such companies organized under the laws of other States of the United 
States pay 2 per cent on premiums received in incorporated cities in 
Kansas, which maintain a legularly organized fire department under 
the control of the maj'or and council of such cities. Fire insurance 
companies organized under the laws of foreign companies pay a similar 
tax of 4 per cent. This tax is paid to the superintendent of insurance, 



and is by him paid to tlie lirenunrs relief associations of the several 
cities in which collected. It appears among the receipts from business 
taxes in such cities. 

V. Business taxes and licenses. 

In cities of the first class the mayor and councilmen 
have power to license and tax ^^any and all callings, 
trades, professions, and occupations" within the city 
limits. There is a long list of specified callings and 
objects which may be licensed. They may also tax the 
owners and harborers of dogs. 

In cities of the second class the power to license is 
limited to the specified callings, the list being prac- 
tically the same as for cities of the first class; there is 
also a dog tax. 

In cities of the third class the list is similar but 
briefer; these cities may also levy the dog tax. 

Billiard and pool tables and bowling alleys outside the cities pay not 
less than $50 to the townsliips. 



KENTUCKY. 



Explanatory notes. — The revenue laws of Kentucky were revised 
by a statute which went into (effect on ^larch 29, 1902. The census year 
in this state is July 1, 1902, to June 30, 1903. The assessment of prop- 
erty is made as of September 15 in each year, t^ixes are due after the 1st 
of March and delinquent after tlie 1st of December. Tlie larger psut of 
the property taxes collected during the fiscal year nX)2-3 were therefore 
from the assessment made in September, 1901, under the old law. 
Licenses and certain other revenues came under the new law. 

By an amendment to-the constitution, adopted.in Novembin-, lfK)3, the 
legislature was authorized to enact laws permitting all cities and towns 
in the state to substitute for numicipal purposes a tax based on income, 
licenses, and franchises in lieu of an ad \'alorem tax on personal property. 
The legislature passed sucli an act on March 18, nX)4. 

The revenue system of Kentucky is that of a general 
property tax largely supplemented by license taxes. 
There are no special corporation taxes excej)! on for- 
eign insurance companies, but there is a heavy organi- 
zation tax on corporations, and the special franchises 
of public service corporations are assessed by a state 
board. There is no inheritance tax. 

A special feature of the Kentucky system is that the 
auditor may appoint revenue agents in each county to 
assess property omitted from the rolls and to l)ring in 
taxes which would otherwise be evaded. They receive 
a commission of 20 per cent on all taxes they collect. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS . 

Sec. 59. The general asseml)ly shall not pass local nor special acts con- 
cerning any of the following subjects, nor for any of the following pur- 
poses, namely : 

* * * 1.5. To authorize or to regulate the h\y, the assessment, or 
the collection of taxes, * * *. 

Sec. 157. The tax rate of cities, towns, counties, taxing districts, and 
other municipalities, for other than school purpos(^s, shall not, at any 



iThis compilation is derived maiidy from the following sources: 
The Kentucky Statutes, second edition, prepared by John D. Carroll, 
1899. 
The Session Laws of 1900. 
The Session Laws of 1902. 



time, (\xce(^d the following rates upon the value of the taxable property 
tlierein, viz: For all towns or cities liaving a population of fifteen thou- 
sand or more, one dollar and fifty cents on the hundred dollars; for all 
towns or cities having less tlian iifteen thousand and not less than t(^n 
thousand, one dollar on the hundred dollars; for all towns or cities hav- 
ing l{\ss than ten thousand, sev(*nty-liv(> cents on the hundred dollars; 
and for counties and taxing districts, fifty cents on the hundred dollai's; 
uidess it should be necessary to enable such city, town, county, or tax- 
ing di.strict to pay the interest on, and provide a sinking fund for the 
extinction of indebtedness contracted l>efore the adoption of this con- 
stitution. 

Sec. 170. There shall be (^xempt from taxation puf)lic prop(*rty used 
for public purposes; j)laces actually used for religious worship, with the 
grounds attached then^to and used and appurtenant to house of wor- 
sliip, not exceeding om^-half acre in citi(\s or towns, and not exceeding 
two acres in the country; ])laces of })urial not held for j)rivat(> or cor- 
porate })rofit, institutions of purt^ly j)ul)lic charity, and institutions of 
education not used or employed for gain by any person or corporation, 
iuid tln^ income of which is dt^voted solely to the cause of education; 
public librari(^s, their endowments, and the income of such pro|)erty as 
is used exclusively for their maintenance; all parsonages or residences 
owned by any religious society, and occupied as a lionu^ and for no othcT 
purpose, by the minister of ariy religion, with not exceeding one-lndf 
acre of ground in towns and cit ies and two acres of groimd in the coimtry 
appurtemmt therc^to; household goods and other personal property of a 
person with a family, not exceeding two hundred and fifty dollars in 
value; crops grown in the year in which the assessment is niad(% and in 
the hands of the producer; and all laws exempting or conunuting prop- 
erty from taxation oth(>r tliati the property above mentioned shall be 
void. The general ass<'nd)ly may authorize any incorporated citv or 
town to exempt manufacturing establishments from rnunici|»al taxation, 
for a period not exceeding five yi^ars, as an inducement to t heir location. 

Se(". 171. Tlie genc^ral assembly sliall provide by law an anmnil tax, 
which, with other resources, shall be sufhcient to defray the estimated 
expenses of tlie coimnonwealth foi' each fiscal year. Tax(\s shall be 
l(n'i(>d and collected for public purposes only. They shall be uniform 
upon all property suf)ject to taxation within the territorial limits of the 
authority levying the tax; and all taxes shall be levied and collected by 
general laws. 

Sec. 172. All property, not exenipted from taxation by this constitu- 
tion, shall be assessed for taxation at its fair cash value, estimated at tlie 
piice it would bring at a fail' xoluntary sale; and any officer, or othei 
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person authorized to assess values for taxation, who shall conunit any 
willful error in the performance of Iiis duty, sliall be deemed guilty of 
misfeasance^, and upon conviction thereof sliall forfeit his oflice, and be 
otherwise punished, as may be provided by law. 

Sec;. 174. All property, whether owned by natural persons or corpo- 
rations, shall l)e taxed in proportion to its value, unless exempted by 
this constitution; and all corporate property shall pay the same rate 
o( taxation as is paid by individual property. Nothin*^ in this constitu- 
tion shall be construed to prevent the general assembly from providing 
for taxation based on income, licenses, or franchis<'s. 

Sec. 175. The power to tax property shall not }>c surrendered or sus- 
pended by any contract or grant to which the conuTionwealth sliall be a 
party. 

Sec. 180. The general assembly may authorize^ the counties, cities, 
or towns to levy a poll tax not exceeding one dolhir and fifty cents per 
head. * * * 

Sec. 181. (Provides that the general assembly shall not levy taxes or 
licenses for counties and municipalities, but may autltorize them to do so.) 

Sec. 182. Nothing in this constitution shall be construed to prevent 
the general assembly from providing, by law, how railroads and railroad 
property sliall be assessed and how taxes thereon shall be collected, 
Andj until otherwise provided, tlie present law on said subject sliall 
remain in force. 

OFFICERS. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are: 

(1) A county assessor in each county, elected for a term of four 
years and not eligible for reelection. 

(2) The city assessors: In cities of the first class, elected by the gen- 
eral council for four years; in cities of the second class, elected l)y the 
voters for four years; in cities of the third class, elected by the council 
for two 3^ears: in cities of the fourth class, appointed by the council 
or elected for four years; in cities of the fifth class, appointed by the 
council for two years: in cities of the sixth class, appointed by the 
trustees for two years. 

(3) The sheriff, who is county tax collector. 

(4) The city tax collectors: In cities of the first class, a tax receiver, 
elected for four years; in cities of the second class, the treasurei-, who 
collects taxes; in cities of the third class, a tax collector, elected annually 
by th(^. council; in cities of the fourth class, a tax collector, appointed 
for two years by the council; in cities of the fifth class, tli(> marshal, 
wfio collcK'ts taxes; in cities of the sixth class, the marshal, who col- 
lects taxes. 

fo) The county board of supervi.sors of taxes (not a goverrn'ng or 
l(^gishi(iv<' body), g(Miei-ally ol" five inond)ers, appointed by ilie count v 
judge each year. In counties where tluM'e are citi(\s of the firsi and 
second class(>s three additional, and in those wheie there aic cities ol' 
the third and fourth classes, two additional memlxM's ai(^ af)pointe{l. 
This board a<'t^ as n board of review and e(jualizes the as.scssment as 
between indi\ i<hials. 

(()) The city boards of e(|ualization: In cifi(\s of the lirsi class, a 
board of eciualization of th!(M> ptMsons, elected aiuiually by the board 
of aldermen; in cities of tht^ second class, a. board of eipiahzation of 
three persons, appointed atuundly by the mayor with the consent of 
the general council; in cities of the third class, a board of tax suf)er- 
visors uf three persons, appointed annually by the mayor: in cities of 
tlie fourth class, three supervisors of taxc^. appointed annually by the 
board of council: in citi<\s of the llflh clas<. .) board of equalization of 
threo p(>rsons, ai)])ointed annually by tlie ci!y council; in cities of the 
sixth class, u board of ecjualization of thre(* ix'tsotis, a[)pointed annually 
by the boa id of trustees. 

(7) Th(^ ^tate itoard of e(pialization of assessments, composed of one 
person from (^ach appellate district in the stale, a]i})oi!Ued by the gov- 
ernor, together N\ith the auditor of public accounts. The term is two 
years. 



(8) Revenue agents: One in each county may be appointed by the 
auditor of public accounts, with powers to search for and assess prop- 
erty omitted from the assessment rolls. He receiyes a commission of 
20 per cent of the taxes recovered, which is levied as a penalty in addi- 
tion to the taxes. The total amount must not exceed $5,000 per annum. 

State Reyenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general property tax, 
1. Base— 
a. The property included and exempt. — '^All real and 
personal estate within this state^ and all personal 
estate of persons residing in this state, and of all cor- 
porations organized under the laA\^s of this state, 
whether the property be in or out of this state, includ- 
ing intangible property, which shall be considered 
and estimated in fixing the value of corporate fran- 
chises as hereinafter provided, shall be subject to 
taxation unless exempt by the constitution.'' 

(1) "Real estate'' includes all lands and improvements. 

(2) '' Personal estate '' includes every other species and character of 
property — that which is tangible as well as that which is intangible. 

The franchises of corporations having any special or exclusive privi- 
leges not allowed by law to natural persons, or performing any public 
service, are taxable. 

Mortgages are taxable as personal property. No deduction on accoinit 
of mortgages is allowed on the assessed value of land. 

Shares of stock in corporations taxed upon their franchises are not 
taxed, but shares of stock in national banks are taxed to the stock- 
holders and the banks are not taxed. 

(3) For the list of exemptions^ see Constitution, section 170. Noth- 
ing else may l)e exeinpted. 

h. Assessment, — The assessment of property for 
taxation is made by the local assessors, except rail- 
road property, assessed by the railroad commission, 
and the franchises of certain corporations, and dis- 
tilled spirits, which are assessed by the state board of 
valuations and assessuients. 

Each taxpayer is required to make to the assessor a 
statement uuder oath of liis ])roperty and its fair cash 
value. The assessor, however, is not bound by such 
statement, but is required to fix the value himself. 

The assessment refers to the 15th day of September 
and is completed by the 1st of January, Rendering 
a false statement is treated as a misdemeanor, subject 
to a fine of not over $500 and to the additional pen- 
alty of three times the amount of the tax otherwise 
(hie. Refusal to list ])roperty is sul)ject to a fme of 
not over $100. 

Railroad property is returned to the state auditor and tlie returns 
so made are reviewed by the lailroad commission. The assessment is 
by the unit rule and apportioned on a mileage liasis. 

The franchise of every railroad company or corporation, and 
e\'(^ry incorporated bank, trust company, guarantee or security com- 
pany, gas company, waivv company, ferry company, bridge company, 
strtH't railway company, express company, electric light company, elec- 
tric power company, telegraph company, press dispatcli company, 
telephone company^ turnpike company, palace car company, dining 
car company, sleeping car company, chair car compan}^, and every 
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other like company, corporation, or association having any special or 
exclusive privilege or franchise not allowed by law to natural persons, 
or performing any public service, is assessed by a l)oard of valuation 
and assessment composed of the auditor, treasurer, and secretary of 
state, on the l>asis of sworn returns from the officers of the company. 
Tlie valuation is based upon tlie market ^alue of the capital stock and 
apportioned, wlien business is done in more than one state, in propor- 
tion to gross earnings. 

When persons, or associations not incorporated, engage in any similar 
business, they are to be assessed for a franchise in tlu^ same manner. 

The assessments so made are apportioned among tlu* counties, cities, 
towns, and taxing districts in the state. In the case of carriers and the 
lik(> this is doru^ on the basis of mileage. In other cases it is done as 
nearly as may be according to the location of the property. 

The assessm(»nt of turnpike road franchises is made in a niamier simi- 
lar to the above by the county supervisors in each county in which tlie 
road lies. 

Distilled spirits in any bondcnl warehouse are also assessed by the board 
of valuations and assessments. 

Property not listed l)y the assessor or by the boaixi of supervisors of 
taxes may be listed by the slierifV or by the auditor of icvc^nuf^ agents. 

Individual stockholders in corporations above enum(*rat(Hl are not as- 
sessed upon their shares, except stockholders in national l)anks. 

The ass(?ssor is paid for his services by commissions: 4 cents on each 
$100 of the first $1,000,000 and 1| cents on each $100 of the excess over 
$1,000,000, but not to exceed $4,000 in any one year. In counties 
where the assessed value exceeds $38,000,000 the assessor is allowed as 
compensation for deputies $1,000 for each $7,500,000 in excess of 
$38,000,000. In counties where the assessment does not exceed 
$1,000,000 the assessor is allowed 4J cents per $100. 

c. Equalization. — The county board of supervisors of 
taxes acts as a board of review, with power to raise or 
lower any Hst and correct errors in assessment bool^, 
but it may not add property that has wholly escaped 
assessment, that being done by the sheriff or auditor's 
agent. It also, hears and passes on complaints. An 
appeal lies to the county court. 

The state board of equalization equalizes between 
counties. It is to ascertain the value of real estate 
from the recorded transfers, and is to take 70 per cent 
of such values as the basis for raising or lowering the 
assessment returned in each county. The assessment 
of personal [property is raised or lowered in the same 
proportion as the assessment of real property. 

2. Rate— 

The rate of taxation for state purposes is fixed by 
statute and changed only by legislative enactment. 

In 1897 it was fixed at 52^ cents for the next three years, when it was 
to become 47^ cents on each $1(X) of valuation. In ltX)2 it was fixed at 
50 cents. 

3. Collection — 

All taxes — state, county, and district — are collected 
by the sheriff between March 1 and November 1. The 
taxes are due on and after March 1, and become de- 
hnquent on December 1, when 6 per cent penalty is 
added. The sheriff is required to pay a 6 per cent 
penalty on all taxes not collected by him prior to Jan- 
uary 1. On and after March 1 he has power, after de- 
mand, to collect by distraint, and real estate may l)e 
sold if no personalty be found. 

The sheriff is paid by commissions: 10 per cent on the first $5,000 
and 4 per cent on the residue. 



II and III. Poll tax and inJieritance tax. 
There are no state poll or inheritance taxes. 

IV. Corporation tdxes. 

Most corporations are taxed under the general prop- 
erty tax. But the tax on the franchise of certain 
general classes of ])ublic service corporations, while 
strictly a part of the pro])erty tax, is in a sense analo- 
gous to a special corporation tax. (See wState revenues, 
A, I. 1 ?>, above.) 

Every corporation is required to pay an ^^organiza- 
tion tax" of 1 per cent on the authorized ca|)ital stock 
at the time of organization, and upon each increase of 
the capital. This tax is so much larger than the fees 
usually required for granting charters that it is classed 
here rather than under ^'fees." It is, however, not a 
recurrent tax and reseml)les a fee. 

Life insurance and gmifantee companies, foreign, other than fraternai, 
pay 2 per cent on premiums received in the state; foreign building and 
loan associations, 2 per cent on gross receipts: and foreign insurance 
companies, otlier than life, 2 per cent on premiums received in the state. 
D<Mnestic insurance companies are taxed on their property, including 
their franchises. 

V. Business taxes and licenses. 

State licenses are issued by the county clerks, ex- 
cept liquor licenses, whicli are granted by the county 
court. 

The rates given here are those of the law of 1902: 

Tavern or hotel, per annum, $10; tavern or liotel selling malt liquor, 
per annum, $60; tavern or hotel selling vinous liquor, per annum, $110; 
tavern or hotel selling spirituous and other liquor, per annum, $235; to 
retail malt liquor, per annum, $.50; to n^tail spirituous and vinous liq- 
uors, per annum, $100; to retail })laying cards, per annum, $10; to retail 
pistols, per annum, $1(X); to retail bowie knives, dirks, biass knuckles, 
per annum, $1(K); pawnbrokers, per annum, $,5(X); trading stamp com- 
panies, each county, pen- annum, $10; bowling alleys in counties over 
25,000, per annum, $50; bowling alleys in counties under 25,0(X}, per 
annum, $25; distillers, per annum, $ltK); manufacturers of vinous liq- 
uors, per annum, $-50; merchants selling licjuor, per annum, $100; drug- 
gists selling liquor, per annum, $75; circuses, etc., per hundred voters 
in county and per exhibition, $1, not to (exceed per exhibition $.50; side 
shows, one-half rat(^ ; tol)acco factories with products less than $100,(K)0, 
per $1 ,000, $1 ; tobacco factoric^s with products in excess of $100,(X)0, per 
$1 ,0(K), .50 cents ; cigart^ttes, per $ 1 ,(XK) of products, $2..50 ; slaughterhous(^s, 
packing houses, (^tc., on value of products, one-half of 1 percent; retail- 
ing cigarettes, per animm, $10; wholesjding cigarettes, per annum, $1(X); 
oil depots, per annum, $10; r(>tailing oil, per annum, $5; foreign manu- 
facturers and dealf^rs in cigar(^tt(\s on sale in state, per $1,000, $5; on 
standing stud-horse, jack, orbidl for service, a sum equal to tlu^ highest 
price charg(Hl, whether for the season or for issuance; peddlers for entire 
stat(^-"~one person, two-horse wagon, per annum, $50; one person, one- 
horse wagon, p(T annum, $40; one person, horseback, per annum, $.30; 
one person, on foot, per annum, $20; itiiuTant vendors, }>er annum, $1(X); 
each assistant, ]wv annum, $1(X); peddlers in one county only, one- 
quarter rates; p(Hldlei's of lightning rods and patent liglits, doul)le rates; 
r(>ctifiers of single stamp spirits whose sales aggregat*' .5(X) barrels or 
less, per annum, $UX); sales ,5(X) to 1,(KX) barivls, per arnnnn, $2(X); sales 
over 1,(KX) barrels, p(M- amnim, $.300; breweries, })ei- annum, $2(X); agen- 
cies of brrnveiies, per amumi, $25; wliolesale dealers in wines, ales, and 
mineral waters, per annum, $2(X). 

n. 1 KES. 

B}' the commissioner of insurance. Filing charter, $30; fihng annual 
statement, $25; agent's license other than life companies, $3; agent's 
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license, life coiiipanies, $n: ;^gpnt's liceiis(\, industnal life, $2; declara- 
tion of intention to fornt company, $30: supplemental stateni(>nt, $25. 
In plaee of the nsna! f(H>s for ineorporation all eorporations pay an 
organizat inn tijx of 1 pe!' c(*nt on their capital. (See under- Stat(^ reve- 
nues, A, \\\ jd)ovc.) 

CoiTNTY Revenues. 



I 



A. TAXES. 

The general p^'operiy tax. 

1. Base-^- 

Tlie property included and tlio inetliod of assess- 
ment and of equalization are the sauie for coimty as 
for state taxation. 

2. Rate— 

The rate is fixed l)y the fiscal ('ourt of eat'h county. 
It may not exceed 50 cents on eat'li $100 of assessed 
valuation, except to cover debt charo:{\s. 

3. Oolleefion- 

Taxes for county purposes are collected as are state 
taxes. 
II. Poll tax. 

(The fact is here noted that poll taxes are levied by 
counties both in the shape of a money levy of $1 per 
capita for roads and bridges^ and also of work on the 
roads. The county fiscal court nniy re(|uire six days 
of labor from each able-bodied male in the county out- 
side of cities and towns, and they may pay for their 
labor or not in their discretion. The amount of poll 
taxes collected in 1902 by counties for road purposes, 
plus the amount of labor performed, was reported of a 
value of $640,000 for the state.) 
Ill and IV. Inheritance tax and corporation taxes. 

There are no inheritance or special corporation 
taxes. 

V. Business taxes and licenses. 

The counties do not receive any revenues from busi- 
ness taxes or licenses. 

Municipal Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general property tax, 
1, Base — 

a. The property included eind exempt. — The property 
included is sul)stantially the same as for state taxation, | 
except that numicipalities may exempt manufacturing | 
establisliments for a tt^rm not exceeding five years. 

b. Assessntertt. -The assessment for municipal pur- 
poses is made by assessors, elected in the diflferent 



cities, practically the same as for state taxation. But 
cities have an independent valuation. 

c. Egualization. — Cities may have their own board 
of equalization. (See list of ofhcers.) 

2, Rate-- 

For limitation of the rates which may be levied, see 
constitution, section 157. 

In gt^neral the levy is made by the council or trus- 
tees. 

in eities of the lirst, second, third, and foiirtli classes the additional 
levy for school purposes may not exceed o() cents per $1(X) of assess'^^ 
valuation. Tn cities of the fifth class the rate is limited to 7o centa 
and in cities of the sixth class to .50 cents per $1(X) of assessed valuation. 

3. (JoUectiofi— 

The metliod is essentially the same as for state tax- 
ation. 

II. Poll tax. 

In all cities the council or other legislative authority 
has pow er to levy a poll tax on all adult males of not 
to exceed $1.50. 

III. Inheritance tax. 

There is no inheritance tax. 

IV. Corporation taxes. 

Corporations generally are taxed on their property 
and franchises for mmiicipal in the same manner as 
for state purposes. In cities of the first class, street rail- 
way, telephone, and gas and electric light plants may be 
taxed from 2 J to 3 J per cent on their gross receipts, 
the assessment being made by the state board. 

V. Business taxes and licenses. 

Liquor licenses in cities are not less than $150 nor 
more than $1,000. The common council or other 
legislative authority may in cities of all classes im- 
pose license fees on stock used for breeding purposes; 
or on franchises, trades, occupations, and professions- 

School Revenues. 

The school funds are provided by interest upon 
obligations continvied by the commonwealth and by a 
state tax of 22 cents on each $100 of assessed valua- 
tion of property. Special taxes both on polls and on 
property for buildings, etc., may be voted in the dis- 
tricts, and the same proportion of all fees, fines, for- 
feitures, and licenses as the taxes for schools bear to 
all taxes is also paid into the school fund. 



LOUISIANA. 



Louisiana has a revenue system composed of the 
geiun-al ])roperty tax and an extensive list of license 
taxes. The characteristic feature of the system is the 
complete uniformity of state and local taxation. 
The constitution of 1898 embodied nearly all of the 
important provisions of the revenue law^s. 

^ This compilation is derived mainly from the Constitution and Re- 
vised Laws of Louisiana, by Solomon Wholf ; second edition, UK)4. 



CONSTrrUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 



Art. 48. The general assembly shall not pass any local or special 
law on the following specified subjects: 

:is * * :f: ;j: * ^ 

Sec. 16. Exempting property from taxation. 

Akt. 198. No person k^ss than sixty years of age sliall be permitted 
to vote at any election in this state who shall not * * * have 
paid, on or before the thirty-first day of December of each year, for 
the two years preceding the year in which he offers to vote, a poll tax 
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of one dollar por annum, to be used exclusively in aid of the public 
schools of the parish in whieli such tax shall have l)een collected, 
which tax is hereby imposed on every male resident of this state be- 
tween the ages of twenty-one and sixty years. Poll taxes shall be a 
lien only upon assessed property, and no process shall issue to enforce 
collection of the same except against assessc^i property. 

Art. 224. The taxing power may be exercised by the general assem- 
bly for state purposes, and by parishes and numicipal coiporations and 
public boards, under authority granted to them by the general assem- 
bly, for parish, municipal, and local purposes strictly pid)lic in their 
character. 

Art. 225. Taxation shall be ecjual and uniform throughout the ter- 
ritorial limits of the autliority l(n-ying the tax, and all property shall 
be taxed in proportion to its value, to be ascertained as directed by 
law: Provided, The ass{\ssment of all propei-ty shall nevei exceed the 
actual casli value thereof: And pfovided fiiriher, That the taxpayers 
shall have the right of testing the corj^ectness of their assessments 
before the courts of justice. In order to arri\c at this equality and 
uniformity, the general assembly shall, at its lirst session after the 
adoption of this constitution, provide a system of Cfjuality and uni- 
formity in assessments, based upon the rc^lalis'c valuc^ of property in 
the different portions of the state. The valuations put upon property 
for the purposes of state taxation shall be taken as the proper valua- 
tion for purposes of local taxation in every subdixision of the state. 

Art. 226. There sluiU b(^ and is herel)y, creat(Ml a state l)oard of 
appraisers, whose duty it shall be to assess the prop(M-ty belonging to 
corporations, associations, and individuals employed in railway, tele- 
graph, telephone, sleeping car, and express business throughout the 
state of Ijouisiana, winch board of appraisers shall be comj^osed of tlie 
auditor and other members corresponding in number to the congres- 
sional districts of the state, to be elected by the governor, treasurer, 
attorney -general, and secretary of state, one member frc^meach congres- 
sional district, for the term of four years, and the general assembly 
shall fix the compensation of said board. (As amended in l',K)2: for- 
merly read "property employed by," and providtnl six members, 
elected as above.) 

Art. 227. The taxing power shall be exercised only to carry on and 
maintain the government of the state and the public institutions 
thereof, to educate the children of the state, to preserve the public 
health, to pay the principal and interest of the public debt, to sup- 
press insurrection, to repel invasion or defend the state in time of 
war, to provide pensions for indigent Confederate soldiers and sailors 
and their widows, to establisli markers or monuments upon the battle- 
fields of the country commemorative of the services of Louisiana sol- 
diers on such fields, to maintain a memorial hall in New Ork^ans for 
the collection and preservation of relics and memorials of the late Civil 
War, and for levee purposes, as hereinafter provided. 

Art. 228. The power to tax corporations and corporate property 
shall never be surrendered nor suspended by act of the general assembly. 

Art. 229. The general assembly aiay levy a license tax, and in such 
case shall graduate the amount of sucli tax to be collected from the per- 
sons pursuing the several trades, professions, vocations, and callings. 
All persons, associations of persons, and corporations pursuing any trade, 
profession, business, or calling, may be rendered liable to such tax, 
except clerks, laborers, clergymen, school teachers, tliose engaged in 
mechanical, agricultural, horticultural, and mining pursuits and manu- 
facturers other than those of distilled, alcoholic, or malt licjuors, to- 
bacco, cigars, and cottonseed oil. No political corporation shall im- 
pose a greater license tax than is imposed by the general assembly for 
state purposes. This restriction shall not apply to dealers in distilled, 
alcoholic, or malt liquors. 

The general assembly shall have authority to pro\ide tliat munici- 
palities levying license taxes equal in- amount to those levietl by police 
juries for parochial purposes, shall l)e exempted from the payment of 
such parochial licenses. 

Art. 230. The following shall l)e exempt from taxation and no other, 
viz: All public property ; places of religious worship nr Injrial; the rec- 
tories and parsonages of churches and grounds thereunto appurtenant, 



used exclusively as residences foi- the ministers in charge of such 
churches; all charitable institutions: all buildings and property used 
exclusive!}^ for public nionunicnts or historical collections, colleges, and 
other school purposes; the vvnl and jx-rsonal {\state of any public library, 
and that of any other library association used by oi' connected with such 
library; all books and philosojjhiciil ap|)aiatus, and all paintings and 
statuary of any comi)any oi' association k(^pt in a i)ul)]ic hall; Provided, 
Tliat the property so exemptcMl be not Ic^ased I'oi- ])ur})oses of private or 
corporate profit or income. There shall also bi^ (Exempted from taxation 
liousehold property to the value of live hundred dollars. Thei'e shall 
also be exempt from parochial or numicipal taxation for a peiiod of ion 
■ years from the 1st of January, 1900, the capital, machinery, and other 
property emplo^^ed in nrining operations, and in tlic mamifacture of 
textile fabrics, yarns, rope, cordage, leather, shoes, liai'noss. saddkuy, 
i hats, clothing, flour, machineiy, artick^s of tin, copper, and slicet iron, 
agricultural implements, and furniture and otlu^i artick^sof wood, inarl)le, 
oi- stone: soap, stationeiy, ink ami paper, l)oat Iniildiug, and hMlilizcM's 
and chemicals; provided, that not less tlum five hands ar(> (Muploycd in 
anyone fac'tory: Provide(//Yhni nothing herein contained shall affect the 
exemption provided for by the existing constituticmal piovisions. (As 
amended in 1902. The additions were the nu'toiies and parsonages.) 

There shall also be exempt from taxation for a period often years fi'oni 
the date of its completion any railroad or part of sucli railroad that may 
hereafter be constructed and completed prior to January 1, 1904: Pro- 
vided, That when aid has heretofoi'e been voted by any parish, ward, or 
numi(*ii)ality to any railroad not yet constructed, such railroad shall 
not be entitled to the exemption from taxation herein established, 
vmless it waives and relincjuishes such aid or consents to a resubmission 
of the (juestion of granting such aid to the vote of the prt)perty tax- 
payers of the parish, ward, or municipality which has voted the same, 
if one-third of such taxpayers ])etition for the same within six montfis 
after the adoption of this constitution. 

And provided further, That this exemption shall not apply to double 
tracks, sidings, switches, depots, or other improvements or betterments, 
which may be constructed by railroads now in operation within this 
state, other tlum extensions or new lines constructed by such railroads; 
nor shall the exemption liereimibove granted apf)ly to any railroad or 
part of such railroad, the construction of which was begun and the road- 
bed of which was substantially completed at the date of tlu^ adoption of 
tliis constitution. 

The property or real estate Ixdonging to any military organization of 
the state of Louisiana which is used by th(» State National Guard or 
militia for military purposes, such as arsenals or armories, while so used, 
shall l)e exempt from taxation. 

Art, 231. The general assend)ly shall levy an annual poll tax of one 
dollar upcm every nnile inhabitant in tlie state between the ages of 
twenty-one and sixty years, foi' th(^ maintenance of the public schools in 
the parishes where collected. 

Art. 232. The state tax on property for all purposes whatever, includ- 
ing expenses of government, schools, levees, and interest, shall not 
exceed, in any one year, six mills on the dollar of its assessed valuation, 
and, except as otherwise provided in this constitution, no parish, numic- 
ipal or public board tax for all purposes whatsoever, shall exceed in any 
one year ten mills on the dollar of valuation: Provided, That for giving 
additional support to the i)ublic schools, and for the purpose of er<Ht ing 
and constructing pul)lic buildings, public schoolhouses, bridges, wharves, 
leve(»s, sewerage work, and other works of permanent j)ublic irii|)rove- 
ment, the title to which shall be in the public, any j)aiish, numicipal 
corporation, ward, or school district may levy a special tax in excess of 
said limitation, whenever the rate of such increase and the nund>er of 
years it is to be levied and the purpose oi ])urposes for which th(» tax 
i is inti^nded, shall have been submitted to a \ote of the property tax- 
I payers of su('h parish, municipality, ward, or school district entitled to 
' vote under the election laws of the state, and a majority of the same 
; in numbers, and in value, voting at such (dection shall have voted 
therefor. 

Art. 233. (Provides for the sale of y)roperty for delinquent taxes, for 
its redemption, and for the linu'tation of actions therefor, etc.) 
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Art. 234. Tlie tax hIiuJI bo desitrnated [)y the year in whicli it is col- 
lectible, and the tax on fnovahle property shall be collected in the year ; 
in whicli th<' ussessincnf is made. I 

Art. 23/). T!ie le«^islature shall have power to levy solely for the sup- i 
port of tfic i)uf)lic schools, a tax upon inheritances, le<2:acics, and dona- 
tions. Proviiled, Tlud no direct inheritance, or donation, to an ascend- 
ant or descendaitt, iielow ten thousand dollars in amount or value shall 
Ix' so {axed: Provided further. That no such tax shall exceed three per 
cenf I'oi* direct inheritances and donations <o ascendants or descend- ; 
ants, and ten per cent for collateral inheritances, and donations to col- 
laterals or strangers: Provided, That l)e(juests to educational, religious, 
or charitable institutions shall be exempt from this tax. 

Art. 236. The tax provided for in thi- precc^ding article shall not be : 
enforced when the property donated or inherited shall have borne its ; 
just proportion of taxes piior to tiie time of such dttnation or inheri- i 
tance. I 

Art. 238. (Provides for a one-mill tax f(.)i' Icvcm^s. j | 

Art. 239. (Provides for lev(>e districts and a t(Mi-mill tax on proDcrty i 
therein.) i 

Art. 242. Corporations, companies, or associations organized or | 
domiciled out of the state, but doing business therein, may l)e licensed ; 
and taxed by a mode dilferent from that provided foi- home cor[)orations : 
or companit's; pi'ovided .said different mode of licenses sliall l)e uniform, ! 
upon a graduated system, and said diHerent mode of taxation shall be j 
ecjual and uniform as to all such corporations, comj)anics, or associations 
that transact tlu^ sanu^ kind of business. 

Art. 243. All tlje articles and provisions of this constitution regulat- 
ing and relating to the collection of state taxes and tax sales shall also 
ap|)ly to and regulate the collection of parish, district, nuuiicipal, lK)ardj 
and ward taxes. 

Art. 270. (Provides that the general ass(Mnbly may authorize parishes, 
etc., to levy special taxes by vote of tlie proj)erty taxpayers for special 
improvements and for railroads.) 

Art. 281. (Provides for drainage district taxes.) 

Art. 291. (Provides for a road district tax to be h^vied by the police 
jury of at least one mill and a per capita tax of not more than onc^ dollar 
on all able-bodied males Ix^tween eigliteen and fifty-live y(^ars of age, and 
license taxes of not less than twenty-fiv(^ cents nor more than one dollar 
on veliicles.) 

OFFICERS. 

The officers most directly concerned witli taxation 
are : 

(1 ) The assessors, one in each parisli, appoint (h1 by the governor, who | 
hold odice for foui- years and are paid by connnissions. In the parish of 
Orleans t lu' governor appoints seven tax assessors, one from each muni(<i- I 
pal district, who are ])aid salaries. | 

(2) The police juries of the various parishes, who act as a board of i 
review. ; 

(3) The slierilT of eaeh j)arish is (*x otficio tax collector. But in ; 
Orleans i)arish tlu^ governor ap[)oints seven tax collectors, by districts. \ 
They are paid l)y <'onunissions. 

(4) The state board of apprais(>rs, composed of the auditor and one ; 
member from each congressional disti'ict, appointed by the governor, 
treasiU'cr, attorney-general, and seetetary of state, which assesses the 
property belonging to cor'po!-at ions, asso<'iations, and individuals em- 
ploved in railway, tt4egraph, telephone, sleeping car, and express 
business. 

Statf IvF/vioM i:s. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The (feneral property tax, 
1 . Base 
The piopertif induded and exempt. All property 



a. 



situated iti the state, except stick as is expressly 
exenrpt, is sul)ject to taxation. 



(1) and (2) The term "property" is defined to include all real estate; 
interests in ships or v(^ssels used in the waters of tlie state; railroads, 
roads, canals, and other ways of communication; engines, boilers, etc.; 
t(4ephone and telegraph lines; machines and machinery; vehicles; pat- 
ents, copyrights, trade marks, privileges, charters, and franchises; lum- 
ber, brick, and building materials; all movable property; all personal 
})roperty ; consigned goods; liquors; and many other enumerated articles. 
All crops, whether garnei"ed or growing, aie regarded as attached to the 
land. 

No deduction from cash on hand is allowed for any mon(\y ow(kL 

Assets of l)anking coi'porations wliose shares of stc^ck are taxed are 
(exempt. 

(3) The exemptions are all stated in thi^ constitution. (See article 230.) 

h, AMessrne'rd. — There is htit one assessment for 
state, parish, and municipal purposes, and that is rtiade 
by the assessors appointed for the parishes, except as 
specified below. The assessor makes tip the list for 
each taxpayer, who is reqtiired to furnish all needful 
information and to sign and swear to the list. The 
oath also co\^ers the valuations of lands. In assessing 
mercantile firms tlie average capital is to be ascertained. 
The assessor in arriving at values is to acquaint him- 
self with the amount of insurance carried and the pur- 
chase price paid, and must examine the records of 
mortgages and conveyances. Tlie assessment must 
be at actual cash value, and is made on the 1st of 
March, '^on the l)asis of the condition of things that 
existed on the 1st day of January.'' Making a false 
tax list is punishable as perjury, and failure to make a 
list works estoppel of the rights of the taxpa3^er to con- 
test tlie assessments. 

Shai'cs of stock of national banks are assessed to the shareholdervS at 
the place where the bank is located and at the value as shown by the 
books less the real estate taxed to the bank. 

Corporations, other than the abov(% are assessed upon their property. 

The real estate, roadbeds, roads, iron, tracks, superstructures, exca- 
vations, and clumnels of railroads, canals, and otlier transportation 
or telegraph companies, are assessed in the parisli where located; all 
other property is taxed at the principal office; but the rolling stock or 
movable property of such corporations which is only partly in the state 
is assessed on the ratio of miles in the state to total mileage. This assess- 
ment is made by the state board of appraisei's. 

c, E(piaTization. — The police juries (in New Orleans, 
a committee of the city council) act as a l)oard of 
reviewers to revise and correct the assessment rolls and 
to pass upon complaints. But they can not change 
any valuations without the concurrence of tlie assessors. 
If concurrence can not b(^ had, the assessment as orig- 
inally made stands unless tlie taxpayer demands that 
it ]>e adjudicated l)y the court, in whicli case it is car- 
ried before the court by tlie l)oard. But the taxpayer 
may in any event l)ring action for relief. 

Tlic assessment of railroad, t(4egraph, and telephone lines passing 
through dilf<vrent parislios is ecpialized by a board composed of one mem- 
l)ei of «nw li of the police juries in the parishes througli which the roads, 
etc., I'vm. 

2. Rate— 
The rate is fixed l>y statute. 

In 11)02 it was 2 mills on the dollar for interest, 1 mill on the dollar for 
levees, \\ mills on the dollar for public education, 1^ mills on the dollar 
for g<'neral purposes — total, 6 mills, as fixed l)y the constitution. 
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3. Collection — I 

Taxes — state, parish, and local — are collected by 
the sheriff (in Orleans parish, by six tax collectors). 
The lien for taxes attaches on the day the tax roll is 
completed and fded with the recorder of mortgages, 
which is to be as soon as possible after September 1, 
and this lien becomes a prior mortgage on December 
31, at which time taxes begin to draw interest at 2 
per cent a month. The taxpayer in addition has to 
bear the expense of notice, advertisement, and sale. 
(See Constitution,) Taxpayers may point out the 
particular parcels of property to be sold, but the tax 
collector may seize movables without notice. 

Tax collectors are paid by commissions at 5 per cent of all state 
and parish taxes collected and the regular fees for and seizure and 
sale of property. 

II. Foil tax. 

There is no state poll tax. 

III. Inheritance tax. 

There is no state inheritance tax. The old inherit- 
ance tax was declared unconstitutional in 1897. A 
new inheritance tax was provided by law in 1904, 
which, however, is a parish tax for schools. (See Par- 
ish revenues and Municipal revenues.) 

IV. Corporation taxes. 

Certain corporations are specially taxed under the 
system of license taxes. (wSee particularly V. Manu- 
facturers, Banks, Insurance companies. Foreign cor- 
porations.) 

V. Business taxes and licenses. 

;Nhinufacturers— In twenty-five classes, according to ^rross annual 
receipts. The lowest class consists of tliosc^ with receipts less than 
$25,000 per annum, for which the' tax is $15, and the highest <-hiss con- 
sists of those whose receipts are ovvv S10,00(),()00, in whicli cas(^ the 
tax is $8,000. The rates approximate roughly $7 per $10,000. 

Banks— In fourteen classes, according to c{i[)ital and surpkis. The 
lowest class consists of those with a nominal capital and surplus of 
$,50,000 or less, and the highest, of all over $5,000,000. The rates range 
from $50 to $4,.500. The scale of rates is slightly irreguhir, but approxi- 
mates $1 per $1,000. 

Private banks— In four classes, by capital. The low(>st class consists 
of those under $1.50,000, and the highest, of those over $.500,000. 
Tlie rates range from $75 to $.500, are in irregular gradation, but 
approximate $1 per $1,000. 

Factors, commissi(jn men, and brokers — In "seventeen classes. The 
low^est class consists of those whose gross annual commissions are $5,{XX) 
or under; the highest, of those over .$2.50,000. Tlu^ rates range from 
$25 to $1,7.50, a.re very irregular, but apj)roximate 8 per cent. 

Pawnbrokers-^^With capital of $.50,(XX) or more, $500; with capital of 
less than $10,0(X), $37.5. 

Wholesale mercantile business — In sixteen classes. The lowest 
class consists of those whose gross sales are $250,(XX) or less, and the 
highest, of tliose whose gross sales are $7,(XX),(XX) or over. The rates 
range from $.50 t(3 $.3,.500, ar(^ irregular, but approximate $2 per $10,000. 

Retail mercantile business — In twenty-four classes. The lowest 
class consists of tliose whose gross sales are $5,fX)0 oi' less, and tlie high- 
est, of those whose gross sak^s are $3,500,000 or over. The rates range 
from $5 to $3,.5(X) and are $1 per $1,000 of the hnycr limit of each class. 

Insurance companies, -(a) Life and accident companies, in sixty- 
nine classes, according to gross premiums received in the state. 
The lowest consists of those whose gross premivuns are $20,(XX) or less, 
and the highest, of those whose gross premiums are $7(X),(XX) or more. 



The rates range from $1.50 to $5,2.50, rising by regular stages of 175 each, 
and amount to $75 pvv $10,(XX). (6) Fire, marine, and other insurance 
companies, in thirty classes, according to gross premiums in the state. 
The lowest consists of those whosc^ gross premiums are $15,0(X) or less, 
and the highest, of thos(^ whose gross premiums are .f300,(XX) or more. 
The rates range from $1.50 to $4,.5{X), rising by stages of $75 at first for 
every $10,000 increase, then by stages of $1;50 for $20,(XX) increases, or 
roughly, .$75 per $10,(XX). 

Transfer and express lines, tug boats, collection agencies, storage 
warehouses, and landings— In ten classes, according to gross annual 
receipts. The lowest consists of thosi^ wliose gross receipts are under 
$25,000, and the highest, of those wliose gi-oss nn^eipts are $;500,0(X) or 
more. The rates range from $.30 to $4(X) and are sharply regressive, 
being $1.20 per$l,CX)()at the bottom and only SO cents per $1,000 at 
the top. ^Yarehouses i-eceivlng less than $350 arc* c^xiMupt. 

Storage of sugar and molasses — In nine class(>s, accoi-ding to gross 
receipts. The lowest consists of those whose gross leceipts are $;?,tXX), 
and the highest, of those whose* gross receipts are $2(),0(X). The rates 
range from $75 to $1,(X)0 in very ir-regular grades. 

Refining sugar and molasses— One-eighth of 1 per cent upon tlu* gross 
receipts. 

Urban lK)rse, steam, or electric railroads — Three-eighths of 1 per C(*nt 

of the armual gross receipts: but in cities of less than .50,000 inhabitants, 

! three classes: Fir'st class, gr'oss i-eceipts $25,000 or over-, $100: second 

class, gross receipts $3,(XK) and under $25,(XX), $50; third class, gross 

receipts less than $3,000, $15. 

Debenture, rcnlemption, loan, and investment companies — In ten 

classes, accor-ding to gi-oss receipts, tht^ lowest consists of those whose 

: gross receipts are $10,0(X) or less; tla* highest, of those whose gi-oss 

recei[)ts ar'c $.300,(XX) or more. The nitos range from $75 to $3,(X)0 

and are roughly 1 per cent. 

Carrying on the business of gaslight, ekn'tric light, water-works, 

shoot the chirtes, miniacure raih-o:uls, sawmills employing ten or- more 

: hands, telegraphing (including local and district t(4egraph), telephon- 

! ing, expr-ess company, cotton compr-ess or girmery, cotton pick(M-y, 

i slaughterhouse, distillei-y and r'cM'tifying al(H)h(>lic or malt licpior-s, brow- 

' ing ale, beer, por-ter, or other malt liquor-s; mamifacturing tobacco, 

cigar-s, and cigarettes; refining sug;u' iuid molasses, or- (utluM- of them; 

manufacturing cottonseed oil, oil cake, or cottonseed meal —With some 

minor exemptions, in twtMity classes, according to gross annual rrceipts: 

the lowest consisting of those whose gross r-cceipts ai-e vuuler $15,000, 

and the highest, of those* whose gross receipts aj-(* $2,(XX),(XX) or ov(*r. 

The rates range from $20 to $(),2.50, beting ir regular- arul appi-oximately 

$2.25 per $1, (XX). 

Theater-s, opera hous(*s, etc. —In four classes, accor-ding to the iium- 

b(*r of seats or spaces for- seats: Fir-st class, 1 ,(XX) seats or* more, $4(X); 

second class, 750 arul less than 1 ,000 seats, $300; third class, 5(X) and 

less than 750 seats, $250; four-th chiss, less than 5(X) seats, $175. In 

cities of fi-om 5,0(X) to 25,000, two classes--(l) 5(X) seats or over, $1{X); 

(2) less than .5(X) seats, $75. In towns under 5,000, $10 per 1,(X)0 

; inhabitants. For any place wher-e cancan, (4odoche, or similar female 

dancing or sensational perfoTrnanccs ar'c held — In cities of 25,0(X) or 

over, $5,0(X); in other towns, $2,5(X). 

: Museums, me^nageries, cir-cuses, traveling shows— In el(*ven classes, 

i ac^'ording to number- of attaches: The lowest is one pei'son ; the highest, 

I IfX) or over. The rat(*s range fr*om $30 to $500 and are sharply i-egressive. 

Agents for railr-oad and steamship tickets — Repr-escnling one com- 

i pany, $25: two companies, $40; three or morv comf)anics, $.50. 

Peddlers and hawkers— On foot, $10; on hors(4)a<-k, $25; one-horse 
vehicle, $40; two-horse vehicle, $75; water <-raft, $200. 

IIot<4s and lodging houses— In ten classes, accoi-dirrg to the number of 
rooms: The lowest, G to 9 rooms (under- b exempt); the highest, 3(X) or 
more. The r-ates range from $10 1<> $(KM). 

Barrooms, salocms, beer gardens, e(c. — In eight numbered classes, 
with an extra class A, according to gr-oss receipts: The lowest consists 
of those whose gross receipts are less than $5,(XK): the highest, of those 
whose gross receipts are $.50,0(X)/)r more. The rates raiige from $100 to 
$1,.5(X). 

Billiard tables, etc., and bowling alleys, $10. 
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Soda water, mead, etc. — In seven classes, according to gross sales: 
The lowest consists of those whose gross sales are less than $2,CX)0, 
and the highest, of those whose gross sales are $10,000 or more. The 
rates range IVom $5 to $">0 and are roughly one-half of 1 per cent. 

Agencies for steamboats, drays, cahs, etc., undertakers, liv^ery 
stables, toll l>ri(ig(\s, ferries, builders, stevedores, billposters, contract- 
ors, and mechanics wlio employ assistants — In thirteen classes, by gross 
receipts: The lowest consists of those whose gross receipts are under 
$750, and (he iiigliest, of those whose gross receipts are $20,000 or over. 
The rates range from $5 to $120 and are roughly 1 per cent up to $6,000 
tind less above that. 

J^hysicians, attorneys at law% editors, dentists, ocuhsts, photographers, 
jewelers, etc., the same as the rates in preceding paragraph. 

Traveling vendors of stoves, liglitning rods, clocks, $200; trading 
stamp companies, when gross receipts are imder $5,0(K), 1250; when over 
$5,000, $500. 

Foreign corporations— Banks, etc., 2J per cent on gross profits of 
money loaned and exchanged, bought, or sold, but with a minhnum 
of $1,000; telegraph companies, $3 per $100 of gross receipts; telephone 
companies, $5 from each $1,(X)0 of gross receipts; electric light, power, 
renting motors, fans, and other electric appliances, $5 on each $1,0(X) of 
gross receipts; express companies, $10 on each $l,fKX) of gross receipts; 
coal oil, petroleum, naphtha, benzine, or other mineral oils, $5 per 
$1,000 of gross receipts; meats, cured, salted, smoked, or canned, $2 per 
$1,000 of proceeds, all payable at principal place of business. 

Benevolent or fraternal societies, etc., who solicit membership from 
house to house—In foui- classes, according to gross annual collec- 
tions: The low^est consists of those w^iose gross annual collections are 
$20,000 or less, and the liighest, of those whose gross armual collections 
are $50,000 or more. The rates range from $1,50 to $375. (Enacted in 
1902.) 

Pistols, etc., and cartridges — ^ Wholesale dealers in pistols and rifles, 
$10; in cartridges, $5. Retail dealers m pistols and rifles, $100; in 
cartridges, $,50. 

Race tracks— In ciHes of 100,tXX) or over, $2 ,,500; in cities of 50,000 
or over, $1,0(X); in cities of 25,000 or over, $500; in cities of 10,000 or 
over, $100; in cities of less than 10,000, $50. 

VI. Special assessments. 

Laws for the government of levee districts authorize such districts to 
levy "local assessment or forced contributions'' to aid in the construc- 
tion and maintenance of levees w ithin those districts. Tliese special as- 
sessments include: (1) An acreage tax of 2| cents on all lands and $60 
per mile for all railroads situated within the district; and (2) 25 cents 
per bale of cotton, 25 cents per thousand pounds of sugar, 7 J cents per 
barrel of syrup, 5 cents per barrel of molasses, 1 J cents per sack of rougli 
rice, and 1| cents on a barrel of esculents produced in such district on 
jands subject to taxation under the provision of the acts. The assess- 
ment or contribution first mentioned is spoken of in state reports as 
*^ acreage tax/' and the second as ''cotton and produce tax,'' These 
taxes are coUocted by parish officials the same as all other- state taxes? 
and by them are rc^turned to the state treasurer, by whom they are 
treated as state revenues in law the levee districts not being mu- 
nicipalities. 

Paulsu Kkvenues. 

A. TAXE8. 

I. The general property tax, 
1 . Base— 
Tlu^ property included and th(3 met hods of its assess- 
ment and etjualization are precisely the same for parish 
purposes as for state. 



2. Hate— 

Levied by the police juries^ and not to exceed 10 mills 
on the dollar for general purposes, including schools. 

3. Collection — 

Taxes for parishes are collected in precisely the same 
manner as state taxes, 

II. Poll tax. 

Every male over 21 years of age is subject to a poll 
tax of $1, which is collected by the sheriff (in the city 
of New Orleans, b}^ the treasurer). This tax is a lien 
on any property, real or personal, of the taxpayer, and 
attaches on the 1st of January. 

III. Inheritance tax. 

The inheritance tax enacted in 1904, according to 
the provisions of the constitution, is to be levied on 
estates that have not borne their *^^just proportion of 
taxes." This tax is collected by the judges of probate 
courts in the parishes for the benefit of the school 
fund. The rate is 10 per cent. 

IV. Corporation taxes. 

Corporation taxes take the form of license taxes. 

V. Business taxes and licenses. 

Parishes may levy licenses tiot to exceed those 
levied by the state. 

Municipal Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general property tax. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the methods of its assess- 
ment and equalization are precisely the same as for 
state purposes. 

2. Rate — 

Levied by the municipal board, and not to exceed 

10 mills. 

3. Collection — 

The same as for state taxes. 

11 and III. Poll tax and inheritance tax 
See Parish revenues. 

IV. Corporation taxes. 
Levied as licenses, which see, 

V. Business taxes and licenses. 

Municipalities may levy the same licenses as the 
state, but the rates may not exceed the state rates. 

School Revenues. 

Tlie school funds consist of a tax of not less than 1} 
mills on the dollar, collected by the state; the proceeds 
of the poll tax; interest of public funds and donations; 
and the local school taxes. 
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The general property tax is the chief feature of the 
revenue system of Maine. It is supplemented by a 
poll tax, a franchise and excise tax on corporations, 
and an inheritance tax. The administration of the 
tax lies with the towns and other divisions of the local 
government, but, as the basis for the apportionment of 
state and county taxes, the assessments made locally 
are equalized once every two years by a state board. 
The plan of treating each town as a unit and of 
chargmg it with all state and county taxes appor- 
tioned to it is logically carried out by crediting to it 
all taxes collected therein by state officials, even to the 
extent of allowing the towns credits in excess of debts. 
The county is not an independent governmental area 
but a branch or district in the administration of the 
state. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS, 



ARTICLE I. 



Sec. 22. No tax or duty shall be imposed without the consent of 
the people or their representatives in the legislature. 

ARTICLE IX. 

Sec. 7. While the public expenses shall be assessed on polls and 
estates, a general valuation sliall be taken at least once in ten years. 

Sec. 8. All taxes upon real and personal estate, assessed by authority 
of this state, shall be apportioned and assessed equally,, according to 
the just value thereof. 

Sec. 9. The legislature shall never in any manner suspend or sur- 
render the power of taxation. 

OFFICERS. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxa- 
tion are: 

(1) The town assessors, elected annually, as many as the town shall 
determine; if the town fails to elect these officers, tlie s(4(K'tmen shall 
act as assessors. 

(2) The town tax collectors, elected annually; the constable nniy be 
tax collector. 

(3) The board of state assessors, consisting of three members chosen 
by tlie legislature for a full term of six years, one (\lected every two 
years. This board has supervision over the local assessors, acts as a 
board of equalization, and administers the laws as to tlie taxation of 
corporations. 

State Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. TTie gemeral property tax. 

The general property tax is, strictly speaking, a 
town or local tax, the state and county taxes being 
apportioned among ttie towns once every two years 
to be raised on polls and estates in such manner as 
the towns shall provide. But there are so many regu- 
lations limiting and prescribing the action of the 

1 This compilation is derived mainly from the Revised Statutes of the 
State of Maine, compiled bv John C. Morrill, and submitted to the 
legislature, January 7, 19()3. Portland, Me., 1904. 



assessors w^hich are involved in the apportionment 
of the state and designed to secure uniformit}^, that 
there is no serious im])ropriety, and a number of advan- 
tages, in describing the eutu-e tax under State revenues. 
1. Base — 
a. The property included and exempt. — All real prop- 
erty within the state, all personal property" of inhab- 
itants of the state, and all personal property of per- 
sons not inhabitants of the state ])ossessed or situated 
in the state are subject to taxation. 

(1) " Real estate/' for purposes of taxation, includes all lands in the 
state and all erections thereon, all townships and tracts of land, the 
fee of which passed from the state since tlie year 1850, and all interest 
in timber upon public lands derived by permits granted before the sep- 
aration of Maine from Massaclmsetts. Interest and improvements on 
land the fee of which is in th(» state, and interest by contract or other- 
wise in land are exempt from taxation. The buildings of every railroad 
company, whether w^ithin or without the located right of way, and its 
lands and fixtures outside of its located right of w^ay are subject to 
taxation as " nom-esident land." Land mortgaged is taxed to the per- 
son in possession. The loan is taxable to the mortgagee, but the land 
is considered as that of the mortgagor until the mortgagee takes pos- 
session. (An exception in regard to mortgages held by savings banks 
is described luvder Corporation taxes.) 

(2) ^' l\^rsonal property,^' for purposes of taxation, includes all goods, 
chattels, money, and effects within the state or belonging to residents 
of the state; all vessels, at home or abroad: all ol)ligations for money 
or otlicr property; money at interest, and debts due in excess of those 
owed; all public stocks and securities; all sliares in moneyed and otlier 
corporations within or without the state; all annuities payable to the 
person to be taxed when the capital of such amniity is not taxed in this 
state. 

Stock in manufacturing c(>rj)orations and of real estate corporations 
is not taxed, but tlie buildings, lands, and other |>roperty of the cor- 
poi-ations are taxed to the corpoiations. Sailing \essels, registcJ-ed or 
enrolled under laws of the United States or any foreign government and 
owned wholly or partly by inhabitants of the state, are assessed at a 
value of 120 a ton gross tonnage when new, and at $1 less for each year 
f<n- seventeen years; thereafter at $3. Rebuilt vessels are taxed at the 
late for one-half their agc> : those repaired, at live-eighths rate for tlieir age. 

(3) Exemptions, in addition to all pul)lic property, are: The prop- 
erty of literary and charital)le institutions; college^, within certain limi- 
tations: household furnitm-e to the value of $2(X); wearing apparel; 
farming utensils, meclianic's necessary tools, and nnisical instruments 
to the value of .$15 per- family: churches, cemeteries, parsonages to 
the value of |(),0(X), and |)ersoMal i)roperty of religious associations to 
the value of 16,000; iiuiles, horses, neat cattle, swine, and shecf), less 
than 6 months old; produce in hands of producer; estates of poor- per- 
sons; the works of any water company which furnishes water' for- i\if's 
fy-e.^^ of f'liarg"; jihinted forests for twenty years: mines of nu^tal for 
ten years; all poultry and eggs. 

h. AssessrnerU. -The assessment made up l)y the 

town assessors and equalized l)y the state board of 

assessors remains the basis of state and county taxes 

I for two years. The assessment refers to the 1st of 

I April. Perscmal property Is assessed where the owner 

I lives^ with certain exceptions^ as of property used in 

certain kinds of business, which is assessed where 

situated. Taxpayers must render a sworn list of their 

property, the oath covering the values, but the values 
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given may be changed by the assessors. Faihire to 
render a statement l)ars all rights of abatement and 
appeal. 

Wild lands and lands in unincorporated places are assessed biennially 
by tlie county connnissioners. 

Debts owed may be deducted from debts due. 

Corporations, except certain classes wbicb pay special or excise taxes 
in lieu of property taxes, are generally taxed in the same manner as 
individuals. 

Stocks of any bank or otber corporation lu'ld by {)ersons out of the 
state, except of manufacturing and real estate corporations, are assessed 
in the town in which the bank or corporation transacts its business. 
The town has a lien on the stocks and all di\'idends iJiereon until the tax 
and costs of collection are paid. Stocks of domestic and national banks 
are taxed to the owners where they reside, if residents of the state. 
(See State revenues, a, IV, below.) 

c. EquaMzation, The valuation of real and per- 
sonal property on which the state and eoimty taxes 
are apportioned and levicHl in eacli town and unorgan- 
ized township is finally fixed by the board of state 
assessors, wlio constitute a state board of equalization. 
They make an ofhcial visit to each coimty in the state 
at least once in every two years, and personally ex- 
amine^ the town assessors. They e([uahze the assess- 
ment list of each town in accor(hinc(^ with the full 
market valiu^ of the property \ There is no ecpudiza- 
tion, so called J between individuals ; t Ids is acconiplislied 
by abatements made l)y the assessors after tlie taxes 
have l)een levied. The applicant may appeal to the 
county commissioners or to the supnune judicial court 
of the county when an abatement is refused by the 
assessor. Tlie state board nuiy mak(^ abatements 
arising from clerical errors in its own assessments or 
from doid)l(^ taxation. 

2. Rate— 

Tlie rate for state purposes is deternunxHi each year 
on the basis of the amounts needed to meet the appro- 
})riations made by the legislature, and the sum to be 
raised at sucli rate is apportioned among the several 
towns b}' tlu^ t)oard of state assessors, and such ap|)or- 
tionment is ratihed by the legislature. The treasurer 
of the sttite then sends warrants to tlie town assessors 
recpuring tliem forthwitli to assess the sum apportioned 
to their town or place, and to commit their assessment 
to the constable or coll(»ctor for collection. 

A tax of 1 mill per dollar is assessed annually to sup- 
port schools. 

3. Collection — 

In general, all taxes, state and local, except excise 
taxes and those on corportitions and wild lands, are 
collected by the collectors or constables of the several 
towns and paid by them to the town treasurers who, 
u})on d{\mand made by warrant, remit the town's pro- 
portion of the state tax to the state treasurer. On or 
before the 1st day of September the state treasurer 
issues his w arrants and, if the apportionments are un- 
paid sixty days after the time at which they are due, 
he may require the sheriff of the county to levy, by 



distress and sale, upon the real and personal property 
of any of the inhabitants of tlie town. 

If any person refuses to pay his tax, collectors may 
distrain him by any of his goods and chattels, not ex- 
empt from debt, or, if for tw^elve days after demand, a 
person neglects or refuses to pay a tax, or to show suf- 
ficient goods and chattels to pay it, the officers may 
commit him to jail. 

Liens to secure the payment of taxes on real estate 
attach as of April 1 , take j)recedence of all other claims 
and interest, and continue until the taxes are paid. 
vSuch liens may be enforced by action as for debt and 
the real estate may be attached and sold on execution 
issued in such action. 

If any tax assessed on real estate remains unpaid on 
the first Monday in December in the year succeeding 
the year in which the tax w^as assessed, the collector 
may sell at public auction as much of the land as is 
necessary to pay the tax. 

There is no fixed penalty for delinquency in taxes, 
but interest at 1 per cent per month is added after the 
time fixed l)y towns for pavment. 

Warrants for state tax(^s o?i wild lands are sent by the state treasurer 
to the county commissioners of organized plantations. They appoint 
collectors, who transmit the taxes collected to tlie ctnmty treasurer. 

II. Poll tax. 

A poll tax is assessed upon every male iidiabitaiit 
of the state above the age of 21 years, whether a citizen 
of the United States or an alien. Indians, persons un- 
der guardians, aged, infirm, and poor persons, sol- 
diers under state pension whose property is less than 
$500, students whose homes are outside the state, and 
soldiers of the United States are exempt. 

The poll tax is not to exceed $3 and is not to be 
less than $1. It is assessed on each taxable person in 
the place where he resides on April 1. The assessors 
assess on taxable polls such part of the whole sum to 
l)e raised for all state, county, town, plantation, parish 
or society taxes as they deem expedient. The residue 
of such taxes is assessed on estates. In practice, 
therefore, the poll tax accrues solely to the benefit of 
the towns. 

III. Inheritance tax. 

Eacli share in any pr()|)erty within the jurisdiction 
of the state, whether belonghig to inhabitants of the 
state or not, which passes by will or by the intestate 
laws of the state, or by deed, sale, or gift to take effect 
in ])ossession after the death of the grantor, other than 
to the father, mother, husband, wife, lineal descendant, 
adopted child, son-in-law, or daughter-in-law, or to any 
religious, educational, or charitable institution, is sub- 
ject to a tax of 4 per cent of its value above the sum of 
$500. This tax is for the use of the state. 

IV. Corporation taxes. 

Cor|)orations are, in general, subject to the general 
property tax for state and local purposes. But all do- 
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niestic corporations pay a special franchise tax and 
certain specified corporations and businesses pay an 
^^ excise tax" in lieu of all taxes on propert}^ necessarily 
used in the business. The excise tax is not strictly a 
state tax^ as cities or towns in -.hich stockholders re- 
side receive an amount equal to 1 per cent on the value 
of the stock so held in the case of railroad, telegraph, 
telephone, and certain other companies. 

Domestic corporations pay an annual franchise tax at the follow- 
ing rates: If autliorized capital is less than |,50,0(X), $5; $.50,000 to 
$200,000, $10; $200,000 to $500,(X)0, $25; $500,000 to $1,000 ,(XX), $.50; 
and on each additional $1,0(X),(X)0 or fraction thereof, $25. This tax is 
for the benefit of the state. 

Kailroads pay an annual excise tax based upon the gross receipts 
from transportation. The tax is assessed by tlie state board of assessors 
upon tlie basis of returns made to the railroad commission. Gross re- 
ceipts are defined as the average receipts per mile for the entire system 
multiplied by tiie number of miles in the state The rates are ; On gross 
receipts less than $1,500 per mile, one-half of 1 per cent: on gross re- 
ceipts from$l,500 to $2,0(X) per mile, three-fourths of 1 per cent: and for 
each additional $500 or part tliereof, on(»-fourth of 1 per cent additional 
up to 4 per cent. The tax is not entirely a state tax, as each city or 
town in which any stock in the railroads is held is entitled to an amount 
equal to 1 per cent on the value of such stock as determined by the state 
board of assessors: providtxl, the total receipts from this source are sufh- 
cient to cover such payments. The tax is payable in two installments, 
one-half on July 1 and one--lialf on Oetol)er I, and is collected by tlie 
state ti'easurer. Fhe "(>xcise tax," together with the municipal tax on 
all buildings and on land and fixtures outside the right of way, are in 
lieu of all other taxes on tlie property or tlu^ capital stock. Thi cost of 
maintaining the railroad connnission is also apportionc^d among the 
railroads in proportion to their gross receipts. 

Street railroads ai'e taxa})le as other railroads, l)ut iho rates ai-e: 
On average gross receipts of $1,000 per mih- or Ic^ss, tluxu^-twentieths of 
1 per cent, and for every increase of $1,(X)0 per niik^ or pait tluM-eof, 
three-twentieths of 1 per cent additional. 

Sleeping car and other car companies charging extra fares pay an 
excise tax of 4 per c(Mit of the gross receipts in the stat(^ in lieu of all 
other taxes on cars and equipment. 

Telegraph and tek'phone companies are recpiired to pay into the 
state treasury an anmial excise tax on gross rec(M"pts at ihv following 
rates: When the gross r(>ceipts (\xceed $1,000 and do not (>xeeed $5,(K)0, 
one-fourth of 1 per cent: when they exceed $5,000 and do not exciH'd 
$10,(X)0, U per cent: when they exceed $10,0(X) and do not exceed 
$25,0{X), If per cent: when they exceed $25,000 and do not exceed 
$50,0(X), 2 per cent: and for each additional $25,0(K), oiU'-h)urthof 1 per 
cent up to a maxinumi of 4 per cent. Tlie tax must be paid l)y Septem- 
ber 1 and is a lien on tlie property and francliises. Each town in which 
any stockholder or partner resides receives from the amount paid into 
the state treasury an amount equal to 1 p(4- cent of the value of the stock 
or shares there h{4d as deternrined by the board of state ass(^<4sors, but tlie 
total so paid over nuist not exceed the receipts of the state. This tax is 
in lieu of all other taxes (>xc(q>t tliosc^ on re^al estate and on personal prop- 
erty not ess(Uitial to the business, whicli ar-e taxed as properly gcneraljy 
is taxed. 

Express companies pay an excise tax of 2 per c(>nt of the gross 
receipts of business dom^ in the state for the year ending April I . Busi- 
ness done in the state includes a proportioiuil part of aW exprc^ss coming 
into or going out of the state, but not goods in transit through the state. 
This tax must be paid by Septemlxn- 1 and is in place of all local taxation, 
except that real estate owned by such corporations is taxed in the munic- 
ipality where situated, but taxes so levied on real (>state used in (>xpress 
business are deducted bv the state assessors from the excise tax. 



Domestic life insiuance companies are taxed at the rate of 2 per 
cent upon all premiiuns received from residents of the state after deduct- 
ing all dividends paid to policy holders in the state. They also pay a tax 
of one-half of 1 per cent a year on tlie surplus after deducting the value of 
the real estate in this state, whicli is taxed by the municipality in which 
it is situated. 

All other life insurance companies, sun^y companies, and credit 
and title insurance companies pay an anmial tax upon all premiums 
received on contracts made in the state, at tlie rate of H per cent a year. 
The tax is computed on the net anioiuit of pi-emiums actually received. 
Foreign insurance companies must pay the same tax as their home state 
imposes on Maine insurance conipani(>s doing Inisiness tliere, if greater 
than the above. 

Savings banks incorporated in the state ai"e taxcnl upon IIkmi- s(n-- 
(»rall'ranchi.'^es,assess(Mlby tlHO)oardof stat(^ as.scv^sors. I'rom tlu^ av<Mage 
amount of cU^posits, res(Mwe fund, and undix ided })rolits tlu're is deducted 
an amount etjual to the value of the rnited States bonds, the sharcvs of 
coi'poralion .stocks such as are by the law of this stat(^ Urv from taxation 
lo the stockhold<'rs, and the assess(>d value of th(» real t^statc^ ownt-d by 
(h(> bank and two-Iifths of the vahie of such other assets as nvc invested 
in lh<'slat(\ in<'luding mortgag(vs. Th(> dill'erence is considered the value 
of the fi'anchjsc. I'pon tlu^ ^ ahie of the franchise's so a,sc(U'(ained tlu^ 
boardof state a s.sessoi*s assesses an annual tax of five-(Mghthsof 1 ])ercent. 
One-lialf is assc^ssed by the 15t]i of »Iune and one-half by the 15th of 
l)ee(M)d)ei', an<l ])ayal>le within ten days thcu-eafter. All deposits in sav- 
ings banks are excluded from munici|)al taxation to the bank or to the 
depositor, but r(>al estate^ owiuhI by the i)ank and not held as collateral 
strurity nuiy be taxed by the town in which it is loeatcnl. 

Loan and building associations ])ay a tax of one-foui"th of 1 per 
(•(Mit ayearon th(^ amouni of the rnoiulily (*a{)i(al dues paid in by stcx-k- 
holders. It is assessed and j)ayabK> semiaimually. Capital dii(\s ar(^ 
excluded from municipal taxation to the corj)()T-at ion or to the shaj'c- 
hold(M', but J-eal estate not held as collateral security is taxable by the 
town in which it is located. 

Branches or ag<'ncies of foi'eign banking ^'omjianies not national 
pav a tax of thi'ee-fouj-ths of 1 percent a year on the amount of business 
done in the state. This is computed by taking the daily average h)r each 
month of a six months' period of all money outstanding upon loans and 
(Muployed in the business, and then dividing tla^ aggivgate of such 
monthly axcrages by the numluM' of months cov(>red. 'i'hetax so ascer- 
tained isi>aid to the state t reasurer semiamiually. 

Ev(>ry domestic 1 1'ust and banking company i)ays a tax of one- 
half t>f 1 per cent on the average amount of interest and time de[)osits 
ascertaiiK^d bv six months' periods. Th(> value «)f United wStati^s bonds 
and shares of stocks free from taxation to stockholders is (leduct.(Hl. 

All .such deposits are excludiMl from tnunicipal taxation to the com- 
pany or the de])ositor. 

In case ariv corpor-at ion fails to make i(>tuins re(|uired, the board of 
stat(^ assc^ssors may mak<' .sueh assessnuMit as it thinks just. Corpora- 
tion taxes, with in1(^i'est at 10 per cent , may be i'ecovered in a.n act ion of 
debt in the name of the state. 

V. Busiiifs^ faxe^ and licenses. 

The following licenses are annual, unless otherwise 
stated: 

Itinerant vendors, $25, collected by the secretary of state; resident 
guides, $1 ; nonresident guides, $20, to conunissioneis of in hind fi.sheries 
and game. Undertakers, $1 for registration, $5 for examination : den- 
tists, $20 for examination; physicians and smgeons. $10 h>r examina- 
tion; there are no liquor licenses: goofls sold at auction for beneht of 
parties residing out of the state, 21 per cent of gross sales; restaurants 
\ and hotels, $1 ; bowling alleys, billiard tables, etc., $10; auctioneers, $2: 
I hawkers and peddlers, issued by the s(H-r<qaiy of state — for towns of 
I not over 1,(KM) inhabitants, S3; foJ- towns of from 1,(XX) to 2,(XX) inhal)i- 
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tants, $6; for every 1,{XX) over 2,000 inhai)itants, $2; in no case over |20. 
To hunt deer, $.5; private detective, $50. Dogs—clerks of t<!wns issue 
licenses and n^eive fees wliich are to be paid into the state treasury — 
SI. 15 for each male, 13.15 for fertile females, $10 to $20 for kennel 
licenses. This fund is used by the state for the reimlnusement of the 
amount paid by towns for damages done by dogs, and the remainder is 
credited to towns upon their state tax. 

B. FEES. 

To secretary of state. — For certificate under seal of state, $1; filing 
certificate of trademark, S3; filing certificate of incorporation, $5; fil- 
ing certificate of insurance company, $20; certificate of increase of capi- 
tal stock of insurance company, $10. 

To attorney-general. — For certificate of approval, $5. 

To bank examiner, — License to foreign banking company, $20. 

To treasurer of state. — Certificate, 15. 

To insurance commissioner. — Certificate, $20. 

To steamboat inspectors. — For each inspection, $5. 

County Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I, The general property tax. 

1. Base — 

The property included and tlie niethod of assess- 
ment and of equalization are the same for the county 
tax as for the state. 

2. Eate — 

In order to assess a county tax, coimty commis- 
sioners prepare estimates of expenses for one year and 
also for the succeeding year^ and the county tax for 
both years is granted by the legislature. The county 
commissioners then apportion the tax so authorized 
among the towns within the county according to the last 
state valuation. 

3. Collection — 

Collection is as for the state tax. 

II, Poll taxes. 

See State poll tax. 

III, IV, and V. Inlieritance tax, corporation taxes, and 
business taxes and licenses. 

There is no inheritance tax, neither are there any 
special corporation taxes or btisiness taxes and licenses 
for county jnu'poses. 

( . FINES AND penalties. 

All fines, forfeitures, aivd costs in criminal cases, also 
fees and earnings of county officers^ are paid into the 
treasury of the coiuity in which the offense is prose- 
cuted for the use of such county. 



Municipal Revenues. 



A. TAXES. 



^ 



I. TJie general property tax. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the methods of assess- 
ment and equalization have been described under State 
revenues. The estates of residents of islands where 
there are no roads may be exempt from the highway 
tax. 

2. Rate—^ 

The sum to be assessed must be raised b}^ vote at the 
town meeting and is assessed on estates according to 
their value. 

3. Collection — 

Collection is made in the same manner as has been 
described under State taxes. 

II. Poll tax. 

The tow n assessors assess on taxable polls such part 
of the whole sum of state and coimty taxes to be raised 
as they deem expedient. (See vState poll tax.) 

III. Inlieritance tax. 

The inheritance tax is strictly a state tax. 

IV. Corporation taxes. 

For the way in which tow ns participate in the special 
taxes on corporations, see State taxes, IV. 

V. Business taxes and licenses. 

Municipal officers may license pubhc exhibitions and places of amuse- 
ment and require such fees as they think proper. 

Itinerant vendors pay on their stock at the last town tax rate; auc- 
tioneers, $2 per annum; auction sales, 2 J per cent of the gross amount; 
bowling alleys and billiard rooms, $10 per annum; wharves and fish 
weirs, $5 per annum; employment agencies, $1 per annum; merry-go- 
rounds, not over $50 per annum; taxidermists, $5 per annum; milk 
vendors, $1 per annum; pul)lic carriages, tax vai'ies. 

School Revenues. 

All special school districts have been abolished, but 
the school trustees of any tow n submit estimates to 
the school committee and receive such portion of the 
common school fund as the committee shall determine. 

Church Taxes. 

Every parish ait its meeting may raise money for the 
support of ministers of religion and churches and assess 
and collect the money like state taxes. No person is 
a member of a parish or religious society without his 
consent. 
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The revenue system of Maryland consists of, first, 
the general property tax, which is distinguished by the 
endeavor to reach all classes of property, and notably 
by the taxation of intangible evidences of debt, such 
as the capital stock of corporations, bonds, public debt, 
notes, claims, and certificates of indebtedness of indi- 
viduals or firms; second, an extensive system of license 
taxes; third, a group of special corporation taxes, 
notably upon gross receipts; fourth, an inheritance 
tax; and fifth, a tax on commissions of officers, exec- 
utors, etc. 

Railroad property is to be taxed for county and city 
purposes like the property of individuals, but is 
exempted from state taxes other tlian that upon gross 
receipts. Railroad stock is not taxed. There is no 
tax upon personal property of corporations taxed on 
their capital stock. 

Poll taxes are forbidden by the constitution. 

Special provisions for the several counties and cities 
are contained in a code of public local laws, which are 
not herein treated. 

CONSTITirTlONAL PROVISIONS, 

ARTK LK xiy. 

That no aid, charge, tax, burthen or fees ought to he rated, or levied, 
under any pretence, without the consent of the legislature. 

AKTIC;LE XV. 

That the levying of taxes by the poll is grievous and oppressive, and 
ought to be prohibited; that paupers ought not to be assessed for the 
support of the government; but every person in the state, or person 
holding property therein, ought to contribute his proportion of ]>ublic 
taxes for the support of the government, according to his actual worth 
in real or personal property; yet fines, duties or taxes may propeily or 
justly be imposed, or laid with a political view for the good government 
and benelit of the community. 

ARTICLE III. 

Sec. 38. The general assemblyshallnot pass local or special laws in any 
of the following cases: * * * Yor extending the time for the col- 
lection of taxes. 

Sec. 34. No debt shall l)e liereafter contracted by the general assem- 
bly unless such debt shall be authorized by a law providing for the col- 
lection of an annual tax or taxes sufFicient to pay the interest on such 
debt as it falls due, and also to discharge the principal thereof witliin 
fifteen years from tlio time of contracting the same. 

Sec. 51. The personal property of residents of this state shall l)e sub- 
ject to taxation in the county or city where the resident bona fide resides 
for tlie greater part of the year forwhich the tax may or siiall l)e levied 

^This compilation is derived mainly from the following sources: 

The Maryland ihde, Public General Laws, codified by J. l\ Foe; 
King Brothers, Baltimore, 1904. 

The Maryland Code, Public Local Laws, adopted by the General 
Assembly, March 18, lcS88: Baltimore, 1888. (See Appendix to the 
Code of HK)4 of General Laws.) 

Session Laws of the General Assembly, 1888 to 1902. 

Some assistance was had from Taxation in Maryland, by Thomas 
Sewall Adams. Johns Hopkins University Studies in Historical and 
Political Science. Vol. XVIII: Baltimore, 1900. 



and not elsewhere, except goods and chattels permanently located, 
which; shall be taxed in the city or county where they are so located, 
but the general assembly may by law provide for the taxation of mort- 
gages upon the property in this state and the debts secured thereby in 
tlie county or city w4iere such property is situated. 

OFFICEKS. 

Tlie officers most directly concerned with t axation are : 

(1) Assessors at large, appointed by the governor, two for each assess- 
ment district of the county. 

(2) District assessors, appointed l)y the county conunissioners. one 
for each election district. 

(3) County board of control and review, composcni of the boaixis of 
county commissioners of the several counties. 

(4) Boards of control and review in Baltimore, appointed by the 
governor for groups of wards. 

(5) Appeal tax court of Baltimore city— three persons a{)pointed 
annually by the mayor and city council. 

(t>) County collector, appointed by the county connnissioner. 
(7) State tax commissioner, appointed by the governor, comptroller, 
and treasurer for a term of four years. 

State Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general property tax. 
I. Base — 
(7. Tlie jmyperty included, and exemjyf. — All property 
of every kind, nature, and description within the state, 
except as specially exempted, is subject to assessment 
for state, county, and municipal taxation. 

(1) and (2) There is no definition or classification of ''real" or ''per- 
sonal" property for purposes of taxation. Certain subjects are 
specially enumerated. 

All certificates of indebtedness issued by any state, county, public 
corporation, or foreign country are subject to taxation: also all bonds 
of any state or corporation belonging to lesidents, and all investments 
in private securities. 

(\)rporations are in general taxed upon real estate, and the stock and 
bonds of the corporation; there is no tax on their personal property 
except in the case of corporations not taxal)l(^ on their .stock; wiiere 
there is no cai)ital stock, the pro})erty and assets of the company, real 
and personal, are sul)ject to assessment. 

The property, real and personal, of railroad companies is subject to 
assessment only for county and mvmicipal purposes. 

All bonds or certilicattvs of indebtedness bearing interest issued by any 
railroad or other corporation of the state, Iveld by residents and secured 
by mortgage on property wholly within this state, are taxed to tlie 
owners. 

(3) Exemptions, in addition to public property, are: Judgrjients 
rendered l)y court of record or justices of the peace; church(\s w ith fur- 
niture and parsonages; cemeteries; crops in the liands of the i)roducer; 
provisions and fuel for the use and consumption of the family; working 
tools of mechanics and artisans; the first S3(X) wortli of fafming imple- 
ments; wearing apparel; fish in the possession of fishermen; hospitals; 
asylums; charitable and benevolent institutions; libraries; educational 
and literary institutions; the personal property of coiporations having 
capital stock divided into shares which are subject to taxation in this 
state ; the sJiares of stock of railroad companies sul)ject to taxation upon 
their gross receipts within the state, and to county and municipal taxa- 
tion upon their real and personal property in the counties and cities of 
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the state; tlie book accomits of merchants taxed on the fair average 
value of goods, wares, and merchandise in stock; real property pur- 
chased by survivors of the late war for erection of monuments and 
parks, up to fifteen acres; and persons assessed for less than IKK). 

h. Assessmerd. — The counties are divided into as- 
sessment districts, which are composed of the election 
thstricts. In assessing the property in each election 
district the assessors at large act witli the assessor of 
the election district. The assessors re({iiire of the tax- 
payers under oath a schedule of real and personal 
propert}^, with the value thereof. Failure to furnish a 
schedule is penalized by doubling the taxes for the 
first year. False return is punishal)le as perjury by a 
fine of $500 or by two years' imprison rnent. 

Property is to be valued at its full cash value and 
not as at a forced sale vahie. 

The fundamental assessment was made in 1896, but 
biennial revision of tlie assessment is provided for. 
The boards of coimty commissioners and the appeal 
tax court of Baltimore are directed to revise all valua- 
tions of real property and to recpiire a biennial listing 
as in 1896 of personal property. The boards are to 
appoint the necessary assessors. The appeal tax court 
of the city of Baltimore has powers to assess all 
property and to make a general rc^vision of all property 
at least once in every five yeiirs. 

Banks, state and national, and other ineor})orated institutions, corpo- 
rations, and j*iint-stock companies are as^esst^f locaUy on their real 
estate. 

Shares of stock in corporations owned by rcsi(k>nts and nonresidents 
arc assessed for taxation and tlie taxes collected from tlie corporation, 
which may charge them to t!ie account of tiie shart^liohler-s. The reve- 
nue laws treat the stockholders as the owners of so nuich property, to 
be estimated by tlie actual value of the stock. The capital stock of the 
corporation is the rej)resentation of its prof)crty. The state does not 
tax !)oth the capital stock and the property represented by it. The 
\;iluation is made In the stat(^ tax conunissioner on the basis of reports 
IVoji! tlie corporation. (Railroad shares are not taxable.) 

The taxable value of sliares of stock is ascertained by the state tax 
'ijiiunissioner by deducting from the aggregate value of the shares of the 
In-rnks, corporations, or joint-stock companies the assessed value of tlieir 
real estate and dividing the remainder by the naml)er of sliares. 

Th(^ state tax conunissioner is required to certify to the county com- 
missioners of the county where any shareholders reside. Sliares held l)y 
ni>nresid(mts at-e taxable f{)r county and miuiicipal purposes where the 
l)ank or company is situated. 

All shares of stock in any !)ank (other than national) or in any corpo- 
ration of any oth(>i state or county are to be valued at their actual mar- 
ket value. Those on wliich no dividend is paid are not to be valued at 
all. 

On such valuation the regular late for state purposes is to be paid, and 
also 30 cents upon each $1{)() for county, city, and municipal taxation 
wliei'e the owner resides. 

All bonds or other evidences of d(^bt issued by any corporation, public 
or pri\ ate, foreign or domestic (exce|)t tla^ state of Maryland), are to be 
ass(^sse(l at their actual vjilue in the maike! and taxed at the same rate 
as foixMgn stock (supra). 

The pubHc debt of the state, stock loans of the city of Baltimore, the 
capital stock and bonds, certilicates or other e\iden('(\s of debt, interest 
bearing, issiuHl by incorporated companies of the state are to be 
assessed for state taxes. 

Stock debt of the state, or of the city of l^ahimore, or shares in any 
bank or other corporation of the state on which the state and county or 



city taxes are levied are to be allowed as a credit in the assessment ol 
capital stock or the assets of companies without capital stock. So 
also tlie proportionate amount of the value of tools and machinery is 
deducted in the valuation of shares when such articles of manufac- 
ture are exempted from taxation. 

State tax on public debt of the state. — The treasurer is required to 
levy state taxes on all the public debt of the state held by any person, 
resident or nonresident, assessed at the following valuation; Debt bear- 
ing interest at 6 per cent, at par; interest at 5 per cent, $85 on $100; 
interest at 4^ per cent, $80 on $100; interest at 3 per cent, $65 on $100. 
The tax is collected by retaining it out of the interest falling due on 
the 1st day of July in each year. 

State taxes are also levied on Baltimore city loans on which interest 
is payable. 

Certificates of indebtedness issued by any individual or firm are to be 
assessed according to the rate of interest stipulated: Interest 6 per cent, 
at 50 per cent of face value; interest 5 per cent, at 41f per cent of face 
value; interest 4J per cent, at 37| per cent of face value; interest 4 per 
cent, at 33^ per cent of face value; interest 34 per cent, at 29,'; per cent 
of face value; interest 3 per cent, at 25 per cent of face value; interest 
other percentages, at corresponding valuations. 

Failure to list bonds, notes, claims, or other evidences of debt is 
penalized by forbidding action at law or equity thereon until the tax is 
paid, with an addition of 50 percent per annum where there is an inten- 
tion to evade the taxes. 

^h)rtgagors are assessed for real estate at its actual value, without 
regard to the mortgage lien. (V)venants for the mortgagor to pay the 
taxes on the mortgage debt are unlawful. 

Distilled spirits are assessed as personal property. Keport is to be 
made on January 1 to the state tax commissioner, who fixes the value. 
Where the distiller is a corporation, the spirits are treated as distinct 
from the capital stock. The vahjation is transmitted to the counties for 
local taxation. 

c. Equalization. — The several boards of county 
commissioners acting as boards of control and review, 
and the same boards in Baltimore city, hear appeals 
from the assessments and may abate, lessen, or increase 
the valuations returned, assess omitted property, and 
correct the returns. Their proceedings are super- 
vised by the state tax commissioner. 

2. Rate — 

The county commissioners of the several counties 
and the mayor and city council of Baltimore were in 
1902 directed to levy the state taxes as follows: 

Ten and one-half cents on each $100 for schools; 1 1 cents on each $100 
for books for schools; one-lialf of 1 cent on each $100 for sinking fund, 
various loans; one-eighth of 1 cent on each $1(X) for sinking fund, 
various loans; one-half of 1 cent on each $100 for sinking fund; 2J cents 
on each $100 for sinking fund; three-fourths of 1 cent on each $100 for 
new loan. 

The comptroller of the treasury levies the same 
state taxes on shares of capital stock of all banks, 
incorporated institutions, and companies of the state. 

3. Collection — 

Taxes are collected by the county collectors, who 
are compensated by a percentage of the amount of 
their collections. If taxes are paid by the 1st day of 
September of the year in which they are levied, a 
deduction of 5 per cent may be made; if paid before 
October 1, there is a deduction of 4 per cent; if 
paid before November 1, one of 3 per cent. All 
state, county, and municipal taxes are liens on the 
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real estate of the taxpayer from the time of levy, and 
are considered in arrears on the 1st day of January 
and bear interest at 6 per cent. Collection may be 
enforced l)y distraint of personalty or sale of realty. 

II. Poll tax. 

There are no poll taxes, as they are forbidden by 
the constitution. 

III. Inheritance tax. 

All estates, real and personal, passing from any 
person who may die seized and possessed thereof, or 
by trai!sfer intended to take effect after the death of 
the donor, other than to the father, mother, husband, 
wife, child, or lineal descendant of the decedent are 
subject to a tax of 2^ per cent on every $100 of clear 
value over $500. 

IV. Corporation taxes. 

The line of demarcation l)etween tlie speciahcorpora- 
tion taxes and the general })roperty tax is not so clear 
in Maryland as in most of the other states. The tax 
on the capital stock of corpora tios has been included 
above under the general ])roperty tax, because it 
seemed to be a substitute for the taxation of the stock 
to the stockholders, but that classification is somewhat 
arbitrary. The taxes on corporations that savor less 
of the general property tax are: The bonus on 
capital stock— a tax which is closely analogous to 
the fees for ir corporation charged in most of the other 
states; the franchise tax on corporations; the tax on 
gross receipts of various corporations; and the taxes 
on insurance companies. 

Bonus on capital stock. -Every corporation incorporated under 
any general or special law of the state, except cemetery coinpani(\s, 
companies for purely benevolent and charitable purposes, railroad 
companies, and building and homestead associations, is required to pay 
to the state treasurer a bonus of one-eighth of 1 per cent on the author- 
ized capital stock. The bomis on the original capital is due upon incor- 
poration and on the increase upon the recording of tlie c(Mtificate. 

The francliise lax on savings banks. -Every savings l)ank is 
requircKl to pay annually a franchise tax to the amount of oiu-fourtii 
of 1 per cent on tlie total deposits. Three-fourths of the tax go to the 
I county where the bank is located and one-fourth to the stat(\ The 
? real property of the bank is liable to assessment, but not the deposits. 
' Failure to make reports, or thi^ making of false i-(q)orts, subjects the 
' officer of the bank to indictment and fine. 

The tax on gross rc^ceipts. -A franchise tax of 1 per cent per 
annum is levied upon tlie gross recinpts of all oil pipe-line companies 
and all title insui-ance companies; a tax of three-fourths of 1 per C(^nt 
upon the amiual gross receipts of ekn-tric light compani(\s; 1?, per cent 
of gross receipts of (dectric construction and gas eompanic^s and every 
foreign guano, phosphate, or fcnlilizer company. Tlu^ gross ivceipts 
tax on corporations is due on July 1. There aiv like penahies foi 
failure to pay and make repoit as on railroads. Assoeialions, partner- 
ships, and individuals engaged in these lines of busiiu^ss, except that of 
guano, phosphate, and ffnlilizei- companies, are subj(M't to the gross 
receipts tax. Parlor, palace, and sleeping car compani(^s mv taxed at 
the rate of 2 per cent upon the total gross receipts from business done 
in the state. Failure to pay for sixty days subjects tlie company to a 
penalty of 10 pcu; cent. Telegraph, cal)le, express, transportation, tele- 
phone, safe deposit, trust, guaranty, and fidelity com[)anies also pay 
2 per cent on gross receipts from business in the stat(>. 



Franchise tax on railroads.—Kailroads are taxed for state purposes 
upon their gross eaiiiings, in lieu of any other state tax on property or 
capital stock. But railroads pay county and municipal taxes on real 
and personal property. 11i(> rate of tax is graduated according to the 
gross earnings per mile of line: Eight-tenths of 1 per cent on the first 
$1.(X)0 per mih-, Ih per cent on the first $1,000 to $2,0(K) per mile; 2 per 
cent on th(^ first earnings above $2,000 pi-r mile. The tax is payable 
Julv 1, annually. Failure to make r(^])ort of gross earnings subjects the 
responsible oflicer of the corpoi'ation to foi'hntvn-e of $500 to the state. 
l)r fault of pavment for one month is p{>nalized 5 per e(>nt. 

Taxes on'^ insurance companies. — Foreign insurance companies — 
License tax, S3(K): one-half of 1 per cent per annum on premiiuns col- 
lected in the state. Domestic surety, (Muployers' liability, personal acci- 
d nt, j)late glass, steam boiler, l)urglary, and other kinds of insurance, 
exci^pt life, fire, and nuirine companies and miUual In^nelit companies, 
must pay a license of $1,500 to the insurance commissioner. 

V. Business taxes and licenses. 

Some taxes techincally or legally defined as ''license 
taxes" have been included nnder corporation taxes, 
above. 

Licenses generally are issued by county officials and 
cover the territory of one county, but the revenue from 
the following accrues to the state treasury. The 
licenses are anniuil unless otherwise stated: 

Insurance brokers, state, $10(): insiuaiice brokers, county, $25; tele- 
graph and express companies, $300; auctioneers, license rated upon the 
anunrnt in value of merchandise on haiul; billiards — first table, $50; 
each additioiuil table, $25 (cities and towns may impose a further tax). 
Brokei-s— excliange, $1(K); real estate, $25: bill brokers, $50; grain, etc., 
in Baltimore, $30; pawnbrokers, $100; shii)ping brokers, $50; shipping 
brokers, for runners, $50. Hawkers and peddlers — on foot, $100; with 
horse and vehicle, $150; wnth two horses and vehicle, $200. Ordinary 
l^eepers — rate of rent or annual value $100 or hvss, $25; $1(X) to $2(X), 
i $40; $2(X)to$300,S50; $3(X) to $400, $bO; $4(X) to $500, $75; $500 to 
I $7,50, $1X); $750 to $1,(XX), $100; $1,(X)0 to $2,(XX), $1.50; $2,CKX) to 
: $3,(XX), $180; $3,0(K) to $5,0(X), $250; $5,(XX) to $10,(XX), $400; over 
$10, (XX), $4.50; this carries the right to sell li(iuors in quantities less 
than 1 pint. Shows and theatrical exlii hi tions^ (Baltimore, $3 per 
night), $30 p(M- year, $1 per show; animals and curiosities, $15; stal- 
lion or jackass, highest sum of the season, at least $10 for one mare; 
this payment exempts from all other state tax; gypsi(^s, $.50; dogs, 
unless taxed by municipal ordinance, not less than $1 foi" males and 
$2 for bitches-~-one nvd\(\ howevtM-, is free to each householder, ex- 
cept in Talbot and Harford counti(\>^. wheie the rate is $1, nude or 
female. Traders persons other than grower's, makers, or numufactvuers 
offering for sale goods, wares, and merchandise where stock in trade is 
less than $1,0(X), $12; $1 ,0(K) to $1,.500, $15: $1,.5(X) to $2,.5(X), $18; 
$2,.5(X) to $4,000, $22; $1,(KM) to $(>,000, $30; $t),0(X:) to $8,0(X), $40; 
: $8,000 to $10,(XK), $50; $10,(K)0 to $1 5,()(K), $(>5; $1 5,(XX) to $20,000, $80; 
$20,0(X) to $.30,000, $100; $30,0(K) to$}0,(XK), $125; over $40,000, $150. 
Milliners, female, stock less than $500, $6. Cigarettes, $10. Retail of 
li(piors stock not ov(m- $500, $1S; $5(X) to $1 ,(XX), $35; $1 ,000 to $2,000, 
$50; $2,(X)0 to $4,000. $75; $1,(KX) to $0,000, $100; $(;,000 to $10,000, 
$120; $10,(X)0 to $20.(K)0, $130; $20,(XK) to $30,(XX), $140; over $3t),(K)0, 
$1.50. Sale of liquo!- at fisheries, $6; sale of li(|Uor at horse laces, $4; 
oyster or eating houses, $.50. 

VI. 7 ax on ojiicied comniissions. 

(Except that they are very heavy, these taxes are 
analogous to the fees charged for oilicial connnissionsin 
other states.) 

Judgt^^ of circuit courts, $.50; judges of superior court, court of com- 
1 mon pleas, of circuit court No. 2 of Baltimon^ the Baltimore city and 
i criminal courts, $.50; sheriff of Baltimore city, $3(X); sheriff of Balti- 
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more county, $10(); slKMiffs of other counties, $20 to .|10(); judge of 
orphans' court, Bahiniorc, $50; judge of orphans' court, sex^eral coun- 
ties, $10; justice vf {)(*ace and constable, $2; tobacco inspector's, $,50; 
weighers of hvc stock, $.5(); weighers of grain, $10; notaries pul)hc, Bai- 
timurv, $20: clerks .)f court, $2(X); register of wills, Baltimore, $200; 
registei- of wills, other counties, $30 to S150. 

VI [. T((.c on comndssions of executors and administra- 
fors. 

AH commissions alhnved to executors or adrninistrators by the or- 
phans' coiu'ts of the state are subject to a tax of onc-teiitli part of the 
sum so allowed. The orphans' court in iixing the connnissions is to 
make no allow^ance for the tax. 

B. FEES. 

(See bonus on stock luider Corporation taxes.) 

Insurance — Filing copy of cliai'ter (with iusurai)ce comnvissioner)^ 
12') : filing annual statement, $25 ; certificate of aut hority (foreign), $10 ; 
certificate of autliority (domestic), $2; abstriict , annual .statement, $2. 

Notaries public arc^ required to pay to tlie stale one-half of tlieir fees 
derived from protest. These lees are 5 cents for each protest, mailed or 
delivered. 

County Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general property tax. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the methods of assess- 
ment and of equahzation are in general the same as 
for state taxation^ except that railroad property, like 
that of individuals, is to he taxed for county and city 
purposes. By special acts of the general assemhly the 
county commissioners, to encourage certain industries, 
may exempt certain property from coimty taxation. 

The valuation of the rolling stock of railroads is to be divided by the 
state tax commissioner among the counties (and the city of Baltimore) 
in proportion to tlie mileage of railroads located tluuein. The real 
estate* is assessed like that of individuals. Shai-es of stock in railroad com- 
panies are not taxed. 

2. Rate— 

The tax is levied by the county commissioners 
according to the special provisions for each county. 

3. (V>lleetion — 

The method of collection is the same as that for state 
taxes. 

II, III, and IV. Poll tax, inheritance tax, and corpora- 

tion taxes. 
There are no county poll, inheritance, or special 
corporation taxes. 



V. Business taxes aiui. licenses. 

County licenses are provided for in the Code of Pub- 
lic Local Laws for each separate county, but on account 
of their diversity, have not been compiled. 

Special tax on mortgages. — In nine counties all mort- 
gagors on record are retpiired annually to pay a tax of 
8 per cent upon tlie gross amount of interest. In the 
remaining counties and Baltimore city the former 
mortgage tax is repealed. 

Municipal Kevenues. 

A. taxes. 

L The general property tax. 

1. Base— 

All municipal taxes are levied upon the property as 
assessed for state and county taxes, in conformity with 
the general laws relating to revenue and taxes and with 
the public local laws applicable to the several counties 
and cities. Railroad property is subject to municipal 
taxation. 

2. Bate— 

The rate is determined by the mayor anc^ city coun- 
cil under the local laws. 

3. Collection — 

The method of collection is the Sk 
county taxes. 

II, III, and IV. Poll tax, inheritance , (//<a corpora- 
tion taxes. J. 

There are no nmnicipal poll, inhi atance, or special 
corporation taxes. 
V. Business taxes and licenses. 

Municipal liquor licenses and licenses on ^ers an 
other lines of business are governed l)}^ local laws applic .oie to the sev- 
eral counties and municipalities. (See Code f Public Local Laws, 1888, 
and Appendix in Code of Public General Laws, 19t' 

School R even ues . 

For the support of free public sch 
15 cents is to be levied on each $10 
erty and the proceeds distributed t' 
ties according to their school popu^ 
is not sufficient, the county comm 
ized to levy an additional tax nc* 
per $100. 

The income from the state scho< » 
the revenues from the dog taxef .i OiU curtain tines 

and licenses also go to the sup^) . of schools. 
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The general property tax is used in Massachusetts 
for both state and local purposes. It is the main 
dependence of the local goveriunents, but tlie state 
government draws very heavily upon other sources as 
well. Peculiar features of the system are the listing of 
polls along with property and of certain incomes as if 
property, and the apportioning of county and state 
taxes on both thereof, as well as on real and personal 
property among the towns and cities. The assess- 
ment of real and personal property, including in- 
comes, and of polls and the general administration 
of this tax are matters of local administration mainly. 
The state levies, througli the agencies of the towns and 
cities, a so-called direct state tax (nsiuiUy expressed in 
round numbers--^ in 1902 it was $2,500,000 ; in 1903, 
$1,500,000), apportioned among them on the basis of 
the local valuations and enumeration of polls roughly 
equalized. 

The general corporation tax, or so-called general 
franchise tax, administered largely by state officials, is 
a distingu^hing feature of the Massacliusetts systein. 
This tax and r ertain special corporation taxes yield a 
hvr^ ■ of the state revenue. 

M\ire usually regarded as characteristic 
.^a ^ method of taxhig mortgages, adopted 

in 1881. Hit; sign is to impose but one tax on real 
estate, w hether n ortgaged or not, and to leave the two 
parties at interesi/> where real estate is mortgaged, to 
adjust the equities in the matter of taxation between 
themselves as they see fit. The mortgage is listed as 
in the property, and the excess in the value 
oi tXic prv>/erty ^vcr the mortgage, if there be any, is 
listed separa. ly. , nder this law^ it is customary for 
the mortgag( ^'to pay all the taxes. 

STITl^TIONAL PROVISIONS. 

! r THE Second. Chapter I. 

H 

ARTICLE IV. 

'ill power and authority are hereby ^iven and 

jlil court * * * to impose and levy pro- 

^^issessments, rates, and taxes, upon all the 

- resident, and estates lyin^ within, the said 

*o impose and levy reasonable duties and 

* goods, wares, merchandise, and commodities 

-iduced, manufactured, or being within the 



whatsoever, orougnt . 
same. * * * 



1 This compilation is deri ^d mainly from the folhnying sources: ^ 

Report of the commissioi to incpiire into the expediency of revising 
and amending the laws of i '^ commonwealth relating to taxation. 
October, 1897: Boston, 1897. 

The Revised Laws of tlie C( nmonwealth of Massachusetts, enacted 
November 21, 1901, to take e^'ect eJanuary 1, 1902. In two volumes 
and an index volume: Boston, 1902. 

A compilation of the laws relating to taxation by the local assessors 
in Massachusetts, prepared for the use of assessors and collectors in 
cities and towns, bv Wm. I). T. Trefry , tax commissi ler: Boston, 1902. 

Revised laws relating to taxes and excises for re\ nue upon corpora- 
tions in Massachusetts: Boston. 1902, 



And while the public chafges of government, or any part tln^reof, 
shall be assessed on ])olls and estates, in the manner that has hitherto 
l)een practiced, in order that sucli assessments may be made with equal- 
ity, there shall be a valuation of estates witliin the conmion wealth, taken 
anew once in every ten years at least . and as much oftener as tlie general 
court shall order. 
I Part ihe Finsr. 

I ARTK LK \. 

Each individual of the society has a right to be ])rotected by it in the 
enjoyment of his life, liberty, and property, according to standing laws. 
]\i' is obliged, consequently, to contribute his share to tla^ c\pens(^ of 
this protection; to give his personal service or an equivalent, when nec- 
essary; but no part of tlie property of any individual can, with justice, 
b(* taken from him, or applied to public uses, without his consent, or 
that of tlu^ representative bod}' of the people * * *. 

I ARTICLE XXUI. 

No subsidy, charge, tax, import, or duties ought to l)e established, 
fixed, laid, or levied, under any pn^text whatsoever, without the consent 
of the people or their representatives in th(^ legislature. 

OFFICE I{S. 

1 

j The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
: are: 

! 

(1) The town assessors, three or more in each town, elected at the 

i annual town meeting, for terms varying from one to three yiMirs. The 
selectmen may be made the assessors, or they may so act if none are 
elected by the town. If the selectmen fail to act, the county conunis- 
sion may appoint. 

i (2) Assessors in cities. — There is no general statute in regard to the 

i appointment of assessors in cities, and the practice varies so greatly that 
no summation is possible. Such assessors, who aie usually three in 
numl)er, but sometimes one and sometimes nine, are in some cities 
appointed by the mayor, in some elected by the council, and in others 
elected by the people. 

(3) Tlie tow^n collectors of taxes, one or more in each town, elected 
anmnilly in town meeting. The town may at any meeting appoint 
the town treasurer tax collector. The constables act as tax collectors 
unless other persons are appointed as such. 

(4) Collectors in cities, usually one in c>ach city, elected for terms 
fixed by the charters. 

(5) The state auditor of accounts, electcni annually at the state 
election. 

(6) The state tax commissioner, ap})ointed by the governor for a 
term of three years. 

State Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The gemeral 'property tax, 

(N. B. -Certain features of the poll tax are so in- 
extricably bound up with the general pro])erty tax 
that neither tax could be fidly descrilxHl by itself^ 
and both are therefore incorporated here. Since 1901, 
liowever, the poll tax lias been made an annual tax of 
$2 on every male inhabitant over 20 years of age.) 

1. Base — 
a. Tlie property indvdfd and exenipt. -AW proj)erty, 
real and personal, situated within the commonwealth, 
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and all personal property of the inhabitants wherever 
situated, unless expressly exempted bylaw, is subject 
to taxation. 

(1) " K(>al estate," for the purpose of taxation, includes not only all 
and, but also all things affixed thereto. The niortgair<'<''s interest in 

the land is taxahh* as real estate. 

(2) "Personal estate," for purposes of taxation, inehides: (a) Goods, 
chattels, money, and effects wlierever they ar-e; ih) shi[)s and vessels 
nof (^ngaged in the foreign carrying trade; ^ (c) niora^v at interest and 
otiier debts due the persons to he taxed over and above what they 
are indebted or pay interest for; debts secured by mortgages on tax- 
able real estate are not included in such taxa})le debts, and may not 
be used to reduce the amount of taxal)le debts due; (d) stocks 
and bonds, public and otlier; l)ut shares in corporations chartered by 
the conmion wealth arc* not taxal)l(* to tlie holder, taxation being 
secured by the gen(^ral franchist* tax; (e) income from an annuity or 
from sliips engaged in the foreign carrying trade,^ and so nnich of the 
income of a prof(*ssion, trade, or employment as c^xcceds $2,()()0 a year; 
but no income is taxal)le if der-ived from propcu-ty subject to taxation. 
Under this provision incom(\s from professions and salaries are taxable*, 
and it has been held that incomes from tradi* being derived from skill 
and management as wt^ll as from the use of capital taxed are taxable. 

(3) Exemptions from taxation, in addition to pul)lic property, are: 
The j)ersonal property of literary, benevolent, charitable, and scientific 
institutions, and of tem])ei-anc<* societies incor})orated in tlie common- 
wealth and the real estate owned, and occupied by them, but such 
property is not <*xempt if tlie income is divided among the stockhold- 
ers or members; the real and personal estate of iiicorporated agri- 
cultural societies; the real and personal estate of any Grand Army or 
veteran association incorporated in the conniionwealth to the extent of 
$20,000 if used and occupied by posts of the Grand Army; the Bunker 
Hill monument; houses of ndigious worship and the pews and furni- 
ture; cemeteries, tombs, and rights of burial; the property to the 
amount of $.500 of a widow, of an unmarried woman over 21 years of 
age, of a person over 75 years of age, or of a minor whose father is 
deceased, provided that the whole estate, real and personal, of such 
persons does not exceed in value $1,000; the wearing apparel and 
farming utensils of every person, his household furniture not exceed- 
ing $1,000 in value, and the necessary tools of a meclianic not exceed- 
ing $300 in value; the property of soldiers and sailors who serv(*d in 
the Civil War and were disabled, their wives and widows, to the 
amount of $2,000 where the wdiole estate does not exceed $5,000; 
plantations of chestnut, hickorv, white ash, wdiite oak, and other 
tre(*s, wiiere the land is devoted exclusively to the growtli of the trees, 
for ten years after the trees reach 4 feet; sliips and vessels engaged in 
the foreign carrying trade are exempt, but tlie yearly income derived 
therefrom is taxable; ^ the capital stock, corporate franchises, and per- 
sonal propiM'ty of corporation banks; mules, hors(\s, and neat catth* 
less than 1 ycju" old; swine and sheep less than 6 months old, and 
domestic fowls not t*xce(Hling $15 in value. 

h. AssesHnient. A strikinj]: feature connected witli 
the assessment is the set of unusual and extraordinary 
powers conferred upon tlie assessors, who not only 
make the valiuitions and list the polls and estates btit 
make the final tax levy, or, as it is called in the stat- 
utes, ^^ assess the taxes/' by \\1iich is meant that they 
a])portion among the various })olls and estates as val- 
ued by them the amonnt of taxes authorized to be 
raised in their town or city for town or city, county, 
and state purposes. They also "Connnit the tax list 
with thi^ir warrants to the collector of taxes/' and may 
even grant ''abatements/' or redtictions, in taxes to 



Repealed in nX)2; chap. 374, acts of 1902. 



individuals after the tax bills are made out. They 
thus perform the functions and have the powers of 
assessors, auditors, equalizers, local boards of review, 
and local boards of appeal with respect to taxation; 
but an appeal from the arbitrary exercise of these 
powers lies to the county commissioners. 

Under the statutes the assessors publish a notice 
requiring the inhabitants of each town or city to bring 
in sworn ''true lists" of all their propert}^, but there 
is no machiner}' or penalties for compelling the iTthal)- 
itants to obey this requirement. vShould anyone do 
so, he is entitled to have his list "received as true," 
except as to valuations, but most property is listed by 
the assessors "according to their best information." 

Tlie assessment refers to the 1st da}' of May, and 
valuations are to be at the fair cash value. 

Property exempted from taxation, except that of 
charitable and religious institutions^ is also listed and 
valued for purposes of statistical information. 

Real estate is listed anniuilly, mortgages being treated 
as an interest in real estate and listed in the place 
where the real estate lies^ and personal property is also 
assessed annually and in the city or town of which the 
owner is a resident, except stock in trade and ma- 
chinery employed in other places, which is assessed 
where it is located. 

c. Equalization.' — Strictly speaking, there is no pro- 
vision for local equalization. Taxpayers overassessed 
may obtain redress either from the assessors, the 
county commissioners, or the superior court. But 
there is no machinery designed to raise the assessments 
which may be below^ the fair cash value^ except to call 
the assessors to account for nonperformance of duties. 

The following section seems to imply a system of 
state equalization, but it should be observed that it 
operates on the apportionment or share of state and 
of county taxes to each city or tow n and not upon the 
valuations, and operates only triennially. 

Revised laws, chapter 12, section 100. — ''The tax commissioner shall, 
hefore the first day of January in tlu^ year nineteen hundred and four 
and hefore the hist day of Jainiary in every tliird year thereafter, pre- 
pare and report in print to the genersd c(jurt, within the first week of its 
then next succeeding session, an ecpialization and apportionment upon 
the several cities and towns, of the ninnl)er of polls, the amount of prop- 
erty, and the proportion of every one thousand dollars of state or 
county tax, including polls at one-tentli of a mill each, which should he 
assessed upon each city and town." 

The unit of apportionment is $1,000. The amount 
which the polls will raise at one-tenth of a mill each is 
(knlucted from $1,000 in determining the property tax 
rate for each town. 
2. Baie-- 

Tlie aggregate amount of state and county taxes to 
l)e raised is fixed by the legislature at each session. 
Each town or city is required to raise its quota for 
state and county {mrposes by a levy on polls and es- 
tates. Once every three years the tax commissionei 
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determines what proportion of the whole each town or 
city is to pay. The assessors in the towns then deter- 
mine the rates by apportionment upon the property 
subject to taxation. 

There is thus no state rate as such. 
3. Collection — 

All taxes are collected by the town tax collectors, 
and are payable on demand by him. If they remain 
unpaid for fourteen days after demand and notice, 
they may be collected by distress and sale and in cer- 
tain cases by arrest and imprisonment. 

Taxes on land become a lien on May 1. 

II. Poll tax. 

The first section of the revenue laws says: ^^A poll 
tax of two dollars shall be assessed on every male in- 
habitant of the commonwealth above the age of j 
twenty years, whether a citizen of the United States i 
or an alien." This tax is paid into the municipal treas- ; 
uriesas part of thefTind out of which the state's share 
of taxes is drawn. 

III. Inheritance tax. 

All property within the jurisdiction of the state, 
corporeal or incorporeal, and any interest therein, 
whether belonging to inhabitants of the state or not, 
which shall pass by will, or by the laws regulating in- 
testate succession, or by deed, sale, or gift, intended 
to take effect in possession after the death of the grantor 
except to or for the use of the father, mother, husband, 
wife, lineal descendant, brother, sister, adopted child, 
the wife or widow of a son, or the husband of a daughter j 
of a decedent, is subject to the collateral inheritance j 
tax of 5 per cent of the value of the share or gift. | 

Gifts to institutions whose property is exempt and \ 
to towns for public purposes are also exempt and no j 
distributive share or gift is subject to the tax unless its ^ 
value exceeds $500. The value is appraised by the \ 
probate court. 

This tax with the interest thereon attaches as a lien 
to the property and is collected by the treasurer of the j 
commonwealth. 

IV. Corporation taxes. 

Corporations are taxed by the state upon all those 
elements in their wealth which can not be reached with ! 
comparative ease and certainty by the local assessors. ; 
But the state retains for its own use only that portion | 
of the taxes so raised which^would not, under tlie gen- \ 
eral principles determining the situs of property, natu- | 
rally belong to some one of the towns and cities, and 
therefore turns back to the towns a considerable part 
of that which is collected. 

In 190e3 the law relating to corporations was exten- 
sively revised. The following analysis follows that 
in force in 1902: 

The general corporation tax is also known as a gen- 
eral franchise tax or a tax on the corporate excess. 
It is administered by the state tax commissioner. 



He ascertains the market value of the shares of the 
capital stock of each corporation, which is denominated 
the value of the corporate franchise. From this amount 
are deducted certain items locally taxed and certain 
items regarded as lying beyond the jurisdiction of the 
state. The balance is assessed as the ^^ corporate ex- 
cess," and the corporations pay the tax directly into 
the state treasury. 

The deductions allowed in tlie case of all corpora- 
tions are: Real estate and machinery taxed l)y towns 
and cities in Massachusetts; and in the case of all but 
railroad, telegraph, telephone, or street railway com- 
panies, real estate and machinery locally taxed wher- 
ever situated; in the case of a railroad or telegraph 
company, or of a street railwa}^ company, domestic or 
foreign, so much of the value of its capital stock as is 
proportionate to the lengtli of line outside the state; 
in the case of a domestic telephone company, all stock 
field by it in other corporations which has been taxed 
in Massachusetts or elsewhere; and in the case of 
foreign telephone companies, as much of its capital 
stock as is proportional to the number of telephones 
controlled or used outside the state. 

The rate of taxation levied upon the corporate 
excess is determined by the commissioner, w^ho ascer- 
tains tlie total amount raised by taxation other than 
on polls in all the different towns and cities, and divides 
that by the total valuation of property as returned by 
the assessors. 

The amount raised by the tax on corporate excess 
is distributed in part to towns and cities in proportion 
to the number of shares held by citizens thereof in each 
town. The remainder, which represents the tax on 
shares of stock held outside the state, remains in the 
state treasury. In the case of foreign telegraph com- 
panies the shareholders are not sought out and the 
state takes the entire tax. 

The following cases are departures from the general 
rule already laid down, eitlier in the direction of special 
procedure or of additional taxes imposed: 

Shares of stock in l)ank.'^, national or state, are assessed locally to 
the owners and not by the state tax commissioner. The bank ad- 
vances the tax. The revenne obtained is distributed among the towns 
and cities where the shan^holders leside, and the state receives as its 
share that levied on the shanvs of foreign stockliolders. 

Savings banks are taxed on theii" deposits at the rate of one-half of 1 
per cent per annnm^ i)ayable semiannually, which is com[)uted upon 
the average deposits for eacli six months; but the amoiuit invested 
in taxable real estate and mortgages is deducted. Cooperative banks 
are exempt except ui)on their real estate. The tax on savings bank 
deposits is in lieu of all other taxes. The Massachusetts Hospital Life 
Insurance Company is taxed in much tlie same manner as savings banks. 

Life insurance companies, domestic and foreign, pay an excise tax of 
one-fourth of 1 per cent per annum upon the net value of all policies in 
force. All other domestic insurance comf}anies pay 1 per cent on net 
premiums except premiums received in other states where they are sub- 
ject to a like tax. All other.foreign insurance companies pay 2 per cent 
on net premiums received in Massachusetts. 

There is a retaliatory tax on insurance companies of every class 
organized in states which tax Massachusetts companies more heavily, 
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and a 2 per cent additional tax on companies chartered outside of the 
United States if they fail to keep on deposit in the United States proper 
security for losses. 

Tnist companies are taxable on their deposits or trust funds, and this 
tax is treated in the same manner as that on corporate excess. 

Street railway companies whose lines are partly within and partly with- 
out the state, which have paid dividends from the hef;:iiming aggregat- 
ing 6 per cent per annum, are required to pay a tax c^qiial to tlic excess 
over 8 per cent in any dividend declared over that amount. 

Street railroads generally pay an excise tax in each town on that pro- 
portion of their gross receipts which corresponds to the miles of track 
in each town or city. The rates are: Gross receipts. $4,0(K) or less per 
mile, 1 per cent; $4,000 to $7,000 per mile, 2 per rent: $7,(XX) to $14,000 
per mile, 2\ per cent; $14,000 to $21,000 per mile, 2h percent; $21,000 
to $28,000 per mile, 2| per cent ; over $28,(X)0 per mile. 3 per cent. These 
taxes are devoted to the care of the streets. 

Domestic mining and quarrying companies doing business outside the 
commonwealth pay semiannually one-twentieth of 1 })er cent on the par 
value of their capital stock and 4 per cent on n(4 profits. Similar 
companies having a usual place of business in Massachusetts, but or- 
ganized under law^s of other states, pay semianmially one -fortieth of 
1 per cent on par value of stock paid in; but this tax is not to exceed 
$300. Corporations (domestic) formed to construct I'aihoads or rail- 
roads and telegraphs in foreign countries, pay <)n(»-twentieth of 1 per 
cent per annum, divided into semiannual installments. 

Gas and electric light companies have to bear the expense of the 
board of gas and electric light commissioners and the cost of inspect- 
ors of gas meters, Kailroads l)ear tlie expense of tlie I'ailroad com- 
mission and tlie costs of inquests on travelers killed. 

V. Business taxes and licenses. 

The commonwealth receives one-fourth of the local 
liquor licenses. (See Municipal revenues.) 

Itinerant vendors pay to tlie secretary of cormnonwcniltli a license fee 
of $25 for one year; hawkers and peddlers, $50; agents of foreign fire 
insurance companies not authorized to do business in Massachusetts, 
$20. 

B. FEES. 

Secretary of the commonwealtli. — Articles of incorporation and 
amendments thereto, one-twentieth of 1 per cent of capital stock, but 
not less than $.5 nor more than $200. In 1903, made ori(-fortieth of 1 
per cent l)ut not less than $10. 

Commissioner of corporations. — For every writ served upon him as 
attorn(\v for a foreign corporation, $2. 

Treasurei-. -For filing first papers of foreign corporatk)ns, $25. 

The commonwealth receives the proceeds of a iV*e of $2 charged for the 
inspection of steam boilers. 

Insurance conin\issioner.— Valuations of life policies, 2^ mills per 
$1,0(X) of insurance; examination of domestic companies, $30; filing 
charter of foreign companies, $30; application for admission and annual 
statement, $20; licenses for agents in foreign insurance companies, $20 
annually; insurance broker, $20; renewal, $2; certificate of valuation 
of policies of life insurance companies, $2. 

County Revenues. 

The counties in jMassachusetts have very little auton- 
omy and no strictly independent tax levy for their sup- 
port. They merely receive into their treasuries cer- 
tain Slims allotted to them under orders of the general 
court, and assessed and collected l)y tlie town and city 
assessors upon the polls and estatc^s in each town and 
city. The entire machinery for coiuity taxes has there- 
fore been described under the head of State revenues. 



Municipal Revenues. 

Town and city taxes on polls and estates are assessed, 
levied, and collected in the same manner as has already 
been described for state revenues^ and no further analy- 
sis is necessary. Owing to the large degree of autonomy 
enjoyed by the towns and cities there are many local 
differences of law and practice. These practices and 
local institutions rest as often upon tradition as upon 
express grant by any legislative authority, and in some 
cases suggest that the original powers of the local au- 
thorities are superior even to those of the common- 
wealth. 

V. Business taxes and licenses. 

Liquor licenses, annual — First class, liquors of all kinds, to be drunk 
on premises, minimum, $1,000; second class, malt liquors, cider, and 
light wines, to be drunk on premises, minimum, $250; third class, malt 
liquors and cider, to be drunk on premises, minimum, $250; fourth class, 
]i((uors of any kind, not to be drunk on premises, minimum, $3(X); fifth 
class, nuilt liquors, cider, light wines, not to be drunk on premises, mini- 
mum, $150; sixth class, retail druggists, $1; seventh class, paints and 
chemicals, $1. Of these, the cities receive three-fourths. 

Other licenses, annual — Auctioneers, not less than $2 ; billiard saloons, 
not less than $2; bowling alleys, not less than $2; carriages, $1; dogs, 
for breeding, five in number, $25, over five, $50; males and spayed 
females, $2; females, $5; peddlers, towns of 1,000, $3; 1,000 to 2,000, 
$(]; 2,0(K) to 3,000, $8; 3,000 to 4,(X)0, $10; cities and other towns, $10 
plus $1 per 1,(XX), limit, $25; horse killing establishments, not to ex- 
ceed $1 ; intelligence offices, not less than $2; junk dealers, not less than 
$2; milk dealers, 50 cents; oyster digging, $2.50; pawnbrokers, $50; 
plumbers — master, $2; journeymen, ,50 cents; private detectives, $10; 
slaughterliouses, not less than $1 ; steamboats, not less than $1 ; skating 
rinks and picnic groves, not less ttian $2; surveyor of lumber, not less 
than $1. 

VI. Special property taxes. 

Watering rates. — This tax is treated as a part of the 
general property tax, in which its returns are merged. 
In form it suggests a special assessment, but it differs 
therefrom in that it is regularly recurrent each year 
and is not for any permanent improvement. It differs 
from the general property tax in that it is levied on 
part of the property only, and assessed upon each 
linear foot of frontage instead of upon valuation. In 
some cities and towns the same services are charged to 
the general property tax. It is levied and collected 
l)y the same officers as the general property tax. 

A city may determine that the streets, or certain 
streets, or portions of streets shall be watered, in whole 
or in part, at the expense of the abutters. In such 
event the expense for a municipal year, the propor- 
tion thereof to be borne by abutters, and the rate to 
be assessed upon each linear foot of frontage upon 
such streets or portions of such streets is estimated and 
determined by the board of aldermen, and assessed 
u|)on the estates abutting on such streets in proportion 
to the number of linear feet of each estate on the wa- 
tered street. The amount on each estate is determined 
by tlie board, or, if the board so determines, by the 
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board of public works, the board of street commis- 
sioners, superintendent of streets, or other officer, who 
certifies the same to the assessors. 

This tax is included in the annual tax bill of such 
estates and collected as other taxes on the same estates. 



School Revenues. 
The sum of $100,000 is to be paid annually from the 

MICHIGAN.^ 



treasury of the commonwealth into the school fund 
until the principal amounts to $5,000,000. The 
income is apportioned among the towns, to be applied 
by the school committees to the public schools. 

Towns are required, under penalty of forfeitures, to 
raise by taxation money necessary for the support of 
public schools, whibh shall go to the school committees 
of the town. 



The constitution of Michigan, adopted in 1850, pre- 
scribed the general property tax for state and local. pur- 
poses, but also permitted the legislature to levy ^^ spe- 
cific" taxes upon certain classes of corporations for cer- 
tain state purposes, mainly educational, such specific 
taxes to be in lieu of all other taxes. Under the latter 
provision the legislature levied a tax on the gross 
receipts of railroads and other large corporations. In 
1900 the constitution was amended so as to permit of 
what was popularly known as ^^ equal taxation," or the 
taxation of railroads and large corporations on their 
entire property in the state as determined and assessed 
by a state board at a rate equal to the average rate for 
state, county, and municipal purposes assessed upon 
other property. The changes made l)y the legislature 
in the revenue laws pursuant to this amendment went 
into effect for the most part in 1002. On that account 
both systems will have to be described. 

CON STITUTIO N A E PRO V I S lO N S . 
ARTICJ.E XIV. 

Sec. 1. All specific state taxes, except those received from the 
mining companies of the upper peninsula, shall be applied in paying 
the interest upon the primary school, university, find other educational 
funds, and the interest and principal of thc^ state debt, in the order 
herein recited, until the extinguisliment of the state d(^bt, otlier than the 
amounts due to educational funds, when such specific taxes shall be 
added to and constitute a part of the primary school interest fund. 
The legislature shall provide for an annual tax, suffic^ient with other re- 
sources to pay the estimated expenses of the state govermnent, the 
interest of the state debt, and such deficiency as may occur in the 
resources. 

Sec. 10 (as amended in 19(X)). The state may continue to collect all 
specific taxes accruing to the treasury under existing laws. The legisla- 
ture may provide for the collection of specific taxes from corporations. 
The legislature may provide for the assessment of tlu^ property of corpo- 
rations, at its true cash value, by a state board of assessors, and for the 
levying and collection of taxes thereon. All taxes hereaftei' levied on 
the property of sucli classcvs of corporations as are paying specific taxes 
under laws in force on November 6, 19(X), sliall be applied as ])rovided for 
specific taxes in section one of this article. 

Sec. 11 (as amended in 1900). The legislature shall provide a uniform 
rule of taxation, except on property paying specific taxes, and taxes shall 



^This compilation is derived mainly from the following sources: 

The Compiled Laws of the State of Michigan of 1897. (V)mpil(Kl under 
provision of the law bv L. M. :Miller; 3 \ Dliunes and an index : Lansing, 
Mich., 1899. 

i'uhWc Acts of 1899, No. 19, approved March 1.5, 1899. 

Public Acts of 1899, No. 179, approved June 23, 1899. 

Public Acts of mn, No. 173, approved May 27, P-Kjl. 



be levied on such property as shall be prescribed by law: Provided, Tbat 
the legislature shall provide a uniform rule of taxation for such prop- 
erty as shall l)e assessed by a state board of assessors, and the rate of tax- 
ation on such property shall be tlie rate wliicli the stat(> board of assessors 
shall ascertain and determine is the average rate levied upon other prop- 
er(y upon wliich ad valorem taxes are assessed for state, county, town- 
ship, school, and nuuiicipal purposes. 

Sec. 12. All assessments hereafter authorized shall be on property at 
its cash value. 

Sec. 13 (as amended in 19(X)). In the year 1901 and every fifth year 
thereafter, and at such other tim{>s as the legislature may direct, the 
legislature shall provide for an e(jualization of assessments by a state 
board, on all taxable prop<^rty, except that taxed under laws passed pvu"- 
suant to section ten of this article. 

Sec. 14. Every law w^iich imposes, continues, or revives a tax shall 
distinctly state the tax, and the object to which it is to l)e applied; and 
it shall not be suffici(>nt to refer to any other law to fix such tax or object. 

OPFICKRS. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are: 

(1) Th(* supervisors, elected sinnaallv in each township, who makc^ tlie 
initial assessments; in incorporated villages and in certain citi(^s this 
work is done by an officer calhnl tlie assessor, or by a board of assessors. 

(2) The board of review for each township, composed of the super- 
visor, and two taxpaying landholdj'rs elected for (wo years, one in each 
alternate year. 

(3) The county board of snpervisors, composed of the supervisors of 
each township in the county, which equalizes the assessment between 
towaiships, villages, etc. 

(4) The state board of equalization, consisting of th(* lieutenant gov- 
ernor, the auditor-general, t he seci-etjuy of state:, the state treasurer, and 
the commissioner of th(^ land oflice. 

(.5) The state board of tax commissioners, created in 1899, formerly 
of three, now of five mem!>ers a})pointed by the governor for a full 
term of six years. 

(6) The township treasurer', who acts as tax collector. 

State Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general properfy tax. 
1. Base 
a. The property included and exempt. All })roperty, 
real and personal^ within the jnrisdiction of the state, 
not expressly exem])ted, is siil>ject to this tax. 

(I) 'Mica! property" includes all hinds within the state, and all build- 
ings and fixtures thereon, and a])purtenances thereto. Real estate is 
assessed in the township or place where situatt^l to both the owner and 
the occupant. Possessory claims fo homestead lands are assessed as 
personal property. 
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(2) " Personal property "includes all moneys; all annuities and royal- 
ties: all goods, chattels, and effects within the state; all ships, boats, 
and vessels, and their a})piirtenances belonging to inhal)itants of tliis 
state, whether at home or abroad; all goods, chattels, and efl'ects be- 
longing to inhal>itant8 of this state, situate without this state, except 
property actually and permanently invested in business in another 
state; all credits of every kind belonging to inhabitants of this state, 
over and above the announts owed by them; all shares in corporations 
organized under the laws of this state, when the property of sucli cor- 
porations is not exempt or is not taxable in itself, or when the personal 
property is not taxed; all shares in banks within the stat(>, at their cash 
value^ after deducting the assessed value of real })roperty of the banks; 
all shares of foreign corporations, except national banks, owned by citi- 
zens of the state; all interests owned by individuals in lands, the fee of 
which is in the state or the United States; all ))uiklings and improve- 
ments upon leased lands except when veal property is assessed to same 
person; tombs and vaults for hire and the stock of any corporation 
owTiing them; all otlier personal property not spiu'ially exempt; all 
nursery stock and trees; all produce and grain on hand, stored in ware- 
house or mill, and in transit, owned witliin tlie state; the personal prop- 
erty of all gas and coke companies, natural gas companies, electric light 
companies, waterworks companies, and hydraulic companies, to be 
assessed in the township, village, or city wliere the principal works are 
located, the mains, pi[)es, and wares of such c()m[)anies being assessed as 
personal property; the p(n'sonal property of street railroad, plank road, 
cable or electric railroad, or transportation companies, bridge com- 
panies, and all other conjpanies not required to ]>ay a sj)eeific tax to the 
state in lieu of all other taxes, shall be assessed in the township, village, 
or city wliere its principal l)usiness office is situated, and the track, road, 
or bridge of any such company shall l)e held to be personal property, and 
may be assessed in tlie township, etc., where it is located, used, or laid. 

(3) Exemptions, in addition to all public property, are: Property of 
library, l)enevolent, charitable, educational, and scientific institutions; 
houses of public worship and parsonages; cemeteries; the property of 
persons who, in the opinion of the supervisor and board of review, by 
reason of poverty, are unable to contribute toward the pul)lic cliarges; 
property of state and local agricultural societies; parks and armories; 
property of posts of tlie Grand Army of tlie Republic, Sons of Veterans, 
Union Veterans' Unions, and of Women's Relief Coips, of all Young 
Men's Christian Associations, and of Women's (liristian Temperance 
Union associations, Young People's Christian Unions, and similar asso- 
ciations; pensions receivable from the United States; property of 
Indians who are not citizens; the library, family pictures, schoolbooks, 
one sewing machine, and wearing apparel used and owned by each 
individual or family: household furniture, provisions, and fuel to the 
value (^f $5CX) to each household; working tools of any mechanic to 
$1(K); fire a[){)aratus of organized companies; all mules, horses, and 
cattle not ov(^r one year old, all sheep and swine not over six months 
old, and all (k^mesticated birds; personal property owned and used by 
any liouseholder in connection w^ith his business to the value of $200; 
all property of tlie Woman\s Auxiliary Society of the University of 
Michigan. 

The law does not expr(>ssly provide for mortgages, but they are 
regarded as taxable prop(Mly of the mortgagee. Personal property sub- 
ject to a mortgag(* may \n^ taxed in tlie hands of the person in possession. 

Until 1901 railroads were extvnipt from the general property tax 
by virtue of paying a "specilic" inx on gross earnings, but since then 
thev have been taxed for state taxation u{)on all their property, real and 
personal, and franchises, ''said franclus(>s not to be directly assessed, but 
to be taken into consideration in determiinng the value of other prop- 
erty. " The same general principle is made by the statute applicable to 
express companies, car companies, fast freight lines, and union station 
and dejiol companies. 

h. Assessment. — In general, there is but one com- 
plete assessment roll for state, coimty, and municipal 
taxes, but incorporated villages aiul certain cities may 
cause a separate roll to be made up for their own taxa- 



tion. The state assessment, determined by the state 
board of equalization for five years, is in effect a mere 
apportionment of the burden of state government 
among the counties, irrespective of the annual local 
assessment upon which the state tax is actually col- 
lected. The township, village, ward, or city is the 
unit, and the initial assessment is made by the town- 
ship supervisor, or, where a city charter otherwise pro- 
vides, by soine assessor or board of assessors. The 
assessment of all property is made ammally and refers 
to the second Monday in April. Property is assessed 
to the owner or person in possession, and personal 
property in general follows the situs of that person, 
except in specified cases in which, on account of liability 
to evasion, the situs of the property itself is })referred. 
The supervisor must require (down to 1899 he might 
reqiiire) a sworn statement from every person ^^of full 
age and sound mind,'' as to his property; and he may 
require persons claiming to have no property to take 
oath to that effect. The value assigned to the property 
by the owner is not taken as conclusive, it being the 
duty of the supervisor to make the valuation at the 
" cash value," or usual selling price, where the prop- 
erty is. The assessment proper is completed by the 
township board of review, which, after correcting the 
roll, is required formally to approve it. 

Willful neglect by the owner to furnish a statement 
of his property and its value is a misdemeanor for 
which a fine not to exceed $100 may be imposed, or 
imprisonment not to exceed thirt}^ days in jail, or both. 
In case of corporation officials these penalties are $100 
to $1,000 and thirty to sixty days in jail. 

Corporations in general are assessed precisely as 
individuals, but certain classes of corporations, which 
xmtil 1902 paid ^^ specific" taxes, are now assessed upon 
their property by the state board of tax commissioners. 
The assessment made by this board is not apportioned 
among the townships or counties and is made the basis 
for state taxation only. 

Since 1899 the state board of tax commissioners has 
had supervisory power over the assessment official*, 
and the powder to compel an observance of the law. 

Banks are assessed upon their real estate only, shares of the capi- 
tal stock being assessed at their cash value (less the value of the real 
(vstate) to the stockholders, and at the place where the bank is located. 
Shareholders residing in other tow^iships in the same county are assessed 
for their shares in their home townships. The cashier of the bank is 
made the agent of the shareholders for the payment of the tax. Private 
l)anks are assessed on their tangible property, plus the excess of their 
credits over their deposits and debts. 

Corporations generally, except railroad, insurance, telegraph, and 
banking companies, and others whose assessment is specifically pro- 
vided for, are assessed upon their real property, plus the dilTerence 
between that and the market value of the stock, which is taken to repre- 
sent their personal property or franchises, and to this may be added the 
excess of their credits over their bona fide debts. Navigation com- 
panies and street railroads follow^ this general rule. (Citizens' Street 
Railway Co. v. Common Council of Detroit, 125 Mich., 673.) 

Until 1901 railroads were subject to a specific state tax on gross 
i receipts, apportioned according to earnings per mile of road operated. 
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But since 1901 railroads have been assessed annually b}- the board of 
state tax commissioners upon all their property, except real estate not 
actually occupied in the exercise of their franchises nor used in the opera- 
tion of their road, such real estate being taxed like otlier real estate in the 
townships. The same applies to union station and depot companies 
and other car companies, and, save as to tangible personalty, to express 
companies. 

Telegraph and telephone companies were, until 1899, assessed l)y a 
state board, composed of the auditor-general, the state treasurer, and 
the commissioner of the land office. 

c. Equalization. — There is no equalization, so called, 
between individuals, although the action of the ' ^ board 
of review'' in connection with assessment has practi- 
cally that effect - 

The county board of supervisors equalizes annually 
between townships, wards, or cities in their county, 
making such additions and deductions on the total 
value of real estate in the several townships as will, in 
their judgment, produce relatively an equal and uni- 
form valuation in the county. The effect of equaliza- 
tion in this manner is felt entirely in the apportionment 
of state and county taxes, as the assessment roll, after 
it leaves the hands of the board of review, is not 
amended. 

The state board of equalization, once every five 
years (1896, 1901), equalizes the valuation of all prop- 
erty in the state, except that paying specific taxes, by 
adding to or deducting from the aggregate valuation of 
taxable real and personal property such percentages as 
will produce relatively equal and uniform valuations 
between the several counties. This forms the basis of 
the state assessment for five years. 

The new state board of tax commissioners, created 
since 1899, has powers analogous to those of boards of 
equalization. It has power to inspect the roll, and 
after a public hearing at which the supervisor and the 
interested parties are present, may change individual 
assessments, add property omitted, and make a gen- 
eral review of the roll. 
2. Rate— 

The rate for state purposes is determined each year 
strictly by apportionment, an apparent exception 
being the so-called mill tax (one-fourth of 1 mill) on 
the state assessment for the support of the university. 
The legislature makes such appropriations as it sees 
lit and directs in a general way the total amount of 
money to be raised. The auditor-general certifies to 
the clerk of each county (the clerk acts as county 
auditor), or to the proper city official, that proportion 
of the total amount to be raised for state purposes 
which the state assessment in each county or city 
bears to the total assessed valuation of the state as 
fixed once in five years by the state board of equaliza- 
tion. The county board of supervisors apportions the 
share of its county among the townships on the basis 
of the annual assessment in each, and the supervisor 
in each township apportions the amount assigned to 
the township among the individuals in proportion to 



their assessed property. There is thus no universal 
''state rate" save in connection with the state assess- 
ment. 

Under the new tax law, wlvich made railroad and kindred com- 
panies subject to the g(>neral property tax, the rate for those compa- 
nies is determined by the auditor-general, who is instructed to ascertain 
the rate by dividing the total taxes raised on other property in the 
state by tlie total assessed valuation of such other property. 

Until 1899 the rate for telegraph and tt>leplione companies was the 
average rate of all taxation ^ general and local, levied on other property, 
and was determined by the state board of assessment for those com- 
panies. 

3. Collection — 
In general, all taxes, state and local, except those 
called ''specific" (which still include the tax on rail- 
roads, etc., under the new law), are collected by the 
township treasurers. The taxes due from taxpayers 
become a debt to the township, and are secured by a 
lien on the property, attaching on the 1st day of 
December. Taxes are delinquent on the 10th of Janu- 
ary, when the collection fee becomes 4 per cent; but if 
the treasurer is apprehensive of the loss of any per- 
sonal tax, he may proceed to collect it by seizing the 
property and bringing suit in December, and in that 
case the collection fee is 4 per cent. After the 10th of 
January the treasurer is to make a personal demand 
on each taxpayer who is delinquent, and in case pay- 
ment is not made, collects by seizure and sale. 
The state's portion is turned over to the county treas- 
urer, and by him to the state treasurer. 

The tax on railroad and kindred companies under the new law is a 
lien upon the real estate of the corporations, and is payable to the state 
treasurer on or before the first Monday in January, and if not paid on 
or before February 1, involves a penalty of 2 per cent a month, and 
may be collected by suit. 

The tax on telegraph and telephone companies was, so long as these 
companies remained under the general property tax, (collected by the 
state treasurer. 

The township treasurer as collector is paid by a fee of 1 per cent 
which is added to the taxes. 

II. Poll tax. 

There is no state poll tax. 

III. Inheritance tax. 

All real and personal property in the state of over 
$500 passing by inheritance or by gift intended to take 
effect after death, except to persons or corporations 
exempt, is subject to a tax of 5 per cent of its clear 
market value. Exempt is property passing to the 
father, mother, husl)and, wife, child, brother, sister, 
wife or widow of a son, husband of a (huighter, or 
adopted child, or to or for the use of any lineal de- 
scendant, unless it be personal pro})erty of the value 
of $5,000 or more, in w^hich casc^ t he tax is 1 per cent 
of tlie clear market value. This tax is paid to the state 
for the })enefit of educational funds. 

IV. Cor2)oration taxes. 

Most corporations are taxed under the general prop- 
erty tax. Until after the adoption of the coustitu- 
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tional amendment of 1900, and the legislation subse- 
quent thereto, certain corporations paid '^specific 
taxes," and the}' are still treated in a manner sufH- 
cientlv different from other corporations and from 
natural |)ersons to warrant their mention under this 
heading. These corporations are railroad; river im- 
proveuient, insurance, plank road, express, telegraphy 
telephone, and car companies. The taxes were in 
lieu of all other taxes except on real estate not neces- 
saril}^ connected with the business of the corporations. 

Tlie present inetlKxl of tuxliv^ nulroad and kindi'cd companies 
and express companies lias l)een desciil)ed under th(^ <j^eneral property 
tax. Formerly they were taxed on their gross rec{^ij)ts and paid directly 
to the state treasury. Tlie rates (or railroads iiave variefl from time to 
time. They were fixed in 1897 as follows: Upon gross earnings not ex- 
ceeding $2,()0() per mile, 21 per cent; over $2,000 and not exceeding 
$4,000 per mile, 3| per cent; over 14,000 and not exceeding $6,0(X) per 
mile, 4 per cent; over $6,(K)0 and not exceeding $8,000 per mile, 41 per 
cent; over $8,000 per mile, 5 per c(>nt. 

Express companies, wlitle under the "specific" tax system, were 
required to pay on tlieir gross receipts in Michigan. Until 1898 the rate 
was 1 per cent; after tliat, 5 per cent. In 11X)1 they were hrought under 
the general property tax with railroads. 

Since 1899 tek^grapli and telephone companies have heen taxed upon 
their gross receipts in Michigan at the rate of 3 per cent. 

Foreign life insurance companies are taxed upon gross premiums re- 
ceived in Michigan at the rate of 2 per cent; plate glass, accident, live 
stock, st(»am holier, and fidelity insurance companies pay at the rate of 
2 per cent; and foreign fire and marine insurance companies at the rate 
of 3 per cent. A retaliatory tax is laid on insurance companies incorpo- 
rated in states which levy heavier taxes on Michigan companies. 

River improvement companies pay 1 per cent per annum on paid-up 
capital. 

Road companies pay 2i per cent per annum on gross earnings. 

V. Business taxes and licenses. 

Itinerant vendors, $25 per annum —^collected by the secretary of state. 
Hawkers and peddlers — on foot, $15; 1 liorse, $40; more than 1 horse, 
$75; on railroad or steamboat, $100; taking orders, $50— collected by the 
state treasurer. Auction duties — sales of spirits and wines, 2| per cent; 
goods imported from outside the United States, 1| per cent — collected 
l)y county treasun^rs and paid to the state. Liquor tax— tlie state does 
not share in the ordinary liquor tax or licenses whicli are collected by 
the county treasurer, but levies a specified tax on the '^ busin(^ss of sell- 
ing spirituous, intoxicating, malt, brewed, and fermented liquors in the 
state of Michigan to f)e sliipped from without the state" at wholesale, l)y 
persons not resident in the state; the annual rates are $3(X) for spirituous 
and intoxicating liquors, and $100 for malt liquors— collected by the 
auditoi-gc^neral. 

B, FEES. 

To secretary of state. — For lihng articles of incorporation, .50 cents; 
for recording or copying articles of association, 20 cents per folio of 100 
words; for seal, 25 cents; franchise f(M^s, one-half of 1 mill on eacli dollar 
of authorized capital stock. 

County Revi^ni es. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general propertij tax. 

1. JhMe 

The propc^rty ineluded and the assessment and equal- 
ization are i\\v same for tlie county lax as for the state. 



2. Rate^ 

The amount to be raised is levied by the county 
board of supervisors and apportioned among the town- 
ships. 

3. Collection — 

Same as for the state tax. 
II, III, and IV. Poll tax, inheritance tax, and corpora- 
tion taxes. 

There are no poll, special corporation, or inheritance 
taxes for county purposes. 
V. Business taxes and licenses. 

Lif^uors. — Upon the business of selling liquors the raters are: Selling 
at retail, spirituous or malt, $.500; malt liquors at wholesale or retail, or 
both, $r/X); spirits at wholesale, $,500; spirits at wholesale and retail, 
SSOO; manufacturing malt liquors, $65; manufacturing spirits, S800. 
This tax is collected by tlie county treasurer, onedialf retained foi- the 
benefit of the county and one-half turned over to the township in which 
the business is located. 

Municipal Revenues. 

The divisions of local government are the townships, 
the villages, the cities, the road districts, and the 
school districts which are divisions of the township; 
but under certain circumstances cities or villages may 
be the school districts. 

A. taxes. 

I. The general property tax. 

1. Base— 

The property included and the assessment and equal- 
ization are, in general, the same as for state taxes, 
except that villages and certain cities may make up 
separate rolls. 

2. Rate— 

In townships the amount to be raised by taxation is 
fixed by the inhabitants at town meeting, subject to 

I certain legal limitations. If the town meeting fails to 

I fix the amount, the trustees may levy within certain 

I limits. 

I In villages the power to levy taxes rests with the 
village council, under restrictions imposed by law. In 
cities the city council fixes the rate, subject also to 

I many legal restrictions. 

! 3. Collection — 

This is, in general, the same as for state taxes. Cities, 
however, may collect in two installments — one for 
general and one for city taxes. 

II. Pedl tax, 

a. General. — The village council has the power to 
levy a poll tax of |1 on all males as above, except 
active members of the fire department. 

h. Road. — All male inliabitants of the state over 21 
and under 50 years of age, except pensioners of the 
I'nited States, persons exempted by the military laws, 
tliosiMvho are mentally incompetent, and paupers, are 
liable to assessment for highway labor one day in each 
year in the road district where he resides. 
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III and IV. Inheritance tax and corporation taxes. 

There are no municipal inheritance or corporation 
taxes. 
V. Business taxes and licenses. 

In general, villages and cities may license, at rates to be fixed by the 
councils, billiard tables and ball alleys; taverns and eating houses; pub- 
lic shows and exhibitions; auctioneers, hawkers and jx^ddlers, transient 
traders, and dealers; hacks and other public vehicles; sohcitors for pas- 
sengers or baggage; wharf boats, ferries, and toll l)ridges; maternity 
hospitals; and city boards of health may charge fees for examination of 
plumbers. 

Municipal governments receive one-half the liquor taxes collected by 
the county. 

There is a special dog tax collected bv a dog warden in each towaiship 
to form a fund for the payment of damages done by dogs to sheep. 
Cities may also levy a tax on dogs. 

F. SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS. 

Special assessments may be made to cover the cost 
in whole or in part of any local or public improvement. 
Special provisions are made for ^^ drains" ordered by 



the county supervisors imder a commissioner of drains. 
The village and city council may order assessments for 
certain public improvements. They are estimated by 
a special board of assessors for the special district 
affected, according to frontage or benefits, pro rata 
upon the lots and promises. 

School Revenues. 

In school districts the school boards estimate the 
amount to be raised and the levy is luade ])y the town- 
ship. 

Road Districts, Taxes. 

Road district taxes are levied by the road commis- 
sioner or by township vote, and the rate is stated both 
in days' labor, per $100 of assessed valuation, and in 
money. These are generally^ payable in labor but 
may, under certain circumstances, be commuted into 
monev. 
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Minnesota derives her revenues mainly from the gen- 
eral property tax. There is, however, an inheritance 
tax, direct and collateral. Public service companies 
are taxed by a percentage on their gross receipts. 

constitutional provisions. 

ARTICLE IX. 

Sec. 1. All taxes to be raised in this state shall be as nearly equal as 
may be, and all property on which taxes are to be levied shall have a 
cash valuation, and be equalized and uniform throughout the state : Pro- 
vided, That the legislature may, by general law or special act, authorize 
municipal corporations to levy assessments for local improvements upon 
the property fronting upon such improvements, or upon the property to 
be benefited by such improvements, or both, without regard to a cash 
valuation, and in such manner as the legislature may prescril)e: {And 
provided further, That for the purpose of defraying expenses of laying 
water pipes and supplying any city or municipality with water, the leg- 
islature may, by general or special law, authorize any such city or mu- 
nicipality, having a population of five thousand or more, to levy an 
annual tax or assessment upon the lineal foot of all lands fronting on any 
water main or w^ater pipes laid by such city or miniicipality without 
regard to the cash value of such property.) 

And provixled further, That there may be by law levied and collected 
a tax upon all inheritances, devises, and bequests, legacies, and gifts of 
every kind and description above a fixed and specified sum, of any and 
all natural persons or corporations. Such tax al)ove each exempted 
sum may be uniform, or it may be graded or progressive, but shall not 
exceed a maximum rate of five per cent. 

Sec. 2. The legislature shall provide for an annual tax sufficient to 
defray the estimated (ordinary) expenses of tlie state for each year: and 
whenever it shall happen that such ordinary expenses of tlie state for 
any year shall exceed the income of the state for such year, the legisla- 
ture shall provide for levying a tax for the ensuing year sufficient, with 
other sources of income, to pay the deficiency of the preceding year, to- 
gether with the estimated expenses of such ensuing year. 

1 This compilation is derived mainly from the following sources: 
The General Statutes of Minnesota, 1894: West l^iblishmg Com- 
pany, St. Paul, Minn., 1894. 
Laws of Minnesota, 1895, 1897, 1899, 1901, 1902, 1903. 



(But no law^ levying a tax for tlie payment of interest or principal of 
the bonds denominated "Minnesota state railroad bonds" shall take 
effect imless submitted to a vote of the people and adopted by a majority 
vote.) 

Sec. 3. Laws shall be passed taxing all moneys, credits, investments 
in bonds, stocks, joint-stock companies, or otherwise; but public bury- 
ing grounds, public schoolhouses, public hospitals, academies, colleges, 
universities, and all seminaries of learning, all churches, church property 
used for religious purposes, and houses of worship, institutions of purely 
public charity, public property used exclusively for any public purpose, 
and personal property to an amount not exceeding in value two hundred 
dollars for each individual, shall, by general laws, be exempt from taxa- 
tion. 

Sec. 4. Laws shall be passed for taxing the notes and bills discounted 
or purchased, moneys loaned, and all other property, effects, or dues of 
every description of all banks and of all bankers, so that all property 
employed in banking shall always be subject to a taxation equal to that 
imposed on the property of individuals. 

ARTICLE IV. 

Sec. 32a. Any law providing for the repeal or amendment of any law 
or laws heretofore enacted, which provides that any railroad company 
now existing in this state, or operating its road therein, or wliich may 
be liereafter organized, shall in li(Mi of all other taxes and assessments 
upon their real estate, roads, rolhng stock, and other personal property, 
at and during the time and periods therein specified, pay into the t rcMis- 
ury of this state a certain percentage thei-ein mentioned of the gross 
earnings of such railroad companies now existing or hereafter inganized, 
shall, l)efore the same shall take effect and be in force, l)e submitted to a 
vote of the people of the state and be adopted and ratified by a majority 
of the electors of the state voting at the election at whicli th(^ sniuo shall 
l)e submitted to them. 

Sec. 33. The h^gislature shall pass no local or special law regulating 
the l)uilding or repairing of schoolhouses and the i-aising of money for 
such purposes, exenipting property from taxjition, or autliorizing public 
taxation for a private purpose. 

ARTICLE XL 

Sec. 5. Local taxation. — Any county and towTiship organization 
sliall have such powders of local taxation as may be prescrilxKl by law. 



728 



WEALTH, DEBT, AND TAXATION. 



Amended, 1897. (The legislature may impose upon the property 
within this state of any and all owners or operators, of any and all sleep- 
ing, parlor, and drawling room cars, which run into or through this state; 
also upon the property within the state of any and all telegraph and tele- 
phone companies in the state; also upon the property witliin the state 
of all express companies, domestic insurance companies, operators of 
mines, boom companies, shipbuilders (provided that the amendment 
does not apply to railroad property) a tax on property uniform with 
other taxes or upon net earnings, graded or progressive, or both.) 

ARTICLE IX. 

Amended, 1898. State road and bridge fund.— (The legislature is 
authorized to add to such fund for the purpose of constructing or im- 
proving roads and bridges of this state by providing, in its discretion, 
for an annual tax levy upon the property of this state of not to exceed 
in any year one-twentieth of one mill on all the taxabh^ property within 
the state.) 

OFFICERS. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are: 

(1) Township assessor, elected for one year. 

(2) City assessor, elected annually by the common council; also 
village assessor, elected annually by the council. 

(3) Town board of review, composed of the supervisor of each town, 
the assessor, recorder, and president of each incorporated village, and 
the assessor, recorder, and mayor of each city. 

(4) County board of equalization, composed of the county commis- 
sioners, and the county auditor. 

(5) State board of equalization, composed of the governor, auditor of 
state, and the attorney-general, with one qualified elector from each 
judicial district of the state to be appointed by the governor every two 
years. 

(6) County treasurer, who is collector of taxes, elected for two years. 

State Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general property tax. 
1. Base— 
a. The property included and exempt, — All real and 
personal property in the state^ and all personal prop- 
erty of persons residing therein, is subject to taxation, 
except as expressly exempted or upon the earnings of 
which a percentage is collected in lieu of the property 
tax. 

(1) '' Real property " includes, for purposes of taxation, the land itself, 
and all buildings, structures, and improvements, trees or other fixtures, 
all rights and privileges appertaining, and all mines, minerals, quarries, 
and fossils in and uruler the same. 

Mortgages on lands, etc., are taxable as personal property. 

Lands of any railroad coinpany exempted by the gross earnings tax 
law become subject to taxation "hs soon as sold, leased, or contracted 
to be sold or leased.-' 

Whenever an\' special stock and land stock, or any other writing or 
instrument whatever, is issued by any raihoad company to any person 
with a view to secure to the person any right, title, or interest in the 
lands, that interest becomes taxable to tlie liolder as other real prop- 
erty in the state. 

(2) ^' Pin-sonal property'^ includes all goods, chattels, moneys, 
credits, and efFects wheresoever they may be, ail moneys at interest 
within or wilhout the state due the person to l)e taxed more than he 
pays interest for, and all other debts due such persons more than their 
indebtedness; all public stocks and securities; all stock in corporations 



(except national banks) out of the state owned by inhabitants of the 
state; the income of any annuity unless tlie capital be taxed within the 
state; bank shares; improvements on lands of which the fee is vested 
in the United States, or corporations whose property is not subject to the 
same mode and rule of taxation as other property. 

(3) Exemptions, in addition to public property, are: Academies, 
colleges, and institutions of learning; churches; cemeteries; institu- 
tions of purely public charity, hospitals, and their endow^ments; fire 
engines and horses; public libraries; and personal property of each indi- 
vidual up to $100 in value; also the property of agricultural societies, 
incorporated under the state law, and of camp meeting associations. 

b. Assessment, — The assessment is made with refer- 
ence to the holding and value on May 1. Real property 
is to be listed and assessed every even numbered year; 
personal property, annually. The lists are to be made 
under oath. 

The lists are to be made under oath but the valuation 
is to be fixed by the assessors, each item at its true 
value in money. Shares of stock in corporations, 
taxed on capital and property, need not be listed. 
From the gross amount of credits, which may include 
grain to the value of $300 held by the producer for sale, 
may be deducted bona fide indebtedness, except insur- 
ance premium notes and subscriptions to capital stock 
or to charitable institutions. Banks do not have 
this privilege of deduction from credits. 

Submitting a false list is a misdemeanor, subject to 
a fine of $100, or imprisonment for three months. 

Real estate is assessed in the even numbered years 
upon actual view, at its full value, including the value 
of all improvements. The value of the land, exclusive 
of improvements, is also to be determined. In odd 
numbered years the assessor is to correct the assess- 
ment for new structures or losses. 

Property undervalued by county officials or unlawfully omitted from 

the assessment may be called to the notice of the governor, who shall 

thereupon appoint an examiner to assess the property at its true value. 

Taxes so assessed are a lien on all real property of the owner in the county. 

The auditor of the state is to certify to the counties lists of public and 

! railroad lands becoming taxable. 

I Corporations are assessed on their real estate and personal property 
I and also on capital stock. From the market value of the shares of stock 
I is deducted the amount of all indebtedness and the value of the property, 
\ real and personal, and the balance is listed as ''bonds and stocks," 
I Mortgages of building and loan associations which are represented in 
I their stock are not to be assessed as mortgages. 

Bank stock is assessed where the bank is located. The accounting 

I officer of the bank is to furnish a statement of the stockholders and the 

I number of shares. The amount of investments in real estate is to be 

I deducted from the capital and surplus fund, and the remainder is taken 

as the basis for valuation of the shares in the hands of the stockholders. 

c. Equalisation. — The town board of review exam- 
ines the assessment in its town or district, supplies 
omissions, and hears complaints. 

The county board of equalization examines and 
compares the assessments of the several towns or dis- 
tricts of the county. It may raise or lower the value 
of real and personal property, but the aggregate value 
is not to be reduced. 
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The state board of equalization equalizes between the 
several counties of the state, or towns, villages^ or cities 
therein. It is not to reduce the valuation of all the 
property in the state more than 1 per cent. 

2. Rate— 

Taxes are required to be levied in specific amounts 
and the rate to be determined from the equalized 
valuation. 

In the fiscal year 1902 the legislature levied a tax of $760,000 on all 
the taxable property of the state, but the rate was not to exceed 1^% 
mills on each dollar. 

3. Collection — 

» 

Taxes for state, county, city, town, school, poor, 
bridge, road, or other purposes are collected by the 
county treasurer. The treasurer gives notice when 
he will attend in each town and district to receive the 
taxes. 

Taxes assessed on personal property are a lien after 
judgment is rendered, and are deemed delinquent on 
March 1 , when a penalty of 10 per cent attaches. After 
April 1 they may be collected by distraint and sale. 

Taxes on real property are a lien thereon from the 
first Monday in January, and if unpaid on June 1, a 
penalty of 10 per cent attaches. They may, however, 
be paid in two installments, one-half prior to June 1 
and one-half prior to November 1. On the first Mon- 
day in January an additional penalty of 5 per cent is 
charged on delinquent taxes, and on the second Monday 
in May the county auditor is to sell all land against 
which judgment has been rendered. 

II. Poll tax. 

There is no state poll tax. 

III. Inheritance tax. 

Minnesota has endeavored to frame several inherit- 
ance tax laws, but each has been declared unconstitu- 
tional. 

Law of 1901 annulled. State v, Bazelle (92 N. W., 
415). 

Law of 1902 annulled. State v, Harvey (95 N. W., 
764). 

A third inheritance tax law was passed in 1905. 

The constitution provides for an inheritance tax. 
(See Art. IX, sec. 1.) 

IV. Corporation taxes. 

All railroad companies owning or operating lines in the state are as- 
sessed upon the basis of gross earnings in lieu of other taxes on property 
used for railroad purposes. The tax is graduated according to the num- 
ber of years the road, or 30 miles thereof, has been completed. The rate 
during the first three years is 1 per cent, during the next seven years 2 
per cent, and after ten years 3 per cent. 

The tax is payable to the treasurer by March 1 , annually, or may be 
paid half on February 1 and half on August 1. Failure for thirty days 
after notice to make report of gross earnings is penalized l)y the addition 
of 25 per cent to the tax. The penalty for nonpayment is 5 per cent. 

Railroads, beginning with UK)3, are to pay a tax of 4 per cent per an- 
num on the gross earnings derived from operation witliin the state, in 
lieu of all other taxes on the property and franchises operated for rail- 
road purposes. 



Sleeping car, drawing room car, and parlor car companies are taxed 
upon gross receipts from business done within the state, such tax 
being in lieu of all other taxes. The tax is at the rate of 3 per cent 
upon the gross receipts as reported to the state auditor on May 1 for 
the preceding year. There is a jjenalty of 10 per cent for failure to 
pay at the time required. 

Express companies are taxed (i \wv cent per annum on the gross 
receipts from business in the state in li(ni of taxes on personal property. 

Freight line and equipment companies are taxed upon the amount 
and value of that part of the capital stock which Represents capital 
and property used in the state. The value of rtnd estate assessed and 
taxed locally is to be deducted. The assessment is made by the state 
board of equalization on the basis of a statement !)y the company. 
The state auditor is to charge and collect a sum in the natm-e of an 
excise or license at the rate of 2 per cent of the ass(»ssed valuation 
(supra). For failure to pay in November, as required, a pcMialty of 50 
per cent is added. 

Telegraph lines are assessed by the state board of equalization at 
their true cash value determined by statements by the company. The 
state board also determines the rate of tax to be levied, not to exceed 
the average rate of taxes— general, municipal, and local — levied through- 
out the state. This tax is in lieu of all other taxes, state and local, 
and is payable into the state treasury on the 1st day of January. 
Penalty for failure to report is the addition of 30 per cent to the assessed 
value. 

Telephone companies are required to pay 3 per cent per annum on 
their gross earnings in lieu of other taxes. 

All insurance companies are required to pay to the state 2 per cent 
per annum on gross premiums received in the state. Such companies 
are also taxed on their property, except that domestic insurance com- 
panies are taxed only on real estate. 

V. Business taxes and licenses. 

Vessels owned in or hailing from any port of the state, employed in 
navigation of international waters, pay annually 3 cents per net ton of 
their registered tonnage. This tax is in lieu of all other taxes — state 
and local. 

Annual licenses are collected as follows: Agents of railroads, steam- 
boats, and steamboat lines, $3; local warehouses, $1; dealers in milk 
and cream, $1; commission merchants, $1. 

VI. Other licenses. 

Resident hunters, per annum, SKX); nonresident hunters, to hunt big 
game, $25; to hunt small game, $10, 

B. FEES. 

Corporations, filing articles of association, first $50,000 capital stock, 
$50; every additional $10,0(X), $5; increase, every additional $10,000, 
$5. Insurance, filing copy of charter, $25; annual statement, $20; 
certificate of authority, $1. 

C. LEASES AND ROYALTIES FROM STATE LANDS. 

The state is in receipt of considerable inconie from 
leases of state scliool and other lands. It also receives 
25 cents a ton royalty on all iron ore mined on lands 
leased by the state. 

County Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general property tax, 
1. Base — 
The property included and the assessment and 
equalization are the same for comity taxes as for state. 
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2. Rate— 

County taxes are levied by the county commis- 
sioners. 

The rate is not to exceed 5 mills in eoinities with valuation of $ 1 ,0{X).(K)() 
or more. The amount of the tax is not to exeeed So/XXJ in other coun- 
ties, nor the rate, 1 per cent. 

3 . Collection — 
Same as for state taxes. 

II and HI. Foil tax and irtlieritance tax. 

Tliere are no county poll or inheritance taxes. 

IV. Oorforation taxes. 

One-half the state tax on tlie prodiK^t of mines is 
credited to the county in which the mines are located. 

V. Business taxes and licenses. 

Liquors, license for sale, $25 to $1(X) per annum; ferrii^s $•'> to $200 
per annum; employment bureau, $1(X) per annuni: })eddlers (hawk- 
ers), $30 per annum; auctioiuM^rs, $10 per iinnuin. 

Municipal Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general property tax. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the assessment and equal- 
ization are, in general, the same for municipal taxes 
as for state; but municipalities may have their own 
assessment. 

2. Rate— 

For township purposes the rate is limited to 2 mills on valuation of 
$100,000 or more, and the amount in other townsliips is not to exceed 
$150 nor the rate one-half of 1 per cent. For road and bridge purposes 
the limit is 5 mills; for poor purposes, 2 mills; for school districts, 9 
mills, or for the erection of a school liouse 1 ner cent; and for public 
libraries, 2 mills. 

Cities are limited to 1 per cent for general purposes: hut the conmion 
council may also levy a ward tax of 1 per cent for local improvements. 

3. (hllection — 

Same as for county taxes. 



II. Poll tax. 

A poll tax of $2 may be levied upon every qualified 
voter in the city. This is collected by the street com- 
missioner, and may be paid in labor. 

Road districts may also levy a poll tax. 

Ill and IV. Inheritance tax and corporation taxes. 
There are no muincipal inheritance or corporation 

taxes. 

V. Business taxes and licenses. 

The conmion councils of cities iiave power to license amusements, 
shows, billiard tables, bowling alleys, auctioneers, taverns, the sale of 
IPquors, hutcher shops, pawnbrokers, etc. : employment bureaus, $100 per 
anuuni. Fire department tax— tow^ns, cities, and villages, or other mu- 
nicipal corporations with organized fire departments, recei\e one-half 
the tax paid by fire insurance companies upon premiums collected 
therein. Retail of merchandise for limited period^ — ^this license not to 
exceed $50 per week (graded according to kind, amount, and value of 
goods). Liquor licenses — cities of 10, OCX) or more, $1,000 per annum; 
cities less than 10,000, $500 to $1,000 per annum. 

School Revexues. 

There is levied annually upon the taxable property 
of the state a tax of 1.15 mills, known as the ^^ state 
school tax/' of which 1 mill is added to the general 
school fund, making, together with sundry fees and 
fines, the ^'current school fund/' and fifteen one-hun- 
dredths of 1 mill goes to the University of Minnesota. 

The state's current school funds are apportioned 
among the several counties, according to the number 
of scholars, and thence to the school districts. Liquor 
licenses and fines are also so apportioned by the county. 

The county commissioners also levy an annual tax 
of 1 mill, known as the ^^ local mill tax." 

In school districts of over 50,000 inhabitants* the 
total levy may not exceed 8 mills on the dollar. 

The school fund also receives sundry fees and fines. 



MISSISSIPPI,^ 



Tlie revenue system of Mississippi is distinguished by 
an elaborate system of privilege taxes for state revenue. 
There are the general property and poll taxes, but no in- 
heritance tax or s})ecial corporation taxes except as 
included in tlu^ ])rivilege taxes. 

Telegraph, (^x[)ress; sk^eping car, and insurance privi- 
leges are taxable only l)y the state, but counties and 
nmnicipalities nuiy also la\' taxes on other privileges 
up to 50 per cent of the state tax. 

CONSTITUTIONAL FHOVISIONS. 

Sec. 112. Taxation sliall be uniforui and cfjual throughout the state. 
Property shall \w taxed in proportion to its \ aluo. The legislature may, 
however-, impose a per (capita tax Uj)on sueh doniestie animals as from 

^This coni})ilation is derived mainly from tla^ following sources: 
The Annotated Code of the General Statute lja\\s of Mississippi. 

adopted by the leirislature in 1802. Marshall & Biuee, Nasliville. Tenn., 

1892. 

The Laws of Mississippi, at tiie sessions of 1894, 1890, 1898, UKK), 1902. 



their nature and habits are destruetive of other property. Property 
shall be assessed for taxes under general laws, and by uniform rules, ae- 
eording to its true value. But the legislature may provide for a special 
mode of valuation and assessment for railroads, and railroad and other 
corporate property, or for particular species of property belonging to 
persons, corporations, or associations not situated wholly in one coimty. 
I But all such property shall be assessed at its true value, and no county 
sliall be denied the right to levy county and special taxes upon sucli 
assessment as in othei" cases of j)r()perty situated and assessed in ttie 
county. 

8e(\ 50. Provision shall be made by general laws to prevent the abuse 
of cities, tow^ns, and other munici{)al corporations of their powers of 
i assessment, taxation, borrowing money, and contracting debts. 

Sec. 90. The legislature shall not pass local, private, or special 
laws in any of the following cases, but provision is to be by general 
laws * * * . 
i [h] Exemption of property from taxation or from levy or sale. 
I Sk(\ 181. The property of all private corporations for pecuniaiy gain 
; shall he taxed in the same way and to the same extent as tlie property 
i of individuals, but the legislature may provide for the taxation of banks 
1 and banking capital, by taxing the shares according to the value thereof 
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(augmented by the accumulations, surplus, and unpaid dividends), 
exclusive of real estate, which shall be taxed as other real estate. Ex- 
emptions from taxation to which corporations are legally entitled at the 
adoption of this constitution shall remain in full force and elTect for the 
time of such exemptions as expressed in their respective charters, or by 
general laws, unless sooner repealed by the legislature. And domestic 
insurance companies shall not be required to pay a greater tax in the 
ii^ggi'dg^te than is required to be paid by foreign insurance companies 
doing business in this state, except to the extent of the excess of their 
ad valorem tax over the pri\ ilege tax imposed upon such foreign com- 
panies; and the legislature may impose pri\ ilege taxes on building and 
loan associations in lieu of all other taxes except on tlieir real estate. 

Sec. 182. (The legislature is authorized to grant exemptions from 
taxation in the encouragement of numufactures and other new enter- 
prises of public utility for a period of five years, l)y general laws.) 

Sec. 192. (Cities and towns may by general laws be authorized to en- 
courage the establishment of manufactories, gas works, waterworks, and 
enterprises of public utility otlier tharl railroads, within the limits of the 
cities or towns, by exempting their property from nmnicipal taxation for 
periods not longer than ten years.) 

Secs. 228 to 239. (The alluvial land of the state is divided into two 
levee districts. The legislature may impose for levee purposes, in addi- 
tion to other levee taxes autliorized by law, a uniform tax of two to five 
cents per acre per annum upon land embraced in the districts. The 
legislature may provide such system of taxation as it deems proper for 
the levee districts.) 

Sec. 243. A uniform poll tax of two dollars to be used in aid of the 
common schools, and for no other purpose, is hereby hnposed on every 
male inhabitant of this state between the ages of twenty-one and sixty 
years, except persons wlio are deaf and dumb or blind, or who are 
maimed by loss of hand or foot, said tax to be a lien only upon taxable 
property. The board of supervisors of any county may, for the purpose 
of aiding the common schools in that county, increase the poll tax in 
said county, but in no case shall the entire poll tax exceed in any one 
year three dollars on each poll. No criminal proceedings shall be 
allowed to enforce the collection of the poll tax. 

OFFICERS. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are: 

(1) County assessors, elected for four years. 

(2) County collector — the sheriff is ex officio tax collector — el<H'ted for 
four years. 

(3) County board of equalization, composed of the board of super- 
visors of the county. 

(4) Railroad commissioners, elected for four years, who act as state 
railroad assessors. 

(5) State revenue agent, elected for four years. 

State Kevenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general property fax. 
1. Base 
a. The property included and exempt. AW proi^erty, 
exce|)t that specially exempted by law, is siil)ject to 
taxation. 

(1) and (2) There is no definition of w\mt is included under t lie terms 
^^real" and *^ personal" property for purposes of taxation. 

(3) Exemptions, in addition to public property, are: Cemeteries; 
property of religious, charitable, or educational instil utions; hospitals: 
wearing apparel of every person, not including jewelry oi- watclies; pro- 
visions for family consumption: farm products: guns, one for each 
owner; poultry; household furniture up to $2.50; 2 cows and calves, 10 



head of sheep and goats, 10 head of hogs, and colts under 3 years old; 
farming implements; property of agricultural and mechanical associa- 
tions and fairs; ]il)raries of all persons and works of art; tools of me- 
chanics; and factories for the first ten years. 

h. Assessment. — There is one assessment roll for 
state, county, and miinicipal ])urposes. The taxpayer 
is required to furnislt llie assessor with a sworn list of 
the items and their value of all his taxal)le personal 
property as of February 1. Ijands are assessed be- 
tween February 1 and June 1 on every fourth year 
(1902-1906). Property is valued at the price it would 
bring at a voluntar}^ sale, but the valuation given by 
the owner may be upon the report of the assessor, cor- 
rected by the board of supervisors, who also change the 
value of the real estate on account of improvements, or 
in case of loss. 

Kailroads are taxed for state and local purposes upon the viilue of 
their general property, and an additional state tax in the nature of a 
privilege tax is levied. The assessment is made by the state railroad 
assessors upon the basis of schedules furnished by the company, consid- 
ering the value of the franchise and tlie capital stock engaged in business 
in tlie state. The valuation is apportioned to the counties and nnmici- 
palities. 

Shares of bank stock, state or national, are assessed to the share- 
holders upon a statement by tlu^ bank officers of the value of the shares 
augmented by accunmlations, surplus, and unpaid dividends, and 
exclusive of the real estate of the bank. The taxes thereon are to be 
paid by the bank to the county collector at the state and county rate. 
Keal estate of the bank is taxed as other real estate. 

Telegraph, telephone, express, sleeping car, palace car, and dining car 
companies are to be assessed for ad valorem taxation in the same rnamier 
as railroads by the railroad commissioners. 

Transient vendors and traders are required to make statements of the 
amount of sales, and ad valorem taxes are assessed thereon in addition to 
any privilege tax. 

c. Equalization, — The board of supervisors of each 
county examines the assessment rolls and equalizes the 
assessment between individuals. 

There is no state board of equalization, 

2. Rate— 

The state tax for UX)2 was fixed at mills on the dollar. 

3. Collection — 

Taxes for state and coimty are collected by the slier- 
ifF, who is ex officio collector for the county. It is the 
duty of every j)erson assessed to ])ay taxes on or before 
December 15, all taxes delinquent at that date are to 
be collected immediately by distress and sale. After 
January 15 the tax collector may advertise the sah^ of 
land for taxes on the first Morida}^ in ]\Iarcli. Taxes 
are a lien from February 1 of the assessmcMit year. 
Persons having taxable property in counties in which 
they do not reside may pay the state auditor. 
II. Poll tax. 

A state |)oll tax of $2 is ItnitMl u])on every male 
inliabitant over 21 and under 00 }'ears of age who is 
not deaf, dumb, blind, or maimed. The amount so 
collected is a credit to the cotinty or separate school 
distric^t in the apportionment of the state school fimd, 
and appears in county and not State revenue receipts. 
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III. Inheritance fax. 

There is no inheritance tax. 

IV. Corporation taxes. 

Corporations pay an ad valorem tax on their lands^ 
which is assessed like that of individuals. The corpo- 
ration is also assessed on its corporate stock at its market 
value, an allowance being made for lands taxed, except 
in tlie case of banks and railroads. Certain corpora- 
tions are also taxed under the license or privilege tax. 

Life insurance companies are required to pay a tax of 2 per cent upon 
the gross amount of their initial or first year premium receipts in the 
state, and one-tenth of 1 per cent upon renewal premiums on business 
hereafter written; and all other life insurance companies pay a tax of 2 
per cent on gross less return premiinns, provided tliat domestic insurance 
companies that pay an ad valorem tax to tlie state shall not be subject 
to the tax thus imposed upon premiums. In addition to the foregoing, 
a tax of one-fifth of 1 per cent is collected on the gross receipts of for- 
eign insurance companies, to pay the expenses of insurance commissioner 
in the performance of his duties. 

V. Business taxes and licenses. 

Privilege taxes^ which are annual except where 
otherwise specified, are levied upon the following: 

Barber shops, per chair, $2.50; bilhard tables, etc. —cities under 2,000 
inhabitants, $25; cities 2,000 to 5,000, $,50; cities over 5,000, $75. Bot- 
tling works— towns under 2,000 inhabitants, $5; towns 2,000 to 3,000, 
$10; towns over 3,0(X), $25. Cigarette dealers, $5; circuses— cities over 
3,500 inhabitants, $150; cities less than 3,500, $,50. Coal dealers- 
cities of 5,000 inhabitants, $30; cities 1,000 to 5,000, $12.,50. Hack 
lines, $25; transient horse traders selling stock not raised in state — 
entire state, $,50; each county, $10. Accident insurance companies, 
$250; fire insurance adjusters, $25 (no city, town, village, or county is 
to levy any further tax); exhibition of trained animals, per day, $25; 
auctioneers — not in towns, $5; towns 1,(X)0 to 3,0(X) inhabitants, $20; 
towns 3,000 to 5,000, $25; towns over 5,0(X), $30. Billposters, in cities 
or towns of 2,000 or more, $5; boats— wharf boats, $100; trading boats, 
$200; trading boats (provisions and provender), $,50. Brokers— tow ns 
less than 3,000 inhabitants, $25; towns 3,(XX3 to 5,(XX), $.50; towns over 
5,(XX), $75. Building and loan associations— those in which stock repre- 
sents monthly payments not exceeding $500, $25; $,500 to $1,000, $50; 
$1,(XX) to ,$2,000, $100; $2,000 to $3.0(X), $1,50; over $3,000, $200; 
foreign associations, $3,000, $250 (in lieu of all taxes except on nnil es- 
tate). Bicycles, hiring — towns 2,500 inhabitants, $10; towns less than 
2,.5(K), $5. Cane racks, $,50; street car companies, $25 ; commercial agen- 
cies, $,50; canning factories, $10; steam laundries, $10; moneylenders, 
$100; oil depots -towns 2,,500 inhabitants or less, $25; towns 2, ,500 to 
10,(XX), $,50; towns 10,(XX) or over, $75. Round bale cotton press-^l ,0(X) 
bales, $15; 1 ,(K)0 to 2,(X)0, $20 ; 2,(XX) to 4,0(X), ,$30. Land timber mills -- 
500 acres, $25 ; 1 ,000 acres , $.50 ($25 per ,500 acres) . Cotton brokers, $25 : 
cotton factors and l)uyers,$25; cotton compress company, $,50; capacity 
20,000 to 30,000 l)al(^M, SUM); ovt-r ,30,000 bales, $1,50. Cotton weigher ^ 
less than 2,(XX) bales per year, $10: 2,0(X) to4,0(X),$15; 4,000 to 5, (KX), $20; 
5,000 to8,000,$25; 8,(KX)to 10,00(),.l!;30: overlO,0(X),$35. Cottonseed-oil 
mills— capital ,$30,0(X) to $75,(X)0,$175: capital $75,000 to $100,000, $200; 
capital over$100,000,$250. l)entists,$10; electric light companies, $25; 
cities 5,0(X) to 10,000 inha})itants, %ri)- .iiios over 10,0(X), $75. Exhi- 
])it ions, per day, .15; express companies. $,iO{) (also $1 per mile of track 
ovei- wliir'h business is operated); feather riMiovators, $50; fertilizing 
comi)ani(Ns, $25: capital $10,(XX) to $20,0(K), $,50: capital ,$20,000 to 
$30,tKK), S75; capital over ,$30,(XX),$1(X). FiMries (other than steam)— 
income $300 to $6(X), $5: income over $()(K), $10. Steam ferry on Mis- 
sissippi near city of 5,000 inhabitants, $1,50; near city of less than 5,0(X), 
$75. Fire insurance companies, $1 ,000 (companies domiciled in the state 
are only re(|uire(l to pay an amount which add(>d to the ad valorem tax 
on their assets will make $1,000; no additional tax is to be imposed by 



counties or municipalities); disabled Confederate soldiers are exempt 
from privilege tax except as to liquors, cigarettes, and anmsement con- 
trivances; gas companies, $30, towns of 2,500 to 4,{XX) inhabitants, $.50; 
towns over 4,(300, $100. Gypsies, ,$,50; gins, .$25; guarantee companies, 
$1(X) (no additional tax to be imposed by cities or towns); hopfen weis, 
cider, etc., dealers, $.500. Hotels— capacity 25 guests, in towns of over 
5,(XX) inhabitants, $75; capacity less than 25 guests, in towns of over 
5,(XX), $40; capacity 25 guests, in towns of 2,000 to 5,000, $40; capacity 
less than 25 guests, in towns of 2,0(K) to 5,0(X), $20; capacity 25 guests, 
outside towns, $10; capacity 25 to 75 guests, outside towns, $25; capacity 
over 75 guests, outside towns, $50. Ice factories — capacity 5 tons per day, 
$25; capacity 10 tons perday,,$35; capacity 10 to 15 tons per day, ,$50; ca- 
pacity 15 to 25 tons per day, $75; capacity over 25 tons per day, $100. 
Life insurance companies — companies doing business March 17, 19(X), 
$1,000; coming to state after March 17, 1900 — business first year, $250; 
second year, $.500; third year, $7,50; thereafter, $1,(XX). Light- 
ning rod agents, $100; liquor dealers — 1 to 5 gallons, $4(X); 5 gal- 
lons or more, $200. Insurance agents — cities 5,000 inhabitants or 
more, $40; 2,000 to 5,000, $25; 2,000 or less, $20; other agents, $10. 
Junk dealers—cities 10,000 inhabitants and over, $50; 5,000 to 10,0(X), 
$25; others, $15. Lawyers, $10; livery stables — towns under 2,000 in- 
habitants, $10; 2,000 to 3,000, $15; 3,000 to 5,000, $30; 5,000 to 10,000, 
$40 ; over 10,000, $60 ; on each owner of stable, $10. Lumber yard, sales 
100,000 feet or more, $10 ; lunch house stands— railroad, $15; others, $5. 
Meat markets — cities of 5,000 inhabitants, $15; cities of less than 5,000, 
$10. Hacks and omnibuses— cities 2,000 inhabitants or more, each hack, 
,$5; 2,000 or less, $2.50. Patent medicine vendors, $100; transient vendors, 
in each county, $35. Sawmills — capacity 5,000 to 25,000 feet per day, $15; 
capacity 25,000 to 50,000 feet per day, $25; capacity 50,000 to 75,000 
feet per day, $.50; capacity over 75,000 feet per day, $100. Stave and 
spoke factories, $10 ; fortune tellers, in each county, $50 ; merry-go-round, 
etc., per year, $10; oleomargarine dealers, $5; omnibus, dray, or wagon, 
each, $5; pawnbroker, $100. Photograph galleries, $5, cities over 2,000 
inhabitants, $10; railroad cars, $50; other traveling photographers, $20; 
per county, $10. Pistol cartridges, dealers, $5; piano and organ agents, 
$20; railroad eating houses — trunk lines, $125; when one train only, $50; 
other lines with two trains, $30; other lines with one train, $L5. Restau- 
rants— cities over 5,000 inhabitants, $30; cities 1,000 to 5,(XX),$20; others, 
$5. Real estate agents, $10; scalpers, $25; sewing machine agency, $.50; 
sewing machine agents, $10; shooting galleries — cities 4,000 or more, 
$20; cities 2,000 to 4,000, $15; ciries 1,000 to 2,000, $10; towns less than 
1,000, $5. Shows in general, per day, $25; side shows, per day, $20. 
Skating rinks — cities over 3,0(X) inhabitants, $20; cities under 3,0(X), 
$10. Sleeping car and palace car companies, $200, also 25 cents per 
mile of track over which the company runs its cars. Soda fountain — 
towns of over 2,000 inhabitants, $10; towns under 2,000, $5; selling 
soda, not from fountains, $2.50. Enlarging pictures, $5 ; stallions, j acks, 
$5; stores— stock under $3(X), $2.,50; stock $300 to $1,000, $5; stock 
$1,000 to $2 ,000, $10; stock $2,000 to $3,,500, $15; stock ,$3,500 to $,5,000, 
$20; stock $5,000 to $7,500, $25; stock .f7,,500 to $10,0(X), ,130; stock 
,$10,000 to $12,000, $35; stock $12,000 to $1,5,000, $40; stock $15,000 
to $20,000, $,50; stock ,$20,(XX) to $25,(XX), $60; stock $25,000 to 
$35,000, $85; stock $35,0(X) to $,50,000, $100; stock $.50,(XX) to $75,(XX), 
$1,50; stock $75,(XX) to $100,0(X), $175; stock $l(X),(XX) to $2.50,0(X), 
$200; stock $250,000 and over, $2,50. Secondhand clothing, $,500; 
telephone exchanges — 20 subsci'i})ers, $2.50; 20 to 35 subscribers, 
S7-,50; .50 to 75 subscribers, $12..50; 75 to 100 subscribers, $17.,50; 100 
to 1,50 subscribers, $37. ,50; 1,50 subscribers and over, $.50. Longdis- 
tance company, 1,0(X) miles or more, $1, less than 1,000 miles, per mile, 
10 cents (municipalities not to tax); bed spring vendors, transient, $15; 
washing machines, per county, $15; cottonseed buyers, $10; debenture 
companies, $100; peddlers — on foot, in each county, $10; one horse and 
wagon, in each county, $15; two horses and wagon, in each county, $,30. 
Peddlers of tinware or pottery — on foot, ,$,50; with wagon, $10. Tran- 
si(^nt vendors of merchandise, in each county, .$25; railroads — first class, 
per mile, $20; second class, per mile, $15; third class, per nule, $10; nar- 
row gauge, per mile, $2; railroads claiming exemption from supervision, 
$10, Telegraph compani(>s operating 1,(XX) rnik^s of line or more, $25^; 
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telegraph companies, per mile of line less than 1,000 miles, 25 cents. 
Trading cars— traveling 2.50 miles, $250; 150 to 2.50 miles, $150; less 
than 150 miles, $100. Theaters— cities of over 4,000 inhabitants, per 
year, $50; cities of less than 4,000, per year, $25; cities of 1,000 to 2,000, 
per year, $10; other such halls, $5; dance halls, $10. Vendors of 
spectacles, $15; undertakers and embalmers, $20; vendors of jewelry, 
transient, per county, $50; vendors of stoves, ranges, and clocks, 
per county, $100; on wagons used, $25; Hcense for state, $1,000. 
Transient dealers in merchandise, $50; water^vorks -cities of 8,000 
inhabitants or more, $150; cities of 3,000 to 8,000, $.50; cities of 3,000 
or less, $20. Dealers in deadly weapons, $25; warehouses— villages of 
300 inhabitants or less, $2..50: villages of 300 to .500, $5; villages of ,500 
to 1,000, $10; villages of 1,000 to 2,000, $15; villages of over 2,000, $20. 
Woodyards— cities of 8,000 inhabitants, $20; 5,(X)0 to 8,000, $10; 
under 5,000, $5. Mineral water bottlers, $20; liquors, retail license- 
towns under 500 inhabitants, $9(X); every city or town over .500, not to 
exceed $1,200. Wholesale malt liquor— towns 5,000 or more, $100; 
2,000 to 5,000, $.50 ; other dealers, $25. Whiskey distilleries, also brandy 
and other intoxicants, $.50. 

Insurance, telegraph, express, sleeping car com- 
panies, building and loan associations, and commercial 
agencies are required to pay for their privileges to the 
auditor of public accounts under penalty of double the 
tax. Other privileges are paid to the county collector. 
The license is a personal privilege and does not exempt 
from taxation the property used in the business. 

B. FEES. 

Secretary of state. — Issuing commissions to notaries, $5; charters of 
corporations not for profit, $3; charter fee on corporations for profit — 
capital stock $10,000, $20; $10,000 to $30,000, $40; $30,0(X) to $.50,000, 
$60; $.50,0(X) and over, one-tenth of 1 per cent (no fee is to exceed $2,50). 
Amendments to charters, $5; foreign corporations, charter, $15; iiling 
articles of consolidation, $25. 

County Revenues, 
A. taxes. 

I. TJie general property tax. 

1. Base-— 

The property included and the assessment and equali- 
zation thereof are the same for county taxes as for 
state. 

2. Rate--^ 

Boards of supervisors may levy taxes for all pur- 
poses, which added to the state tax will make 13| 
mills on the dollar, but counties with outstaiiding 
bonded debt may levy a sinking fund tax, and also a 
special tax not exceeding 2 mills may be levied for 
roads and public works, but the total is not to exceed 
16 mills. 

3. Collection — 
Same as for state. 

II, III, and IV. Poll tax, inheritance tax, and corpora- 
tion taxes. 

There are no poll, inheritance, or corporation taxes. 

(See State revenues, 11.) 
V. Business taxes and licenses. 

Privileges are subject to taxation by the board of 
supervisors to an amount not exceeding 50 per cent of 



the state tax, but no county or municipal tax is to be 
levied on the privilege of insurance companies, tele- 
graph, express, or sleeping car companies, building and 
loan associations, and commercial agencies paying 
their tax direct to the state. 

F. special assessments. 

Sivamp-land districts. — The l)(>ard of supervisors of 
the county may levy a special tax, not exceeding 50 
cents per acre in any one year, on overflowed lands for 
each swamp-land district. 

Municipal Revenues. 
A. taxes. 

I. The general property tax. 

1. Base— 

The property included and the assessment and 
equalization thereof are the same for municipal taxa- 
tion as for state. The assessment of personal prop- 
erty and polls is entered separately on the rolls for 
each city, town, or inllage, or for each election district 
of the county. Municipalities may exempt certain 
manufactories from taxation for a term of years. 

2. Bate— 

The levy of municipal taxes is made by the mayor 
and board of aldermen. The limit for general revenue 
and improvements is 12 mills on the dollar; in villages 
of 300 inhabitants this limit is 4 mills. 

3. Collection— 

Same as for state and county taxes. 

II, III, and lY. Poll tax, inheritance tax, and corpora- 
tion taxes. 

There are no poll, inlieritance, or corporation taxes. 
V. Business taxes and licenses. 

Privileges are subject to taxation by municipalities 
to an amount not exceeding 50 per cent of the state 
tax, but telegraph, express, and sleeping car companies 
and other privileges on which the tax is paid directly 
to the state are not taxa])le by munici})al authority. 

Liquors, retail license. -Cities and towns may levy a license tax 
additional to the stat(» tax and equal to 25 per cent thereof for mu- 
nicipal purposes. 

Sc I r( )( )L R e venues . 

The state school funds are distributed bv the auditor 
of pul)lic accounts to the counties and se}){U'at(^ school 
districts.^ The ])oard of supervisors of thi^ coimty may 
levy a tax on the property in the county, ami an addi- 
tional poll tax of $1; every numicipality which is a 
separate school district may levy like taxes for the 
maintenance of schools. The state poll tax is collected 
by the counties and distributed to the school districts 
in which collected. 
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Missouri draws her revenue largely from the gen- 
eral property tax for state, county, and municipal pur- 
poses. This is supplemented by an extensive system 
of business taxes and licenses and a colhiteral inherit- 
ance tax. There are no special corporation taxes ex- 
cept a tax on the premiums of foreign insurance com- 
panies and a special tax on car com|)anies. There are, 
however, a number of important fees levied on insur- 
ance companies, and for incorporation. The poll tax 
is left to the counties and municipalities. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 
ARTICLE X. 

Sec^ 1. The taxing power may be exercised by the general assembly 
for state purposes, and by counties and other' municipal corporations, 
under authority granted to them by the general assembly, for county 
and other corporate purposes. 

Sec. 2. The power to tax corporations and corporate property shall 
not be surrendered or suspended by act of tlie g(»neral assembly. 

Sec. 3- Taxes may be levied and collected for pubhc purposes only. 
They shall b(^ uniform upon the same class of subj(H'ts within the terri- 
torial limits of the authority levying the tax, and all taxes shall be levied 
and collected by general law^s. 

Sec. 4. All property subject to taxation shall be taxed in proportion to 
its value. 

Sec, 5. All railroad corporations in this state, or doing business 
tlierein, sliall be subject to taxation for state, couiityj school, municipal 
and other purposes, on the real and persoiuil property owned or used by 
them, and on their gross earnings, their net earnings, their franchises, 
and their capital stock. 

Sec. 6. The property, real and personal, of tlie state, (counties and 
other municipal corporations, and cemeteries, shall be exempt from tax- 
ation. Lots in incorporated cities or towns, or within one mile of the 
limits of any such city or tow^n, to the extent of one acre, and lots one 
mile or more distant from such cities or towns, to the extent of five acres, 
with the l)uildings thereon, may be exempted from taxation when the 
same are used exclusively for religious worship, for schools, or for pur- 
poses purely cliaritabl(»; also such property, real and personal, as may be 
used exclusively for agricultural or liorticultural societifvs : Provided, That 
such exemptions shall be only by general law. 

Se(^. 7. All laws exempting property from taxation, other than the 
property abov(^ eiuimerated, shall be void. 

Sec. 8. The state tax on property, exclusive of tlie tax necessary to 
pay the bondinl debt of the state, shall not exceed twenty cents on tlie 
Inmdred dollars valuation; and whenever the taxable property of tlie 
state shall amount to nine hundred million dollars the rate shall not 
exceed fifteen cents. 

Sec. 9. No county, city,tow"n, or other municipal corporation, nor the 
inhabitants thereof, nor the property therein, shall be released or dis- 
charged from tlieir or its proportionate share of taxes to be levied for 
state purposes, nor shall comnuitation for such taxes be authorized in 
any form w^hatsotn^er. 

Sec. 10. The general assembly shall not impose taxes upon counties, 
cities, towns, or other municipal coiporations or upon the inhabitants or 
property thereof , for county, city, town, or other municipal purposes, but 
may, by general laws, vest in the corporate authorities thereof the pow^r 
to assess and collect taxes for such purj)oses. 
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Sec. 11. Taxes for county, city, towm, and school purposes may be 
levied on all subjects and objects of taxation; but the valuation therefor 
shall not exceed the valuation of the same property in such town, city, or 
school district for state and county purposes. For county purposes the 
annual rate on property, in counties having six million dollars or less, 
shall not, in the aggregate, exceed fifty cents on the hundred dollars 
valuation; in counties having six million dollars and under ten million 
dollars, said rate shall not exceed forty cents on the hundred dollars 
valuation; in counties having ten million dollars and under thirty mil- 
lion dollars, said rate shall not exceed fifty cents on the hundred dollars 
valuation; and in counties having thirty million dollars or more, said 
rate shall not exceed thirty-five cents on the hundred dollars valuation. 
For city and town purposes the annual rate on property in cities and 
towns having thirty thousand inhabitants or more shall not, in the aggre- 
gate, exceed one hundred cents on the hundred dollars valuation; in 
cities and towns having less than thirty thousand and over ten thousand 
inhabitants, said rate shall not exceed sixty cents on the hundred dol- 
lars valuation; in cities and towns having less than ten thousand and 
more than one thousand inhabitants, said rate shall not exceed fifty 
cents on the hundred dollars valuation; and in towns having one thou- 
sand inhabitants or less, said rate shall not exceed twenty-five cents on 
the hundred dollars valuation. For school purposes in districts, the 
annual rate on property shall not exceed forty cents on the hundred dol- 
lars valuation : Provided, The aforesaid annual rates for school purposes 
may be increased, in districts formed of cities and towns, to an amount 
not to exceed one dollar on the hundred dollars valuation, and in other 
districts to an amount not to exceed sixty-five cents on the hundred dol- 
lars valuation, on the condition that a majority of the voters who are 
taxpayers, voting at an election held to decide the question, vote for said 
increase. For the purpose of erecting public buildings in counties, cities, 
or school districts, the rates of taxation herein limited nuiy be increased 
when the rate of such increase and the purpose for which it is intended 
shall have been submitted to a vote of the people, and two-thirds of the 
qualified voters of such county, city, or school district, voting at such 
eiection, shall vote therefor. The rate herein allowed to each county 
shall be ascertained by the amount of taxable property therein, accord- 
ing to the last assessment for state and county purposes, and the rate 
allowed to each city or town by the number of inhabitants, according to 
the last census taken under the authority of the state, or of the United 
States; said restrictions as to rates shall apply to taxes of every kind 
and description, whether general or special, except taxes to pay valid 
indebtedness now existing, or bonds which may be issued in renew^al of 
such indebtedness. 

Sec. 14. (Provision for payment of state debt, $250,000 per year.) 

Sec. 18. There shall be a state board of equalization, consisting of 
the governor, state auditor, state treasurer, secretary of state, and 
attorney-general. The duty of said board shall be to adjust and 
equalize the valuation of real and personal property among the several 
counties in the state, and it shall perform such other duties as are or 
may be prescribed by law. 

Sec. 21. No corporation, company, or association, other than those 
formed for benevolent, religious, scientific, or educational purposes, 
sliall be created or organized under the laws of this state, unless the 
persons named as corporators shall, at or before the filing of the arti- 
ck^s of association or incorporation, pay into the state treasury fifty 
dollars for the fifty thousand dollars or less of capital stock and a fur- 
ther sum of five dolhirs for every additional ten thousand dollars of 
its capital stock, and no sucli corporation, company, or association 
shall increase its capital stock without first paying into the treasury 
Tne dollars for every ten thousand dollars of increase: Provided, That 
notfiing contained in this section shall be construed to prohibit the 
general assembly from levying a further tax on i\w franchises of such 
corporation. 

(Constitution amended November^ 1900.) 
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ARTICLE X. 

Sec. 22. A mortgage, deed of trust, contract, or other obligation by 
which a debt is secured shall, for the purposes of assessment, be deemed 
and treated as an interest in the property affected thereby, except as 
to railroad and other quasi public corporations, for which provision 
has already been made by law. In case of debts so secured the value 
of the property affected by such mortgage, deed of trust, contract, or 
obligation, less the value of such security, shall be assessed and taxed 
to the owner thereof in the county or city in which the property affected 
thereby is situate. The taxes so levied shall be a lien upon the prop- 
erty and security and may be paid by either party to such securit}^ 
* * * Every contract by which a debtor is obHgated to pay any 
tax on money loaned, or on any mortgage, shall be null and void. 

Russell V. Croy, 164 Mo., 69. Plaintiffs are holders of notes secured 
by mortgages on lands. Defendants are the assessor and the members 
of the county court. Object of the suit was to prevent the defendants 
from enforcing against the plaintiifs the terms of the amendment. 
(Art. X, sees. 22, 23.) 

Held, that the amendment violates the fourteenth amendment to 
the Constitution of the United States and is therefore void. It denies 
the ^' equal protection of the laws'' in exempting the holders of '' rail- 
road and other quasi public corporation" securities, while all others 
are included. (Citing Field, J., in Santa Clara v. Southern Pacific 
Railway Co. (C. C), 18 Fed., 385.) This is arbitrary discrimination 
and not reasonable classification. If the discriminating clause could 
be limited to property used by a railroad company in its equipment 
as a common carrier, it might be a just classification. 

OFFICERS. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation are : 

In counties having township organization: 

(1) Township assessor; township clerk, elected biennially, is ex 
officio assessor. 

(2) Township collector, elected biennially. 
In cities: 

(3) Board of assessors in cities of the first class, consisting of a presi- 
dent elected by the qualified voters of the city, and one assessor from 
each assessment district, appointed l)y the mayor. The city l)()ard of 
equalization consists of the president of the board of assessors and four 
discreet real estate owners of ten years' residence appointed by the 
judge of the circuit court. 

(4) City collector in cities of tlie first class, elected for four years. 

(5) City assessor in cities of the second class, appointed by the 
mayor for two years. 

(6) City treasurer in cities of the second class, who acts ex officio 
as collector. 

(7) Assessors in cities of the third and fourth classes, elected for two 
years. 

(8) Collectors in cities of the third and fourth classes, elected for two 
years. 

In the counties generally: 

(9) County assessor, elected for a term of four years. No person is 
to hold the office two successive terms. 

(10) Collector of the revenue, elected for two years. 

(11) County board of equalization, composed of the county clerk, 
the judges of the county court, and the county assessor. In counties 
having township organization the sheriff is a member. 

(12) State board of equalization, consisting of the governor, state 
auditor, treasurer, secretary of state, and attorney-general. 

(Note.) —" County " includes St. Louis. All services required of 
county officers are to be performed l)y the corresponding officers of the 
city of St. Louis. 

(13) License collector, in cities having 3f)0,0(X) inliabitants or more, 
elected every four years, collects all license taxes refjuired by law or 
ordinance, excepting the dramshop and wharfage licenses, and also the 
tax on telegraph and telephone poles, the dog tax, the merchant ad 
valorem tax, the vehicle license tax, and the special tax on foreign 
insurance companies. 



(14) State tax commission, three persons appointed by the governor. 

Assessors are compensated by commissions based on the number of 

names on the rolls— 25 cents each for the first 1,000, 20 cents each for 

the second 1,000, and 15 cents each for all over 2,0(X). In cities the 

compensation may be fixed by ordinance. 

State Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general property tax, 
1. Base— 

a. The property included and exempt,- -All property, 
real and personal, is subject to taxation except as 
specially exempted. 

(1) '^Real property'' includes not only the land itself, but also the 
buildings, structures, and improvements thereon, all mills, factories, and 
machinery connected therewith, and all rights and privileges appertain- 
ing thereto. 

(2) "Personal property" includes bonds, stocks, moneys, credits, 
capital stock, and every tangible thing subject to ownership not part or 
parcel of real property. 

(3) Exemptions, in addition to public property, are: Property used 
for religious purposes, including churches and parsonages; schools and 
institutions of charity; property of agricultural and horticultural socie- 
ties. (See constitution. Art. X, sec. <).) There is also certain property 
exempted by legislative contract prior to tlie adoption of the present con- 
stitution. 

b. Assessment. — In general, there is one assessment 
roll made up by the assessors of the counties, towns, 
and districts, but certain property is assessed b}^ the 
state board of equalization. Every })erson is required 
to make a statement under oath of all his real and per- 
sonal property, with the value thereof as of the 1st of 
Jime in each year. Penalty for refusing to take the 
oath is a fme of $10 to $1 ,000. The assessor is to assess 
all property at its true value in money or the cash 
price at the time of listing, but if a person fails to make 
his statement, the assessor is to list the property at 
double its value, or at treble the value in case of a 
fraiululent list. 

^Mortgages on real estate are assessed as personal prop(>rty, and the 
mortgagee is required to give them in for taxation, while the land is also 
taxed on its assessed value without deducting the value of the mort- 
gage. 

Tlie amendment of November, IIKK), attempted to prevent tliis appar- 
ent double taxation on the value of the property by copying from the 
ccmstitution of California a. provision that '' mortgages and deeds of trust 
are to be deemed an interest in the property affected thereby, except as 
to railroads and other cpiasi public corporations for which provision has 
already been made by law, and tliat only the value of the jjroperty, less 
the value of the security, is to be assessed to the owner of the property,'^ 
This was declared unconstitutional by the supreme court in June, 1901. 

i Shares of stock in banks and insurance compam'es are assessed at tlieir 
true value in money , less the value of the real estate represented by them, 

I together with all reserved funds, undivided profits, [premiums, and earn- 
ings. Insurance companies doing business on the Jiuitual plan without 

I capital stock are to make return of th{^ net value of all assets. The 
taxes assessed on the sliares of stock or net assets are to be paid by the 

i (*or[)oration and may be recovered by it from the shareholders. 

Railroad property is assess<Ml by the state board of equalization, 
including sucli proportion of the total value of the rolling stock as the 
number of miles in the state l>ears to the total length of the road. The 
unit rule thus applies to rt)lling stock only. The county courts of the 
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several counties are to examine the statements made by the raih-oads 
and make corrections before submission to the state board. 

Car companies of all kinds are assessed by the state Iward on the aver- 
age value of cars in use in the state. 

The entire property, real and personal, of street car companies is 
assessed by the state board on the basis of returns to the state auditor in 
the manner that railroad property is assessed. 

The state board of equalization apportions its assessment to each 
county, municipal township, city, or incorporated town in which the 
road is located, according to mileage. 

'^ Local" property of railroad companies not used in operation of the 
road, including lands, machine and w^orkshops, roimdhouses, ware- 
houses, and other buildings is to be assessed by the assessors of the sev- 
eral counties, cities, towns, and villages. 

Telegraph, telephone, and express companies are assessed l)y the state 
board of equalization on their property, real and personal, including 
franchises, in the same manner as railroad propeity. The same rule 
applies to toll bridges and bridges over streams dividing this state from 
any other state. Penalty for failure to render tlie recjuired statement is 
forfeiture of $100 for county pul)lic scliool fund in each county in wldch 
such bridge, express, telegraph, or telephone company has used its fran- 
chises. 

The franchises (other than the right to be a corporation) of all rail- 
road, street radroad, bridge, telegraph, telephone, conduit, w^ater, elec- 
tric light, and gas companies, and of all sinular quasi public corpora- 
tions possessing special and peculiar privileges and authorized by law^ to 
perform public service, are to be assessed as othei- property of such cor- 
porations is assessed. 

The state board of equalization in cases of railroads, street railroads, 
bridges, and telegraph and telephone companies assesses tlie total value 
of the property, tangible and intangible. 

c. Equalization. — Cities of the iirst class have their 
own boards of equaUzation, whicli equaUze the city 
assessment. 

The county board of equahzation equahzes the val- 
uation on all real and personal property in the county 
to make it conform to its true value. 

The state board of equalization adjusts and equal- 
izes the valuation of real and personal property 
among the several counties in the state. It has 
power to equalize the assessment of each class of 
pro])erty, real and personal, separately. 

2. UaU--- 

There is levied by statute for state purposes 15 cents 
on each $100 for state revenue, and 10 cents on each 
$100 for payinent of state indebtedness. The rate for 
state purposes is limited by the constitution. These 
limits were, however^ changed in 1902. 

3. CoUedion— 

Taxes are collected by the collector of the revenue 
for the county, lie gives notice when the taxpayers 
are to meet him and })ay tlieir taxes. After October 
1 the collector may seize and sell goods and chattels as 
under execution^ and after Januar)- 1 , 1 percent a month 
is added. Taxes are a lien on real [>roperty on which 
they are assessed, and after January 1 the state's liens 
for tax(^s may be enforced by suit and sale. 

Railroiul taxes due the state, county, cities, towns, villages, and 
school distrit'ls are due Septend>er 1 and payal)le to the county collector. 
These taxes are delinquent after January 1 and collection is enforced by 
snit. 



The collector is compensated by commissions on 
the amount collected. 

II. Poll tax. 

There is no state poll tax. (See County revenues.) 

III. Inheritance tax. 

All property passing by will or by the intestate laws 
of the state^ or transferred in contemplation of death, 
other than to the father, mother, husband, wife, 
adopted child, or lineal descendant is subject to a tax 
of $5 on each $100 of clear market value. Property 
conveyed for educational, charitable, or religious pur- 
poses is exempt. The proceeds of this tax go to the 
state university and to other educational purposes. 

IV. Corporatioji taxes. 

Corporations are in general taxed on their property 
as individuals. 

Car companies pay a state tax of 2 per cent on the valuation as made 
by the state board of equalization in lieu of all other taxes. 

Express companies pay a state tax of l\ per cent of their gross receipts 
within the state. 

Domestic insurance companies are taxed on their property and paid- 
up capital stock. Foreign insiu*ance companies are assessed on premi- 
ums received in the state at the rate of 2 per cent per annum in lieu of 
all other taxes. One-half of this tax goes to the county foreign insur- 
ance tax fund, and is apportioned to the counties according to the num- 
ber of school cliildren. St. Louis is accounted a county in the appor- 
tionment. 

V. Business taxes and licenses. 

The taxes on merchants and on manufacturers are 
in form license taxes, but are in fact property taxes. 
Both state and counties include them in their reports 
of general property taxes. 

Merchants r—]^o person may deal as a merchant without a license. 
The tax is an ad valorem tax equal to that levied on real estate and 
based on the highest amount of all goods, wares, and merchandise mer- 
chants have in their possession between the first Monday in March and 
the first Monday in June, a statement of whicli every merchant is re- 
((uired to make to the county assessor. Commission merchants are not 
required to pay on articles merely consigned for sale. The license au- 
thorizes the merchant to deal at only one place within the county. 

Manufacturers. — All manufactiu'ers are to be licensed and taxed on 
all raw^ material and finished products, as well as on all the tools, ma- 
chinery, and appliances used by them, in the same manner as merchants. 
They are to make their statement of the greatest aggregate amount of 
raw material and finished products on hand between the first Monday in 
March and the first Monday in June. Beer manufacturers in the 
state are subject to state inspection, and for tlieir services the inspec- 
tors receive a fee of 1 cent a gallon for inspecting and gauging, and 2 
cents for labeling each package other than bottles that contain 8 gallons 
or less. Twenty-four quart and 48 pint bottles are considered as con- 
st ituting a package, in the meaning of the law. Packages containing 
over 8 gallons are construed as constituting one package for every 8 
gallons and fractions thereof. 

Auctioneers. — License for ten days, SIO; for one month, $25; for three 

; months, $50; for six months, $75. Collectors' fees, 50 cents (duty to 

j the state on the proceeds of sales of personal property, except stocks, 

I U per cent). The county courts may graduate the license tax to be 

imposed on each license; tiie tax to the state for six months is not to be 

less than $10 nor more than $100. 

Brokers. — Brokers are taxed for six months, according to the amount 
of business expected to be done, or the amount of capital to be em- 
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ployed: $5,000 or less, $50; $5,000 to $10,000, $75; $10,000 to $15,000, 
$100; $15,(X)0 to $20,000, $125; $20,000 to $30,000, $175; $30,000 to 
$.50,000, $2,50; $,50,000 to $75,000, $300; $75,000 to $100,000, $3.50; 
$100,000 to $150,000, $400; $150,000 to $200,000, $450; $200,000 to 
$300,000, $500; $300,000 to $r)(X),000, $600; $.500,000 and over, $1,(X)0. 

Billiard tables.— First, $20; each additional, $10. 

Ferries. — Amount to be fixed by the county coui-t, $2 to $5,000. 

Insurance brokers.™Certiricate, $10; industrial companies, 50 cents. 

Peddlers. — On foot, per six months, $3; one or more horses, per six 
months, $10; boat, first license, per day, $1; afterwards, per day, .50 
cents. 

Pool selling, lx)okmaking, or registering bets.-— Auction pooling, per 
day, $5; each book, per day, $5; registratit)n of bets, per day, $5. 

Liquors. — License for sale and manufacture of distilled liquors and 
wines, per gallon, 10 cents, collected by stamps. Dramshop keepers, 
who may sell liquors at retail not exceeding 10 gallons, are taxed for 
state, county, and municipal purposes on the value of liquors received at 
the sliop, an ad valorem tax of the same amount as that paid l)y mer- 
chants on mercluindise; also license tax, for state purposes, $.50 to $1(X) 
(in 1903 made $.50 to $200 for statc^ $250 to $400 for county, every six 
montlis). 

B. FEES. 

Secretary of state. — Corporations (except benevolent, religious, scien- 
tific, fraternal, beneficial, or educational), filing articles on first $-50,000 
or less of capital stock, $.50; on every additional $10,000, $5; increase 
capital stock per $10,000, $5; foreign corporations, license fee, $10; upon 
the proportion of capital stock represented by its property and business 
transacted in the state — First $.50,000 or less, $.50; each additional 
$10,0CX) or less, $5; superintendent of insurance, $5; permit to do busi- 
ness in the state, to fraternal-beneficiary associations, $.50; filing declara- 
tion on organization or admission to state, $.50; annual statement, $30; 
supplementary statement, $10; other papers, $10; agent's copy of com- 
pany's certificate of authority, $2. Mutual companies' fee for certificate 
of incorporation, $75; assessment companies, for issuing certificate, $25; 
for annual statement, $25; for agent's copy, etc., .$2 (does not apply to 
fraternal companies); domestic companies, stipulated premium plan, 
same fees as assessment companies. Barbers— Board of examiners, 
certificate, $1; annual certificate or license, $1. Druggists — Registra- 
tion, $1; examination, $3. Dentists — Examination, $10. Embalm- 
ers — License, $5; registration, $2. 

County Revenues. 
A. taxes. 

I. The general ^property tax. 

1, Base — 

The property included and the methods of assess- 
ment and of equalization are the same for county taxes 
as for state taxes. 

2, Rate^ 

The coimty court fixes the rate of county tax: In counties having 
$6,000,000 worth of property or less, not to exceed .50 cents on SKKl; in 
counties having $10,000,000 worth, not to exceed ^0 cents on $100; in 
counties having $30,000,000 worth, not to exceed fi) cents on $1(K): 
in counties having more than $30,(XX),000 worth, 35 ci^its on $KK). 

Tlie rate of taxation on the roadbed, rolling stock, and otlier movable 
propertv of railroads for school purposes and for i\\Q erection of public 
buildings is the average of the rates in tlie school districts and districts 
levying a tax for buildings. 

In counties under township organization the same limitation of rates 
applies, townsliip taxes l)eing considered by the courts as essentially 
county taxes. 

3, Collection— 
Same as for state. 

II. Poll tax. 

The county assessor is to make a list of all male in- 
habitants over 21 and under 60 years of age outside 
932—07 47 



of cities and towns. The county court may levy a 
poll tax of from SI. 50 to -53, which is collected as other 
state and coimty taxes and applied to road purposes. 
It may be paid in lalxjr in lieu of money. 
Ill and IV. Irilientance tax and corporation taxes. 

There are no inheritance or sj)ecial corporation taxes 
for the counties, otlier than the county's share of the 
insurance fund. 
V. Business taxes and licenses. 

On all businesses made taxable l)y law the county 
court may levy a tax, but the rate must not exceed the 
state revenue tax l)y more than 100 |)or ceut. The 
state interest tax is not to be construed as a part of 
the state revenue tax. 

On mercliants and mamifacturers — no county is to lev}- licens(\s over 
100 per cent more than the rate authorized for state purpos<^s; auc- 
tioneei's, six months, $10 to $100: billiard taf)les for first, $20, for 
others, $10; on peddlers the rate nnist not exceed that of the state; on 
dramshops, the rate fixed by tlie coimty court is from $2.50 to $400 
(two-thirds is to be set apart as a special road fund); shows and 
circuses — the county courts may impose such tax as they may deem 
proper and reasonable, the proc(HHls of which go to the county school 
fund. 

MLTNICIPAn R EV ENUES. 

A. TAXES, 

I. The general property tax. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the methods of assess- 
ment and of equalization are the same for municipal 
as for state taxation. St. Louis and cities of the first 
and second classes have their own local valuations and 
boards of equalization. 

2. Rate— 

Cities of the first class are authorized to levy for 
local purposes a lower ad valorem rate of taxation 
on merchandise held by mercliants, and the raw 
materials^ merchand ise , finished products, tools, 
machinery, and appliances used by manufacturers 
than on real estate and other property. Such cities 
may license merchants and mairufacturers in propor- 
tion to sales made. 

(1) In cities of the first class (those with a population of 100,000 or 
more) the municipal ass(»nibly may levy not exceeding 1 per cent for mu- 
nicipal purposes and such sum as is n(H'essary to pay the interest on the 
public debt. 

(2) In cities of the scn-ond class (those watli a population of 30,000 to 
100,(X)0) the tax is 1 per c(Mit. 

(3) In cities of the third class (those with a popuhition of :i,0()0 to 
30,(K)0) if the pooulation is over 10,0(X), the levy is not to exctHxl GO 
cenls on $100 valuation; if it is less than 10,0fH), tlu^ rah' is not to exceed 
.50 cenls on $HK). 

(4) In cities of the fourth class (those with ji ])<)j)ulati()n of 1,000 or 
less) the rate is 25 cents on $KK). 

3. Collection^— 

Collection is made l)y the city collectors. 

II. Poll tax. 

Cities of the first class may levy on all male citizens 
between 21 and 60 years of age a poll tax of $1.50 for 
improvement of streets; cities of the second class may 
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levy on all able-bodied male citizens between 21 and 
50 years of age one not to exceed $2 ; towns and vil- 
lages may levy on all able-bodied male citizens be- 
tween 21 and 50 years of age one not to exceed $3. 
Ill and IV. Inheritance tax and corporation faxes. 

Thore are no inheritance or special corporation 
taxes for the mnnicipalities. 
V. Business taxes and licenses. 

No city, town, or village may tax ministers, teach- 
ers, priests, lawyers, or doctors, bnt mnnicipalities 
may levy license taxes on all other occnpations, 
trades, and amusements. 

Cities of the first class may require a license tax on agents of foreign 
insurance companies not to exceed $l(K) per year; on dramshops the tax 
as fixed by the aiitliorities of towns and cities; on merchants and manu- 
facturers no municipality is to levy any greater amount of tax than the 
state levies; on billiard and otlier amusement tables, |20 for the first, 
$10 for others. 

I>. INCOME FROM PUBLIC PROPERTY. 

Cities with a popnlation of 50,000 or more, having 
an improved wharf, are anthorized to collect a wharf- 
age tax not to exceed 3 cents per ton from all boats 
assessed in the city for each landing at the wharf and 
one of 5 cents per ton from boats not assessed in 



the city. Cities with a population of from 5,000 to 
50,000 are authorized to collect $2 for every landing. 
Cities with a population of less than 5,000 may col- 
lect $1.50 per landing. 

School Revenues. 

The public school finid is apportioned among the 
counties and the several districts therein in propor- 
tion to the number of pupils. 

School taxes are levied on the property of each dis- 
trict, including the goods, wares, and merchandise of 
merchants, by the county clerk, and are not to exceed 
for building purposes 1 per cent in cities, towns, and 
villages and 65 cents on $100 in other districts. For 
the sinking fund there may be levied 40 cents on $100 
and in addition a sufficient amount to pay interest. 

The tax levy may, however, be increased by special 
election in the district. 

The state tax on foreign insurance companies and 
the county tax on shows and circuses go to the school 
fund. Where fines and forfeitures in criminal cases 
are granted to any schools other than the common 
schools, one-third of the county revenue derived from 
dramshop licenses is to be set apart for the latter. 



MONTANA.^ 



Montana derives its state revenue principally from 
the general property tax. Poll taxes and business 
taxes and licenses are left to the counties and munici- 
palities, which may impose license taxes on businesses, 
trades and professions, amusements, and the usual 
subjects of taxation. There is a state inheritance tax, 
of which 40 per cent goes to the county school fund. 
There are no special corporation taxes, except certain 
licenses on insurance companies. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS . 

ARTICLE XII. 

Sec. 1. Tlie neeessary revenue for the support and maintenance of 
the state sluill be provided by the legislative assembly, which shall levy a 
uniform rati' of asst^ssnKuit and taxation, and shall prescribe such regu- 
lations as shall secure a just valuation for taxation of all property, except 
that specially provided for in this article. The legislative assembly 
may also impose a lic(>nse tux both upon persons and upon corpora- 
tions doing business in the stat(\ 

Sec. 2. The property of the UiiitcHl States, the state, counties, cities, 
towns, school districts, numici|)al corporations, and public libraries 
shall be exempt from taxation; and such other property as may be used 
exclusively for agricultural and liorticiiUvujil societies, for educational 
purposes, places for actual religious worshi{), hospitals and places of 

^This compilation is derived mainly from the following sources: 

The Coni|)lcte Codes and Statutes of ihv State of Montana, in force 
July 1, 1895, edited by Wilbur F. Sanders, escj.. Helena, Mont., 1895. 

Laws of Montana, 1897. State Publishing Company, Helena, Mont., 
1897. 

Laws of .Montana, 1899. State Publishing (Vunpanv, Helena, Mont., 
1899. 

Laws of Montana, 1901. State Publishing Companv, Helena, Mont., 
1901. 



burial not used or held for private or corporate profit, and institutions 
of purely public charity may be exempt from taxation. 

Sec. 3. All mines and mining claims, both placer and rock in place, 
containing or bearing gold, silver, copper, lead, coal, or other valuable 
mineral deposits, after purchase thereof from the United States, shall be 
taxed at the price paid the United States therefor, unless the surface 
ground or some part thereof of such mine or claim is used for other than 
mining purposes and has a separate and independent value for such 
other purposes, in which case said surface ground or any part thereof 
so used for other than mining purposes shall be taxed at its value for 
such other purposes, as provided by law; and all machinery used in 
mining, and all property and surface improvements upon or appurtenant 
to mines and mining claims which have a value separate and independ- 
ent of such mines or mining claims, and the annual net proceeds of all 
mines and mining claims shall be taxed as provided by law. 

Sec. 4. The legislative assembly shall not levy taxes upon the inhabi- 
tants or property in any county, city, town, or municipal corporation 
for county, town, or municipal purposes, but it may by law vest in the 
corporate authorities thereof powers to assess and collect taxes for such 
purposes. 

Sec. 5. Taxes for city, town, and school purposes may be levied on all 
subjects and objects of taxation, but the assessed valuation of any prop- 
erty shall not exceed the valuation of the same property for state and 
county purposes. 

Sec. 6. No county, city, town, or other municipal corporation, the 
inhabitants thereof or the property therein, shall be released or dis- 
charged from their or its proportionate share of state taxes. 

Sec. 7. The power to tax corporations or corporate property shall 
never be relinquished or suspended, and all corporations in this state, or 
doing business therein, shall be subject to taxation for state, county, 
school, nmnicipal, and otlier purposes on real and personal property 
owned or used by them and not by this constitution exempted from tax- 
ation. 

Se( . 8. Private property shall not be taken or sold for tJie corporate 
debts of public corporations, l)ut the legislative assembly may provide 
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by law for the funding thereof and shall provide by law for tlie pay- 
ment thereof, including all funded debts and obligations, by assessment 
and taxation of all private property not exempt from taxation within 
the limits of the territory over wliich such corporations respectively 
have authority. 

Sec. 9. The rate of taxation of real and personal property for state 
purposes in any one year shall never exceed three (3) mills on each dollar 
of valuation; and whenevc^r the taxable property in th(^ state shall 
amount to one hundred million dollars ($100,000,000), the rate shall not 
exceed two and one-half (2^) mills on each dollar of valuation; and 
whenever the taxable property in the stat{^ shall amount to three hun- 
dred million dollars ($300,000,000), the rate shall never thereafter exceed 
one and one-half (1|) nrills on each dollar of vahiation, unless a propo- 
sition to increase such rate shall liave been submitted to the people at a 
general election, specifying the rate proposed and the time during which 
the same shall be levied and shall have received a majority of all votes 
cast for and against it. 

Sec. 11. Taxes shall be levied and collected by general laws and for 
public purposes only. They shall be uniform upon the same class of 
subjects within the territorial limits of the authority levying the tax. 

Sec. 15. The governor, secretary of state, state treasurer, state auditor, 
and attorney-general shall constitute a state board of equalization, and 
the board of county commissioners of each county shall constitute a 
county board of equalization. The duty of the state board of equaliza- 
tion shall be to adjust and equalize the valuation of the taxable property 
among the several counties of the state. The duty of the county board of 
equalization shall be to adjust and equalize the valuation of taxable 
property within their respective counties. Each board shall also per- 
form such other duties as may be prescribed by law. 

Sec. 16. All property shall be assessed in the manner prescribed by 
law except as is otherwise provided in this constitution. The franchise, 
roadway, roadbed, rails, and rolling stock of all railroads operated in 
more than one county in this state shall be assessed by the state board of 
equalization, and the same shall be apportioned to the counties, cities, 
towns, townships, and school districts in which such railroads are located, 
in proportion to the number of miles of railway laid in such counties, 
cities, towns, townships, and school districts. 

Sec. 17. The word property as used in this article is hereby declared 
to include moneys, credits, bonds, stocks, franchises and all matters and 
things (real, personal, and mixed) capable of private ownership, but this 
shall not be construed so as to authorize the taxation of the stocks of 
any company or corporation when the property of such company or cor- 
poration represented by such stocks is within the state and has been 
taxed. 

OFFICERS. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are: 

(1). County assessor, elected for two years. 

(2) County treasurer, collector of taxes, elected for two years. 

(3) Board of appraisers of three members, appointed by the judge of 
the district court to fix valuation of real estate in the county. (The 
provisions for this board were repealed in 1903.) 

(4) County board of eqiuilization, composed of the board of county 
commissioners. 

(5) State boai'd of equalization, composed of the governor, secretary 
of state, state treasurer, state auditor, and attorney -general. 

State Revenues. 
A. taxes. 

I. The general property tax. 
1. Base — 
a. The property included and exempt. — All the prop- 
erty in this state is subject to taxation, except as 
specially exempted. 



(1) " Real estate,'' for the purposesof taxation, includes the possession 
of, claim to, ownership of, or right to! he possession of land; all mines, 
minerals, and quarri(^s in and \mder the land; all timber growing on 
lands of the United Slates, and all improsements, rights, and privileges 
appertaining thereto. " lni[)rovements'' includes all buildings, struc- 
tures, and fixtures erected upon or nflixed to th(^ land, whether the title 
to the land has been acquired or not . 

(2) ''Personal property" includes everything that is subject to 
ownership not included in the terms " i-cal estate '' and " improvements. '^ 
The excess of premiums collected by insinaru'c companies over their 
losses and ordinary expenses is assessed as |)orsonal property. 

(3) The exemptions, in addition to publif property, are: Public 
libraries; property used for educational })urposes: agricultural and 
hoiticultural societies; churches; hospitals; cemeteries; institutions of 
purely public charity; and the land necessary foi- the foregoing pur- 
poses. 

h. Assessment. — The assessment of all property for 
state, county, and miniicipal purposes is made by the 
county assessors annually and refers to the first Monday 
of March. The assessor is to require a statement under 
oath of all property and its value. Any property 
willfidly concealed, removed, transferred, or misrepre- 
sented by the owner to evade taxation is required, upon 
discover}^, to be assessed at not exceeding ten times its 
value, and such assessments are not to be reduced by 
the board of equalization. Refusal to give a list or 
the falsifying of a list is pimishable as a misdemeanor 
by imprisonment for not exceeding six months or a 
fine of not exceeding $500, or both. Taxable prop- 
erty is to be assessed at full cash value which is de- 
fined as the amount at which the property would be 
taken in payment of a just debt due from a solvent 
debtor. Valuations of real estate are fixed by a board 
of appraisers appointed by the judge of the district 
court, and the county assessor must take the valua- 
tions so fixed. (Since 1903 these values have been 
fixed by the assessor.) 

Mines and mining claims are to be assessed at tlie price paid the United 
States therefor, unless the surface has an independent value for other 
than mining purposes. They an? also assessed on tlieir net proceeds as 
personalty, and this forms the real basis of taxation. 

Shares in state and national banks are to be assessed where the bank is 
located. Real estate is assessed to tlie bank and a proportionate 
amount deducted frofn the valuation of the shares. Shares in banks not 
located in the state are not taxed. 

Gas and water mains and pipes laid in the streets are assessed as per- 
sonal property, also tracks of street railroads, and bridges. 

In making up the amoimt of credits which any person is re<juired to 
list, he is entitled to deduct from the gross amount all bona fide debts 
owing by him except notes for insurance premiums and unpaid sub- 
scriptions to societies ot- to thc^ capital stock of any corporation. 

The capital stock and franchises of corporations are to be hsted where 
the principal office is located. Corporations are assess(Ml on their prop- 
erty the same as individuals. 

The franchise, roadway, roadbed, rails, and rolling stock of railroads 
operating in more than one county are assessed l)y the state board of 
equalization. Franchises granted by the ['nited States are exempt. 
Other railroads and railroad property are assessed by the county assess- 
ors. The assessruent made by tlie state }>oard is apportioned among 
the different counties on the basis of mik'age, and to the cities, towns, 
school, road, or other districts, on the sam<» basis. 

c. Equalization. — Tlic^ coimty board of equalization 
adjusts and equahzes between individuals and may 
increase or lower any assessment. 
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The stat(^ })oard of equalization adjusts and equalizes 
the valuations of t axable property between the several 
counties of the state. 

2. Rate— 

Tlit^ rate is to be fixed by the state board of equali- 
zation, and, after allowing 12 per cent for delinquencies 
aiHl cost of collection, it must be sufficient to raise the 
sfXM'iflc amount of revenue directed by tlie legislative 
ass(Miil)ly to be raised for state purpos(\s. 

The rate is limited by constitutional |)rovisi()n to 3 
mills. (See Article XIT, sec. 9.) 

The rate levied in tlie fiscal years UK)1 and 11X)2 was 2.} mills on each 
dollar of valuation. 

3. Collection - 

Taxes are collected by the county treasurer. They 
are delinquent on the first Monday in I)ecend)er and a 
penalty of 10 per cent is added to tlie amount thereof. 
Taxes on real pro})erty are a lien against the property 
assessed and taxes on personal property are a lien upon 
the real property of the owner ther(K)f^ which liens 
attacli as of the first Monday of March in each year. 

The assessor must collect the taxcvs on all personal 
property wlien such taxes are a lien iq)on real property 
whicli in his opinion is not sufhcient to secure their 
payment. He may enforce collection by seizure and 
sale. The assessor in such cases is to be governed by 
the state and county rate of the previous year, and any 
excess or deficiency is adjusted later after the rate is 
fixed for the year. 

II. Poll tax. 

There is no state poll tax. 

III. Inheritance tax. 

The tax on direct lineal inheritance applies to 
estates wherein personal property is valued at $7,500 
or more. Realty is exempt. The rate is SI on $100. 

The tax on collateral inheritance, that is, on trans- 
fers to take effect at death, other than to father, 
mother, luisband, wife, brother, sister, wife of son, 
husband of daughter, adopted child, or lineal de- 
scendant, is at the rate of $5 on $100 of market value. 
This tax applies to estates valued at over $500, 
whether consisting of real or personal property. The 
county trejisuier collects tlie tax and pays over 60 per 
cent to tlu^ Stat (^ ; 40 {xn^ cent is retained for the county 
scliool fund. 

IV. Corporation taxes. 

Corporations are, in genetal, taxed under the general 
pro|)erty tax. 

Insurance companies are taxed on i\\r vxccss of i)remiums ovei' losses 
and ex|)('ns(^s as oji personal property. TIkm-" arc, too, certain lic<uises 
on insnrHncc conipanies, difrerent in kind from ordinary business taxes 
and licenses. 

Licerrse tu culK-ct f)r(^rniu?n to an amount o\(M' $r),(M)0, per $1,(KX), $20; 
* * * preiniuni less than $5,0tX), $125: foiei^n insurance companies, 
1300. 



V. Business taxes and licenses. 

These are left to the county to administer, but the 
state shares therein. 

«. FEES, 

For copies of laws, etc., 20 cents per folio; seal, $1 ; each certificate of 
incorporation, $3; recordinjj^ and filing each certificate of incorporation - 
mininiuni $20, 50 cents per $1,000 of capital stock; stock in excess of 
$KO(X),0(X), 25 cents per $1,000, maximum $1,000. Certificate of in- 
crease or decrease of stock, $5; certificate of continuance of corporate 
exi.stence, $3 and 25 cents per $1,000 of capital up to $1,(X)0,000, 10 
cents in excess over $1 ,000,000, limit $1 ,000. Filing notice of removal , or 
of change of name, 15; filing certified copy of charter on articles of incor- 
poration of foreign corporation, $20; filing appointment of agent, |5; 
recording oflicial Ijond, $2; commissions, $5; fding miscellaneous 
papers, $1. (All cfianged in 1905.) 

County Revenues. 



A. TAXES. 

I. The general property tax. 

1. Base— 

The property included and the methods of assess- 
ment and of equalization thereof are the same for county 
as for state taxes. 

2. Rate^ 

The board of county commissioners of each county 
fixes the rate of county taxes and designates the num- 
ber of mills on each dollar of valuation of property for 
each fund. The tax for general purposes may not 
exceed 16 mills on the assessed valuation. Two mills 
must be levied for schools. The board may also levy 
a tax not to exceed one-fifth of 1 per cent for poor 
rehef. There is to be levied on all property in the 
county a tax of not less than 1 mill nor more than 2 
mills on the dollar for road purposes. 

II. Poll tax, 

a. General, — Every male inhabitant of the state 

[ over 21 and under 60 years of age, except paupers, 

insane persons, and Indians not taxed, must annually 

pay a poll tax of $2. In case a person's name does not 

appear on the assessment list, payment of his poll tax 

is to be demanded by the assessor. In other cases the 

tax is to be added to the assessment list and paid to 

the county treasurer at the time of the payment of 

otlier taxes. The treasurer may serve notice to pay 

I to some designated person or collect from the taxpayer's 

I employer. The poll tax is to be paid to the county 

I treasurer for the exchisive use of the poor fund of the 

I county. 

I l>. Road. — Each able-bodied man over 21 and under 

I 45 years of age residing in each road district is required 

I to pay $3. Payment may be made, however, by one 

\ day's labor. The road tax is due and payable to the 

county treasurer after October 1 of each year and may 

be collected in the manner provided for the collection 

of tlie general poll tax. 
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III. Inheritance tax. 

Forty per cent of the state inheritance tax goes into 
the county school fund. 
V. Business taxes and licenses. 

Merchants selling any goods, wares, or merchandise are required to 
pay quarterly to the county treasurer, according to the amount of 
monthly average sales, the following amounts: First class, $100,000, S75 
per month; second class, $75,000, $60 per month; third class, $50,000, 
$40 per month ; fourth class, S40,000, $25 per month ; fifth class, $30,000, 
$20 per month; sixth class, $20,000, $15 per month; seventh class, 
$10,000, $12 per month; eighth class, $5,000, $8 per month; ninth class, 
$2,500, $5 per month; tenth class, $1,250, $4 per month: eleventh class, 
$400, $3 per month; twelfth class, less than $400, $1 per month. Oleo- 
margarine, license 1 cent per pound; billiard tal)les, $3.75 per quarter; 
bowling alleys, $10 per quarter; theaters, $5 per day, $25 per month; 
variety show and concert, $75 per month; circuses or menageries, $125 
per day; pawnbrokers, $55 per quarter; intelligence office, $10 per quar- 
ter; shooting gallery, $15 per quarter; laundries, other than steam, $10 
per quarter; auctioneers, according to monthly sales, $5 to $400 per 
quarter; bankers and brokers, according to business done, $10 to $100 
per quarter; lawyers, dentists, physicians, photograplieis, or persons 
practicing any otlier professions, and insurance^, loan, and real estate 
agents must pay a license of $5 per quarter; livery stables — towns of 
500 inhabitants or k^ss, $5 per quarter; 500 to 1,.5(K) inhabitants, $10 
per quarter-; 1,500 or more, $15 per quarter. Oumibuses, carriages, 
etc. — one liorse, $1.50 per quarter; for each additional horse, $2.50 per 
quarter. Express companies and carriers of passengers-™})usiness 
$50,000 per quarter, $187.50 per quart (M' ; $40,000 pei- (luarter, $93.75 per 
quart(M'; $30,000 per quarter, $62.50 per (piartcr-; $10,000 per quart (>r, 
$25.20 pel- quart(n' ; $5,000 per quarter, $12.50 per (j^uai't(^r . Ferries, ac- 
cording to receipts, $5 to $125 per cpiarter; ar-chitects, l)uild(M's, and 
manufacturers, business over $15,000 per year, $10 per quarter; gas oi- 
electric light companies — city or town of over 10,000 inhabitants, $2(K) 
per year; 5,000 to 10,000 inhabitants, $100 per year; 1,500 to 5,(X)0 in- 
habitants, $50 per yea:-. Water companies — city or town of rr.ore tliaii 
10,000 inhabitants, $400 per year; 5,000 and less than 10,(K)0 inhabi- 
tants, $200 per year; 1,500 and l(>ss than 5,(K)0 inhal)itants, $100 ])er 
year; less than 1,500 inhabitants, $50 per year. 'r{4ephon(> com[>{inies, 
75 cents per year for each instr'ument in use; telegraph companies, for 

each instrument in use, $5 per quarter. Strec^t railways -in towns of 

over4,(X)0 inhabitants, $50 per (juarter; in towns of less than l,(KX),$25 
per (juarter. Assayers--$2(X) to $5(X) per month, $10 per (juai'ter : oxer 
$500 per rnontli, $25 per (piarter. Skating rinks, merry-go-rounds cit ies 
of 3,0(X) inhabitants, $50 per quarter; l,0(X)an(l le^s than :').000 inhabi- 
tants, $30 per quarter; less than 1,0(X) inhabitants, $10 per quarter. 
Public scales, $10 pei' year; railroad company's war-ehousc, in each 
county, $10 per year; insurance agent's certificate, $5: peddlers on 
foot, $12.50 per (luarter; with wagon, $20 per quartci'; witli two hor-ses, 
$30 per quarter-; other traveling merchants, $50. Sale of pools on 
races, $25 per day; stallion, jack, and bull, $10 to $75: to hunt deer-, 
mountain goat, moose, and elk, nonresidents, $25; to himt grouse, 
prairie chickens, etc., nonresidents, $15; to hunt game, residents, $1. 
Liquoi\s--in city of 10,000 inhabitants oi- over and within 1 mile 
thereof, $300 seiniannually; 3,5(X) to 10,(XX), $250 .semiammally; 1,(XX) 
to 3,5(X), $240 semiannually; 3(X) to 1,(XX), $2(X) semiamiually; less than 
300, $150 semiannually. Wholesale liquor dealei-s, same as merchants; 
distillers of spiritiious liquor-s, $600 per year; cigai-ettes, $10 i>er month; 
brewers of malt liquors and wholesalers whose sales ar'c over $3,(XX) 
per month, $25 per month; over $1,000 per month, $15 per month; over 
$500 per month, $7.50 per month; less than $500 per- month, $5 per 
month; manufacturer of malt only, $1(X) per year-; bottled soda water, 
etc., n/anufacturer city of over lO.OCX) inhabitants, $()0 s(>miannually; 
5,0f)0 to 10,(XX), $10 semiannually: less than .im). $-5 semiamiually. 
' (j^. B _Some of these rates wej-e cluuiged in 1903 and 1905.) 



MiTNiciPAL Revenues. 



A. TAXES. 



I. The general property tax. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the methods of assess- 
ment and of equalization are the same for cities and 
towns as for the state, but the council may by ordi- 
nance provide an independent assessment. 

2. Rate— 

The rate is determined b^^ the mimicipal council. 
The amount of taxes levied for general numicvipal pur- 
poses must not exceed 1 per cent of the assiNssed value. 

3. Collection — 

The city or town treasurer has the same power to 
collect municipal taxes as the county treasurer has to 
collect state and county taxes. 

II. Poll tax. 

All able-bodied male inliabitants of a city or towTi 
between 21 and 45 years of a^j^e must pay an annual 
road poll tax of not exceeding $3. It may be paid in 
labor on the roads. 

Ill and IV. Inheritance and corporation taxes. 

There are no inheritance or corporation taxes for 
municipalities. 

V. Business taxes ami licenses. 

The coiumil may by ordinance license all industries, 
]rursuits, professions, and occu|)ations for which under 
the state law a license is required, but the amount 
nuist not exceed the sum re(|uired l)y the* state law. 

Water companies must pay a li<-<^nse tax of not less than $.50 and 
not mor-e tlian $400. 

Municipalities may license the kee])in<4 of dogs. 

SciTooE Revenues. 

The state school fund (H)nsists of the proceeds of 
the sale of school lands and the moneys derived from 
certaui other sources. The income is apportioned to 
the counties. 

Tlie county sc]iool fund consists of the proceeds of 
an annual tax of 2 mills on the dollar, which the county 
commissioiu^rs nuist levy at the time other taxes are 
levied; of all fines {tnd forfeitures; and of 40 per cent 
of all irdieritance taxes. The county school fund to- 
gether with the comity share of the state school fund 
is apj)ortione(l to the school districts. 

The comity commissioners also levy a tax of not to 
exceed 5 mills on the dollar on the |)rop(^rty of school 
districts to maintain the schools of such (h'stricts. 

The legislative assembly is reqm'red to levy such a 
tax for school purposes as is re[)orted necessary by 
the state auditor. 
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Nebraska draws her revenue mainly from the general 
propert}^ tax. In 1 901 an inheritance tax was adopted. 
There are no special corporation taxes except on for- 
eign insurance companies. Certain fees ai'c imposed. 
Poll taxes and business taxes and licenses are left to 
counties and municipalities. All license moneys, fines, 
forfeitures, and penalties go to tlie schools. 

The revenue law was extensively revised in 1903, but 
the changes have not been carried into this description. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 

ARTrCLE IX. 

Sec. 1. The legislature shall provide such revenue^ as may be needful, 
by levying a tax by valuation, so that every person and corporation shall 
pay a tax in proportion to the value of his, her, or its property and fran- 
chises, the value to he ascertained in such manner as tfie legislature 
shall direct, and it shall have power to tax peddlers, auctioneers, brokers, 
hawkers, commission merchants, showmen, jugglers, innkeepers, liquor 
dealers, toll bridges, ferries, insurance, telegraph, and express interests or 
business, vendors of patents, in such manner as it shall direct by general 
law, uniform as to tfie class upon which it operates. 

Sec. 2. The property of the state, counties, and municipar corpora- 
tions, both real and personal, shall be exempt from taxation, and such 
other property as may be used exclusively for agricultural and horticul- 
tural societies, for school, religious, cemetery, and charitable purposes, 
may be exempted from taxation, but such exemption shall be only by 
general law. In the assessment of real estate encumbered by public ease- 
ment any depreciation occasioned by such easement may be deducted 
in the valuation of such property. The legislature may provide that the 
increased value of lands by reason of live fences, fruit and forest trees 
grown and cultivated thereon, shall not be taken into account in the 
assessment thereof. 

Sec. 3. (Redemption from tax sales.) 

Sec. 4. The legislature shall have no power to release or discharge any 
county, city, township, town, or district whatever, or the inhabitants 
thereof, or any corporation or the property therein, from their or its pro- 
portionate share of taxes to be levied for state purposes, or due any 
municipal corporation, nor shall commutation for such taxes be author- 
ized in any form whatever. 

Se( . 5. ('ounty authorities shall never assess taxes the aggregate of 
which shall ex(;eed one and one-half dollars per one hundred dollars of 
valuation, except for the payment of indebtedness existing at the adop- 
tion of this constitution, unless authorized by a vote of the people of the 
county. 

Sec. (3. The legislature may vest the corporate authorities of cities, 
towns, and villages with power to make local improvements l)y special 
assessment, or f)y special taxation of property benefited. For all other 
corporate purposes all municipal corporations may be vested with 
authority to assess and coIUh'I taxes, but such taxes shall be uniform in 
respect to persons and [)roperty witliin the jurisdiction of the body 
imposing the same. 

Seo. 7. The legislature shall not impose taxes upon nnmicipal corpora- 
tions, or the inhabitants or |)roperty thereof, for corporate purpost^s. 



I This compilation is derived mainly fiom j lie following soin*ces: 
The compiled statutes of the state of Nebraska, comprising all laws of 
a general nature in force on July 1, 1899; (hiy A. Brown and Iloland 
H. Wlieeler. State Journal Company, Lincoln', Nebr., 1899. 

Laws of Nebraska, Twenty-seventh session, State Journal Company, 
Lincoln, Nebr., 190L 



OFFICERS. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation are : 

(1) Township assessors, in counties under township organization, 
elected annually 

(2) Tax commissioner in Omaha and Lincoln, who is city assessor and 
holds ofhce for a term of two years. 

(3) County assessor, elected for two years. 

(4) County treasurer, elected for two years. 

(5) Town board of review, composed]of the mayor, council, and assessor 
of each city. 

(6) County board of equalization, composed of the board of county 
commissioners, or in counties under township organization, the board of 
supervisors. 

(7) State board of equalization, composed of the governor, auditor of 
public accounts, and treasurer. 

State Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general property tax, 
]. Base — 
a. The property included and exempt. — The property 
included is grouped under the following classes : 

(1) All real and personal property in the state. 

Only tlie improvements on school lands and the value of the interest 
of the purchaser are taxable before the right to a deed has become abso- 
lute. 

(2) All moneys, credits, bonds, and stock, and other investments, the 
shares of stock in incorporated companies and associations, and all 
other personal property, including property in transit to and from the 
state, used, held, owned, or controlled by persons residing in the state; 
shares of capital stock of banks doing business in the state; and the 
capital stock of companies incorporated under the laws of the state. 

(3) Exemptions, in addition to public property, are: Property used for 
agricultural and horticultural societies; for school, religious, cemetery, 
and charitable purposes; also, the increased value of lands by reason of 
live fences, and fruit and forest trees grown and cultivated thertKm. 

h, Assessment—The st'dte and county assessment roll 
is made up from the assessments of the several precincts, 
townships, cities, and villages, transcribed by the county 
clerk. The assessment is made with reference to the 1st 
day of April. The assessor is to require a statement 
under oath of personal property and thereupon assess 
the fair cash value. The making of false schedules or 
the refusal to list property is punishable by a fine of $10 
to $100, and also subject to prosecution as perjury. 
Ileal estate is listed by owner or holder and valued by 
the assessor. Land and the improvements thereon are 
separately assessed. 

Corporations incorporated under the laws of the state, except insur- 
ance companies, are required to list the amount of capital stock in addi- 
tion to other property. The amount of indebtedness, except for current 
expensi^s, and the Jissessed value of real and personal pro[)erty, are to 
be deducted from the aggregate value of its shares of stock, and the 
remainder is listed as capital stock. The real and personal property 
are assessed the same as that of individuals. 
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Shareholders of state and national banks are to be assessed on their 
stock where the bank is located. 

Insurance companies doing business in the state arc to be taxed upon 
the excess of premiums received over losses and ordinary expenses in- 
curred within the state. Insurance companies are to be subject to no 
other tax, fees, or licenses under the laws of this state, except taxes on 
real estate and certain fees hereinafter mentioned. The net premiums 
are assessed and taxed as personal property is taxed. 

Railroad and telegraph companies, where their property is situated 
in more than one county, are assessed by the state board of equalization. 
But machine and repair shops, office buildings, and property situated 
outside the right of way and depot grounds are to be assessed by the 
precinct assessors of the counties where situated. Railroad property 
is assessed for each mile of line or main track and apportioned to the 
counties on that basis as personal property. The county clerk appor- 
tions the valuation among the respective precincts, townships, school 
districts, road districts, cities, and villages in which the same may be. 

Sleeping and dining cars not owned by railroads, but used in operating 
the railway are assessed by the state board of equalization on the average 
number used each month in the state; the assessed value of the cars is 
to bear the same proportion to the entire value thereof that the num- 
ber of miles operated in the state bears to the total number of miles 
operated. 

In making up the amount of credits which any person is required 
to list, he is entitled to deduct from the gross amount of credits the 
amount of all bona fide debts owing by him, except insurance premium 
notes, unpaid subscriptions to charity or the capital stock of any com- 
pany, or indebtedness for United States bonds or other nontaxable 
property. 

c. Equalization. — A meeting of the assessors of the 
county is held before the assessment for the purpose of 
consultation in regard to the value of the various kinds 
and classes of property to be assessed. 

The town board, in counties under township organi- 
zation, reviews the assessment of property for the town. 

The county board equalizes between the several 
townships, precincts, or districts in the county, but is 
not to increase or reduce the aggregate as made by the 
assessors. It also equalizes between individuals, and 
hears complaints rejected by the town boards in coun- 
ties under township organization. 

The state board of equalization examines the various 
county assessments and equalizes by varying the rate 
of taxation in the different counties in case the scale of 
valuation has not been adjusted to a reasonable uni- 
formity by the different assessors. 

2. Rate-- 

The state l)oard of equalization fixes the rate of the 
state tax, the state school tax, and the state sinking 
fund tax. 

The rate of tlie general tax is to be not more than 5 mills on the 
dollar of valuation; that of the school tax, not less than one-half of 
1 mill nor more than \\ mills; and that of the sinking fund tax not 
more than three-fourths of 1 mill. 

3. Collection — 

The county treasurer is ex officio tax collector, and 
all taxes levied in the county must be paid at his 
office. Personal taxes unpaid January 1 may be col- 
lected by distress and sale as in execution, or by civil 
action. Personal taxes are delinquent February 1, 
real taxes May 1, and both draw interest at 10 per 



cent. Taxes are a lien on the personal property as- 
sessed after the time the tax books are received, and 
taxes on real estate are a lien on such property from 
the first Monday in January. Real property may be 
sold for delinquent taxes. 

II. Poll tax. 

There is no state poll tax. 

III. Inheritance tax. 

Property passing by will or by the intestate laws of 
the state, or by transfer made in contemplation of 
death, to the father, mother, husband, wife, child, 
brother, sister, wife or widow of a son, husband of a 
daughter, adopted child, or lineal descendant is subject 
to a tax of $1 on every $100 of clear market value in 
excess of $10,000 received by each person; passing to 
any uncle, aunt, niece, nephew, or lineal descendant of 
the same is subject to a tax of $2 on every $100 in 
excess of $2,000 received by each person; passing to 
other collaterals is subject to a tax of $2 on every $100 
over $500; passing to strangers is subject to the follow- 
ing taxes: $3 on every $100 for an estate under $10,000; 
$4 on every $100 for an estate of $10,000 to $20,000; 
$5 on every $100 for an estate of $20,000 to $50,000; 
$6 on every $100 for an estate over $50,000. 

IV. Corporation taxes. 

Corporations are taxed under the general property 
tax. 

Domestic insurance companies are assessed on their net income 
as personal property. 

Foreign insurance companies are required to pay 2 per cent of the 
gross premiums on account of life, accident, or lire policies, or of insur- 
ance on property located within this state as an additional license fee, 
and may deduct from their tax bills any sum over $2 paid as license, 

V. Business taxes and licenses. 

Insurance brokers, $25 per annum. 

B. F^EES. 

Secretary of state. — Filing articles of incorporation, domestic or for- 
eign, $10; for each $1,(XX) over Sl(X)XKX), 10 cents; increase of capital 
stock, S5; for each $1,000 increase, 10 cents; amendments, $ij. 

Insurance companies. — Domestic companies — charter, $.50; annual 
statement, $20; annual license, $1. Foreign companies — depositing 
charter, etc., $UX); annual statement, $<50; life and accident, statement, 
$100. Mutual companies —license, $50; annual statement, $10. For- 
eign surety companic^s license, $30; annual statement, $10 to $20. 
Domestic surety — annual statement, $1. 

County Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general property tax. 

1. Base — 

The property included and tlie assessment and equal- 
ization thereof are the same for county as for state 
taxes. 

2. Rate— 

The county boards levy all county, township, city, 
school district, precinct, village, and other taxes. 
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The rate for coimty purposes is not to exceed $1.50 on eacli 1100 
of valuation except to pay indebtedness existing at the time of the 
adoption of the constitution, unless authorized by vote of tlie people 
of the county, and the limits shall be as follows: In counties under 
township organize t ion, for county revenue and poor, 9 mills on the 
dollar; road, o mills; bridges, 4 mills: sinking fund, 4 mills. For other 
counties the rates are the same except that for the sinking fund, which 
is 3 mills on the dollar. 

3. (vllection — 

Same as for state. 
II. Foil tax. 

Every male inhabitant over 21 and under 50 years of 
age, except paupers^ idiots, and lunatics, is to be as- 
sessed for a labor tax of $3^ to be paid in casli or com- 
muted in labor on the roads, unless so assessed in cities 
or incorporated villages, 
III and IV. Inlierltance tax and corporation taxes. 

There are iio inheritance or corporation taxes for 
the county. 
V. Business taxes and licenses. 

Dealers in malt, spirituous, and vinous liquors, residing in the county 
but not within tlic limits of an incorporated city or village nor within 
2 miles of the same, may Ix* licensed by the county l)oard. The amount 
of license leo h in each case established l)v the boiu'd in its discretion, 
provided it be not less tlian loOO annually. The proceeds of liquor 
and all other licenses must be used for the maintenance of |)ublic schools. 

]\Ml(llers selling outside the limits of a city or town within any 
county in the state are to pay an annual tax of $2.5; in veliicles, one- 
horse, %ri); two-liorse, $75; four-horse, §100; ferri(>H, %2 to $500; sale 
of lifjuors (not in citi(\s or villages), $5(X). 

iluNiciPAL Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general property tax. 
1. Base— 
The pro})erty included and the method of equali- 
zation are the same as for state taxation. If ordered 
by tlie county l)oard, separate assessnu^nt rolls are to 
be made for property within the corporate limhs of 
cities, towns, and villages^ except when sucli numici- 
palitics ar<^ included within the limits of any townsliip, 



and except also in cities of the first class. In metro- 
politan cities the assessment refers to September 1. 

2. Eate— 

The county boards levy such taxes as are required 
by the municipality. The amount is to be certified 
to the county clerk by the corporate authorities, and 
is variously limited for different classes of cities. 

3 . Collection — 
Same as for state. 

II. Poll tax. 

All male residents of the corporation between 21 
and 50 years of age are to pay a labor tax of $3 for 
the repair of the streets, alleys, and highways of the 
city. 

Ill and IV. Inheritance tax and corporation taxes. 

There are no inheritance or corporation taxes in 
municipalities. 
V. Business taxes anel licenses. 

Cities in general have powder to raise revenue by 
levying an occupation tax or license on any corpora- 
tion or l)usiness within the limits of the city. All 
scientific and literary lectures and entertainments^ as 
well as concerts given by citizens of the city, are to be 
exempt from such taxation. 

Pawnbrokers— metropolitan cities, SlOO per year; other cities (less 
than 80,(XX) inhabitants), $.50 per year. Liquors — in cities over 10,000, 
$1,000 per year; in cities under 10,000, $500 per year. 

School Revenues. 

The state common school fund, consisting of the 
proceeds of the sale of school lands and fines and for- 
feitures, is to be increased by an annual levy of IJ 
mills on $1 of valuation, to be distributed to the coun- 
ties in proportion to the number of scholars. All 
license moneys of the counties, cities, and villages are 
to be applied to the support of the common schools. 

The county commissioners levy on the property of 
school districts a tax not to exceed 25 mills, and in 
cities of the first class of over 25,000 one not to exceed 
15 mills. 



NEVADA,^ 



Nevada doriv(^s its revenue mainly from the gen- 
eral property tax. There is in addition a poll tax for 
state and county jyurj>oses. There is no inlieritance 
tax, nor are there s{)ccial corporation taxes except 
c(*rtain license fees on insurance companies. The 
comities have an extensive systcMu of license taxes on 
l)rokers, bankers, merchants, sluM^p raising, and vari- 
ous litu^s of business ami amusements of which tlie state 



1 This com}>ilation is derived maiidy from the following sources: 
Compiled Laws of Nevada, in force lSt)l lo 1900; compiled by 
Henry V. Cut tin*]:. Andrew IMante, superintendent of state printing, 
C^arson City, Xev.. IJKX). 

Statutes of the State of Nevada, nX)L State Printing Office, Car- 
son City, 1901. 



receives ih^ proceeds of the gambling licenses only. 
Municipalities are empowered to exact licenses from 
ail hues of business, trade, and professions. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 

AirricLE X. 

Si:(\ ]. Th(« legislature shall provide by law for a uniform and equal 
r«(<' (»[ assessment and taxation, and shall prescribe such regidations as 
^hai( s<'cur(^ a just valuation for taxation of all property, real, personal, 
and ]>()SM»ss(ny, excepting mines and mining claims, the proceeds of 
^\hi(h alone shall be taxed, and also excepting such property as may be 
exempted by law for mutaicipal, educational, literary, scientific, reli- 
gious, or- charitable purposes. 
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ARTICLE IX. 

Sec. 1. The fiscal year shall commeiK'e dn the (irst day of January in 
each year. 

Sec. 2. The legislature shall provide by law for an annual tax suffi- 
cient to defray the estimated expenses of tlie state for each fiscal year, 
and whenever the expenses of any year shall exceed the income, the legis- 
lature shall provide for levying a tax sufhcient, with other sources of 
income, to pay the deficiency, as well as the estimated expenses, of such 
ensuing year or two years. 

ARTICLE XL 

Sec. G. The legislature shall provide a special tax, which shall not 
exceed two mills on tlie dollar of all taxabl(^ prop(Mly in the state, in j 
addition to the other means provided for the support and maintenance 
of the state university and common schools. I 

ARPICLE VOL 

Sec. 2. All real prop(u-ty and possessory rights to the same, as well as ; 

personal property in tliis state belonging to corporations now existing I 

or hereafter created, shall be suljject to taxation the same as property of ! 

individuals: Provided, That tlie property of corporations formed for ; 
municipal, charitable, religious, or educational purposes may be exempted 
by law. 

article II. I 

Sec. 7. The legislature shall pjoN ide by law for the payment of an 
annual poll tax of not less than two nor exceeding four doUars from each 
male person resident in the state between the ages of t\\enty-on(^ and 
sixty years (uncivilized American Indians (excepted), one-half io bo j 
applied for state and one-half for counly purposes, and the legislature 
may, in its discretion, make such payment a condition to the i-iglit of ; 
voting. 

OFFICE US. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation \ 
are : 

(1) County assessor, elected every two yeai-s. The sheriff is often 
ex officio assessor. 

(2) County treasurer, elected every two years, is ex officio tax collector. 

(3) County board of ecpialization, composed of the county conniiis- 
sioners of each county and the county clerk. 

(4) Sheriff, elected e\ery two years, ex officio collector of license 
taxes. 

State Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general property tax. 
] . Base— 
a. The property included and exernpt. All property 
of every kind and nature within this state, except as 
exempted, is subject to taxation. 

(1) ''Real estate" includes all houses, buildings, h^uu^s, ditches, rail- 
roads toll roads and bridges, and other structures, erections, and 
improvements erected upon any land, whether such land l)e private 
or public property, and the owTiership of, claim to, or possession of any 
lands in the state. 

(2) ''Personal property" includes all cliattels; money on hand, on 
deposit, or at interest; solvent debts when the amount exceeds the 
same character of indebtedness of the party assessed; all locomotives, 
cars, and rolling stock used in operating any railroad within the state; 
all capital employed in trade and commerce; the capital stock of all cor- 
porations, except the capital stock of corporations organized for mining 
purposes, and all property not included in the term "real estate." 

(3) Exemptions in addition to public property arc: Mines and mining 
claims, but not the proceeds of mines; churches and buildings used for 



religious w^orship, with their furniture and equipments; property of the 
Masons, Odd Fellows, and similar cluuntable organizations or benevolent 
societies up to $5,(X)0; ])ublic free cemeteries; property up to $1,000 of 
widows and orphans who are residents of the state. 

h. Assessment, — The assessment as made by the 
county assessors is the basis of taxation for state, 
county, city, town, school, road, and other revenue 
districts. All persons are to make statements under 
oath of the item of all real estate and personal prop- 
erty. The assessor determines tlie true casli value 
which is construed to mean the amount at which the 
property would be taken in payment of a just debt due 
from a solvent debtor. Penalties for neo:lect or refusal 
to make the statement are the loss of rights before the 
board of equalization and a fine of $10 to $500, or im- 
prisonment, or both, and for false list, not less tluin one 
and not more than fourteen 3^ears' im])risonment. 

The assessment does not seem to refer to one par- 
ticidar date, but is to be nuxde between the first Mon- 
day in ilarch, the date of levy of taxes, and the first 
Monday in vSeptember, and refers to the time when 
made. 

The proceeds of mines are assessed ((uarterly as personal property. 
From the gross yield of all ores, tailings, l)orax, soda, or mineral l)ear- 
ing material there is to be deducted the actual cost of extracting the 
ore from tlie mine, the cost of tr-ans|>ortation to the plac(* of reduc- 
tion, and the actual cost of reduction or sale, and the remainder or 
net proceeds is assessed and taxed at tlie same rate ad \alorem as 
other property is taxed. 

The act of March 13, 1903, pro\-idcs that the assessors of the several 
counties sliall meet at the capitol smd establish a valuation throughout 
the state of all railroads and rolling stock, tck^graph and telo|)hone lines, 
clcctiic light and power lines, of all cattle and shec^p, and other kinds of 
property which can be valued and assessed mon^ uiriforrnly by the 
assessors acting collectively. 

In the fiscal yvav of 1902 ami })re\ iously then^to the railroad assess- 
ment was made f)y the county ass(>ssors of th(^ counti{\s in w^hidi the 
railroad was located on the basis of a statcMuent by tb<» (u)nipany. The 
personal property of the railroad, including the I'olling stock, was 
ass<\ss(Hl s(^parately from the ti-ack, station, and othiM- r(»al estate. 

c. KqualizaMon. — Tlie coimty board of eqiuiliza- 
tion equalizes l)etween iiuHviduals and rnay correct 
any valuation, but no rtHliiction is to be made w^here 
the complaiiumt refused to mak(* his list under oath. 
The ecpiafization is made after the third Monday of 
September. 

Thtvre is no state board of equalization, but the 
coimty assessors of the several coiuities are recpiired 
to meet at the capitol to establish throitjj^hotit the 
state a lun'forni a a] tuition of all classes of pr()|)ert3^ 
2. Rate - 

The rate of state tax is fixed by the o^ovcn'uor, state 
com])troner, and attorney-general to meet the total 
appro})riati()iis of the precedin^i: lci(islattu*e for the cur- 
rent year. 

A tentative rate of SO cents on $100 is fixed by 
statute. The assessor collcH'ts taxes on personalty 
luiseciu^ed by real estate at this rate, and in case of a 
reduction being made at the fixing of the rate, the tax- 
payer is entitled to a refimcl of the excess paid. 
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The annual ad valoreiri tax of 80 cents on each $100 of taxa])lo prop- 
erty is levied by statute for state purposes and extends to the net pro- 
ceeds of mines. The tax is distributed to different funds, as follows: 
55.04 cents to ^(^nc^ral fund; 7.2 cents to territorial interest fund; 5.6 
cents to state interest and sinking fund; 9.6 mills to state university 
and sinkino: fund; 4 cents to general school fund; 8 mills to university 
inten\st and sinking fund, 1897, No. 1; 8 mills to university interest 
and sinking fund, 1897, No. 2; 5.6 cents to contingent university fund. 

3. Collection — 
IVoperty taxes are collected by the county treasurer 
except that taxes on personal property not secured by 
real estate, and taxes on the proceeds of mines are 
collected at the tune of making the assessment by the 
assessor, who may enforce such collection by seizure 
and sale at public auction. Taxes on realty and on 
personalty secured by real estate are delinquent on the 
first Monday in December, and 10 per cent penalty is 
then added and collection is enforced by sale or by 
suit in case the taxes exceed $300. Judgment is to 
be entered for 25 per cent in addition to the tax and a 
penalty of 10 per cent. Real estate is subject to lien 
for taxes due thereon and for taxes on the owner's 
personal property. Taxes on real and personal prop- 
erty may be paid in semiannual installments, one-half 
by the first Monday in December and the remaining 
half prior to the first Monday in June. But if the first 
half is not paid by the first Monday in December, the 
whole tax is due and the penalty of 10 per cent is 
added. 

II. Poll tax. 

Each male resident of the state over 21 and under 
60 years of age (imcivilized American Indians ex- 
cepted) and not by law exempt is required to pay an 
annual poll tax of $3 for the use of the state and 
county. 

The county assessor is ex officio poll tax collector. 
He may enforce collection by seizure of personal prop- 
erty and sell on one hour's notice, or the wages may 
be garnisheed and employers held responsible. 

Fifty per cent of the poll tax goes to the county 
and 50 per cent to the state. 

III. Inheritance tax. 

There is no inheritance tax. 

IV. (Jorp()rxit'u)ri tdxes. 

The property of corporations is subject to taxation 
the same as that of individuals. 

Insurance companies pay a license^ (ax. (See next division.) 

V. Business taxes and licenses. 

Gambling license — first month, SUM); subsequent montlis, $75. In- 
surance companies — fire, life, and accident, uiuiually, $100; casualty and 
surety, annualh*, $20. 

B. FEES. 

Secn^taty of state. — Filing certificate of in<'()r|>oration, $5; appoint- 
ment of a,*4(vnt, certificate, $5; trade-marks, filing, $.5; commission, no- 
taries public, $10: great seal, $5. (These iw^ are to l)e paid into the 
library fund.) 

Controllei-. Insurance companies, issuing ci'ititicate, $5; physi- 
cian, application to practice, $25; dentists- registration, $1; exami- 
nation, $10. 



County Revenues. 



A. TAXES. 



I. The general property tax. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the assessment and 
equalization thereof are the same for county taxes as 
for state. 

2. Rate— 

The board of county commissioners in each county 
of the state is authorized to levy annually by the first 
Monday in March an ad valorem tax for county pur- 
poses not exceeding the sum of $2 on each $100 of value 
of taxable property^ provided that the total tax levy 
for all purposes is not to exceed $5 on each $100, and 
that no levy in excess of $1.50 is to be levied for 
county purposes unless the county is indebted^ when a 
levy may be made to discharge such indebtedness and 
to meet the expenses of the current year. 

If, after the equalization of taxes in the several 
counties^ it appears that the levy previously made by 
the board of county commissioners for county pur- 
poses will result in either an excess or deficiency of 
revenue^ then the rate is to be reduced or raised. 

3. Collection — 
Same as for state taxes, 

II. Poll tax. 

Fifty per cent of the state poll tax goes to the 
county. 
Ill and IV. Inheritance tax and corporation taxes. 

There are no county inheritance or corporation taxes. 
V. Business taxes and licenses. 

The county requires the following license taxes : Billiard tablets, public, 
$5 per quarter; bowling alley, public, $10 per quarter; theater — for less 
than one month, $5 per day: for one month, $20; for three months, $40; 
for one year, $75 (same fees for exhibitions of opera or concert singers). 
Circus, caravan, menagerie, $20 per exhibition; wire dancers and other 
exhibitions, $10 per day; pawid)rokers, per quarter, $100; intelligence 
ofOce,per quarter, $15; brokers and savings banks — first class, business 
$250,0(X) per quarter, $100 per quarter; second class, business $200,000 
per quarter, $80 per quarter: third class, business $100,000 per quarter, 
$50 per quarter; fourth class, business $50,000 per quarter, $30 per quar- 
ter; fifth class, business less than $^50,(KX) per quarter, $20 per quarter 
(separate license for each establishment in the county). Bankers — first 
class, $.500,000 per month, $200 per month; second class, $300,000 per 
month, $1 50 per month ; third class, $200,000 per month, $100 per month ; 
f ourtli class, $100,000 per montfi , $75 per tnonth ; fifth class, $50,000 per 
month, $.50 per month; sixtli class, $25,000 per month, $25 per month; 
^e\'enth class, less than $25,000 per month, $12 per month. Conuiion 
carrier engaged in transmitting gold dust or bullion, quarterly, $150. 
AhMchants who deal in goods, wares, or merchandise, wines, and dis- 
tilled li(|uors, except wines and distilled liquors produced from agricul- 
tural ])ro(hicts of the state, when sold by the producer, pay quarterly 
license foes as follows: First class, average monthly sales $100,000, $50; 
second class, average monthly sales $75,000, $37.50; third class, aver- 
age monthly sales $50,(X)0, $25; fourth class, average monthly sales 
$10,000, $20; fifth class, average monthly sales $30,000, $15; sixth 
class, average monthly sales $20,000, $10; seventh class, average 
monthly .sales $10,OOOj$7.,50; eighth class, average monthly sales$ 5,000, 
$5; ninth class, average monthly sales $1,000, $3.75; tenth class, average 
monthly sales less than $1,000, $2.50. Liquor dealers, who sell in less 
quantities than 1 quart, $10 per month; liquor dealers, who sell in less 
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quantities than 1 quart 1 mile outside city limits, $15 per quarter (one-half 
of such license moneys collected within corporate limit is to be paid into 
the city treasury). Taverns, hotels, innkeepers, restaurants, public 
boarding houses, eating stands, and all public lodging houses are 
licensed as follows: First class, $3,00() per month business, $45 per 
quarter; second class, $1,000 per montli business, $15 per quarter; 
third class, less than $1,000 per month business, $7. .50 per quarter. 
Peddlers and auctioneers, per month, $10; peddlers, wagon license, per 
month, $25; houses of anmsement, per quarter, $500. Toll roads and 
bridges pay quarterly 2 per cent of the proceeds on gross amount of 
toll. Insurance broker, quarterly license, $15; itinerant merchants and 
traders, monthly, $5 to $100; cigarette papers, quarterly, $15. Sheep 
raising— -first class, 5,000 sheep per annum, $250 per annum; every 
additional 1,000, $50 per annum; second class, 4,000 sheep, $200 per 
annum; third class, 3,000 sheep, $150 per annum; fourth class, 2,000 
sheep, $100 per annum; fifth class, 1,,500 sheep, $75 per annum; sixth 
class, 1,000 sheep, $50 per annum; seventh class, less than 1,000 sheep, 
$25 per annum. Provisions do not apply to persons who hold land 
equal to 1 acre for three sheep, other than by lease. The slierifl' is ex 
officio collector of licenses in his county and receives as commission — 
on each business license, 6 per cent; on each sheep license, 20 per 
cent and $2. 

Municipal Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. Tlie general property tax. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the assessment and 
equahzation thereof are the same for town and city 
purposes as for state taxation. 

2. Rate— 

The county commissioners have power to levy a tax 
not exceeding IJ per cent per annum of the assessed 
value of the town or city. 

In Carson City and Reno these powers are exercised by the city 
board of trustees and the city council, respectively. In Carson City 
the limits are one-fourtli and three-fourths of 1 per cent; in Reno, one- 
foUrth of 1 and 1 per cent. 



3. Collection — 
Collection of municipal taxes is the same as for state. 

II, III, and IV. Poll tax, inheritance tax, arid corpo- 
ration taxes. 
There are no municipal poll, inheritance, or special 

corporation taxes. 

V. Business taxes and licenses. 

The board of county commissioners has power to 

fix term of license in tow^ns and cities in the various 

lines of business and amusements conducted in the 

municipality and to levy a tax on dogs. 

One-half of the license moneys collected on county licenses for the 
retail of liquors in less quantities than 1 quart goes to the municipality 
where the saloon is located. 

There are special provisions for licensing express and telegraph com- 
panies, gas and electric companies, and freight line and equipment 
companies. 

School Revenues. 

The state school fund is composed of the proceeds of 
the sale of school lands, all fines collected under the 
penal law'S of the state, 2 per cent of the gross proceeds 
of all toll roads and bridges, and all escheats. The 
interest of this fund is divided semiannually among 
the several counties in proportion to the number of 
school children. 

The state school tax is one-ha^f of 1 mill on the dollar, 
and 5 per cent of the state taxes is also to be set apart 
for school purposes. 

The board of county commissioners is to levy a 
county school tax of not more than 50 cents nor less 
than 15 cents on each $100. 

School districts may vote to impose a tax for addi- 
tional school facilities when the state and county 
money to wdiich any district is entitled is not sufficient 
to keep a school open at least six months. 



NEW HAMPSHIRE.^ 



New Hampshire depends mainly upon the general 
property tax and poll tax for state, county, and 
municipal revenues. State and county taxes are 
apportioned to the towns, which are held responsible 
for assessment and collection, except taxes on railroad, 
telephone, and telegraph companies, which are assessed 
and collected primarily by state authorities. There 
are some special corporation taxes on insurance com- 
panies and savings banks, but there was no inheritance 
tax until 1905, when an inheritance tax law was passed. 

As New Hampshire was formerly a prohibition state 
there was no revenue from liquor taxes, but in 1903 a 
liquor license law was passed. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 

Akt. 12. Every member of the community has a right to be protected 
by it in the enjoyment of his life, liberty, and property. He is, there- 

1 This compilation is derived mainly from ^The Public Statutes of the 
State of New Hampshire," and ^'General Laws in Force, January 1, 
1901," compiled and edited by William M. Chase and Arthur H. Chase, 
Concord, 1901. 



fore, bound to contribute his sliare in the expense of such protection and 
to yield his personal service, when necessary, or an equivalent. 

Art. 28. No subsidy, charges, tux, impost, or duty sliall be estab- 
lished, laid or levied without the consent of the people or their repre- 
sentatives in the legislature, or authority derived from that body. 

Art. 5. Full power and authority are hereby given and granted to the 
general court * * * to impose and levy proportional and reason- 
able assessments, rates, and taxes upon all the inhabitants of and resi- 
dents within the state, and u})()n all estates within tlie same. 

Art. 6. And wliile the public charges of government shall be ji.^sessed 
on polls and estates in the manner that has heretofore bcnni practiced, 
in order that such ass(^ssnients may be made with ecjuality, ther<> shall be 
a valuation of the estates taken anew once in ev(My ti\(' yeais at leasf 
and as nmch oftener as the general court shall order. 

OFFICERS. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are: 

(1) Selectmen of towns, three chosen at the ammal meeting. 

(2) Assessors, also elected at town meeting, who constitute, with the 
selectmen, a joint board for the assessment of taxes. 

(3) Town collectors, chosen at the annual town meeting. 
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(4) City assessors, chosen in each ward as may be prescribc^d by city 
ordinanceSj who form a board and perform all duties required of select- 
men and assessors o( towns. 

(5) '^County convention/' which consists of the representatives of the 
towns of the counties. 

(6) County commissioners, three elected biennially. 

(7) The state board of equalization, consisting of five members 
appointed by the supreme court and commissioncKl by the governor, 
and acting as board of assessment for certain classes of property. 

State Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I and II. The general property and poll tax. 

This tax is essentially a town tax^ as the state levy 
is apportioned to the towns and raised by them in the 
same manner as tlieir own revenues. The poll tax 
constitutes an integral part of tliis tax and can not be 
described separately. Polls are pnt in the ^' invoice'^ 
upon which ^^all taxes'' (sic) are assessed at 50 cents 
each and taxable ])ro|)erty at 50 cents on each $100 of 
its appraised value. This gives polls a quasi property 
valuation equal to $100, 
1. Base-- 

The base is tlie invoice as described above. 

a. The property included and exempt, and polls. — The 
classes included are as follows : 

The property included is all property ;, real and per- 
sonal, within the jurisdiction of the state, not ex- 
pressly exempt. 

The polls included are all males from 21 to 70 years 
of age not spcndally exempt. 

(1) "Real estate, '' whether improved or unimproved, and whether 
owned by residents or others, is liahle to be taxed, and includes build- 
ings, factories, machinery, wharves, f(\rries, toll l)ridges, canals, and 
aqu(Hlucts for salt^ of water; also, real estate of railroad, ti^legraph, 
and teleplione companies not used in their ordinary l>usiness. 

(2) ' ' l\^j'sona] estate ' ' for purpos(\s of taxation includ(\s stocks, (>xcept I 
v;hen the property represented l)y the stock is taxat)le dircM'tly to the | 
corporation; the surplus capital of l)anks; money on liand or loaned at I 
inti-rest morc^ than the owner pays interest for; stock in trade, raw mate- | 
rials, and iiiaruifactures; vessels; domestic animals; and the net yearly 
inconu^ of shii)s (^ngaged in foreign carrying trade. 

(3) Exemptions are as follows; 

The propel fy exempt is; All public property; cliurches; parsonages, to 
$2,.5(K); educiitional institutions; undeveloped min(\s; cemeteries; for 
ten years iniproverrients caused by reclaiming swamp lands; eharitabk^ 
associations: horses, ass<>s, and mules, under J 8 months; oxen and cows 
under that af2;e; sheej) and hops, two to each family, and others under 
1 year; stock in corporations wlu^re no dividend of profit is to b(^ made; 
manufacturing estal)lishments for t(Mi years by vote of tlie town; mate- 
rials used in construction of shij)s; money loaned to towns; and railroads 
not ten years in use. 

The polls exempt are; Paupers and insane persons and others ex- 
empted by law or legislative contract in the towns where resident on 
April 1. 

/', A8sessment.--~hi general, there is but one com- 
plete assessment roll for state, coiuity, and municipal 
tax(^s. All taxes, except taxes on railroad, telegraph, 
and telef)lione lines, and on certain savings banks and 
fire insurance companies, are levied upon the annual 



invoice of polls and property in the towns. The taxes 
excepted are assessed by state authorities. 

An annual invoice of taxable property as of April 1 
is taken in towns by the selectmen and in cities by the 
assessors. Blank invoices, which must be made out 
under oath, are given to all persons. 

The taxpayer's oath does not, however, cover the 
valuations. But the selectmen appraise all taxable 
property at its full and true value in money as they 
woidd appraise the same in payment of a just debt 
due from a solvent debtor and may receive evidence 
from all sources. Real estate is appraised each year. 
The value of improved and of unimproved land is set 
down separately. 

The penalty for omitting the statement or for a false 
statement is doomage of four times as much as the 
property would be taxed if truly returned. 

Although a new^ invoice is made every year, state 
taxes are apportioned but once in four years and the 
apportionment stands in the interim. 

The law" does not expressly provide for mortgages, 
but they seem to come under the provision that real 
and personal property shall be taxed to the person who 
is in possession and in actiuil occupancy thereof. 

In appraising the value of shares -a just proportion 
of the value of any estate of the corporation otherwise 
taxed is deducted. Shares are assessed to the owner 
where he resides, if in this state; otherwise at the prin- 
cipal place of business of the corporation. 

All shares of stocks in banks (private, state, ar national) are taxed to 
tlic ow^iers in the towns wliere they reside at the value as shown by tlie 
capital, surplus, and undividcnl profits after deducting the real estate. 
The bank pays the taxes foi* nonresident stockliolders, which are seciu'cd 
to the bank by a lien on the shares to the collector where the bank is 
located. 

The follow ing property is assessed by the state board 
of equalization: Tliat of railroad, telegraph, and 
telephone companies, except that part of their prop- 
erty w^hich is not necessarily used in the business. 
There are no special rules for their assessment, but 
to assist the board in arriving at the value of the 
property the companies nuist, under penalty of doom- 
age of 2 per cent of the property, furnish a statement 
and all other assistance necessary. 

c. Equalization. — Selectmen may, for good cause 
shown, abate any tax assessed by them or their prede- 
cessors. If they refuse, the taxpayer may appeal to 
the supreme court of the county. 

The state board of equalization equalizes the valua- 
tions between the several towns of the state every 
fourth year (1902). They examine the inventories of 
real and personal estate, obtain from the county com- 
missioners and other sources all available information, 
and place the valuations on a uniform basis, so that 
any taxes that are a|)portioned among the towns ma}^ 
be equal and just between them. 
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2. Rate— 

State, county, and town taxes are levied all together 
by the selectmen of the town. State taxes are appor- 
tioned by the state board of equalization to the several 
towns on the basis of their equalized valuations. 
There is thus no universal and distinct state rate. The 
apportionment of public taxes, according to the valua- 
tions of the polls and ratal)le estates in the several 
towns, is made every fourth year (181)f) to 1903, etc). 
The legislature specifies the amount and time of pay- 
ment of the tax for each of two fiscal years. 

The rate on railroad, telegraph, and telephone com- 
panies is fixed by the state board of equalization. 
It is to be the average rate levied upon property 
throughout the state, ascertained by dividing the total 
amount of taxes levied by the total appraised value of 
property and polls entered in the invoices. 

3. Collection — 

In general, all taxes, state and local, except those on 
railroads, etc., are collected by the town collectors. 
The collector may distrain on goods and chattels, and, 
if necessary, take the body. The lien for taxes on real 
estate attaches as of the 1st day of June after the 
assessment. 

Any town which neglects to choose officers for 
assessing and collecting taxes becomes liable to an 
extent for state and county taxes, which may be levied 
on the property of any inhabitant. Extents may also 
issue against any officers concerned in taxation who fail 
in their duties. 

Taxes on railroad, telegraph, and telephone com- 
panies are paid to the state treasurer in the first instance. 
Those on railroads are apportioned to the towns: (1) 
To those in which, the railroad is located, their propor- 
tion being one-fourth of the tax; (2) to those ui which 
stock was owned on April 1 , their shares being deter- 
mined by the proportion of the number of shares in 
each to the wdiole number of shares. The proportion 
due on shares held outside the state is reserved for the 
state. 

II. Poll tax. 

Combined with the general property tax. (See I 
above.) 

III. Inheritance tax. 
There w^as no inheritance tax until 1905. 

IV. Corporation taxes. \ 
Corporations in general are taxed under the general i 

property tax, as described above. In the case of rail- ; 

road, telegraph, and telephone companies tliere is a ; 

special procedure in making the assessment, determin- I 

ing the rate, and dividing the proceeds. | 

Savings banks, trust companies, and building and loan associations | 

are required to pay a tax of three-fourths of 1 per- cent upon the \ 

amount of general deposits on wliich they pay interest, after deduct- \ 

ing the value of all their real estate and the value of all tlieir loans \ 

secured by mortgages made at a rate not exceeding 5 per cent per ^ 

annum; and all such companies, except building and loan associations, i 



are, in addition, to pay a tax of 1 per cent per annum on special depos- 
its or capital stock, txixov deducting (he value of all real estate. 

Stock fire insurance^ companies of this state are taxed annually 1 jkt 
cent on the amount of their paid-up capital on April 1. The state 
treasurer distributes to each town in the state such proportion of 
three-fourths of the tax so jmid as the shares of stock owned in the 
town bear to the whole number of shares. Tlie state has wliat is 
undistributed. 

Taxes so assessed upon savings l)!iiiks, tiust companies, loan and 
banking companies, building and loan associations, and upon stock 
fire insurance companies of the state ai(^ in lieu of all other taxes 
against the corporations, their stockholdeis and (le])ositors. 

Every foreign fire and marine insurance coni|)any is required to })ay 
to ihv state treasurer a tax of 2 per cent ]:)er annum upon tlie gross 
premiums received bv it upon business done in the stat(\ less i^^tuin 
premiums and ]-einsurance in authorized companies. 

All otlier foreign insurance companies are to pay a tax of 1 per c(Mit 
per annum on stock premiums. 

The expenses of the railroad conunission are mrM by a U\\ 1(m ied 
on the gross receipts of the railroads. 

V. Business taxes and licenses. 

Peddlers— for each town, annually, $1 ; for each town of 1,CKX) inluil)- 
itants or less, annually, $5; for each town of 1,00() to 2,000, annually, 
$8; for each town of 2,0(X) to 3,0(K), annually, $10; for eacli 1,000 in ex- 
cess of 3,0(X), annually, SI; or general license for entire state, annually, 
$50. Itinerant vendors, annually, $25; salesmen of lightning rods, an- 
nually, $300; manufacturers of fertilizers, annually, $,50. 

B. FEES. 

By the secretary of state. — Charter fees are all special (incorporation 
by special act): Savings banks, $1(X); other banks, one-tenth of 1 
per cent of capital; railroad and insurance companies, one-twentieth 
of 1 per cent; otlier corporations, $f)0; amendments, $25; corpora- 
tions to do business elsewhere, according to capital, $10 to $200. 

By the insurance commissioner. — Foreign insurance companies — for 
fding charter, $25; filing annual statement, $15; filing license, $10; 
filing renewal, $5. For medical examination and license — for all except 
matriculates of New Hampshire IVIedical School, $10; for matriculates 
of the New Hampshire Medical Scliool, $5. Beneficiary societies, $5. 
For dentistry certificate ,$10; for ph armacist certificate , $5 ; for assistant 
pharmacist certificate, $2; for embalniers— examination, $5, registra- 
tion, $1. 

County Kevenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I and II. The general property and poll tax. 

1. Base — 

The ])ro})erty and ])olls iiichided and the method of 
assessment and of etpiahzation are the same as those 
of tlie state ah'eady des(;ribed. 

2. Rate 

The (bounty treasurer .issues his warrant to the 
sekK'tmen of the several towns in the county rtHjiiiring 
thein to assess, collect, and ])ay over all Just ])roj)or- 
tions of all tax(\s granted by the comity conventions. 

3. Collection — 

Collection froin the town is enfoi-ced by the county 
treasurer as l)y the state treasurer for state taxes. 
Ill, IV, and V. Inheritance tax, corporation taxes, and 

husiness taxes and licenses. 

There is no inheritance tax in tlie state (see al)ove) 
and tliere are no corporation taxes or business taxes 
and licenses in the county. 
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C. FINES AND PENALTIES. 

All fines and forfeitures, except those iniposed by a 
police court, are for the use of the county in which 
the offense was committed. 

Municipal Reveni es. 
A. taxes. • 

I. The general property ami poll tax. 

1, Base — 

The property and polls included and the method of 
assessment and of equalization are in treneral the same 
as for state taxes. The invoice for all taxes is taken 
by the selectmen of the towns or by tlie assessors of 
the cities and the ap|)raisal made by tliem. 

2. Rate^ 

The selectmen assess all taxes duly voted in their 
towns and all school and village district taxes author- 
ized thereiiL These may be levied in one assessment 
with the state and county taxes. Towns may also raise 
money at town meetings for municipal ])urposes. 

II. Poll tax. 

This is incorporated in the general |)roperty tax. 

III. Inheritance tax. 

There is no such tax. (See above.) 

IV. Corporation taxes. 
See State taxes. 



V. Business taxes and licenses. 

City councils or the selectmen of towns may license: Public shows 
and exhibitions, $1 to $300 per day (if in a hall, $1 to $50); billiard 
tables and bowling alleys, $10 per year; same in summer hotels, $4 
(when licensed they are exempt from taxation); dogs, nuile,$2; dogs, 
female, $5; plumbers, per year, $5; peddlers, per year, $5 to $10; 
itinerant vendors, 2 per cent of value of goods in stock. 

School Revenues. 

Each town constitutes a school district. The 
selectmen may assess taxes on the property subject 
to town taxes, but may make a new invoice. 

The selectmen in each town are to assess annually 
upon the polls and ratable estate therein a sum to be 
computed at the rate of $500 for every dollar of the 
public taxes apportioned to such town. Towns may, 
however^ raise more. 

Twenty-five thousand dollars is also to be appro- 
priated annually from the state treasury and distrib- 
uted to the towns in direct proportion to the average 
attendance of scholars and in inverse proportion to the 
equalized valuation per child. 

The proceeds of all taxes collected by the state 
upon the deposits and stocky in savings banks and in 
similar corporations^ of persons who do not reside in 
the state are known as the ^Miterary fund/' and the 
^^fund'' so constituted is distributed among the towns 
in proportion to the number of scholars, and all money 
arising from dog license fees, which is not paid out 
for damages to domestic animals by dogs, is applied to 
the schools 



NEW JERSEY. 



Special note. — This compilation refers to the fiscal year nX)2, and 
therefore does not include the provisions of the revised tax law of 
April 8, 1903, which took effect on the revenues for the year 1904. 

New Jersey attempts a separation of taxes for state 
and for local purposes. The state obtains its revenue 
from special taxes on railroad and canal corporations, 
the franchise tax on gross receipts and capital stock of 
other corporations, the collateral inheritance tax, the 
poll tax, and leases of riparian lands. 

Taxes on real and personal property in general con- 
tribute oidy to coimties and municipalities. There has 
been no state tax levied on real and personal property 
since 1884. Taxes on real estate of railroads, used for 
railway purposes not included in the ''main stem," are 
apportioned to the taxing districts in which the prop- 
erty is located. 

COxVSTITUTIONAJ. PUO VISIONS. 

ART I CLE IV. 

Sf:c\ 7, J*ar. 12. Property shall be assessed for taxes under general 
laws ami liy uniform rules, according to its true value. 

1 This coni[)ihition is derived mainly from the following sources: 
General Statutes of New Jersey, published by virtue of an act of the 

legislature of 1S94, and supplement of 1895. Linn & Co., Jersey Citv, 

N. J., 1896. 

Session Laws of tlie Legislature of New Jersey, 1895, 1896, 1897, 

1898, 1899, UXX), 1901: Jersey City, N. J. 



OFFICERS, 



The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are: 

(1) Assessors in boroughs of the first class, appointed annually by the 
mayor and common council. 

(2) Township assessor, elected for three years. 

(3) Ward assessors, elected annually. 

(4) Boards of assessment of from one to five members in certain 
cities, variously appointed. 

(5) Commissioners of assessment, appointed by the governor in de- 
fault of local officials. 

(6) Commissioners of appeal in boroughs, elected for three years. 

(7) State board of taxation, composed of four members appointed by 
the governor, no more than tw^o to be of the same political party. 

(8) County board of equalization, appointed by the judge of common 
pleas for the county for three years. This board supersedes the county 
board of assessors. 

State Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general property tax. 
1. Base — 
a. The property included and exempt. — Real and per- 
sonal property generally is relieved from state taxes 
with the exception of those for school purposes. (For 
del ails of base, assessment, and collection, see County 
revenues A.) 
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The state maVj for purposes other than support of 
schools, have recourse to the property tax by appor- 
tioning amounts to be raised by the counties^ which 
in turn apportion their quota to townships and 
local taxing districts. ^'Taxing district'' designates 
any municipality, city, township, borough, or village 
having power to assess and levy taxes. 

The largest source of state revenue is the taxation 
through state assessors of property of railroad and 
canal companies. This tax is laid only on property 
used in operation of the road and is in part distributed 
to the local taxing districts. 

Every railroad and canal company is assessed on property used in 
operation of the road, b}^ a state board of assessors. The franchise 
is considered an element of sueh property. Tlie courts have held that 
the valuation may be based on the aggregate market value of stocks 
and bonds less debts due creditors within the state. The stocks and 
bonds in the hands of the holders are not taxed. The railroad is re- 
quired to make a statement to the board of its general property, under 
penalty not to exceed $10,000. 

The same deduction is allowed for mortgages and other debts as in the 
case of individuals. 

Property not used in operation of the railroad is assessed and taxed 
locally as other property. 

2. Rate— 

The rate for general state purposes is prescribed by 
statute for railroad and canal companies as one-half of 
I per cent upon each dollar of valuation. Companies 
must also pay a tax at the local rate for county and 
municipal purposes (but not to exceed 1 per cent) upon 
real property other than the ^^main stem" which in- 
cludes the roadbed not exceeding 100 feet in width, 
with its rails and sleepers and depot buildings, in the 
several taxing districts. This goes to the districts 
through which the railroad passes, according to the 
amount derived therein. 

3. Collection — 

The tax on property used in the operation of a rail- 
road or canal is due and payable into the state treasury 
between November 1 and February 1. But that part 
of the tax applicable to general state uses may be paid in 
four installments, if the portion applicable to county and 
local purposes shall be paid by February 1. If pay- 
ment is defaulted for ten days, the property of the road 
may be sold as upon execution upon order of the 
supreme court. Taxes are a lien upon property and 
franchise after November 1. 

II. Poll tax, 

A poll tax not exceeding $1 is to be assessed upon 
every male inhabitant of the state over 21 years of age, 
except firemen, volunteers and sailors in the army or 
navy of the United States, paupers, idiots, and insane 
persons. The tax is collected solely for local school 
and road purposes. 

III. Inheritance tax. 

All property that is situated in the state and all 
property of any decedent who was a resident of the 
state which passes by will, descent, or transfer in- 
tended to take effect on death, to any person other 



than the father, mother, husband, wife, child, brother, 
sister, son-in-law or daughter-in-law, or lineal descend- 
ant, or to any cor])oration, excepting churches, hos- 
pitals, orphan asylums, ])ublic libraries, and all relig- 
ious, benevolent, and charitable institutions, shall be 
subject to a tax of $5 on every SI 00 of clear value, 
which is to be paid to the treasurer of the state. 
Estates of less value than 1500 are not sul)ject to this 
duty or tax. 

IV. Corporation taxes. 

The taxation of corporations, foreign and domestic, 
includes both a state and a local tax. 

Domestic corporations, other than those taxed on 
the basis of gross receipts, pay a franchise tax on the 
basis of capital stock. The tax is for the privilege of 
transacting business in the state and not one upon the 
corporate property or business, and may be collected 
no matter how the property of the company may be 
invested or where it may be situated. It has been 
called a ^^poll tax levied upon domestic corporations 
for the right to be." 

A foreign corporation pays 5 per cent upon the amount of gross 
receipts from business in the state, unless there is a lower rate in its 
own state on New Jersey corporations. 

Franchise tax on gross receipts.— Kxery telegraph, telephone, cable, or 
electric light company; every express, gas, or palace, parlor, or sleeping 
car company; every oil or pipe-line company; every domestic life insur- 
ance company; every fire, marine, live stock, casualty, or accident insur- 
ance company doing business in this state, except mutual fire insurance 
companies, pays an annual franchise tax for the use of the state. These 
corporations are required to make an annual report to the state board 
of assessors of gross receipts within the state by the first Tuesday in 
May. 

The rate of tax in gross receipts of corporations is as follows: Tele- 
graph, telephone, cable, and express companies, 2 per cent: gas and 
electric light companies, one-half of 1 per cent (also 5 per cent upon 
dividends over 4 percent); oil and pipe-line companies, eight-tenths of 
1 per cent; insurance companies, other than life, 1 per cent; life insur- 
ance companies (domestic), thirty-five one-hundredths of 1 per cent 
(also 1 per cent upon its surplus) ; parlor, palace, and sleeping car 
companies, 2 per cent; surety companies, 2 per cent. 

Franchise tax on capital stock. — All domestic corporations, other than 
those paying a state franchise tax based on gross receipts, are required 
to pay an annual license fee or franchise tax: On capital stock up to 
$3,000 ,(XX), one-tenth of 1 per cent; on capital stock S3,000,000 to 
$5,000,000, one-twentieth of 1 per cent; on capital stock of $5,000,000 
and over, $30 per million. 

This tax is laid upon a statement of capital stock to the state board 
of assessors. 

The tax on capital stock does not apply to railway, canal, banlcing, 
savings bank, cemetery, or religious corporations; nor to those purely 
charitable or educational; nor to manufacturing or mining corpora- 
tions 50 per cent of whose capital is invested in this state; otherwise, 
the assessed value of property so used is deducted from tlu^ amount of 
its capital stock in the computation of the tax. 

Special franchise tax. — All corporations or companies using public 
streets, highways, or roads (except raihoads and canals) arc required 
to pay a tax of 2 per cent on their gross receipts, in addition to the local 
tax on their property. Pipe-line companies are sul)ject to this tax on 
receipts from business in the state. A forfeit not exceeding $5,000 is 
prescribed for failure to rnakc^ a statement of gross receipts to tlie state 
board of assessors. These corporations are withdrawn from taxation 
under the general sta^e franchise tax. These special franchise taxes 
on corporations exercising municipal francliises are collectible in the 
local districts in proportion to the value of tlie property located therein. 
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V. Business taxes and licenses. 

Insurance agent, forei<;n company, $20; itinerant vendors, $25; Ore, 
life, inarinc, and live stock insurance companies, $50. 

B. P^EES. 

To iIh' s('(*!(Mary of state.— Incorporation fee, 20 cents for eai^h 
Si,tM)0 of capital stock authorized, $25 minimum tax: increase of 
stock, 20 cents per $1,000, 120 minimum tax. ( onsolidation and 
merger of corporations, 20 cents for each $1,000 authorized heyond 
capital of corporations consolidated, $20 minimum. Ivxtonsion of cor- 
porate existence, samt* as organization; dissohition, change of name, 
increase of capital stock, etc., $20: foreign corporations, privilege tax, 
$10; foreign insurance company, $20; annual stat(Mj)eDt of insurance 
companies, $20. 

County Revenues. 



A. TAXES. 



I 



The general properff/ fax. 

1. Base — 
a. The property included and exempt, --A\\ the real 
and personal estate within the state iniless specially 
exempt is liable to taxation: 

(1) ^Mieal estat(?" includes all lands and all waterpower thereon; all 
buildings and trees; all mines, ciuarries, peat and marl beds; and all 
fisheries. 

(2) '^Personal estate ''includes all goods and chattels, debts, and pub- 
lic and corporate stock, whether said personal estate be vsrithin or with- 
out the state. 

(3) Exemptions, in addition to public property, are: Charitable insti- 
tutions; endowment funds of religious societies: armory associations; 
stocks and other personal estate owned by citizens of the state situated 
outside of the state upon which taxes have been actually assessed for 
the preceding year; colleges, academies, public libraries, schoolhouses, 
hospitals, churches, parsonages, and insane asylums; stock in corpora- 
tions which by charter are exempt; stock which is taxable to the cor- 
poration; pews; and cemeteries; firemen and discharged soldiers and 
sailors, from \uA\ and from property taxes to the amount of $,500; par- 
sonages, up to $5,000; bonds of the state and its public corporations 
and of biological and fish stations; also savings banks' deposits. 

6. Assess7nent. — The assessment is to be made by 
the assessors of every towrship or ward annually be- 
tween the 20th of May and the 20th of August. Every 
inlial)itant is to render a true account of his property^ 
under peiuilty of double assessment^ and is to answer 
under oath when required by the assessor. Property 
is to be assessed at its full and actual value. 

No mortgage^ on real or personal property, or the debt secured bv 
such mortgage^, is to b(^ assessed for taxation unless a deduction has 
been claimed tlierefor l)y tlu* owner of the mortgaged property-. 

By the "live counties act'' it is made lawful for mortgagors in the 
counties of Hudson, l^lsscx, I'nion, Bergen, and Passaic (contiguous to 
New York city) to make ugrecnicuts with the mortgagees of lands 
therein not to apply for any deductions, by reason of any mortgage, 
from the taxable value of tlu> lands. Where deductions are allowed, 
the mortgagees are assessable for taxation. 

Tln^ locid tax on nnd and personal i)roperty of corporations has 
not been superseded by the state franchise^ taxes. All nnii and per- 
sonal property is to be taxed the same as tliat of an individual, ex- 
cept property of railways turnpike, insurance, canal, or banking corpo- 
rations, savings banks, cemeteries, churcli property, or purely charita- 
ble or educational associations. Corporations are permitted deduc- 
tions for debt the same as individuals. 



Life insurance companies are to l)e assessed on tlie full amount of 
their property and valuable assets after deducting debts and liabilities, 
on tlie basis of a statement as of ^January 1. The amount of tax on 
the Mutual Benefit Life of Newark is not to be less than $5,000. 

The stock of corporations, except banks, is not assessed in the hands 
of the individual holders, nor their bonds, except when deductions have 
been allowed on their account to tlie corporations. 

Bank stock, state or national, is assessed to the shareliolder where he 
resides. The bank is responsible for nonresident stock. Real estate 
is assessed to t)ie bank and deducted from the assets of the bank in 
estimating the value of the shares of stock. The bank is not made 
responsible for collection of taxes on shares of resident liolders. 

From the valuation of real and personal estate may be deducted any 
debts owing to creditors within the state, upon a written statement 
under oath thereof. No deduction is to be made from the taxable 
value of real estate of indebtedness to any state or national ])ank, but 
such deduction may be made from personalty. 

c. Equalization, — The assessment of the local assess- 
ors is revised and equalized by township committees of 
each tow^nship, by borough councils, and by the com- 
mon coinicils of cities and villages. Commissioners of 
appeal in and for every township hear appeals. 

The county board of equalization equalizes between 
the taxing districts of the county. 

The state board of taxation hears and determines 
the appeals of individuals, and equalizes also between 
the taxing districts by correcting the determination 
of the county board of equalization. 

2. Bate— 

The county commissioners of equalization fix the 
quota of taxes to be collected in each taxing district in 
proportion to the net value of taxable real and per- 
sonal property therein. 

3. Collection— 

Taxes as a whole or in installments of one-fourth 
are collected by the township, town, or borough col- 
lector, who is to give notice on October 1 of the time 
of payment. On December 20 a list of delinquents is 
to be returned to some justice of the peace, who is to 
issue tax warrants requiring the constable to make dis- 
traint and sale of goods and chattels, or to take the 
body of the deHnquent. The township collector is to 
pay over to the county collector by December 22, and 
the county treasurers to the treasurer of the state by 
January 20 in each year. Taxes assessed on real prop- 
erty are a lien for two years after December 20. 
II. Poll tax. 

No poll tax is to be assessed upon any inhabitant of 
any county of the first class for county purposes. 

Poll taxes in other cotuities are not to exceed $1 for 
any purpose whatever. This limitation with other laws 
practically restricts the tax for municipal purposes. 
Ill and IV. Inheritance tax and corporation taxes. 

There are no county inheritance or corporation taxes. 

V. Business taxes and licenses. 

Pawnbrokers, $-50 per year: peddlers, $20 per year; public shows, 
SIO to $100 per day. 
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Municipal Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general property tax. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the assessment and 
equahzation thereof are the same for mimicipal as for 
state taxes. Manufacturing corporations, companies, 
and individual enterprises, employing labor within the 
limits of boroughs, can, by act of common council, be 
exempted from municipal taxation, either wholly or in 
part, for not more than five years. 

2. Rate— 

The common councils of cities may order for general 
city purposes, exclusive of school, library, poor, fire, 
and state and county taxes, any sum not exceeding 
one-half of 1 per cent of the assessed valuation. Cities 
of a population of from 15,000 to 100,000 may levy 1^ 
per cent. 

3. Collection— 

Same as for county taxes. 

II. Poll tax. 

Poll taxes for school and road purposes in cities, bor- 
oughs, and townships of the state are not to exceed $1. 
Ill and IV. Inlieritance tax and corporation taxes. 

There are no municipal inheritance or special cor- 
poration taxes. 
V. Business taxes and licenses. 

The common councils or boards of aldermen have power to Hcense 
junk shops, bill boards, bill posters, roller skating rinks, omnibuses, car- 



riages and other vehicles, peddlers, pawnbrokers, auctioneers, milk 
dealers, dogs, street musicians, shows, and theatrical* performances. 
Circus — admission 25 cents, not to exceed $oOO per day; admission 10 
to 25 cents, not to exceed $1(X) per week. Concerts, admission 50 cents 
or more, $25 per concert; theater, $3,50 per year. 

The board of excise commissioners has the sole power in towns and 
cities of granting retail liqvior licenses. Liquors — cities of first class, 
beer bottling, $75; cities of second class, beer bottling, $50; sale of 
liquors, social clubs, $250. 

School Revenites. 

Riparian funds received from the rental and sale of 
lands under water are appropriated as part of the 
school fund for the support of free public schools. 

A state school tax equal to $5 for each child in the 
state between 5 and 18 years of age is to be levied 
and collected on the county assessments. It is the 
duty of the comptroller to apportion the tax among the 
several counties in proportion to the amount of tax- 
able property therein. The tax is then apportioned 
among townships and wards by the assessors. State 
school moneys are apportioned among the school 
districts. 

School districts may raise additional moneys by tax 
grants of rights to occupy land under the waters of the 
bay of New^ York and the Hudson river, which grants 
are made by a board of commissioners. The proceeds 
of the sales and rentals of said lands are to be applied as 
the legislature may direct^ then to the state del)t and 
school fund. 



NEW MEXICO.^ 



New Mexico drawls her revenues mainly from the 
general property tax. There are certain special cor- 
poration taxes on car and express companies, and 
on foreign corporations engaged in producing, refin- 
ing, and selling petroleum, or coal oil. There is no 
inheritance tax, but there is a system of business taxes 
and licenses. 

ORGANIC LAW . 

By the organic act establishing the territory of New^ Mexico the legis- 
lative powder is vested in the governor and legislative assembly (sec. 5). 

Sec. 7. The legislative power of the territory shall extend to all riglit- 
ful subjects of legislation consistent with the Constitution of the United 
States and the provisions of this act; * * * no tax shall Ix^ imposed 
upon the property of the United States; nor shall the lauds or otlier 
property of nonresidf^nts be taxed higher than the lands or other prop- 
erty of residents. 

CH AFTER DCCCX VII 1 . 

The legislatures of the territories of the United States shall not pass 
local or special laws, * * * for tlie assessment and collection of 
taxes for territorial, county, township, or road purposes. 



^This compilation is derived mainly from the following sources: 
Compiled Laws of New Mexico, 1897: Santa Fe, N. Mex., 1897. 
Laws of New Mexico, 1899: Santa Fe, N. Mex., 1899. 
Laws of New Mexico, 1901: Albuquerque^ N. Mex., 1901. 
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OFFICERS. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are: 

(1) County assessor, elected every two years. 

(2) County collector; the count y trcMisvu-er is ex otlicio tax collector. 

(3) County board of eqiuilization, composed of the county commis- 
sioners. 

(4) Territorial board of e(jualizatiou, C()m{)osed of one taxpayer 
appointed l)y the governor from eacli of the live judicial distrit^ts. 

Teimutoriai. Revenues. 



A. TAXES. 

L The general properiy tax. 
1 . Base 
a. The property included and exempt. — All ])roperty 
in the territory, not exempt bylaw, is siil)ject to taxa- 
tion. 

(1) ^'Real estate" includes all lands within the territory to which 
tith*. or right to title has been acquired, all nunes, minerals, and quarries, 
and all rights and priv^ileges appertaining to land, and improvements 
which include all buildings, structiu-es, fixtures, and fences affixed to 
land, whether title to the land has been acquired or not. 
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(2) ''Personal property" includes everything subject to ownership 
not included within the term ''real estate." 

(3) Exemptions, in addition to public property, are: Pul)]ic libraries; 
cemeteries; property of literary, scientific, benevolent, agricultural, and 
religious institutions and societies; a family homestead, to the value 
of $200, or other property to make up an exemption of $2(X); mines and 
mining claims bearing gold, silver, and other precious metals (but not 
the net product and surface improvements), for a period of ten years 
from the date of the location; irrigating ditches, canals, and flumes 
belonging to communities and used on a mutual })asis; and all other 
ditches, etc., for irrigating purposes, for a period of six years after 
completion; factories or plants for manufacture of beet sugar, for six 
years; factories, mills, smelters, and reduction works, for six years from 
1898; tanning factories, for six years; and railroads, for six years after 
the completion of the road and branches. 

No tax is to be levied on any mining claim located imder laws of the 
United States, or upon any shaft or working thercMu until after a patent 
has been issued by the United States and for one year thereafter; but 
other net improvements and th(^ net product is taxable. 

b. Assessment. — Every person is required to furnish 
a sworn list of tlie items and value of his property as 
of March 1 of each year, but the assessed value is fixed 
at the casli value of the property as determined by 
the assessor. For a false list or failure to render a list 
the penalty is an increase of 25 per cent in the assessed 
value. 

Lands arc to be de^signated (m th(» assf^ssment lists according to 
their character, as agricultural, grazing, coal, saline, mineral, tim- 
ber, and town, city, or village lots. 

Bona fide debts may be deducted from crcxlits. 

Corporations are assessed on their property where the same is situated. 
But where the entire capital or property is assessed, the stockholders are 
not taxed individually on their stock. 

Bank stock in national or territorial banks is assessed on the basis of 
statements by the corporate officers, and the taxes are paid by the corpo- 
ration. 

Railroad, telegraph, telephone, and sleeping ear companies are to be 
assessed by tht^ territorial board of equalization. All property is to be 
assessed at its actual value. The valuation is apportioned to the coun- 
ties where the property is located, on a mileage basis. The power of the 
board extends to all classes of property owned by tlie railroad. 

Insurance companies are assessed upon the exet^ss of premiums 
received over losst^s paid. 

€. liqmilkatiorL — The county board of equalization 
equalizes l)etween individuals in the county and hears 
complauits in regard to the assessment. 

Tlie territorial board of equalization hears appeals 
from the county board of equalization or from any city 
assessor or city council. The board adjusts or equalizes 
also between tlie counties. 
2. Rate- 

Commencing with tlie fiscal year 1902, the legisla- 
tive assembly is to levy an annual tax for territorial 
purposes of 6 mills on tlie dollar of taxable property, 
the proceeds of wdiich tax is to be distributed pro 
rata among the various appropriations; and one for 
the maintenance of territorial institutions of 3J mills. 
In addition, the territorial auditor is to levy annually 
for school purposes a tax of 3 mills on the dollar, w^hich 
is to lie collected by the county collectors with other 
taxes. 



3. Collection — 
Taxes are collected by the collector of the county, 
who is required to visit each precinct and give notice to 
all persons to call and pay their taxes. Payment may 
be made in two installments, the first between August 1 
and January 1, and the second within six months. On 
the 1st of December in each year half of the unpaid 
taxes become delinquent, and on the 1st of June the 
remaining half, from which dates 1 per cent is added 
as a penalty and 4 per cent additional at the end of a 
month. Delinquent taxes are to be collected by dis- 
traint and sale of personal property, and 10 percent is 
added as compensation to the collector. Real estate 
is subject to sale on July 1. Taxes are a lien from the 
date of the levy thereof. 

II. Poll tax. 

A poll tax of $1 is levied upon all able-bodied male 
persons over the age of 21 years, for school purposes. 
All poll taxes are to be paid to the county treasurer for 
the use of the respective school districts in which the 
same are collected. Exempt are active members of 
fire companies. 

III. InJieritance tax. 

There is no inheritance tax. 

IV. Corporation taxes. 

Corporations are in general taxed under the general 
property tax. 

Car companies operating palace, drawing room, or sleeping cars are 
to pay $2.50 upon each $100 of gross earnings reported l)y April 1 in 
each year. One-half goes to the territorial treasury and one-half is 
apportioned to the counties according to mileage. 

Since 1905 insurance companies pay 2 per cent on gross premiums. 

Corporations of other states engaged in the business of producing or 
refining petroleum, or coal oil, for illuminating purposes are to pay for 
right to sell, $500; wholesale dealers (domestic) whose sales are over 
$3,000 are to pay $25; retail license is secured for $1, 

Express companies are to pay $2 on each $100 of gross receipts on 
the business in the territory. One-half is distributed to the counties 
according to business done therein. 

V. Business taxes and licenses, 

A license or occupation tax, one-half to be paid into 
the general school fund and one-half into the general 
current expense fund of the respective counties, is 
imposed annually on the following businesses and paid 
to the county collector: 

Peddlers—on foot or with one animal, $250; with two animals, $300. 
(Each vehicle requires a separate license and the license is good only in one 
county. These rates were changed in 1905.) Dealers in merchandise 
other than liquors— annual sales less than $10,000, $10; $10,000 to 
120,000, $20; $20,000 to $50,000, $50; $50,000 to $75,000, $75; $75,000 
to $100,000, $100; over $100,000, $150. Real estate agents, $10; insur- 
ance agents, $10; hotels and restaurants^-receipts $1,000 to $2,000, $20; 
receipts $2,000 to $5,000, $40; receipts over $5,000, $60. Livery and 
feed stables and stage lines, $10; pawnbrokers, $250; theaters and pub- 
lie halls— capacity 300 persons, $10; capacity over 300 persons, $25. 
License taxes, one-half of which are for territorial and one-half for 
eoimty purposes, are levied as follows upon liquors: Wholesale liquor 
dealers, $100; brewers, $60; distillers, $200; license taxes are to be 
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paid into the school fund of the county. Retail liquor dealers- 
cities or towns of 500 inhabitants or less, $100; 500 to 1,000, $200; | 
l,000or over, $400. 

B. FEES. 

Secretary of state. — Corporation charters — railroads, local fee, $100 
(also $1 for every mile of railroad to be constructed in the territory); 
mining, milling, smelting, capital $100,000 or less, $25 (for every $100,000 
thereover, $5) ; beet sugar, irrigating ditches and dams, colonization and 
improvement, capital $50,000 or less, $15 (for every $10,000 additional, 
$1); building and loan associations, $25 (for every $10,0(X)over $25,000, 
$1); benevolent, charitable, religious, or scientific associations, $1; 
manufacturing and industrial associations, $10 (for every $5,000 capi- 
tal in excess of $10,000, $2); increase or decrease of capital stock, 25 
cents for every $1,000; other amendments to articles, $10; filing annual 
balance sheet, $1. Foreign building aod loan associations, capital not 
exceeding $1,000,000, $200 (also one-fourth of 1 per cent of capital 
stock in excess of $250,000); annual statements, $25. Pharmacists^^ 
registration, $2; examination and certificate, $5. Physicians, exami- 
nation and certificate, $20; dentists — certificate, $5; examination and 
certificate, $25. 

The list of fees was revised in 1905. 

County Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general property tax. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the assessment and 
equaUzation thereof are the same for counties as for the 
territory. 

2. Rate— 

The boards of county commissioners of the various 
counties are authorized to levy for current expenses an 
annual tax of not to exceed 5 mills on the dollar upon 
the assessed value of all taxable property in the 
county. 

A special tax may also be levied of not to exceed 2 mills on the 
dollar for repairs on county courthouses and jails. 

Counties are authorized to levy a special tax on horses, bovine cat- 
tle, sheep, and goats in the county not to exceed 2 mills on the assessed 
value, to raise a bounty for killing wild animals. 

3. Collection — 
Same as for territory. 

II and III. Poll tax and inheritance tax. 

There are no county poll or inheritance taxes, but the 
counties collect and disburse the general poll lax for 
schools. 

IV. Corporation taxes. 

One-half of the territorial tax upon car companies 
is apportioned to the counties according to mileage; 
and one-half of the tax on the gross receipts of ex- 
press companies is distributed to the counties accord- 
ing to business done therein, 

V. Business taxes and licenses. 



One-half of the territorial tax on occupations is paid 
into the general current expense fund of the county, 
also all licenses on the retail traffic in malt, vinous, 
or distilled liquors goes into the county school fund. 
(For rates, see State revemies.) 

Nickel-in-the-slot machine used us gambling device or game of 
chance, $50. 

Municipal Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general property tax. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the methods of assess- 
ment and of equalization are the same as for county 
and territorial taxation. 

2. Rate — 

Not more than 1 per cent ad valorem is to be levied 
by any municipality. In towns the tax is limited to 
one-half of 1 per cent. 

3. Collection — 
Same as for territory. 

II. Poll tax. 

Each able-bodied male citizen between 21 and 60 
years of age may be required to pay a poll tax of $1 or 
to do a certain amount of labor in lieu thereof. 
Ill and IV. Inheritance tax and corporation taxes. 

There are no inheritance or corporation taxes. 
V. Business taxes and licenses. 

The city council or town board of trustees fixes the 
amount of licenses on sale of liquors and on peddlers, 
pawnbrokers, ordinaries, cabmen, amusements and 
games, toll bridges and ferries, and various similar 
lines of business. 

School Revenues. 

The school revenues consist of the proceeds of a tax 
of 3 mills on the dollar, levied by the territorial auditor 
on all the taxable property of the territory, which are 
apportioned to the varioxLs school districts according 
to the number of school children ; and of the income of 
the poll taxes, which are for the use of the respective 
school districts in which they are collected. In dis- 
tricts including incorporated cities or towns the boards 
of education may levy an additional tax of 7^ mills on 
the dollar, and in other districts the school directors 
may levy one of 5 mills for school expenses and the 
sinking fund. Also the retail liquor licenses. 

There is also a temporary school fund consisting of 
33 1 per cent of the proceeds of intestate estates which 
escheat, forfeitures on bonds of school officers, fines 
and licenses on liquor dealers, distilleries, and brew cries. 
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New York has developed a system of state taxes 
which makes the state government practically inde- 
pendent of the general property tax. Resort to the 
general property tax may still be had for state reve- 
nues, but in 1902 the state ad valorem tax on general 
property was at the low rate of thirteen one-hinidredths 
of 1 mill on the dollar and was levied for canal pur- 
poses. The revenue from this source was less than 
one twenty-fourth of the entire revemu^ The largest 
single item in the state revenues is the state liquor 
licenses. Next comes the series of general and special 
corporation taxes, then the inheritance tax, and there- 
after a number of miscellaneous items. 

The general property tax, as used nuiinly for county 
and nuinicipal purposes, presents the following marked 
peculiarities: First, there is no ^Misting system,'' that 
is, the taxpayer is not ordinarily required to render a 
statement as to all his property. Corporations, how- 
ever, unlike individuals, are required to render such 
statements. Second, the rule that ])ersonalty follows 
the situs of its owner is carried to a far greater extent 
than is usual in other states. Third, each taxpayer is 
allowed to deduct his debts from the entire amount of 
his personal property instead of from his credits only, 
as is usual elsewhere. Fourth (and this is a conse- 
quence of the third), ^Sspecial franchises," by which 
is meant mainly the right to use the public streets on, 
over, or under the ground, are classed for purposes of 
taxation as real estate. This prevents corporations 
owning such franchises from deducting their entire 
bond issues, which often amount to more than the 
value of the personalty, and thus esca|)ing taxation en- 
tirely. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 

The constitution of the state of New York contains 
no provisions as to the revenue system, but by an 
amendment adopted in November, 1901, the legisla- 
ture was forbidden to pass any private or local law 
exempting j^ersons or associations from taxation. 

OFFICERS. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are: 

a. Town — 

(I) The town assessors, ( hrcc in ciicli (own, formerly elected one every 
year for a full term of Uire(^ yrsUN. hut since HX)1 all three are elected 
biennially, for a term of two years. In incoi-porated villages the trus- 
tees act as assessors^ unless tfie \'illa<^r has ov(M' 2,000 inhabitants, in 
which case there may be three a-^sessors upfxiinted by the trustees. 



1 This compilation is chM'ived mainly iVoni the following sources: 

Birdseye's Revised Statutes, third edition. 1*H)1. 

Heydecker\s Genera! Laws and Jie\ is<'(l Statutes, second edition, 
1901. 

The Greater New York Charter, Ash & Ash, edition of 1901. 

The New York Tax Law, by John M. Drake, a handbook for assess- 
ors, collectors, and lawyers, edition of 1902. 



(2) The tax collectors, one in each town, elected biennially. 
h. City-- 

Except in the larger cities the departures from this model of township 
officers are more formal than real. 

(3) In cities of the second class (,50,0(X) to 2,50,000 inhabitants), four 
assessors, elected for a full term of four years^ two at each biennial 
election. 

(4) In cities of the second class, a board of estimate and apportion- 
ment, composed of the mayor, comptroller, corporation counsel, presi- 
dent of the common council, and city engineer, which assists the council 
in preparing the tax levy. 

(5) In New York city, a board of taxes and assessments, composed of 
a president and four '* other persons appointed by the mayor as commis- 
sioners. They appoint deputies not to exceed forty in number. 

(6) In New York city, a receiver of taxes, w^ho is head of the bureau 
for the collection of taxes. 

(7) In New York city, a board of estimate and apportionment, com- 
posed of the mayor, comptroller, president of the board of aldermen, 
and the presidents of the boroughs of Manhattan, The Bronx, Brooklyn, 
Queens, and Richmond, which prepares the budget. 

c. County — 

(8) The county boards of supervisors, who act as county boards of 
equalization. 

d. State— 

(9) The state board of tax commissioners, of three members, appointed 
by the governor, to hold office for a full term of three years, one mem- 
ber retiring each year. 

(10) The state board of equalization, composed of the commissioners 
of the land office and tlie commissioners of taxes. 

(11) State comptroller and state treasurer, elected for term of two 
years. 

State Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general j)ro])erty tax. 

(N. B.— This tax is now but httle used for state 
purposes and is practically a local tax. It is, how- 
ever, included and fully described here because still 
used to some extent.) 
1; Base — 

a. The property included and exempt. — ^All real prop- 
erty within this state, and all personal property situ- 
ated or owned within this state, is taxable, unless 
exempt by law. 

(1) "Real estate'' includes land and all buildings and structures 
affixed thereto; wharves and piers and the rights connected therewith; 
bridges, telegraph lines, wires, poles, and appurtenances; all supports 
and inclosures for electrical conductors; all surface, underground, or 
elevated railroads; the value of all franchises, riglits, or permission to 
construct, maintain, or operate the same; all railroad structures; 
branches, etc., on public roads or grounds; mains, pipes, or tanks for 
conducting steam, heat, water, oil, electricity, or any property or sub- 
stance, including the value of all franchises, rights, authority, or permis- 
sion to construct, maintain, or operate the same in, under, above, upon, 
or through any streets : all trees and underwood growing upon land, and 
all mines, minerals, quarries, and fossils in and under the same. A fran- 
chise, right, authority, or permission specified in this subdivision shall 
for t he purpose of taxation be known as a *' special franchise. '' A special 
franchise shall be deemed to include the value of the tangible property 
of a person, copartnership, association, or corporation situated in, upon, 

^ Made six in 1904. 
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under, or above any street, highway, public place, or public waters in 
connection with the special franchise. The tangible property so included 
shall be taxed as part of the special franchise. 

(2) "Personal property" includes chattels, money, things in action, 
debts due from solvent debtors, whether on account, contract, note, 
bond, or mortgage; debts and obligations for the payment of money 
due or owing to persons residing within the state, liowever secured or 
wherever such securities shall be held; debts due by inhabitants of this 
state to persons not residing within the United States for tlie purchase 
of any real estate; public stocks, stocks in moneyed corporations, and 
such portion of the capital of incorporated companies, liable to taxa- 
tion on their capital, as shall not be invested in real estate. Mortgages 
are taxable as personal property and no deduction is allowed from the 
value of the real estate. 

(3) Exemptions from taxation, in addition to all public property, 
are: The lands of any Indian reservation; all property exempt by law 
from execution other than an exempt homestead; certain bonds of the 
state and of municipal corporations; the real property of a corporation 
or association organized exclusively for tlie moral or mental improve- 
ment of men or women, or for religious, bible, tract, charitable, benevo- 
lent, missionary, hospital, infirmary, educational, scientific, literary, 
library, patriotic, historical, or cemetery purposes, or for the enforce- 
ment of laws relating to children or animals; real property of volun- 
teer fire departments; parsonages up to $2,000; real property of agri- 
cultural societies; real and personal property of ministers and priests 
to $1,500; vessels engaged in ocean commerce and the companies own- 
ing tJiem until 1923; certain property of nonresidents; shares of stock; 
and deposits in savings banks. 

h. Assessment. — There is in general but one assess- 
ment roll for state ^ county, and local purposes. This 
is made up in the first instance by the local assessors. 

The date to which the assessment refers is not defined 
clearly in the statutes; but the assessment is made 
between the 1st of May and the 1st of July (in cer- 
tain cases the work begins April 15). But tax liens, as 
a rule, attach when the tax is confirmed by the super- 
visors in November. The assessment of banks is made 
on the basis of a report which refers to June 1 ; that of 
'^special franchises,'^ at different dates in different 
cities — ranging from April 1 in some cities to October 
1 in others. The figures showing the assessment valu- 
ations are therefore not synchronous and it is impossi- 
ble to make them so. 

A peculiarity of the method of assessment is the 
absence of any general statement required of the indi- 
vidual taxpayers; corporations are, however, required 
to render statements. (See under c. Equalization, 
below, for a description of the taxpayer's right to be 
heard on ^^ grievance day.") 

Property is to be assessed at its full value. What 
this value is has not been defined by statute, but the 
courts have held it to be the ^^ amount of money the 
property would sell for at a fair, free, and well-adver- 
tised sale." 

Debts owing may be deducted from the full value of the personal 
property owned. 

Real estate is assessed wliere located, and personal property, with 
few exceptions, at the place of residence; of the owner. 

In general, corporations' are assessable upon their capital "existing 
in money or property," and the shareliolders are not assessable upon 
their interest. 



National banks were, until 1901, assessed on their real estate only, 
the shareholders being assessed, at the place where the bank was 
located, for the stock at its market value, less the value of the real 
estate. But in 1901 tlie method of taxing national banks was changed 
so that the tax is uniformly 1 per cent on the capital, surplus, and 
undivided profits without deduct ion for del)t or on account of tax paid 
on real estate. 

The "special franchises," mainly those for the use of the public 
streets by public service corporations, which are assessed as real estate, 
in order that the provision in regard to th(^ deduction of debts from 
all personal property might not nullify the attempt to tax tliem, are 
assessed by the state board of tax commissioners, wlio, however, make 
this assessment as if for the local governments; this assessment is, 
however, tlie basis of the state, county, and local taxation. 

The assessment of railroad, telegraph, telephone, or pipe lin(* com- 
panies made l)y the assessors is apportioned by tliem among the school 
districts. 

c. Equalization. — The assessment roll is completed 
by the assessors on or before the 1st of August; then, 
after public notice, a meeting of the assessors is held 
on ^^ grievance day,^' which must be on the third 
Tuesday in August, when all complainants may ap- 
pear, and if, after examining them under oath, the 
assessors are satisfied that a change should be made, 
they may amend the assessment as to any individual. 
That is, the assessors sit as a board of review. 

The board of supervisors of each county equalizes 
the assessment of real estate between the different tax 
districts within the county, but may not change the 
aggregate valuations of the county. In regard to per- 
sonal property it has the power only to correct illegal 
or erroneous assessments. 

The state board of equalization equalizes the assess- 
ment of real estate as between counties, but may not 
reduce the aggregate valuation of all counties. This 
equalization by the state board affects the apportion- 
ment of the state taxes only, as the levy is made by 
the supervisors on the valuations as equalized by the 
county board. 

Any supervisor may appeal from the action of the 
board of supervisors in regard to his district to the state 
board of tax commissioners. 

There is no provision for the equalization of the 
assessment of personal property. 

2. Rate — 

The amount of state taxes to be raised is appor- 
tioned among the counties by the comptroller on the 
basis of the assessment as equalized by the state board 
of equalization. The rate is expressed in mills on 
the dollar. The amount required from each county, 
as determined by state equalization, is levied, together 
with the local taxes, by the supervisors upon the 
assessments as equalized by them. 

3. Collection — ^^ 

vState and all other taxes on individuals and banks 
are collected by the local tax colkn'tors. Those on 
individuals are a lien on the real and personal property 
of the taxpayer; and those on bank stocks, on the 
dividends and shares. 
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Railroad, telegraph, telephone, and c^lectric light companies rriaj, 
within tliirty days, pay their taxes with 1 per cent fees to the county 
treasurers. If not so paid they are collected by the tax collector. 
Unpaid taxes may he collected by seizure and sale. Ther(^ are elaborate 
provisions for the collection of taxes from nonresidents. 

The tax collector is entitled to receive as fees for collection 2 per 
cent of all taxes collected within thirty days of notice that he has 
received the roll (which must he on or before Deccmhcr 20) if the 
aggregate amount shall not exceed $2,CKX); otherwise, 1 per cent in 
addition. On all taxes collected after the exf)itati()n of thirty day^s 
he is entitled to receive an additional 5 per cent, ■vvhich is the delin- 
quency penalty. He also i-eceives 2 ])er cent as fees for all taxes 
returned to tlie county^ treasurer as unpaid. 

II. Poll tax. 

There is no poll tax for state [>iir]>o8os. 

III. InJieritance tax. 

A tax is imposed upon all transfers ])y willj })y the 
mtestate laws, or l)y gift in contemplation of death, 
of property situated or owned within the state of the 
value of loOO or over. 

The rate is 5 ])er cent of the clear market value of 
such property (construed to mean estate), but when 
the transfer is to the father, mother, luisband, wife, 
child, brother, sister, wife or widow of a son or hus- 
band of a daughter, or to any child or adopted child, 
the transfer is not taxable unless it is personal property 
of the value of $10,000 or more, in whicli case the rate 
is 1 per cent. Institutions exempt from the general 
property tax are not exempt from the irdieritance tax 
uidess they are religrous corporations. (Amended in 
1903 to include real estate.) 

If the tax is })aid wdthin six months, a discount of 
5 per cent is allowed; if not paid within eighteen 
months, mterest at the rate of 10 per cent is charged. 

Salaried appraisers are appointed in certain coun- 
ties to assist in the collection of the tax, which is pay- 
able to either the county treasurers or the state conip- 
trolhrr. In counties where there are no such appraisers 
the county treasurer receives 5 per cent of the first 
$50,()0() collected, 3 per cent of the next $50,000, and 1 
per cent of the additional sums. 

The proceeds of this tax are paid into tlu^ state 
treasury and are not, as such, apportioned to the lower 
divisions. 

IV. (kyrpoviition taxes. 

New' York has gradually developed a complete sys- 
tem of corporation tax<\s which supplement the general 
property tax. 

There is, first, the ''organization tax'^ on domestic 
corporations, witli a, C()rres|)()nding ^^ license tax'^ for 
foreign corporations, both of which are described un- 
der ''B. Fees," below, because^ of tlieir close analogy 
to the fees for incorporationcliarged in other states; 
second, an anntial franchise tax, hased upon the capi- 
tal stock at rates which vary somewhat wdth the divi- 
dends; and tliird, a series of " additional" and other 
franchise taxes on different classes of corporations. 

These three classes of franchise taxes should not be 



confused with the taxation of ^^ special franchises," or 
mainly the privileges to go on, over, or under the pub- 
lic streets, which are taxed as real estate under the 
general property tax. 

The following are exclusively state taxes and the 
comptroller is the executive officer for their adminis- 
tration. If they are not paid within thirty days of 
the time when due, a penalty of 5 per cent is added and 
1 per cent per month, together with legal interest, until 
paid. Tliey ma}^ })e collected by action, and failure to 
pay works forfeiture of charter. 

The ''organization tax" on domestic corporations and the ^'license 
tax" on foreign corporations arc to be found under State rc^vonues, " b. 
Fees/' he low. 

The ^'annual francliise tax" levied on ever\^ corporation is based 
on tlie amoimt of its capital stock employed in the state. The rate is 
one-foaith of 1 juill for each 1 per cent of dividends declared during the 
year ending Octoher 31, if the dividends amount to 6 per cent or more on 
the par vahie of the stock. If the dividends for the year amount to less 
than () pov cent, the rate is 1^ mills. If no dividend is declared, the rate 
of H mills applies to the appraised instead of the par value of the capital 
stock used in the state. When a corporation has different kinds of 
stock and different rates of dividends, each kind of stock is treated 
separately and each in the manner above described. 

Sti'cet railroad companies of all kinds, whose properties are leased to 
and operated by otliei- companies so that their gross earnings consist of 
rentals or the like, pay 3 per cent of the dividends declared from such 
sources in excess of 4 per c(mt on amo\mt of capital stock. 

Banks, savings banks, institutions for savings; title guarantee, insur- 
ance, or surety companies; trust companies, organized under the laws of 
New York; laundry corporations, manufacturing corporations, mining 
corporations, agricultural and horticultural societies; companies oper- 
ating elevated or surface railroads not operated by steam, or formed for 
supplying w^ater or gas for electric or steam heating, lighting, or power 
purposes are exempt from this tax. But to gain such exemption laun- 
dry, manufacturing, and mining companies nmst have at least -^0 per 
cent of their capital invested in the state, and tliat part only is exempt 
which is so employed. 

An ''additional franchise tax" is levied upon corporations formed 
for steam surface railroads, canal, steaml)oat, ferry, express, navigation, 
pipe-line, transfer, baggage express, telegraph, telephone, palace car or 
sleeping car purposes and all otlier transportation companies not liable 
to the taxes described in the two following paragraphs. The rate per 
annum is five-tenths of 1 per cent of the gross earnings in the state, 
which shall include gross earnings from its business originating and 
terminating within the state, but not earnings derived from business 
of an interstate character. 

Elevated railroads or surface roads not operated Ijy steam pay 1 
per cent of gross earnings and 3 per cent on dividends in excess of 4 per 
cent upon actual amount of paid-up capital. (For leased roads, see 
"annual franchiso tax," a!)ovo.) 

Waterworks, gas, electric or steam heating, lighting, and power com- 
])a}iies pay five-tenths of 1 per cent of gross earnings and 3 per cent of 
dividends in excess of 4 per cent. 

Insurance companies gc^ierally pay 1 per cent of gross premiums, 
hut fire and marine compatiies, if incorporated in other states of the 
Fnited States, are exempt; if incorporated under the laws of foreign 
'oiuui-ies they pay five-tenths of 1 per cent, and life, health, and casu- 
ally companies formed under laws of foreign countries are exempt. 
Tills tax does not apply to fraternal beneficiary societies, to companies 
for the insurance of domestic animals^ nor to a few^ others. There is 
also a retaliatory tax law. 

Trust companies, domestic, pay 1 per cent of capital stock, sur- 
plus, {ind undivided profits. 
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Savings banks, domestic, pay 1 per cent of capital stock, surplus, 
and undivided profits. 

Foreign bankers pay 5 per cent on interest earned on money loaned 
in the state. 

V. Business taxes and licenses. 

The taxes and licenses are annual. 

Liquor ^aa'e^.— One-third to the state and two-thirds to the munici- 
pality. (Made one-half each in 1903.) Upon traflickiiig in liquors to 
be drunk on the premises. — In cities, towns, etc., of 1,-500, (XX) inhab- 
itants or more, $800 (1903, $1,2(X)); ,5{X),000 to l,nOO,(XX), $(350 (UX)3, 
$975); 50,000 to 500,000, $500 (1903, $750): 10,(XX) to 50,000, $350 
(1903, $525); 5,000 to 10,000, $3(X) (1903, $450): 1,200 to 5,0(X), $2(X} 
(1903, $300) ; in any other place, $100 (1903, $150). Upon trafRckiiig in 
liquors not to be drunk on the premises. — In cities, etc., of 1,500,(XX) 
inhabitants or more, $5(X1 (1903, $750): 500,000 to 1,500,0(X), $4(X) ; 
(1903, $()00); 50,000 to 500,000, $300 (1903, $450); 10,(X)0 to 50,(XX). \ 
$200 (1903, $300); 5,000 to 10,000, $100 (1903, $150); 1,200 to 5,000, | 
$75 (1903, $112.50). | 

Dealers in convict-made goods, an annual license of $-500. Pharma- 
cists, $5 (1903, $7.50). Car, steamhoat, or vessel, -$2(X) (UX)3, .$3(X)). 
Persons, etc., holding license to sell liquors not to be drunk on the 
premises, for delivery wagons, each, $100 (1903, $150). Alcohol for 
industrial purposes. — In cities, etc., of 1,-5(X),000 inhabitants or more, 
$25 (1903, $37..50); ,500,000 to 1,, 500,000, $20 (1903, $30); 50,0{X) to 
500,000, $15 (1903, $22..50): 10,000 to ,50,000, $10 (1903, $15); in any 
other place, $5 (1903, $7.50). Growers of frviits, etc., for right to sell 
liquors not to be drunk on the premises, $-50 (1903, $75). Race meet- 
ings (horse racing), 5 per cent of gross receipts. Peddlers on foot, $20; 
one horse, etc., $30; more than one liorse, $50. In all cases $2 addi- 
tional must be paid to the secretary of state. 

B. FEES. 

Every stock company when incorporated pays a so-called organiza- 
tion tax of one-twentieth of 1 per cent of authorized capital stock, 
which is collected by the state treasurer. The same rate applies to 
every increase. 

Every foreign company entering the state pays a "license fee" of 
one-eighth of 1 per cent of capital stock employed by it in tho state 
during its first year of business and upon any increase in sul)sequent 
years. 

Banks have to pay all the expenses of conducting tlu^ department 
of banking, which are apportioned among them as the superintendent 
deems just. 

The expenses of the railroad board, not to excecnl $()(),(XX), ar(^ ap- 
portioned among the roads, one-half in proportion to tfie net income 
and one-half in proportion to the mileage. 

The superintendent of insurance collects the following: For tiling j 
charter, $30.; annual statement, $20; certificates to agents, not over $5; *f 
copies of papers on file, 10 cents per folio; certifying same, $1: exami- | 
nation of companies, actual expenses, not to exceed $50. I 

The railroad board collects the following: For copies of papers, etc.. ; 
per folio, 10 cents; certified, 15 cents; for seal, $1; certified copy of 
quarterly report, 50 cents: certified copy of annual report, $l.5i}. 

CouxTY Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general frajyerty tax. 
1. Base — 
The property included and the method of assessment 
and of equalization are the same for the county as al- 
ready described for the state. 



2. Rate~- 

The rate is determined and the tax levy made by the 
board of supervisors. 

3. Collection 

County taxes arc^ collected with other taxes by the 
local tax collectors. 

II, III, and IV. Poll tax, 'nih< rlfance tax, and corpora- 
tion taxes. 

There is no county |)oll tax, and counties tk:) not 
share in the inheritance tax nor in the sjHH'ial corpora- 
tion taxes. 
V. Business taxes and licenses. 

Dog licenses or taxes may be imposed by the county i)<)!ird of s\iper- 
visors at rates to hQ fixed by them. Tliey are collected ]>y the tax coi- 
ku'tors. being added to tlie assessment roll by the assessors. Wlien not 
otherwise fixed, the rates aw: For one bitch, per family, $3; etich addi- 
tional bitch, $5; for one dog other tlian bitch. ,50 cents; each additional 
dog, $2. The tax collector retains 10 per cent as his fee. 

Mi^xK iPAL Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. Tlie genered frerperty tax. 

1. Base— 

The property included and the method of assessment 
and of equalization have already been described under 
State revenues. 

2. Rate— 

The rate is limited to 2 per cent in certain cities by 
charter J in some l)y statute, and in others is fixed 
by the various municipal authorities. In New York 
city it is fixed by the board of aldermen on certification 
from the board of estimate and apportionment; and in 
a similar manner, in cities of the second class. 

3. Collection — 

Miinici])al taxes are collected by the local collectors, 
as descri1)ed under State revenues^ above. 

II. PoU tax. 

This is a highway lal)or assessment. The commis- 
sioners of highways assess and apportion the highway 
labor to l)e performed in each town. The whole num- 
ber of days^ work assessed nuist not l)e less than three 
times the number of taxable inhabitants. Every male 
inhal)itant over 21 years of age, exce])t soldiers and sail- 
ors nuiimed in war, mend)ers of fire companies^ persons 
at least 70 years of age, clergymen, paupers, idiots, aud 
insane, is assessed at least one day's work, wliich may 
be commuted at the rate of $1 per day. The residue is 
a})portioned upon the estates, real and ])crsona]. 

Towns may vote to change this to a money tax, in 
which case the part assessed on ])()lls is $L 

III. Inheritance tax. 

There is no inheritance tnx for cities and towns. 

IV. Corporation taxes. 

lender the provision of chapter 550 of general laws 
of 1901, the tax on shares of bank stock collected by 
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the county treasurer is apportioned among the cities ^ 
towns^ and school districts. The basis of apportion- 
ment is the number of shares owned by residents of 
the several civil divisions and the rates within such 
divisions. In some cities public service corporations 
pay an annual rental for their franchises, and all mu- 
nicipalities levy on '^special franchises ' as on other 
property. 

V. Business taxes and licenses. 

Auctioneers, in cities of 1 ,000 ,(KK) inhabit ants or ()\ (n. $250. New York 
labor commissioners collect from ballast liglitcrs aiui captains a tax of 
$10, and $5 for renewal. Cities ^^et two-thirds of the liquor licenses (see 
state licenses); since 1903, one -half. Pawrdxrokcrs, annually, $5(X). 
Towns may license peddlers and tix tlie rates. Dog licensees — in cities of 
from 20,(K)0 to 800, OCX), except Buffalo, |1 : in cities over 800,0{X), S2; 
renewal, $\. Villages maj license carriages, cabs, dr., auctioneering, 
hawking, i>eddling, retail business from canal boats, circuses, theaters, 
or other exlnbitions, billiards, bowling alleys, etc., and public halls 
and opera houses. A license tax on l)icycl(\s may be issued to assist 
in the construction of bicycle paths. 

The l>oard (»f aldermen of New York city may license and tax carts, 
hacks, cabs, expressmen, etc., car drivers, boatmen, l)ootbIacks, pawn- 
brokers, junk dealers, keepers of intelligence oflices, dealers in second- 
hand articles, hawkers, peddlers, vendors, scalpers in coal freights, 
menageries, circuses, shows, bone boiling, fat rendering, etc., and dogs. 



In New York city these licenses are annual: For each public cart or 
truck, $2; public hack coach, $3; public hack cab, $2; special hack 
coach, $5; special hack cab, $3; express wagon, $5; junk shop or 
dealer, $20; dealer in secondhand articles, $25; junk cart or boat, S5; 
peddler using horse and wagon, $8; peddler using push cart, $4; ped- 
dl(M' carrying merchandise, $2; ticket speculator, $50; coal scalper, $250; 
common show, $25; public shooting gallery, $5; public bowling alley, 
$5; pul)lic billiard table, $3; dirt cart, $1; general hoisting, $25; spe- 
cial hoisting, $1; fruit stand, $5; soda water stand, $5; movable news- 
paper stand, $1; newspaper and periodical stand, $5; chair of a boot- 
black stand, $5; stand under elevated railroad station, $10; driver of 
any licensed vehicle, 50 cents. 

School Revenues. 

School taxes are levied on the real estate and the 
personal property of each school district. There is a 
special equalization made by the two or more super- 
visors concerned when a district occupies parts of two 
or more towns; otherwise the assessment is the same 
as for other taxes. The levy is made and the rate 
fixed by the school trustees, but the taxes are collected 
as are other state, county, and municipal taxes. 
School districts also receive a portion of the taxes on 
bank shares collected by the county treasurer, and 
by him apportioned among the minor civil divisions. 
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North Carolina draws her revenue from various 
sources. In addition to the general property tax there 
is an elaborate system of privilege or license taxes, for 
both state and county, and also state inheritance and 
income taxes. On corporations there is a franchise 
tax, graduated according to capital stock. Railroad, 
telegraph, telephone, express, and insurance compa- 
nies also pay special taxes, based on gross receipts, 
but in some cases, where the assets of the company are 
invested in the state and taxable there, these are 
reduced, 

CX)NSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS . 

ARTICLE v. 

Sec. 3. Laws shall ho passed taxing, by a uniform rule, all moneys, 
credits, in\estrneu(s in bonds, stocks, joint-stock companies or other- 
wise; and also all real and personal property, according to its true valiu^ 
in money. The ^roiieral ussembty may also tax trades, professions, 
franchises, and incomes, provided that no income sluxll be taxed when 
the property from which the income is derived is taxed. 

Sec. 1. The general assensbly shall levy a capitation tax on every 
male inhabitant ov(>r tw(^nty-o!ie and under fifty years of age, w^bich 
shall be equal on each to the lax on property valued at three hundred 
dollars in cash. The conmiissioners of the several counties nuiy exempt 
from capitation tax in special cases, on account of poverty and infirmity, 
and (lie state and county capitation tax <-oinbined shall never exceed 
two dollars on the head. 

Se(\ 2. The proceeds of the state and county capitation tax shall be 
applied to the purposes of education and the support of the poor, but in 

* This compilation is derived mainly from the lollowing sources: 

'Mievenue net," Pul)lic Laws and Kesolulions of the State of North 
Carolina, Session of UM)!: Kaleigh, N. C, 1901. 

"Machinery act," An act to provide for the ass(\ssrnent of property 
and the collection of taxes: Session of 1901. 

Code of North Carolina, 18S3: Banks & Co., Albany, N. Y. 



no one year shall more than twenty-five per cent thereof be appropri- 
ated to the latter purpose. 

Sec. 5. Property belonging to the state or to municipal corporations 
shall be exempt from taxation. The general assembly may exempt 
cemeteries and property held for educational, scientific, literary, chari- 
table, or religious purposes; also wearing apparel, arms for muster, 
household and kitchen furniture; the mechanical and agricultural imple- 
ments of mechanics and farmers; libraries and scientific instruments, or 
any other personal property, to a value not exceeding three hundred 
dollars. 

Sec. 6. The taxes levied by the commissioners of the several counties 
for county purposes shall be levied in like manner with the state taxes 
and shall never exceed the double of the state tax, except for a special 
purpose and with the special approval of the general assembly. 



ARTICLE I. 

Sec. 32. Ex post facto law^s * * *. >^o Jaw taxing retrospec- 
tively sales, purchases, or other acts previously done, ought to be passed, 

article vil 

Sec. 7. (No county, city, or town or other municipal corporation is to 
levy any tax except for necessary expenses thereof, unless by a vote of 
th«* majority of the qualified voters therein.) 

Sec. 9. All taxes levied by any county, city, town, or township shall 
b<' uniform and ad valorem, upon all property in the same, except prop- 
erty exempted by this constitution. 

OFFICERS. 

Tlie officers most directly concerned with taxation 

nro: 

( 1 ) Board of state tax eonunissioners, composed of the board of cor- 
poration commissioners, which exercises general supervision over tax 
listers and assessing offic(M"s, and is required to make an annual report to 
the govtMTior. 

(2) Board of list takers and assessors, three freeholders in each town- 
ship, appointed l)y the conmiissioners of each county. 
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(3) The county board of equalization, composed of the board of 
county commissioners and the chairman of the board of Hst takers and 
assessors. 

(4) Corporation commissioners are to be a board of appraisers and 
assessors for railroad, telegraph, telephone, street railway, canal, and 
steamboat companies, and other companies exercising the right of 
eminent domain. 

(5) The sheriff is ex officio tax collector. 

State Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. Tlie general property tax. 
I . Base — 
a. The property ineluded and exempt. — All real and 
personal property is subject to taxation, except as 
exempted by statute. 

(1) ^'Real property," for purposes of taxation, includes not only the 
land itself, but also all buildings, structures, and improvements. 

(2) ''Railroad property" is declared to be personal for purposes of 
taxation. 

(3) Exemptions, in addition to public property, are: Property set 
apart for educational purposes; graveyards; property of religious, 
scientific, literary, or benevolent associations; parsonages; endowment 
funds of public library associations; property of Indians not citizens, 
except lands held by purchase; w^earing apparel; private libraries; 
kitchen and household furniture not exceeding in value $25; growing 
crops; and armories of the State Guard. All corporate property is 
made liable to taxation and tax exemptions to corporations are repeaknl, 
except as to property held for religious, charitable, educational, literary, 
or benevolent purposes, and cemeteries. 

h. Assessment. — The assessment of real and per- 
sonal property is made by the board of list takers and 
assessors of each township on the basis of lists made, 
under oath, by the taxpayers of property owned on 
June 1. Property is to be assessed at its true value in 
money, such valuation, determined after actual view 
if practicable, to be the full price the property w^ould 
bring at private sale. The assessment of real property 
is in force for four years or until altered for improve- 
ments or deteriorations. 

Penalty for not listing property is $10 for every 
$100 withheld from the assessor. 

Debts owing by any person may be deducted l)y the tax lister from 
the amount of the person's credits. 

Improvements and lands are to be valued separately. 

Corporations are required to make reports on capital stock and ap- 
praise the actual value in cash thereof on June 1, aftcn- deducting the 
assessed value of all real and personal estate, as indicated l)y the 
amount of profit made. But if the auditor and state treasurer are not 
satisfied, they are authorized to make a valuation of the stock. Tlie 
valuation of the stock is certified to the counties for county, township, 
towm, or city taxes upon the total value of the stock. There is a penalty 
of 5 per cent for failure to furnish reports. 

Interests in limited partnerships and joint-stock associations are 
deemed capital stock and assessed accordingly. 

Companies taxed on capital stock are not assessinl furtlier on mort- 
gatres, bonds, or other securities and credits owntnl by them in their 
own right. Individual shan^holders are not taxed on their stock. 
The corporation is required to pay the state tax on stock directly to the 
state treasurer. 



Bank shares, state or national, are to be listed by the bank for the 
shareholders at the market or actual value, from wdiich the value of iTal 
and personal property assessed is to 1)e deducted. The state taxes on 
tlie shares are to be paid by the cashier to the state treasurer. 

Shares of stock in building and loan associations are to be listed by 
the secretary at their actual vahie. Shares pledged as securit}^ for 
loans are to be deducted. TIh^ secret aiy is to pay to the state treas- 
urer tlie state tax, and to Uw sherilf tlie county and school tax. No 
other tax is to be charged on the association. 

Railroads are assessed by the board of appi'aisers and assessors npon 
property of general state charactei-. Machine and repair shops, etc., 
are to be assessed by the local list takers. Tlie aggregate* value of tan- 
gible property and franchises is apportioned to the counties according 
to length of road therein. 

Canal and steamboat companies are to he assessed lik(* railroads. 

Telegrapli, telephone, express, sleeping car and similar car companies, 
freight and refrigerator car companies, street railway, wat(M'works, 
electric light and power, gas, ferry, l)ridge, and canal companies, and 
other corporations exercising the right of eminent domain ar(^ assessed 
by th(^ board of appraisers and assessors on the cash value of their })rop- 
erty in the state, as determined from the market value of th(^ capital 
stock and the amount of mortgages. The valuation is apj)ortioned to 
the counties. 

e. Kgualization. — The comity board of ecpialization 
equalizes the valuation of property by raising or 
lowering the assessnu^it to make it conform to its true 
value in money and to the average valuations. 

The state tax commissioners review the tax lists as 
passed upon by the county boards and equalize them. 

2. Rate-- 

An ad valorem tax of 43 cents on (nery $100 of the value of real 
and personal property is imposed as follows: (xeneral state purposes, 
21 cents; pensions, 4 cents; public schools, 18 cents. The taxes for 
public schools are paid by the sherilf to the county treasurer and 
appear in reports of county revenue and not of state. 

3 . Collection — 

Taxes are due on the first Monday in vSeptember in 
each 3^ear and are collected by the sheriff of the county, 
who may levy on personalty after November 1 . Taxes 
are a lien on real property assessed after June 1. 
Taxes due the state from corporations assessed by the 
state board of corporation commissioners are to be paid 
by the secretary of th(^ company direct to the state 
treasurer. Companies failing to pay the tax are liable 
to suit and to a p(»nalty of 50 per cent, to be included 
in the judgment. 

II. Poll Uix. 

On each male between 21 and 50 [years of age, (except 
the poor and infirm, there is levied a poll tax of $1.2!), 
the proccHHls to l)e devoted to education and to the 
support of the ])oor. In 1902 the |)oll tax collected 
was $1.58, of wliich 8 cents was paid into the state 
treasury for ])ensions, and the bahinc(^ was retained 
and disbursed in the counties for school purposes. 

III. Inheritance tax. 

Both real and personal pr()|)erty, })assing by will or 
descent, or transfer ma(](^ in cont(Mnplation of death, 
where the decedent was a resident or the property was 
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located in the state, is subject to an inheritance tax as 
follows : 

Where the share is from $2,000 to $5,000: (a) Lineal issue or an- 
cestor, brother or sister, 75 cents per $100; (6) descendant of brother 
or sister, $1.50 per $100; (c) brother or sister of fatlier or mother, or 
descendant thereof, 13 per $100; {d) brother or sister of jrrandfather or 
grandmother or descendant thereof , $4 per $100; (f ) other collaterals 
and strangers, $5 per $100; property passing to the lms})aiid or wife of 
the decedent, or for religious, charitable, or educational pm-poses, is 
exempt from tax or duty. Where the share is from $5,000 to $10,(X)0, 
these rates are multiplied by Ih; wliere fiom $10,(KK) to $25XK)0, by 2; 
where from $25,000 to $f)0,0()0, by 2^; and where ov(^r $r)0,Ot)0, by 3. 

IV. Corporation taxes. 

On every corporation doing business in the state or organized under 
its laws (railroads^ l>anks, building and loan associations, insurance com- 
panies, telegraph, express, and tele[)hone companies excepted) an annual 
franchise tax is imposed: (^apital stock, $25,(KK) or less, $5; $25,000 to 
$.50,000, $10; $.50,(XK) to $1(M),0{K), $25; $100,000 to $2.50,0(K), $.50; 
$2.50,000 to $.5(X),(X)0, $100; $5(X),(KK) to $1,00(),0(X), $200; over 
$1,0(X),(XX), $.5(X). Tax on land comjianicvs wIumi actual value does not 
exceed $1(),(XX) is $25. 

Railroads pay a privilege tax according to gross earnings per mile: 
$1,0(K) or less per mile, per year, $2 per mile; $1,(KX) to $2,0(X) per mile, 
per year, $3 per mile; $2,000 to $3,000 per mile, per year, $4 per mile; 
over $3,(MX) per unle, per year, $5 per mile. (No county or town tax.) 
Tax is to be paid to state treasurer. 

Express, t(4egraph, and telephone companies pa}- a license tax of 2 
percent on gross receipts within the state, except as follows: If one- 
fourth assets invested and taxable in state, tax is 1| per cent; if one- 
half assets invested and taxal)k^ in sUite, tax is 1 per cent; if three- 
fourths assets invested and taxable in state, tax is one-half of 1 per 
cent. (No county or city tax except ad valorem.) 

Insurance companies are taxed at tlie nite of 24 p(T cent upon their 
gross n^ceipts in the state in addition to the license and ad valorem 
property tax. But if one-fourtli of the assets are invested in property 
taxable in tlie state, the tax is 1 per cent on gross receipts and the license 
is oncvhalf of the amount natiied. If the amount invested is three- 
fourths of the total assets, the tax is to be one-half of 1 per c(Mit and the 
license fee, one-fourth of tlie amount named. Companies paying these 
taxes ai'c not liable for the tax on capital stock, and no c()imty or mu- 
nicipality may impose any additional tax or fee. 

V. Business taxes and licenses. 

Ijicciise taxes for the privilege of carrying on l)usi- 
ness arf^ b^vied as follows: 

Theaters f.mn of over 10.000 inhabitants, $200; town of 5,000 to 
10,000, $100: (own of 2,r)00 to 5,(K)0,$r)0; town of 1,000 to 2,M), $25; 
town of less I hail 1 .(»()(), S15 (on(*-half goes to state, one-half to count \). 
Trav(4ing th<'atiical compani<<s, per exliibition, $10; circus(\s, menag(M- 
i(^s, per day, $200: -;idr sinews, pw day, $.50 (counties may (ix comity 
tax [)etvve(Mi $200 and $1 ,{)i)()\ .luuk dealers, same as auctioneers; horse 
dealers, $25 (iioiu* to (-ounty); prddUM's of clo(4vs, stoves, and ranges. 
$.">(); peddlers of eyeglasses (per county), $10 (no other tax by towu or 
county). Bicy(4(^ dealers town of rj,0{)0 inhabitants or over, $10; 
town of less than r2,(KK), $5. l)eal<M- \u theater tickets, $5; connnis- 
sion merchants, brokers, or dealers, $10; .;hi|> brokers, $20: pawnbrokers, 
$100: atlorjieys, physiciaTis, deuiti^ts, ami o<-ulists, $5 (no citv or 
ct)unl\ shall levy additional license). Auctioneers -city of 15,IXX) 
inhabitants, $20; city of 10,(XX) to 15,(XX), $15; <ity of 5,(X)() to 10,(XX), 
$10 ; city of 1 ,(KX) to 5,(XX), $5. Real estat(> ag(»nts. same as auctioneers. 
Dealers in fjH'sh meats, same as auctioneers. Wood and coal dealers, 
same as auctione(>rs. Photographers, hnnber dealeis, t^ne-half fee for 
auctionetu's. Undertakers, lavmdries, steam laundries, same as auc- 
tioneers. CoU(H't!ug accounts, agency, $25: d(Mdcr in secondlumd cloth- 
ing, $25; livery stables, for ea(4\ liorse or nude kept, .50 cents; sewing 



machine manufacturers, $3.50; feather renovators, per county, $10. 
Peddlers — on foot, per county, $10; animal or vehicle, per county, 
$30. Itinerant salesman with stand, per county, $1(X); mercantile 
agencies, $2(X) (no town or county tax); gypsies, or fortune tellers, 
$1,50; lightning rod agents, $20. Hotels— less than $2 per day, per 
room, 25 cents; over $2 per day, per room, .50 cents. Cotton com- 
presses, |)er compress, $50. Billiard and pool tables — with liquor, $.50; 
otliers, $20. Gift enterprise, prize photographs, $1(X); slot machines, 
$10; slot nuichines, fixed returns, $2.50; skating rinks, merry-go- 
rounds, etc., $20. Stockbrokers — towm of 5,(K)0 inhabitants, $25; town 
of 5,fXX) to 10,000, $.50; town of 10,000 and over, $75. State banks, 
private bankers, etc., on each $1,000 capital employed, $1 (no county, 
city, or town tax); agents of packinghouses, $100. Breweries and 
agencies of breweries — brewery, $200; each agency, $.50. Oil tanks, 
eacli tank over ,5(X) gallons, $20. Deah^rs in futures — town of less 
than 5^)00 inhal)itants, $.50; town of 5,000 to 10,(XX), $100; towui of 
10,0(X) to 15,000, $2(X); town of over 15,000, $.3(X). Liquor dealers- 
less than 5 gallons, $.50 per six months; 5 gallons oi" more, $100 per six 
months: iruilt liquors, $25; druggist selling liquors, $50 per year. Grain 
distill(>ries, w4iere liquor is sold— to state, $25; to county, $25. Social 
clubs, semiannual tax, per member. $1 : malt liquors only, per member, .50 
cents (licjuor license taxes are to })e applied to county school fund, whether 
levied l)y state or county). Merchants' tax, animal license, $1; also 
on sales less than $-500, .50 cents; $.500 to $1,(XX), $1; $1,000 to $2,000, 
$1..5(); $2,0(X) to $5,000, $2..5(); $5,0(X) to $10,000, $4; $10,000 to $20,0{X), 
$8; .$20,000 to $40,000, $12; $40,000 to $f)0,(XX), $16; $60,000 to $80,000, 
$20; $80,000 to $100,(XX), $24; $100,000 to $1,50,000, $28; $1.50,000 to 
$200,000, $30; $200,000 to $.300,000, $35; $30(),(XX) to $,500,0(X), $40; 
$.500,000 to $750,0(X), $.50; over $1,000,000, $70. Dealers in pistols, 
bowie knives, (^tc, $10; pianos and organs, $10. Cigarette dealers — 
manufacturers, under 2.50 millions, ,$2,50; 250 to .500 millions, $.500; 
over 500 millions, $1,{XX) (no county or town license); retailers of 
cigarettes, $5. Public ferries, bridges, etc., 1 per cent of gross receipts; 
purchase tax, liquor dealers, in addition to ad valorem tax on stock and 
license tax, 2 per cent on total pinx'hases in or out of state; emigrant 
agents, $25; itinerant oculists, $25; trading stamp concerns, per county, 
$50; marriage licenses, $1 . Official seals — great seal of state, $1 ; seal of 
state department, .50 cents; seal of state treasurer, ,50 cents. Insurance 
companies' license — life insurance, ,$2.50; lire insurance, $2(X); accident 
insurance, $200; marine insurance, $2CX); surety insurance, $100; plate 
glass and boiler insurance, $100; domestic mutual insurance, $.50; fra- 
ternal order insurance, $25; bond, investment, title guarantee, etc., $100; 
other companies, $100. 

VI. Income tax. 

Taxpayers are required to show on their lists their 
orross incomes from all })ropertY not otherwise taxed — 
state or United Stat(\s bonds, salary and fees, annui- 
tii^s, trades or {)rofessioiis, and to give the sources 
thereof. I'pon the (^xc(^ss over .$1,000, which is 
(wcMiiptcul, the rate of tax is 1 ])er cent on the gross 
income. 

n. FKES. 

Crrtificate of incorponil i<Hi, per 81, (KK) stock authorized, 20 cents 
iJuiniuHun. $25): ineivas.> of capital p(M- $l,(KX}, 20 cents (minimum, 
820); ileerease of ca})itnl, S2(). Private bills to incorporate are taxed 
dnuhl(> the obove fees. 

( V)l NT V K E VENUES. 
A. -rAXES. 

I. TJte. general jyroperfi/ fax. 
1. ^Base^^ 
The property included and the methods of assess- 



TAXATION AND REVENUE SYSTEMS— NORTH DAKOTA. 



763 



Tiieiit and of equalization are the same for county as for 
state taxes. 

2. Rate — 

The rate of tax is determined by the board of 
county commissioners. Various counties are author- 
ized to levy special taxes for special purposes. The 
rate may never exceed doul)le that of the state tax, 
except for a special pur])ose and with the special 
approval of the general asseml)ly. 

3. Collection — 

The method of collection is the same as for state 
taxes. 
11. Poll tax. 

Every male ip.ha})itant over 21 and under 50 years 
of age may be subjected to a poll tax equal to the tax 
on property valued at $300 in cash. The state and 
county capitation tax combined is never to exceed 
$2 per capita. (wSee also Poll tax under vState revenue.) 
Ill and IV. Inheritance tax and corporation taxes, 

Tliere are no county inheritance or special corpora- 
tion taxes. 

V. Business taxes and licenses. 

In any case where a speciiic license tax is levied for 
the privilege of carrying on any business, trade, or 
profession, the county may lev}^ the same tax as the 
state and no more. 

VI. Income tax. 

Counties can not levy an income tax. 

Municipal Kevenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general property tax. 

1. Base- — 

The property included and the methods of assess- 
ment and of^ equalization are the same for municipal 
taxation as for state. 

2. Rate-— 

No municipal corporation is to levy more than 1 
per cent on the assessed valuation. 



3. Collection-^ 

The method of collection is the same as for state 
and county. 
II. Poll tax. 

The aldermen or commissioners ma}" levy a tax on 
polls taxable by the general assend)ly for state pur- 
poses. 

Ill and lA". InJieritance tax and corjioration taxes. 
There are no municipal inheritance^ or corporation 
I taxes. 

V. Business taxes and licenses. 

The corporate authorities may tax |)rivilcges taxed 
for state and county [nirposes and all persons selling 
liquors, except druggists (at retail), per year, .1i;2r). 
They may also tax dogs, swine, horses, and cattle 
running at large within the corporate limits. 

School Revenues. 

The property and ]>oll taxes levied by the state 
specificall}^ for school purj)oses are paid by the sheriff 
to the treasurer of the county within which they are 
collected. The income of the permanent school fund 
and $100,000 appropriated by tlie legislature from the 
general state funds is apportioned among the counties 
by the state board of education on the basis of school 
population. The state makes additional annual ap- 
propriations for ecpializing school facilities in the sev- 
eral school districts to enalde each such district to 
maintain schools for at least four months each year. 
The county board of education apportions all taxes 
and other school moneys coming under its control 
among the various townships per capita. 

If the state tax is insufficient for the su[)port of 
schools in each school district for four months, a 
special tax may be levied l)y the county on all prop- 
erty, credits, and ])olls. 

All proceeds of fines, ])enalties, and forfeitures, all 
moneys paid as exemption from military duty, and 
the net proceeds (^f licenses to licjuor sellers and to auc- 
tioneers are appro])riated to the public schools. 



NORTII DAKOTA.^ 



North Dakota depends almost wholly ui)on the gen- 
eral property tax for state, county, and nmnicipal rev- 
enues. There are no inlieritance taxes and no special 
corporation taxes, except license fees on sleeping car 
and express (H)mpanies, and a tax on insurance pre- 
miums whicli goes to the lire companies. 

The revenue laws were revised in H)03, l)ut the 
changes made have not been embodied in this digest. 

iThis compilation is derived in a inly from the followini,^ sources: 
The Revised ('odes of tlu^ State of North Dakota. 1899: Tribune 
Company, Bismarck, N. Dak., 1899. 

Laws,' Legislative Assembly, North Dakota, 1901 : Knight & Lather- 
warp, Fargo, N. Dak., 1901. 



CONSlin TIOXAL PROVISIONS. 

ARTICLE U. 

Sec. 174. The legislative assembly shall provide for rnising rtnenue 
suflicitMit to defray the expenses of the state for each year, not to ex- 
ceed in any one year four (4) mills on the dollar of the ass(vssed valuation 
of all taxable pi-oi)efty in the state, to i)e asccifnined by the last assess- 
ment made for state and county purposes, and also a sufrKneiit sum to 
})ay the interest on the state d(d)t. 

Sec. 17o. No tax sluill be levit^l except in |)Utsuance of law, and 
(ncry law ini})osing a tax sliall slate distinctly the object of the same, to 
which oidy it shall he applitMl. 

Se(\ 170. Laws shall l>e j)assed taxing by uniform rule all property 
according to its true value in money, but the property of the United 
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States and the state, county, and municipal corporations, botli real and 
personal, shall be exempt from taxation; and the legislative assembly 
sfiall by a general law (exempt from taxation property used exclusively 
for school, religious, cemetery, or charitable purposes and personal prop- 
erty to any amount not exceeding in value two hundred dollars for each 
individual lial)Ie to taxation; but the legislative assembly may, t)v law, 
provide for tlie payment of a per centum of gross earnings of railroad 
companies to be paid in lieu of all state, county, townsliip, and school 
taxes on property exclusively used in and about the prosecution of the 
business of such companies as common earners, but no real estate of 
said corporation sliall be exempted from taxation in the sa/iie manner 
and on tlie same basis as other real estate is taxed, except roadbed, 
right of way, shops, and buildings used exclusi\cly in their business as 
conunon carriers, and whenever and so long as such law pjoviding for 
the payment of a per centum on eariu'ngs shall he in force, that part of 
section 179 of this article relating to assessment of i-ailroad property 
shall cease to l)e in force. 

Sec. 177. All improvements on land shall b<^ assessed in aecordance 
with section 179, but plowing shall not be considefed as an improvement 
or add to the value of land for tli(^ purpose of assessment. 

Sec. 178. The power of taxation sliall never be smwendered or sus- 
pended by any grant oi' contract to which the state or any county or 
other municipal corporation shall be a party. 

Sec. 179. All property, except as hereinafter in this section provided, 
shall be assessed in the county, city, township, town, village, or district 
in which it is situated, in tlie manner prescribed by law. The franchise, 
roadway, roadbed, rails, and rolling stock of all railroads; and the fran- 
chise and all otfier property of all express companies, freight line com- 
panies, car equipment companies, sleeping car companies, dining car 
companies, telt^graph or telephone companies, or corporations operated 
in this state, and used directly or indirectly in carrying persons, prop- 
erty, or messages, shall be assessed by the state board of equalization at 
their actual value, and such assessed valuation shall be apportioned to 
the counties, cities, towuis, villages, townships, and districts in which 
such railroad companies, express companies, sleeping car companies, 
telegraph and telephone companies are located or through which they 
are operated, as a l)asis for taxation of such property, in proportion to 
the number of miles of sucli property within such counties, cities, towns, 
villages, townships, and districts. But should any railroad allow any 
portion of its roadway to be used for anv purpose other than the opera- 
tion of a railroad thereon, sucli portion of its roadway, while so used, 
shall be assessed in the manner provided for the assessment of other i"eal 
property. 

Sec. 180. The legislative assembly may provide for tlie levy, collec- 
tion, and disposition of an annual poll tax of not more tlian one dollar 
and iifty cents on every male inhabitant of this state over twenty-one 
and under (ifty years of age, except paupers, idiots, insane persons, and 
Indians not taxed. 

OFFICERS. 

Tlie ollicers most directly concerned with taxation 
are: 

(1) Township assessoi, chMted annually with the other town olhcers. 

(2) C^ty assessor, afipointed [in each even numbered year by the 
mayor, with the approval of the city council. 

(3) County assessors, in counties not organized into civil towmships, 
elected for two years. 

(4) County treasurer, elected ovvvy tuo years, and eligible for not 
moi-e than two terms. 

(o) Town board of review, composed of th(^ l>oard of supervisors of 
each town, the president and auditor of each incorporated village, and 
the mayoi', auditor, and senior alderman from }h(* several wards of each 
city. 

(6) County Itoard of review and equalization, compo.sed of the board 
of county conunissioners. 

(7) State board of equalization, composed of the governor, state audi- 
tor, state treasui(u\ attorney-general, and the conmiissionc^r of agricul- 
ture and labor. 



State Revenues. 



A. TAXES. 



I. The general property tax. 
1. Base--^ 
a. The property included and exempt. — All real and 
personal property in this state, and all personal prop- 
erty of persons or corporations residing or doint>; busi- 
ness therein, except as specially exempted, is subject 
to taxation. 

(1) '' Ileal property," for the purpo.ses of taxation, includes the land 
itself, whether laid out in town lots or otherwise, and all buildings, 
structures, and improvements (except plowing and tre(\s thereon), and 
i all rights and privileges, and mines and quarries appertaining thereto. 
I (2) • ' Personal property ' ' includes all goods, chattels, credits, moneys, 
[ and effects wheresoever they may be; all ships, boats, and vessels, 
whether at home or abroad, and all capital invested therein ; all moneys at 
interest, whetlier within or without the state, due the person to b(^ taxed, 
and all other debts due such persons; all public stocks and securities; all 
stock in turnpikes, railroads, canals, and other corporations, except nc- 
tional banks out of the state, owned by inhabitants of this state; the 
income of any annuity unless the capital of such annuit}^ be taxed 
within the state; all improvements made upon lands held under laws of 
the United States, the title to which is in any railroad company or other 
corporation not subject to the same mode and rule of taxation as other 
property. The gas and water mains and pipes laid in roads, etc., are 
personal property. 

(3) Exemptions, in addition to public property, are: Schools, acad- 
emies, colleges, and institutions of learning with the books and furniture 
therein, and grounds not to exceed forty acres not used with a view to 
profit; churches; cemeteries; buildings for purely pubhc charity; public 
hospitals, and all moneys and credits of each institution; and personal 
property of each individual to the amount of $10. 

Exempted property is to be assessed and valued as other property. 

h. Assessment. — There is but one assessment for 
state, county, and city purposes. All counties or parts 
of counties not organized into civil townships are di- 
vided into assessors^ districts ; each organized civil town- 
ship and each city constitutes such a district. All 
property is assessed annually at its full cash value on 

I April ], and the district assessor is to determine the 
true and full vahie of each tract and parcel of real prop- 
erty by actual examination. A statement of personal 

I property, verified by oath, is to be made by the owner, 
with reference to the value on the 1st day of April. 
It is the duty of the assessor to fix the true and full 
value of all items of personal property and he is to take 

\ as a basis the price at a fair voluntary sale for cash. 
Refusal to list or swear to the statement is to be 
noted by the assessor and prevents any application 
for correction of the assessment as made by the as- 
sessor. Refusal is a misdemeanor and a false list is 

I I>tMiury. 

In unorganized counties taxation is administered by the county to 
i whicli it is attached for judicial purposes, and taxes are assessed for 
staj<^ |)urposes only. Stockholders of every bank, state and national, 
ar(^ assessed on tlieir stock wliere the bank is located. As a basis for 
valnntion of the .shares the assessor is to deduct the amoimt of invest- 
ment iu real estate from the aggregate amount of capital and surplus 
and midivided profits. Corporations are, in general, assessed as indi- 
viduals, except railways, including street railways, and certain other 
public service companies, which are assessed l)y the state Inward of 
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equalization. The capital stock and francliises are to be listed where 
the principal office is located. The aggregate amount of indebtedness, 
except for current expenses, not paid for purchase or improvement of 
property and the value of real and personal property are both de- 
ducted from the market value of tlie shares of stock. The remainder 
is then listed as "bonds and stocks.'' Such stock need not be listed 
by the shareholder. 

The state board of equalization assesses the franchise, roadway, 
roadbed, rails, and rolling stock of all railroads operated in the state. 
Apportionment is made by the board to counties according to mileage. 
The county auditor apportions the valuation to the cities, towns, 
tow^nships, and districts, and the same is to be taxed in each county 
as personal property. 

Express, telegraph, telephone, freight line, and equipment compa- 
nies, and sleeping and dining car companies are assessed by the state 
board of equalization on their franchise and property. The apportion- 
ment is the same as that of railroad valuation. 

The property of itinerant, transient, or other merchants, salesmen, 
or other persons and of all merchants and salesmen of bankrupt stock, 
etc., brought into the state after the regular assessment, is to be as- 
sessed, w4ien found, as other property. 

c. Equalization. — The town board of review equal- 
izes the assessment between individuals in its tow^n 
or district and supplies omissions. An appeal from its 
decision lies to the district court. 

The county board of review and equalization equal- 
izes the assessment made in the districts not embraced 
in an incorporated city, town, village, or civil township. 
This board also equalizes between the several assess- 
ment districts, but it is not to reduce aggregate values 
of the county. Town and municipal officers are to 
advise with the board. 

The state board of equalization equalizes between 
the several counties of the state. It may not reduce 
the aggregate valuation more than 1 per cent. 

2. Rate— 

The state tax is levied by the state board of equaliza- 
tion and is to be the amount necessary to meet the 
appropriation of the legislative assembly and the 
estimated general expenses of the state. The rate of 
the general state tax is not to exceed 4 mills on the 
dollar. 

3. Collection — 

Taxes are collected by the county treasurer for state, 
county, city, town, school, poor, bridge, road, or other 
purposes. All taxes become due on the 1st day of 
November and delinquent on the 1st day of February, 
after which date a penalty of 5 per cent attaches to 
personal property taxes, and collection may be en- 
forced by distress and sale of such property. The 
penalty on real property taxes is 3 per cent on delin- 
quency, 3 per cent additional on the 1st of June, and 
5 per cent more on the 1st of November. Taxes on 
real property are made a perpetual lien upon all real 
and personal property of the taxpayer, either owned 
when the tax fell due or subsequently acquired. Real 
taxes are enforced by sale. 
II and III. Poll tax and inheritance tax. 

There is no state poll tax and no inheritance tax. 



IV. Corporation taxes. 

Corporations are, in general, taxed under the general 
property tax. 

All companies otlier than railway and street railway corporations 
operating railroads in the state are required to pay a license fee of 
$100 per annum on each sleeping car operated in the state, provided 
that the aggregate amount of siu*h license fee is not to exceed $5,000 
per annum. The license fee is to be paid by May 1. Default for 
thirty days incurs a penalty of 25 per cent. 

Sleeping cars operated by railroad companies as a part of their rail- 
way equipment are exempt. 

Express companies doing lousiness in the state are T-e(|uired to pay 
a license fee of $5 for each station, city, and village Inning at least 
200 inhabitants, in which they have an agent; $10 foi' those of from 
200 to 1,(XX) inhabitants; $25 for tliose of from 1,000 to 3,000 inhab- 
itants, and $.50 for those of over 3,(XX) inhabitants. The license is to 
be paid by August 1. Penalty for violation of tliese requirements is 
a fine of from $2(X) to $1,(XX). 

Every insurance company doing business in the state exeept joint- 
stock and mutual companies organized under the laws of the state is 
required to pay to the conunissioner of insurance 2^ per cent of the 
gross amount of premiums received in the state for tlie year. 

The old gross earnings tax on railroads was declared imconstitu- 
tional in 1891 ana does not a|)pear m the later codes. 

V. Business taxes and licenses. 
The following are annual taxes: 

Conunission merchants, $5; public warehouses—capacity less than 
10,000 bushels, $2; more than 10,0tK) })ushels, $3; ticket agents, $5. 

B. FEES. 

By secretary of state. — Filing artick^s of incorporation of corporations 
for profit, $5; other corporations, $2. (/(Mtificate of corporate cx'ist- 
ence, $3; commissions, $3; filing notice of appointment of agent, $3; 
certificate of increase of capital stock, $3. 

By insurance coniinissioiuM'. — Insurance companies — filing articles 
of incorporation or copies ther'eof,$25; tiling annual statement, $2.50; 
certificate of autliority, $2. Thei-e is also the usual reciprocal provision 
as to reciprocal taxes, licc^ises, antl fees upon foreiirn insurance com- 
panies. 

By state treasuri^r. — ^Every corporation for profit, except building 
and loan associations, county nuitual insurance companies, corpora- 
tions for the manufacture of dairy produce and the improvement of 
breeds of stock, and agricultural fair cor|)orations, are required to pay 
on filing articles of incorporation — first $50,000 capital stock or frac- 
tion thereof, $50: every additional $10,(XX) or fraction tliereof, $5; in- 
crease of capital, every $10,0(K), $5. 

By state examiner. — l^uildingand loan associations — first $I00,(XX), 
$20; eacli additional $100.0(X) or fraction, $10. Examination of banks, 
capital $10,(XX) or less, $10; capital $10,000 to $20,000, $15; capital 
$20,000 to $40,0{X), $20: ca[)ital $40,000 to $60,000, $25; capital $(50,000 
to$80,(XX), $30; capital over $80,0(X), $35. 

By secretary of state board of pharmacy. — Druggists — arHiual reg- 
istration fee not to exceed $3; examination fee, $5. 

County Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general property tax. 
\ , Base— 
The property includcMl and the methods of assess- 
ment and of equalization are the same for county as 
for state taxes. 
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2. Rate— 

County taxes are to be levied in specific amounts by 
the county commissioners, and are to be based upcm an 
itemized statement of the county expenses for the ensu- 
ing year and of the outstanding indebtechiess. No 
greater levy is to be made than will equal the amount 
of such expense plus 5 per cent of sucli amount, to- 
gether with the amount of one year's interest upon and 
10 per cent of the principal of the outstanding debt. 

This is not to exceed 8 mills on the dollar for ordinary county reve- 
nue, including the support of the poor; 2 mills on the dollar for a 
bridge tax; nor 2 mills on the dollar for a road tax, to be paid in 
money or labor at the rate of $1..5() per day; a further tax of not to 
exceed 2 mills on the dollar for erneigcncy purposes; and for county 
sinking fund such a sum as will pay interest for on(^ year and 10 per 
cent on the principal, or as fixed by the legislative assembly. The 
commissioners are authorized to levy 2 mills on the dollar upon all 
real estate in the county for destruction of gophers. For schools the 
tax is 2 mills on the dollar. 

3 . Chllection — 

Collection of county taxes is the same as that of 
state taxes. 
II. Poll tax. 

a. Scfiools, — The county auditor may levy a tax of 
$1 on each elector in the county for the support of the 
common schools. 

h. Roads and bridges. — A poll tax of $1.50 may be 
levied by the county commissioners on every male per- 
son between 21 and 40 years of age for roads and 
bridges. This can be paid in labor in heu of money. 
Ill and IV. Inheritance tax and corporation taxes. 

There are no inheritance or corporation taxes. 
V. Business taxes and licenses. 

Ferries are leased to the highest bidder. 

MuNiciPAi. Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general property tax. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the methods of assess- 
ment and of equalization are the same for all township, 
towUj city, and school district taxes as for the state. 

2. Rate - 

The electors at the annual township meeting may 
vote such sum for the rei)air and construction of roads 
and bridges^ for the sup|)()rt of the poor^ and for all 
tow^nship charges as they thiiik expedient. The road 
taxis not to exceed 5 mills; nor the bridge tax, 2 mills. 



Cities, towns, and villages having not less than 3,000 
inhabitants may levy taxes as follows : 

Interest fund for bonds, 12 mills on the dollar; sinking fund for bonds 
4 mills on the dollar; school purposes for bonds, 20 mills on the dollar; 
municipal purposes generally, 20 mills on the dollar. The village tax is 
not to exceed 50 cents on $100. 

3 . Collection — 
The collection of these, as of state taxes, is made by 
the coimty treasurer, for which he retains a commis- 
sion of 1 per cent. 

II. PoU tax. 

Every male inhabitant above 2 1 and under 50 years 
of age, except paupers, idiots, and lunatics, is to be as- 
sessed one day's labor in each year. 

All road taxes collected from residents of any city, 
town, or village by the treasurer of the county are to 
be turned over to the municipality. 

III. Inheritance tax. 

There is no inheritance tax. 

IV. Corporation taxes. 

Every city, town, or village is entitled to receive 2 per cent of the 
insurance premium received from policies on property therein, as col- 
lected by the state treasurer, for the support of its organized fire 
department. 

V. Business taxes and licenses. 

The city council has power to fix the amount, terms, and manner 
of issuing licenses to hawkers, peddlers, pawnbrokers, keepers of ordi- 
naries, theatrical exhibitions, shows and amusements, ticket scalpers 
and employment agencies, hackmen, omnibus drivers, carters, cab- 
men, draymen, porters, expressmen, watermen, runners for public 
houses; billiards, bagatelle, and other games in any place of public 
resort; auctioneers, lumber yards, public scales, money changers, and 
brokers. Dogs, $2; female dogs, $3. Villages have the same powers. 

School Revenues. 

The state tuition fund, composed of the net proceeds 
of fines and penalties, the interest and income from the 
permanent school fund, and the leases of school lands, 
is apportioned among the counties of the state in pro- 
portion to the number of children of school age and in 
the same manner among the several school districts of 
the county. 

Each district school board may levy a tax for school 
purposes upon the property of the district not to 
exceed 30 mills on the dollar. 

The county auditor is to levy a tax of 2 mills on the 
dollar on all property in the county and a tax of $1 on 
each elector of the coimty, both of which are appor- 
tioned to the school districts. 
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Ohio has a system of revenues composed of the gen- 
eral property tax, supplemented very largely by the 
state's proportion of the liquor tax; by so-called excise 
taxes on corporations engaged in public service, on 
domestic and foreign corporations engaged in business 
within the state, and on insurance companies ; and by 
a collateral inheritance tax three-fourths of which 
accrues to the state. 

The effort is being made to reduce the state levy on 
general property by obtaining sufficient revenues from 
the other sources mentioned. This has succeeded to 
the extent that in 1902 the sum of $93,620 only was 
levied on the grand duplicate for state general revenue 
purposes. The schools are still a charge on the general 
property tax. A peculiar feature of the Ohio law is 
the permission granted to the county commissioners to 
employ tax inquisitors to ferret out evasions of taxes, 
these inquisitors being paid by commissions on the 
amount they enable the government to recover. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 

ARTICLE X. 

Sec. 7. The commissioners of counties, the trustees of townships, and 
similar boards shall have such power of local taxation for police pur- 
poses, as may be prescribed l)y law, 

ARTICLE XII. 

Sec. 1. The levying of taxes by the poll is grievous and oppressive; 
therefore, the general assembly shall never levy a poll tax for county or 
state purposes. 

Sec. 2. Laws shall be passed, taxing by a uniform rule hll moneys, 
credits, investments in bonds, stocks, joint-stock companies, or other- 
wise; and also, all real and personal property, according to its true value 
in money; but burying grounds, public schoolhouses, houses used exclu- 
sively for public worship, institutions of purely public charity, public 
property used exclusively for any public purpose, and personal property 
to an amount not exceeding in value two hundred dollars for each indi- 
vidual, may, by general laws, be exempted from taxation; but all such 
laws shall be subject to alteration or repeal, and tlie value of all prop- 
erty so exempted shall from time to time be ascertained and published, 
as may be directed by law. 

Sec. 3. The general assembly shall provide by law for taxing the 
notes and bills discounted or purchased, moneys loaned, and all other 
property, effects, or dues of every description (without deduction), of 
all banks now existing or hereafter created, and of all bankers, so that 
all property employed in banking shall always bear a burden of taxation 
equal to that imposed on the property of individuals. 

Sec. 4. The general assembly shall provide for raising revenue suffi- 
cient to defray tlie expenses of the state for each year, and also a suffi- 
cient sum to pay the interest on the state debt. 

Sec. 5. No tax shall be levied, except in pursuance of law; and every 
law imposing a tax shall state distinctly the object of the same, to which 
only it shall be applied. 

Sec. 6. The state shall never contract any debt for purposes of internal 
improvement. 

^This compilation is derived mainly from the following sources: 
The Annotated Revised Statutes of the State of Ohio, by Clement 
Bates. Third edition of 19(X), fourth edition to 1904, in three vol- 
umes. Published at Cincinnati in 1900 and in m)3, respectively. 

Tax Laws of Ohio, so far as the same relate to the assessrnent of per- 
sonal property as codified and revised for 1903, "to which is appended 
Revised Instructions to County Auditors and Personal Property Assess- 
ors for the year 1903, by the auditor of the state." 



OFFICERS. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are: 

(1) The district assessors, elected annually in each townsliip and city 
ward, or, in certain cities, appointed. 

(2) The county auditors, elected for a term vi three years. 

(3) The state auditor, elected for a term of four years. 

(4) The state board of appraisers and assessors, composed of the state 
auditor, state treasurer, and attorney-general. 

(5) The annual county (and city) boards of e(|ualization, each com- 
posed of tlie county commissioners (the general governing body of the 
county) and the county auditor; (in cities the board is composed of the 
auditor and a number of citizens, usually six, appointed for this work by 
the cit3^ council, the mayor, or the board of tax commissioners, the prac- 
tice varying in the different classes and grades of cities.) 

(6) The decennial county boards of equalization for real estate, com- 
posed of the annual county boards, with the surveyor added. 

(7) The decennial state board of equalization for real estate, com- 
posed of as many persons as compose the state senate, and elected from 
the' senatorial districts. 

(8) The annual state board of equalization for banks, composed of the 
governor, the attorney-general, and the state auditor. 

(9) The annual state board of equalization for railroads, composed of 
the state auditor, the commissioner of railroads and telegraph lines, the 
attorney-general, and the state treasurer. 

(10) The county treasurers, elected for two years, who collect state, 
county, and local taxes. 

(11) Tax inquisitors, who may be appointed by the county commis- 
sioners, togetlier with the county auditor and treasurer, to search for and 
lielp recover taxes that have been evaded. 

State Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general property tax. 
1. Base — 
a. The property included and exempt. — All property 
[n the state, whether real or personal, and whether 
belonging to individuals or corporations, and all 
moneys, credits, investments in bonds, stocks, or 
otherwise, of persons residing in the state, are de- 
clared to be subject to taxation, except only such as 
may be expressly exempted. 

(1) '^Real property'' includes not only land itself, with all things 
contained therein, but, unless otherwise specified, all buildings, im- 
provements, and fixtures, with all rights and privileges pertaining 
thereto. The roadbed, water and wood stations, and such other realty 
as is necessary for the daily running of railroads is classed us personal 
property. 

(2) ''Personal property'' includes every tangible thing being tlie sub- 
ject of ownership, whether animate or inanimate, other than money, 
and not forming part of any parcel of real property, as hereinbefore 
defined; the capital stock, undivided profits, and all other means not 
forming part of the capital stock of every company, whether incor- 
porated or unincorporated, and every share, portion, or interest in such 
stock, profits, or means, by wliatsocner name the same may be desig- 
nated, inclusive of every share or portion, right, or interest, either legal 
or ecjuitable, in and to every ship, vessel, or boat, of whatsoever name 
or description, used or designed to be used either exclusively or par- 
tially in navigating any of the waters within or bordering on this state, 
whether such ship, vessel, or boat shall be within the jurisdiction of 
this state, or elsewhere, and whether or not the same shall have been 
enrolled, registered, or licensed at any collector's office, or within any 
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collection district in this state; tlie money loaned on pledge or mort- 
gage of real estate, althougli a deed or other instrument may have been 
given for the same, if between the parties the same is considered as 
security merely; ''the gross premium receipts" of insurance companies 
for tlie calendar year previous to assessment, less dividends of surplus, 
cancellation or surrender values, and commissions paid in the state, is 
classed as the personal property of each agency, 

''Money, " or ''moneys, " is any surplus or undividtMl profits held by 
societies for savings or banks having no capital stoclv, gold and silver 
coin, bank notes of solvent banks, in actual possession, and every de- 
posit which the person owning, holding in trust, or having the bene- 
ficial interest therein, is entitled to witlidraw in money on demand. 

"Investment in bonds ^^ are all moneys in I>onds, oi- certificates of 
indebtedness, or other evidenc(*s of indebtedness of whatever kind, 
whether issued by incorporated or unincorporated companies, towais, 
cities, villages, townships, (bounties, states, or otficr incorporations, or 
by the United States, held by [xmsous residing in this stat(\ whetlier 
for themselves or others. The courts have ruled that "investments" 
in exempted property, such as United States )>on(ls or greenbacks, 
may be taxed only for that proportion of a year's taxes which corre- 
sponds to tliat proportion of tlie whole year during whi(^li tiie exempt 
property was not held. (See Shotwell v. Moor(\, 129 U. S. Supreme 
Court, 590.) 

''Investment in stocks" are all moneys invested in the capital or 
stock of any association, corporation, joint-stock conii)any, or other 
company, the capital or stock of which is or may be divided into 
shares, which ai'c traiisfera})le by each owner without the consent of 
the otlier partners or stockholders, for the taxation of which no special 
provision is made l)y law, held by persons n^siding in th(^ stat(\ either 
for themselves or others; shares of stock in Ohio companies taxed <in 
their capital stock in Oliio ar(^ not included. 

"C'redits" are tin* excess of the sum of all It^gal claims and de- 
mands, wiiether for money or other valuable thing, oi" for l;d)or or 
services due or to become due to the person liable to pay taxes thereon, 
including deposits in banks •)r with persons iTi or out of this state, other 
than such as are lield to be money, as hereinbefore delined when added 
together (estimating every such claiiTi at its tivie vahi<' in money), 
over and above; the sum of legal bona fide debts owini^ hy sncii person; 
but in making up the sinn of l(»gal bona fide debts owing, there shall 
l)e taken into account no obligation to any mutual insunuici^ <'ompany, 
nor any unpaid sul)scription to the capital stock of any joint-stock 
company, nor any subscription for aTiy religious, scientific, iiterarv, or 
<"l»aritable purpose; nor any acknowledgment of any indebtedness, 
unless found(^d on some consideration actually received, and believed 
at the tim(> of making such acknowledgment to be a full consideration 
therefor; nor any acknowledgment made for the purpose of diminish- 
ing the amount of crculits to be listed for taxation: Provided, That pen- 
sions receivable from the United ^States shall not be held to be credits. 
Both credits and debts a-re to be estimated at no ];i»-g(M- ^'im} tlian it is 
believed can ])v collected or paid. 

(3) Exemptions consist of all j)ublic property, and property used 
exclusively for nr belonging to or included under the following: Armo- 
ries; cemeteries and comj)anics for preserving dead bodies; charities; 
churches; lire companies; indigent and insm-ance funds of certain 
secret, religious, and charitable societies; certain law libraries: per- 
sonal property of each taxpayiM- up to |1()0, excepting dogs; ])ublic 
parks containing prehistoric earthworks; soldiers' monuments. 

b. Assess7nent. — In gentMal, thci'o is but one assess- 
iiiont for state, county^ and niiiuicipal taxes. Certain 
class(^s of property, notably thai of corporations, are 
assessed by the county auditors or by special state 
boards, and generally sucli assesstncMit is apportioned 
among tli(^ difTerent townships to whieli it properly be- 
longs b}^ more or less arbitrary rules. With the ex~ 
ceptioii of real estate and certain other minor excep- 
tions, all property is assessed annually. 



Real estate is assessed but once every ten years (last 
time in 1900-1901), the assessment so made remaining 
in force for a decade; the only revision being by the 
addition each year of new construction, or the deduc- 
tion of buildings destroyed, when over $100 in value. 
The initial assessment of real estate is made by the 
district assessor, who receives from the county auditor 
maps and an abstract showing the real property re- 
corded in the county. He returns his ^^ lists'' to the 
county auditor. The 'Mists" so returned are in tabu- 
lar form and contain the names of the owners and the 
description and value of all real propert}^ There are 
two ''lists,'' one for towm lots and one for acreage 
property. Exempt real estate has to be listed and 
valued. Ileal estate, excluding growing crops, is as- 
sessed at its true value in money, and not at the price 
it would bring at auction or forced sale. The assess- 
ment so made may be reviewed by the county auditor. 
The assessor '^at the time for taking the lists of per- 
sonal property, etc.," each year corrects the assess- 
ment of real property by adding new buildings and 
deducting property destroyed when over $100 in value, 
and by correcting errors or omissions discovered. 
(See Equalization. ) 

Every person of fall age and of sound mind is recpiired each year to 
list all taxables in his possession. He is required to take oath that 
the property so 'Misted'' is all that is owned by him or under his control 
subject to taxation on the second Monday in April, and that the value 
affixed to each item is 'Mhe true value thereof as ascertained by the 
usual selling price thereof for cash, at voluntary sales thereof at the time 
and place of listing," or such price as could be obtained for it in money at 
such sale. Persons claiming to have notliing to list must take oath to that 
efl'ect. In case a person refuses to list his taxable property or refuses to 
swear to the list, the assessor makes return of such property as he can find, 
and the auditor raises the assessment by ,50 per cent. The penalty iov 
a false return is an assessment at .5() per cent in addition to true valuv 

All officers connected with the assessment, from the 
assessor up, are authorized to examine persons under 
oath and to examine books, etc. 

The county auditor is required to call together once 
each year prior to the assessment all the assessors in 
his county for consultation and to instruct them as to 
uniformity. 

The county auditors of th(» connties tlu'ough which any railroad runs 
constitute a board of appraisers and assessors for such railroad. The 
stationary property of each road is a})portioned among the tow-nships, 
etc., through wduch it passes, and {\w rolling stock in proportion to the 
niilc^age in each. When a railroad has part of its road in tlie state and 
}>art in another state the board is required to take the value of all 
property and divide it in th(^ proportion w^liich the road in the state 
IxMirs to the whole, apportioning the latter among the counties, etc., as 
afon^said. 

Bank shanks are taxed to their ow^ners, but the banks report to the 
county auditors the names, residences, and the nund>er of shares of 
st«)(*kholci(M-s, together with the resources of the banks. On this basis 
tlu' county auditor fixes tla^ value of the sliares. They an? taxed where 
the bank is located. Deposits are the property of depositors and must 
l)e list(Hl by them for taxation, while the bank itself nnist list and pay 
tax(\s on the surplus and undivided profits, real estate, and furniture. 
An att(Mnpt to value national bank stocks at their full value w^as de- 
feated by tlie courts, on the ground that ''the systematic p.nd intentional 
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valuation of all other moneyed capital by taxing oflicials far b; low its 
true value, while the shares are assessed at tlieir full value, is a violation 
of the act of CV^ngress/' ^ 

The property of corporations, not specially provided for, is re- 
turned to tlie county auditors, who assess it and apportion the total | 
assessment among the townships, villages, cities or wards in proportion | 
to the real property of the corporations within each. I 

The following classes of corporations make their returns to the state I 
auditor and are assessed by the state board of appraisers and assessors 
upon the basis indicated, the assessment also bi^ng apportioned as j 
indicated bdow. Express, telegraph, and telephone conipanies are i 
assessed on that proportion of their total property which is used in the 
state, by rules to be determined by th(^ state board of appraisers and i 
assessors; the apportionment for express companies being made on ; 
the basis of gross earnings, and for telt^graph and telephone companies 
on th(^ basis of mileage of wire. Freight-line and equipment companies 
and sleeping car companies are assessed upon the amount and vajue 
of that proportion of the capital stock which represents the capital and 
property owned and used in Ohio, the guide being the mileage of roads 
over which the rolling stock is run. Entire tax is paid into the state 
treasury. 

The following peculiarities in procedure should be noted: 

Merchants and manufacturers are assessed upon their average holdings 
throughout the year, and not upon what they may happen to hold on tax 
day; transient traders are assessed upon that proportion of their stock 
which the time they are present bears to the year, and may l)e assessed 
whenever they arrive; thus, a trader opening a shop for one month only 
pays on one-twelfth of his stock, whether he was present on tax day or 
not. 

Dogs are listed separately and need not be valued by the owner, nor 
should they be included in the $100 of exempted personal property. A 
per capita tax of $1 on each male and spayed female and S2 on each 
unspayed female is levied. 

The county commissioners, the county auditor, and the county treas- 
urer in any county, or a majority thereof, w^hen they have reason to 
believe that there has not been a full return of property within the 
county for taxation, shall have power to employ any person to make 
inquiry and to furnish the county auditor the facts as to any omissions 
of property for taxation and the evidence necessary to authorize him to 
subject to taxation any property improperly omitted from the tax dupli- 
cate; compensation not to exceed 20 per cent of taxes reco veered may 
be granted by above authorities. In counties containing large cities 
there is no percentage limit on compensation. 

c. Equalization. — It is a general rule that the aggre- 
gate vahie returned by the assessing authorities may 
not be reduced by process of equahzation. 

Real property vahiations are equalized, first, by the 
decennial county boards of equalization ''so that each 
tract or lot shall be entered on the tax hst at its true 
value." Then the decennial state board equalizes the 
valuations between the several towns and comities. 
After that the county board may reconvene as a ''board 
of revision/" to pass upon complaints which may liave 
been filed with tlie auditor. The changes made annu- 
ally in the assessment of real property are (Hpiahzed l)y 
the annual county boards. 

The valuations of personal property, nionc} s, credits^ 
and investments are ecjualized annually by the county 
or the city boards of etiuahzation. 

The assessment of railroads is equalized annually l)y the state board 
of equalization for railroads. 

iThis decision was materially changed by the Suprena^ Court of the 
United States, in Lander, Treas., r. Mercantile Bank, 186 U. S., 458. 



The assessment of banks is equalized annually by the state board of 
equalization for incorporated banks. This board may raise or lower the 
aggregate assessment of banks, but not more than by 20 per cent in 
(Mther direction. 

2. Rate— 
The rate for state taxation, expressed in mills upon 
each dolhir of the assessed valuation of property^ is 
iixed each 3^ear by the general assein!)ly. Should the 
general assembly fail to fix the rate, the statutory rates 
])rovided for each of the several funds prevail. The 

fimds for which such rates are fixinl i\w\ 

\ 

The sinking fund, eighteen one-hundredths of 1 mill; tin* conmion 
school fund, ninety-five one-hundredths of 1 mill; and the Ohio State 
and Miami University fund, fifteen one-hundredths of 1 mill. For the 
past two years the income has been sufficient from the various foinis 
of excise taxes, so tliat no state levy for ''general revenue'' has been 
required. 

;] . Collection — 

The lien for taxes attaches to the property in each 
year on the day preceding the second Monday in April, 
except bank taxes, which attach on the first Monday in 
May. All taxes, state, county, and local, are collected 
by the county treasurer. At least one-half of all taxes^ 
and all of the road tax, must l)e paid on or before the 
20th day of December, the remainder on or before the 
20th day of June next ensuing. The penalty for de- 
linquency is 5 per cent (for the use of the treasurer), 
and if the first installment is not paid when due, the 
whole amount becomes delinquent on the day when the 
first was due. Delinquent taxes are collected by dis- 
traint and sale. 

In case of taxes on real estate which have become de- 
linquent by failure to pay one-half on the 20tli of De- 
cember and which can not be collected by distraint and 
sale of personalty, the penalty is 15 per cent, and this, 
with taxes and cost, is eventually collected by sale of 
the property. 

II. PoJl tax. 

Prohibited by the constitution. 

III. Inheritance taxes (repealed i7i 1906), 
Direct (declared imconstitutional) : 

J3ase—(a) A direct inla^'itance tax was enacted by the general as- 
sembly of the state of Ohio April 25, 1904 (97 O. L., 398, 40)). It pro- 
vides that the right to succeed to or inherit property within the juris- 
diction of this states * * * whether belonging to inhabitants of 
this state or not, tangibh^ or intangible, including annuities, wliirh shall 
pass by will or by the inheritance laws of the state, or by «'nnveyai)ee 
made to take ei\vvi in possession or enjoyment after the death of the 
grantor, to the use of the father, mother, husband, wife, brother, sister, 
niec(\, nephew, lineal d(^sc.(^ndant, adopted child, or person recognized as 
an ado])t(Hl child and made a legal heir, or the lineal deseeiidant thereof, 
the lineal descendant of any adopted child, tla^ wife or widow of a son, 
tlie husband of a daughter of a decedent, or to anyone in trust for sucii 
person or persons, shall be taxed npon the value of the ])roperty exceed- 
ing $:^,(K)0 succeeded to or inherit (m1 by any peison, 2 per cent on such 
excess; sueh tax to be l)orne by the person so su('c<HHling to or inheriting 
the same. 

Such tax becomes due and payal)le immedial<'ly upon the d<'ath of 
the d(H'(Hlent and at once l)ccomes a lien upon the property sul>ject to 
such tax. 
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The attorney-general of the state and tlie prosecuting attorneys of 
the various counties are charged witii the duty of collecting sucli tax. 

The taxes imposed by this act are paid into the state treasury by 
the executors or other persons charged with the payment tliereof for the 
use of tlie state. 

All pro]>erty within the jurisdiction of the state, and 
an}' interests therein, whether belonging to inliabitants 
of the state or not, and whether tangible or intangible, 
which shall pass by will or by the intestate laws of the 
state, or by deed, grant, sale, or gift, made or intended to 
take effect in possession or enjoyment after the death 
of the grantor, to any person in trust or otherwise, other 
than to or for the use of tlie father, motlu*r, husband, 
wife, brother, sister, niece, nephew, lineal descendant, 
adopted child, or person recognized as an adopted child 
and made a legal heir, or tlie lineal descendants thereof, 
the wife or widow of a son, tlie lnisl)an(l or daughter of 
a decedent, is subject to a tax of 5 per cent of the in- 
heritance al)ove $200. 

Such taxes become a lien on the property upon the 
death of the decedent, are payable into the county 
treasury, and if not paid within a year, the prosecuting 
attorney is to sue. The state receives 75 per cent of 
the tax. 

Property passing to the state of Ohio, any municipal 
corporation or other political subdivision for exclu- 
sively public purposes, or to any public institution of 
learning, public charity, or other exclusively public 
purpose, is exempt. 

IV. Corporation taxes. 

All corporations are taxed under the general prop- 
erty tax. 

Ortain classes of corporations pay an additional state tax, known 
as an excise tax, as follows: Railroads, wiiich pay one-half of 1 per 
cent of that part of their gross earnings proportional to tlie mileage 
in Ohio; express companies, which pay 2 per cent of their gross earn- 
ings less what is paid for transportation of freight; sleeping, palace, 
chair, dining, and bulTet car companies, and freight line and equip- 
ment companies, wliich pay 1 per cent on the excess of the value of 
that proportion of their capital stock for Ohio over the value of their 
real estate: electric light, gas, natural gas, pipe-line, waterworks, street 
railroad, and messenger or signal companies, which pay 1 per cent of 
their gross receipts from business done in Ohio. 

Railroads also pay the expenses of the state railroad commissioner's 
office, not to exceed |15,(XK), w^hich is apportioned among the railroads 
in proportion to net cartiings. 

Insurance companies are assessed, as above explained, on their gross 
premiums at each agency as if on personal property. The tax is 2^ 
per cent per annum. 

The assessments for the excise taxes are made by the state board 
of appraisers and assessors, and tlie taxes are collected by the state 
treasurer. 

V. Business taxes and licenses. 

The state levies license taxes on auctioneers, the rate being fixed in 
eacli case by the court of conunon pleas. Alsi>, duties on certain 
articles sold at auction. Also, an annual liceiist" tax on peddlers, S12 
if they go ofi foot, $20 if witli one horse, $2S if with two horses, $00 
if on boat or ti'ain. Also, a license tax on itincfant vendors of $2'} per 
annum. Also, a license tax on the manufactur^M-, imT)ort(>r, or agents 
of any comnicivial fertilizcn- of $20 annually on each train. This is 
paid directly (o tla^ Ohio state board of agriculture. 



The liquor tax (knowm as the "Dow law^'^: Upon the business of 
trafficking in spirituous, vinous, malt, or any intoxicating liquors, 
there shall be assessed yearly, and shall be paid into the county treas- 
ury, by every person, etc., engaged therein and for each place where 
such business is carried on, the sum of $3.50. The tax becomes a lien 
on the property on the fourth Monday in May each year, and is paya- 
ble and collectible at the same time and in the same manner as the 
property taxes. Three-tenths of the proceeds are paid into the state 
treasury, five-tenths of that received in each township or village to 
the township or village treasury, part for tlie benefit of the police or 
poor funds, and two-tenths into the county poor fund. 

Dealers in cigarettes and cigarette wrappers, wholesale, 130 annu- 
ally; retail, 115 annually. 

B. FEES. 

The secretary of state collects on copies of documents, K) cents per 
100 W^ords; on seal, 50 cents; and from testing gas meters, $5. The 
secretary retains $1,000 of such fees collected during the year and 
pays balance into state treasury. Fees for fding the articles of incorpo- 
ration—stock under $10,000, fee $10; over $10,000, one-tenth of 1 per 
cent, the same amount to be paid as an annual fee; same for increase 
Mutual or other companies without stock, $25; religious, benevolent, 
or literary corporations, $2; building and loan, $10; increase of stock, 
$5; certificate of reduction of stock, any corporation, $5;, change of 
name, $5; amending articles of incorporation, 20 cents per 100 w^ords, 
minimum, $5; for filing or copying miscellaneous other documents, $5, 
or 20 cents per 100 words. Foreign corporations, except those engaged 
in interstate commerce, pay above fees of one-tenth of 1 per cent on 
that part of their capital stock wiiich represents property owned and 
used and business transacted in Ohio, the same to be paid annually to 
the secretary of state, and paid by him into the state treasury. 

The superintendent of insurance collects the following fees : Filing 
copy of charter, $25; filing annual statements, $20; each certificate of 
authority or license, $2; each copy of paper filed, 20 cents per folio and 
$1 for seal. Life insurance companies pay further 1 cent per $1,000 
insured for making valuations of its policies. 

Board of pharmacy collects : Examination as pharmacist, $5; exami- 
nation as assistant pharmacist, $2. 

County Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general property tax. 

1. Base — 

The property subject to taxation and the methods 
of assessment and of equalization are the same for 
county as for state. 

2. Rate— 

The rate in mills on each dollar of assessed valuation 
is fixed by the county commissioners, under certain 
statutory restrictions as to the maximum amount to 
be levied for each purpose, except for the state and 
county road improvement fund, the rate for which is 
live-tenths of 1 mill. These maximum rates vary 
witli the amount of property in the county. Gen- 
erally these rates may be exceeded only by sanction 
of a popular vote. 

3. Collection — 

The same as for state taxes. 

II. roll tax. 

Tliere is no coimty poll tax. (See Const., Art. xii, 

sec. 1.) 
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III. Inheritance tax. 

The county receives 25 per cent of tlie collateral 
inheritance tax. (See State revenues, a, III.) 

IV. (Jorporation taxes. 

There are no special corporation taxes for the (X)un- 
ties. 

V. Business taxes and licenses. 

By tlio. court of ('oiiiinoii pleas: Ferrios, S2 to $.50 annually. 

By the county tuiditors: Tnivclino^ or toniporarv sliows, circuses, 
etc., according to population of place wliere exliihiled, 125, -f40, and 
S60 })er (^xhi})iti()n. 

Municipal 1{e venues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general preyperfy tax, 

1. Base ~ 

The propertA' subject to taxation and the methods 
of assessment and of equalization are the same for 
municipal taxation as for state. 

2. Jiate^^ 

The rate in mills on each dollar of assessed valuation 
is fixed, under certain statutory restrictions as to the 
maxinuim rates for specified purposes, by the town- 
ship trustees, the trustees of hamlets, or the city coun- 
cil. These rates ma}^^ be exceeded by popular vote. 
Villages may levy a road tax. 

3. Collection — 

The same as for state taxes, except that in certain 
townships the amount levied for the road tax may be 
paid in labor on the roads at the rate of $1.50 per day, 
which labor must be performed before the 1st day of 
September. In certain cities the dog tax is collected 
bv the city clerk. 



II. Foil tax. 

All nuiles 21 to 55 years of age able to perform or 
cause to be performed tlie labor (on higliways within 
road districts and cities), except honorably discharged 
soldiers, pensioners, militiamen, and volunteer fire- 
men, are liable for two days' lal)or each year on the 
roads or in cities on the streets. This is commutable 
into a tax of $3. 

Ill and IV. Inheritance tax and eorpomtlon taxes. 

There are no municipal inheritance^ oi' corporation 
taxes. 

A^. Bnsiness taxes and licenses. 

Tlie council of any city or village may license and fix the tax on: 
Advertising signs, auctions, automobiles, ball alleys, billiard tables, 
bill posters, l)owling alleys, vendors of explosives, ferries, vehicles for 
liire, hawkers, bouse movers, house boats, luicksters, peddlers, ])lunib- 
ers. goods sold on street, shows and exhil)itions, shooting galleries, 
taverns, theaters, and itinerant vendors. 

School Revenues. 

The school districts in Ohio rece^ive an apportion- 
ment from the state school fund, wluch is supplied 
from the ad valorem tax on property and from interest 
paid l)y the state on certain fimds created by the sale 
of school lands and the like; also, an apportionment of 
the county school fund into which flows a large number 
of miscellaneous fines, fees, and penalties expressly 
devoted to the support of the schools. In addition to 
these there may be levicxl on the basis of an estimate by 
the board of education in any district a school tax not 
to exceed, in general, 7 mills, although different limits 
are fixed for different places. 



OKLAHOMA.^ 



Oklahoma derives its revenues mainly from the gen- 
eral property tax. There are no special inheritance 
or corporation taxes. Business taxes and licenses are 
left to the cities and counties and the poll tax is levied 
for road purposes. 

ORGANIC LAW. 

As Oklahoma is a territory, there are no constitu- 
tional limitations. The act organizing the territory 
provides as follows: 

Sec. 6. No tax sliall be imposed on tlie property of \\\c United States, 
nor sball the land or other proi)erty of nonresidents be faxed higher than 
the lands or otiier property of residents, nor shall any une(|ual discrimi- 
nation be made in taxing different kinds of proi)erty, but all property 
subject to taxation shall be taxed in proportion to its va]u(>: Frotided, 
That nothing herein shall be held to prohibit the levying and collecting 
of license or special taxi^s in the territory from persons engaged in any 
business therein if the l(>gislat!ve pow<'r shall consider such taxes nec- 
essary 

niiis compilation is derived mainly from Wilson's Revised and An- 
notated Statutes of Oklahoma, IHO.'V, by W. F. Wilson, (bithrie, Okla., 
1 903 : St at e Cap i t a I Com pany . 



OFFICEl^S. 

The officers most directly c(mcerned with taxation 
are: 

(1) Township assessor, electi^l biennially. All towns, cities, and vil- 
lages over 1 ,(KX) po])ulation are township:^. 

(2) County assessor, elecied for two years. 

(3) (^)unt3^ treasurer, who is ex officio collector of taxes, elected for 
two years. 

(4) Township boaid of equalization, coniposed of the township 
assessor and township treasurer. The town or city assessor, mav<»r, arul 
city clerk compose a boartl of erpialization for <'ities, towns, and villages. 

(5) County Ixiard of ecjualization, composed of the l)oai'd of county 
commissioners of each county. 

((>) Terrilorial board of ecjualizati(m, composed of flic governor, ter- 
ritorial audifor, and secnMary. 

TeURITORIA L Re\ EN UE8. 
A, TAXES. 

I. The general property tax. 
1. Base 
a. Tlie property included and exempt. — All property, 
real atul personal, not spc(^ially (»x(^ri]pt is su})j(H't to 
taxation. 
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(1) and (2) "Real property," includes all real estate, land acfjuirad 
by the territory on credit or otherwise ,Jferry franchises, and toll bridij^es. 
All other property of any kind, except improvements upon Goverrniient 
land or lots, not deeded, is also subject to taxation. 

(3) Exemptions, m addition to public property, are property of 
library, scientific, educational, benevolent, and relis^ious institutions, 
colleges or societies, not exceeding 10 acres; the prof)erty of students 
used for their education in such institutions; all brY^akiug, wells, or fer- 
tilizing upon lands upon which final proof has not been made; family 
portraits; provisions of a family for one year's tim(\; pensions until paid; 
cemeteries not for profit; and live stock Ijrought into the territory 
after Novend^er 1 to be prepared for market. 

b. Assessment. — There is one assessiiient roll for ter- 
ritorial, county, and municipal purpos(\s, and it is made 
up for real and personal property with reference to 
March 1 in each year. Ivvery person must fill out, 
under oath^ a list of his property, with its true cash 
vahie. For refusal to make a list tlie assessment is for 
the actvuil value and 50 j)er cent in addition as a pen- 
alty. Returning; a false list is punishable as perjury. 

Stocks of merchandise and personal assets of banks, including money 
and credits, are to be listed at the average during the year. National 
bank stock is to be ass(»ssed at its par value arid where the bank is 
located as of Fel)ruary 1. The tax may ho collected from the divi- 
dends, a part of which is to l>e held by the bank for taxes. 

Net receipts of foreign insurance companies ure to \)e assessed where 
the agency is located, as personal property, for territorial, county, 
town, and municipal taxes, and are subject to the same rate of taxa- 
tion as personal property. 

Corporations are taxed as individuals. 

Railroads are assessed, by a board of railroad assessors, on rolling 
stock and other property, except real estate not used in operation of 
the road and buildings not upon the right of way. Such real estate 
is assessed like other real estate. Tlie assessment is made with refer- 
ence to the 1st of Febniary and is on the basis of sworn schedules, and 
the penalty for failure to make such a return is $5,(XK). The assess- 
ment is apportioned to the coiinties, townships, cities, and school dis- 
tricts according to the mileage of main track in each. 

All sleeping, dining, palace, or other cars not owned by the railroad 
on which tliey are operated are to be listed by the company in the 
name of the owners, and are assessed l)y tlie board of railroad assessors. 

Telegraph and telephone lines are required to furnish the auditor of 
the territory and the county clerk of the counties where such lines are 
operat(Ml a sworn list of their property as of F'ebruary 1, under a penalty 
of from |50() to $5,(KK) for noncompliance. 

c. Kiiualizatwn. The boards of equalization of town- 
ships, and of cities, towns, and villages, equalize indi- 
vidual assessiiKvnts, and tlieir decision is final. 

The county hoard of equalization eqiuilizes the 
assessment roll b(^tw(M^n the different townships. 

The territorial hoard of e(|ualization equalizes tlie 
assessment as between tlu^ coin dies, Tlie board can 
not raise or lower the total valuation for the territory. 
2. Rate - 

The territorial board of etpialization determines the 
rate of t(M'ritorial tax within the following: limitations: 

Gcnerat tax. <jne-half to 3 mills on the dollai'; normal school, one-half 
mill (Edmond): mtrmal school, one-half mill (Alva): Oklahoma Uni- 
versity, on(^-!ialf mill; agricultural college, one-l(']){h mill; colored agri- 



cultural college, one-tenth mill; school for blind, one-tenth mill; deaf 
and dumb, two-fifths mill. 

The territorial tax to be levied by the counties is 2 mills on the dol- 
lar, uidess some other rate is fixed. 

3. ('(Meetion — 

Taxes are collected by the coimty treasurer^ who is 
required to be at the county seat at all times to receive 
them. They are pa^^able after November 1^ and no 
demand is necessary . One-half of all taxes is due on 
June If) and one-half on December 15 of each year; 
they become delinquent on the third Monday in Janu- 
I ary following^ and bear interest at 18 per cent per 
annum. Delinquent personal taxes are to be collected 
after the second Monday in IMarcli by distress and sale 
of chattels, and after the third Monday in October real 
property is to be sold for the payment of delinquent 
taxes. 
II. Poll tax. 

All able-bodied male residents between 21 and 50 
years of age are liable each year to perform four days' 
work on the public roads, or to pay $1 per day in lieu 
thereof. 
Ill and IV. Inheritance tax and corporation taxes. 

There are no county inheritance or corporation taxes. 
V. Business taxes and licenses. 

Domestic insurance company, $10; foreign insurance company, $25; 
itinerant vendors of drugs and persons advertising cures, $100 — all 
annual. 

B. FEES. 

By secretary of the territory.— Filing articles of incorporation, $5; cer- 
tificate of incorporation, S3; conmiissions by governor, $1. 

By commissioner of insurance. — Filing declaration or copy of charter, 
$30; filing annual statement, HO; certificates to agents, S2. 

County Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general property tax. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the methods of assess- 
ment and of equalization are the same for county taxes 
as for territorial. 

2. Rate— 

The rate is determined by the county commissioners 
by comparing the assessed valuation wdth an esti- 
mate of the amount to be raised, to which is added 
25 per cent for delinquency. 

Levy for salaries, determined by county commissioners; court ex- 
pense's, 3 mills; poor and insan(\ 2 mills; roads and bridges, 2 mills; 
county supplies, 3 mills; contingent fund, 3 mills; sinking fund, deter- 
mined l)y county commissioners. 

II, in, and IV. Poll tax, inheritance tax, and' corpora- 

tion taxes, 
Tliere are no cotmty poll, inheritance, or corpora- 
tion taxes. 

;i. ('ollection 
Same as for territory. 
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V. Business taxes and licenses. 

Sale of liquor, per annum, retail license, $200; wholesale license, $100; 
ferries, fixed by county commissioners. 

Municipal Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general property tax. 

1. Base— 

The property included and the methods of assess- 
ment and equahzation are the same for municipal as 
for territorial and county taxes. 

2. Rate— 

The rate is hmited to 5 mills on the dollar for general 
revenue purposes in cities of the first class, and, exclu- 
sive of school taxes, is not to exceed 4 per cent of the 
taxable property of the city. 

3. Collection — 

Same as for territory and county. 

II. Poll tax. 

The city council may impose a poll tax not exceed- 
ing $1 on all able-bodied males between 21 and 50 
years of age. These persons are also liable to perform 
four days' work on the roads or to pay $1 per day to 
any road overseer. 



Ill and IV. InJieritance tax and corporation taxes. 

There are no municipal inheritance or corporation 
taxes. 
V. Business taxes and licenses. 

The city council has authority to levy a license tax on auctioneers, 
contractors, druggists, hawkers, peddlers, l)ankers, brokers, pawn- 
brokers, merchants of all kinds, grocers, confectioners, restaurants, 
butchers, taverns, public boarding houses, dramshops, saloons, liquor 
sellers, billiard tables and other gambling tables, bowling alleys, drays, 
hacks, and other vehicles used in the city for pay, real estate agents, 
express companies, life and fire insurance eoinpanics or agencies, thea- 
ters, etc. The license for the sale of liquors is from SlOO to $500 per 
annum. 

School Revenues. 

School funds of the territory are to be apportioned to 
the various counties in proportion to school popula- 
tion. The [county school fund consists in a levy not 
to exceed 1 cent on the dollar of the taxable property 
of the county, which, with the proceeds of all moneys 
collected from fines, forfeitures, and penalties, money 
paid as exemption from military duty, and money col- 
lected from marriage licenses, is apportioned to the 
school districts. Additional funds may also be pro- 
vided by taxes voted in the school districts. 



OREGON. 



Before 1903 Oregon depended almost entirely upon 
the general property tax for state, county, and munici- 
pal revenues, there being but few special corporation 
taxes. An inheritance tax was added in 1903. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 

ARTICLE I. 

Sec. 32. No tax or duty shall be imposed without the consent of the 
people or their representatives in the legislative assembly; and all taxa- 
tion shall be equal and uniform. 

ARTICLE IX. 

Sec. 1. The legislative assembly shall provide by law for a uniform 
and equal rate of assessment and taxation, and shall prescribe such regu- 
lations as shall secure a just valuation of all property, both real and per- 
sonal, excepting such only for municipal, educational, literary, scientific, 
religious or charitable purposes, as may be specially exempted by law. 

Sec, 2. The legislative assembly shall provide for raising revenue suf- 
ficient to defray the expenses of the state for each fiscal year, and also to 
pay the interest on the state debt. 

Sec. 3. No tax shall be levied except in pursuance of law, and every 
law imposing a tax shall state distinctly the object of the same, to which 
only it shall be applied. 

Sec. 6. Whenever the expenses of any fiscal year shall exceed the 
income, the legislative assembly shall provide for levying a tax for the 
ensuing fiscal year, sufficient with other sources of income, to pay the 
deficiency, as well as the estimated expense of the ensuing fiscal year. 



1 This compilation is derived mainly from the Codes and Statutes 
of Oregon, compiled and annotated by Hon. Chas. II Bellinger and 
Wm. W. Cotton, and published by authority of an act of February 25, 
1901; 2 vols: San Francisco, 1902. 



ARTICLE IV. 

Sec. 23. The legislative assembly shall not pass special or local laws 
in any of the following enumerated cases — that is to say, ^ * -^ 
for the assessment and collection of taxes for state, county, township, 
or road purposes. 

OFFICERS. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are: 

(1) County assessor, elected for a term of two years; made four years 
in 1903. 

(2) Sheriff of the county, elected for two years, who is the tax collector 
thereof. 

(3) The county board of equalization, consisting of the county judge, 
county clerk, and assessor of eacli county. 

(4) The "county court," whicli refers to the board of county commis- 
sioners in counties which have a separate board for county business, and 
the county judge and commissioners in other counties. There are two 
county commissioners in each county, elected for four years. 

State Revenues. 



A. taxes. 

I. The general property tax. 
1. Base— 
a. The property included and exempt.— AW property, 
real and personal, within the state, not expressly 
exempted^ is subject to taxation. 

(1) "Real property" includes not only the land itself, but also all build- 
ings and fixtures and all rights and privileges appertaining thereto. 

(2) "Personal property" includes all goods and chattels, all vessels, all 
debts due or to become due from solvent debtors, ail shares in corpora- 
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tioiis, and such portion of the capital of corporations a« shall not be 
invested in real estate. Transient live stock being driven tfirougii the 
state is assessed as personal property. (This tax on live stock is to be 
immediately collected by the sheriff.) 

(3) Exemptions in addition to public property are: Property used for 
the public good, as that of literary, benevolent, charitable, and scientific 
institutions, churches, cemeteries, public libraries: land of Indians not 
citizens, except property held by them by purchase; personal property 
of every householder up to $30(); and the property of all |)ersons, who by 
reason of infirmity, age, or poverty may, in the opinion of the assessor, be 
unable to contribute toward the public charg(^s. 

b. Assessment. — In general, thert^ is but one com- 
plete assessment roll for state^ county, and municipal 
taxes. The county is tlie unit, and the initial assess- 
ment is made by the county assessor. All property is 
to be assessed annually with reference to the first Mon- 
day in March at its true cash value, that is, the amount 
for whicli such pro|)erty would sell at a voluntary 
sale made in the ordinary course of business. No de- 
ductions from assessments are allowed on account of 
indebtedness. It is tlie duty of the assessor to re- 
quire each taxi)ayer, under a penalty of $20, to fur- 
nish a sworn list of his property, t)ut such list is not 
bindintj:; upon the assessor, but is merely to aid him in 
arriving at the items and true value of the property to 
be assessed. 

All shares in banks located in the state are assessed to tlie owners 
where tliey reside; nonresident stoc'k is assessed wheie the bank is 
located. 

Shareliolders in any domestic company whicli is taxed on its capital 
are not taxed individually for the stock. 

Wlien personal property is mortgaged or pledged, foi* pur-poses of taxa- 
tion it is deemed (he property of tlie person in i)ossession. In the case 
of land the mortgaged premises are to be assessed to the mortgagor', and 
the loan to the mortgagee. 

c. Equalization, — The board of equalization of the 
cotmty equalizes between individuals and corrects the 
assessment roll of the county. The county court is 
authorized to complete the equalization as to imlinished 
matters pending before the board at the time of ad- 
joiH'miKMit, and also to examine and correct the roll in 
genc^ral. 

Th(* slierifT as tax collector has power to remit any 
excess of taxes due to wrongful assessment, on affidavit 
by the ])erson aggrieved. 

2. Rdie - 

All regular tax(\s for the support of state govern- 
ment are apportioned among the several counties on 
the basis of tlie avcMage expenditure in the counties 
for the preceding live years. 

3. Collection — 

The amount of state tax a})[)ortioned to the county 
is to be levied and collected in tlie same manner as the 
county taxes, and the county is dc^btor to the state for 
this amount. One-half is to l)e paid over by the county 
treasurer by May 1 and the remainder, by Novem- 
ber 1. 



Collection is by the county sheriff. Taxes on real 
property from the day the warrant for collection is 
issued to the sheriff, and all taxes are to be paid on or 
before the first Monday of April following the levy, 
but if one-half is paid at that time the remainder 
need not be paid till the first Monday in October. 
For payment before March 15, a rebate of 3 per cent 
is allowed, and for delinquency a penalty of 10 per 
cent is charged, with interest at 12 per cent. Delin- 
quent taxes on personal property may be collected by 
the sherifl* by levy and sale, and those on real property, 
by sale of the property. 

II. Poll tax. 

A state poll tax is to be assessed on every male per- 
son between 21 and 50 years of age. The assessor 
must require every person to pay his poll taxes at the 
time of assessment, and in default to give a list of the 
delinquents to the sheriff, wdio is to collect by sale of 
personal property. Under the practical operation of 
the tax law^s of Oregon the proceeds of this tax accrues 
to the benefit of the county. 

III. Inheritance tax. 

There was no inheritance tax in Oregon in 1902. 

(In nX)3 a law taxing inheritances was enacted. The rate on din^ct 
heirs, wliich are the husband, wife, ancestors, linc^al issue, brt)t}iers and 
sisters, sons and daught(vr's-in-law, is 1 per cent on the excess of each 
sliare over' $5,000, estates below $10,(X)0 being exempt. On collateral 
heirs, uncles, aunts, nephews, nieces, and descendants, the rate is 2 per 
cent on tlie excess of each share over $2,(XX). Strangers, $.5(X) to $10,000, 
3 per cent; $10,0(X) to $20,000, 4 per cent; $20,000 to $50,000 or more, 
6 per cent.) 

IV. Corporation taxes. 

Corporations are taxed on their real estate and per- 
sonal property, in the same manner as individuals. 
The owner of stock in any company taxed on its 
capital is not to be taxed as an individual for his stock. 
(In 1903 afrancliise tax was imposed on both foreign 
and domestic corporations, graded from $10 to $200, 
according to capital stock.) 

The railroads are taxed on the valuation of their general property 
by the local assessors, '^i^olling stock" is apportioned among the 
several counties of tlu^ state in the ratio of tlic number of miles in the 
county to the total of miles in the state. Every county assessor is to 
place upon such rolling stock its tnie value and levy a tax upon the 
county's proportion. 

Foreign insurance comf)aTnes are to pay a tax of 2 per cent on the 
amount of gross receipts from [)usiness done in th(> state less losses paid. 
This tax is in lieu of all taxes on personal property and shares of stock of 
the company. Real property is to be listed, assessed, and taxed as that 
of individuals. 

V. Business taxes and licenses. 

Agents of foreign life insurance companies, per annum, $1(X); license 
U) eacli life insurance company, per annum, $100,* license to each fire 
itisiuance company, per amium, $50; license to each accident insurance 
company, per annum, |1(X) (the commissioner of insurance receives 40 
l)cr cent of these licenses); foreign insurance company, annual state- 
m<nit, $5: insurance solicitors, $5; salmon canneries (eight classes, 
according to number of cases packed), $100 to $450. 
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B. FEES. 

Secretary of state. — Certificate of deposit by foreign corporation, 
recording, S25; issuing license to life insurance agent, $10. 

Insurance commissioner. — Filing power of attorney by company, $5. 

Practice of medicine, examination, $10; pharmacists, examination, 
$5; assistant pharmacists, examination, $5; dentists, examination, $10; 
barbers, examination, $5; barbers, registration, $1. 

B. INCOME FROM PUBLIC PROPERTY. 

The state land board is authorized to sell all lands acquired by grant 
from the United States at not less than $1.25 per acre; swamp and over- 
flowed lands, $1 per acre; tidelands, held by state by virtue of sov- 
ereignty, at true value. (These prices were changed in 1903.) 

County Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. Tlie general property tax. 

1. Base— 

The property included and the methods of assess- 
ment and of equaUzation are the same for county 
taxation as for state. 

2. Rate— 

The county court or the board of commissioners 
levies the tax for county purposes, together with tlie 
amount of state and school tax required by law to be 
raised in the county for the year. 

3. CoUection— 

The collection for county taxes is the same as for 
state. 

II. Poll tax, 

a. General. — ^For county purposes a poll tax of $1 
is to be assessed upon every male inhabitant of the 
state between the ages of 21 and 50 years. Firemen 
are exempt. 

6. Road. — There is also a road poll tax of $3 per 
annum^ which may be paid in labor. 
Ill and IV. hiheritance tax and corporation taxes. 

There are no inheritance or special corporation taxes 
for the counties. 
V. Business taxes and licenses. 

Insurance brokers, quarterly, $15. The county court requires 
licenses from— keepers of billiard tables and ball alleys, per annum, $.50; 
dance houses, per month, $100; peddlers, per annum, $10 to $2(K); 
public shows, each performance, $10 to $500; ferries, per annum, $1 to 
$100; liquor licenses, general, per annum, $400; liquor licenses, malt 
liquors only, per annum, $200. 

Municipal Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general property tax. 
1. Base — 
The property included and the assessment and 
equalization thereof are in general the same as for 
state and county taxes. In preparing the tax rolls of 



the several counties after equalization by the board of 
equalization, it is the duty of the clerks of the county 
courts to compute the aggregate valuation in each of 
the incorporated towns or cities, and of each school 
I district. Town and school levies are made on this 
valuation. The council used to sit as a board of equali- 
zation to hear complaints in towns or cities, but this 
has been superseded in the new S3^stem. 

2. Rate— 

The rate is determined l)y the council of cities and 
towns wdiich lev}^ municipal taxes at the rate pre- 
scribed by their charter. In cities incorporated under 
the code it may not exceed 1 per cent of tlie assessed 
valuation. The individual taxes at tlds rate are then 
computed by the clerk of the county court. 

3. Collection — 

Collection is the same as for county taxes. 
11. Poll tax. 

There is a road district poll tax of $3, which may be 
paid in labor. 
Ill and IV. Infieritance tax cind corporation taxes. 

There are no inheritance or special corporation 
taxes for the municipalities. 
V. Business taxes and licenses. 

The common council in cities and towns has power 
to license, regulate, and control any lawful business, 
trade, occupation, profession, or calling. 

Liquor licenses may not be granted for a less sum than provided by 
the general laws of the state. (See under County revenues, V.) 

School Revenues. 

The irreducible school fund of the state is com- 
posed of the proceeds of (lie sales of tlie sixteenth and 
thirty-sixth sections of every townshi]) in the state; 
all property accruing to the state by esclieat or for- 
feiture; proceeds of the sale of tidelands or sand 
islands; all the proceeds of the sale of 500,000 acres of 
land granted to the state l)y (\)ngress; and certain 
other miscellaneous income. The interest of this 
fund, wliicli is to l)e loaned out, is to be apportioned 
among the counties in proportion to the number of 
children. The county superintendent distributes the 
county's share among the several school districts of his 
county. 

Each county of the state is to be divided into sciiool 
districts. The county courts of the several counties 
are required to levy, with other taxes, a tax of at least 
5 mills on the dollar for school purposes (amended in 
1903). This school tax is apportioned to tlie dis- 
tricts. The county courts are also re(| aired to include 
in the annual levy an amount siiflic^ient to maintain a 
county high school. 

The district meetings, legally called, have power to 

I levy a tax not to exceed o per cent on all assessed })rop- 

I erty. 
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Pennsylvania places the burden of taxation for 
state purposes almost wholly on corporations, leaving 
the property of individuals subject to taxation for local 
purposes only. Mortgages, bonds, and certain other 
classes of personal property, however, pay a state tax, 
but three-fourths of this tax is returned to the coun- 
ties to relieve the burden of local taxation. Thus the 
state system is kept separate from the local taxation. 
Corporations are taxed by state officers, except on 
their real estate, which is taxed locally, and uniformity 
is thus secured. Local taxation falls principally upon 
the real estate of individuals, also on horses and cattle, 
occupations, licenses, and certain corporate real 
estate, as that of manufacturing companies, but not 
that of railroads and other quasi public corporations. 

The bulk of the revenue derived from retail liquor 
licenses goes to the counties, townships, boroughs, and 
cities. 

There is a state inheritance tax on collateral inher- 
itances. There is also an established system of busi- 
ness taxes and licenses, and special state taxes are 
levied on writs, wills, deeds, and certain emoluments 
of public office. Capital stock of manufacturing cor- 
porations is exempt from taxation. 

In counties and municipalities all offices, posts of 
profit, professions, trades, and occupations, as well as 
single freemen following no calling, are assessed along 
with property, but there appears to be a tendency to 
change these taxes into a uniform poll tax, more espe- 
cially for school purposes. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 

ARTICLE IX. 

Sec. 1. All taxes shall be uniform upon the same class of subjects^ 
within the territorial limits of the authority levying the tax, and shall be 
levied and collected under general laws; but the legislative assembly 
may, by general laws, exempt from taxation public property used for 
public purposes, actual places of religious w^orship, places of burial not 
used or held for private or corporate profit, and institutions of purely 
public charity. 

Sec. 2. All laws exempting property from taxation, other than the 
property above enumerated, shall be void. 

Sec. 3. The power to tax corporations and corporate property shall 
not be surrendered ov s\ispended by any contract or grant to which the 
state shall be a party. 

Sec. 9. Any county, towiisliip, school district, or other municipality, 
incurring any indebtedness, shall, at or b(»fore the time of so doing, pro- 
vide for the collection of an annual tax sulhcient to pay the interest, and 
also the principal thereof, within thirty years. 

'This compilation is derived mainly froin the following sources: 

Brightlv's Purdon's Digest, 17()0 to 1894, 12th edition; compiled by 
Frank F. Brightly, esq.: Kay & Bro., Fhiladelptiia, 1894. 

Briglitly's Digest, 1893 to 1903; F. F. Brightly: Rees-Welsh Com- 
pany, Philadelphia, 1905. 

Pepper and Lewis's Digest, 1700 to 1894:G.\V. Pepper andWm.D. 
Lewis: Philadelphia, 1896. 

Pepper and Lewis's Digest Supplement, 1894 to 1897. 

Taxation in Pennsylvania, by Frank M. Eastman. 

Acts of the general assembly of Pennsylvania under which revenue 
is collected. Arranged by E. B. Hardenbergh, auditor-general: State 
Printer, 1904. 



article III. 



Sec. 1. The general assembly shall not pass any local or special law: 
Exempting property from taxation. 

OFFICERS. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are: 

(1) Township and borough assessors, elected for three years. 

(2) Assessors in counties with over 1,250,000 population, appointed 
by the county board of revision. The majority political party is to be 
represented to the extent of one-half the total number. One assessor 
from such party is to be assigned to each of the assessment districts of 
such county. 

(3) Assessors in cities of the second class, five residents, elected by the 
city council, for three years. 

(4) Assessors in cities of the third class, three residents, elected by the 
people by wards, for three years. 

(5) Board of revision of taxes in cities of the third class, five residents^ 
elected by the city council, for three years. 

(6) City treasurers in cities of the third class, elected. They are col- 
lectors of all city, school, and poor taxes of the city. 

(7) Collectors of state and county taxes, appointed by the commis- 
sioners of the county, for one or more wards in cities of the third class. 

(8) Collectors for cities, townships, and boroughs, elected generally 
for a term of three years. 

(9) Board of revision in counties, composed of the county commis- 
sioners. This board acts as a board of equalization. In Philadel- 
phia the court of common pleas appoints three persons who constitute a 
board of revision. 

(10) State board of revenue commissioners, composed of the auditor- 
general, state treasurer, and secretary of the commonwealth. 

State Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general property tax, 
1. Base — 

a. The property included and exempt — Property 
subject to this tax for state purposes is limited to cer- 
tain classes of intangible personalty and vehicles for 
hire. 

' ' Intangible personalty ' ' includes all mortgages, all money owing by 
solvent debtors, all articles of agreement, and accounts bearing interest; 
all public loans except those of the state or of the United States; all 
loans issued by or shares of stock in any bank, corporation, or company, 
including car trust securities, bonds, or other evidence of indebtedness, 
except shares of stock in any company liable to the capital stock 
tax; all moneys loaned or invested outside the state; all other moneyed 
capital in the hands of individual citizens of the state; and all annui- 
ties yielding annually over 1200. Bank notes and notes discounted or 
negotiated by any banking institution; building and loan associations; 
pleasure carriages; and horses, mules, and cattle are exempt. 

Under "vehicles" are included all stages, omnibuses, hacks, cabs, 
and other vehicles used for transporting passengers for hire, except 
steam and street cars. 

b. Assessment. — The assessment is made by the local 
assessors of the several townships, boroughs, and cities 
of the respective counties. Sworn lists are to be made 
by the taxpayers of the different classes of personal 
property subject to the state tax. False returns are 
punisliable by a fine of $500 and imprisonment not ex- 
ceeding seven years, while 50 per cent is added for 
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refusal to make return. The recorder of deeds and 
mortgages is to keep a daily record of every mortgage 
or agreement given to secure the payment of money 
and file the same with the board of revision of taxes 
(county commissioners). The prothonotary or clerk 
of the court of common pleas in each county is to keep 
records of judgments^ bills, bonds, etc., entered in his 
office, and file the same with the board of revision. 
Mortgages and judgments held by nonresidents are to 
be certified to the proper county. Statements of these 
securities are in turn to be furnished the assessors and 
compared with returns. 

Railroads and other transportation and transmission companies are 
assessed for state purposes only on such property as is not essential to 
operation or the exercise of their franchise. They are exempt from all 
local taxation on such property as is essential to operation, such as 
railroad tracks, rolling stock, stations, telegraph lines, etc., except rail- 
road property in Philadelphia and Pittsburg. The tax on capital stock 
exempts them from taxes on personal securities. Transportation com- 
panies are thus taxed under the general corporation taxation and pay 
little in the way of state or local taxes on property. They are taxed 
principally on capital stock, gross receipts, and domestic-held bonds, 
and by the bonus on charters, 

c. Equalization. — The board of revision corrects 
and equalizes the assessments made by each assessor 
in the county upon mortgages, credits, stocks, loans, 
investments, etc., as well as other property taxable 
for county purposes. 

The board of revenue commissioners equalizes the 
assessments of taxes for the use of the state among the 
several cities and counties in proportion to actual 
value, and any county considering itself aggrieved by 
increase in valuation of personal property liable to 
state tax and the quota of tax due may appeal to the 
court of common pleas of Dauphin county. 

2. Rate— 

The rate of the personal property tax for state pur- 
poses is 4 mills on the dollar. 

3. Collection — 

Collection is to be made by the collectors of the 
several counties and cities. Counties are responsible 
for collection and settlement is to be completed with 
the state treasurer by the second Monday of Novem- 
ber, or in default thereof 10 per cent penalty is added 
to taxes remaining unpaid. The city and county 
treasurers are permitted to retain their commissions 
for collection. Three-fourths of the net amount of 
tax is to be returned by the state treasurer to the 
counties for their own use in payment of expenses 
incurred in assessment and collection. 

II. Poll tax. 

There is no state poll tax. 

III. Inheritance tax. 

All estates situated within the state, real or per- 
sonal, whether the decedent be domiciled within or 
without the state, and estates situated without the 
state when the decedent is domiciled within the state, 
passing by will, descent, or transfer made in contem- 



plation of death, other than to the father, mother, 

husband, wife, children, and lineal descendants, or the 

wife or widow of a son, are subject to a tax of $5 on 

every $100 of clear value, for the use of the state. 

Estates of less value than $250 are not subject to the 

tax. 

IV. Corporation taxes. 

Corporations are subject to both state and local 
taxation. 

The local taxation of a corporation is like that of an 
individual and includes taxes on tangible property. 
Public service companies, however, are exempt, not by 
statute, but by judicial decision, from local taxation 
on property used in their business, except that by 
statute the real estate of railroads is subject to local 
taxation in Philadelphia and Pittsburg. Public serv- 
ice companies include railroad, canal, and telegraph 
companies, natural and artificial gas companies, elec- 
tric light companies, street railway companies, etc. 
(Eastman, Private Corporations in Pa., 3655.) 

Manufacturing companies, except those manufac- 
turing liquors, are exempted from taxation. 

Aside from the bonus on charters, paid once only at 
the time of beginning business or increasing stock, all 
pubhc service corporations, and a number of others, 
pay in general three taxes to the state : (a) On capital 
stock, 5 mills; (b) on the interest paid on loans, 4 mills; 
(c) on the gross earnings, 8 mills. 

The exceptions are set forth in detail below : 

Bonus on charters. — Except building and loan associations and cor- 
porations of the first class, every domestic corporation is to pay to the 
state treasurer at the time of beginning business or increasing stock, 
for the privileges conferred in its charter, a bonus of one-third of 1 per 
cent upon the authorized amount of its capital stock; and the charter 
is forfeited for nonpayment of such bonus. 

Foreign corporations, except insurance companies, are subject to the 
same conditions and bonus upon their capital employed wholly within 
the state. 

Tax. on capital stock. — The ordinary tax imposed by the state upon 
corporations is that upon capital stock. Every corporation, joint-stock 
association, or company having capital stocky and every foreign corpo- 
ration, except banks, savings institutions, and foreign insurance com- 
panies, are required to pay an annual tax of 5 mills on each dollar of 
capital stock. The assessment is made on the basis of reports which 
give an estimate of the value, which is to be not less than the average 
price for which the stock was sold and not less than the value indicated 
by the net earnings. The auditor-general and the state treasurer may 
revise this valuation. The corporations are not required to pay any 
further tax upon mortgages, bonds, and other securities owned by them 
in their own right, but the value of real estate taxed locally is not to 
be deducted. The tax on capital stock does not apply to tluit of manu- 
facturing companies used in the state, except brewing and distilling 
companies and such as exercise the right of eminent domain. Foreign 
corporations are taxed only on the portion of capital stock employed in 
the state, and the same is true of domestic corpor-ations. Fixed capital 
employed in business outside the state is deducted. The tax on capital 
stock is thus a tax on the company's property and assets, together with 
tlic franchises, privileges, good will, and earning capacity. 

The tax on fire and marine insurance companies is at the rate of 3 mills 
on each dollar of actual value of tlie whole capital stock. 

A tax of 4 mills on the dollar of actual value is imposed on shares of 
every bank and savings institution incorporated under the laws of the 
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state or of the United States. The shares are assessed by the auditor- 
general by adding together the amount of stoek paid in, the surptus, 
and undivided profits, on the basis of reports by the bank. The bank is 
to pay within forty days, under 50 per cent penalty. Banks paying by 
the 1st of March are exempt from local taxation on their sliares and 
capital and profit not invested in real testate. The bank lias the op- 
tion of collecting 10 mills on the par value of all its siiai-es from the 
shareholders and paying the same in lieu of local taxation, except on 
real estate. 

All ''full paid, prepaid, or fully matured '' stock in any building and 
loan association upon which casli dividends are paid are required to 
pay a state tax equal to that on moneys at interest l)y the tax laws of 
the state, viz, 4 mills on the dollar. Such tax is to he deducted from 
the cash dividend or interest and paid to the ti-easurer of tlie state. 

Distilling companies are subject to a state tax of U) mills upon 
each dollar of the actual value of the whoh^ capital stock. The auditor- 
general assesses the value upon re{)orts by the corporation. 

Tax on receipts .^EYcry railroad, pipe -line, conduit, steamboat, 
canal slack water transportation, street car, telephoruv, telegraph, ex- 
press, electric liglit, and car company is required to pay a tax of 8 mills 
on the dollar of gross receipts from business in the state. The tax is to 
be paid semiannually ui)on the last days of January and July. There is 
a penalty of 10 per cent foi' neglect to make n^tiuri and pay the tax. 

Private bankers or brokers pay 1 per cent on gross earnings. Sav- 
ings institutions and corporations not subject to tax on their capital 
stock or gross premiums are subject to a tax of 3 per cent on their net 
earnings or income?. 

Domestic insurance* companies pay a tax of 8 mills upon the gross 
premiums and assessments received from business tr-ansacted within 
the state, excerpt companies doing business on the mutual plan with- 
out capital stock or reserve. The companies are to make semiannual 
reports and pay tlie taxes on the last days of January and Jidy. 

P^oreign insvn'anee companies pay »n amuial tax of 2 per cent on 
gross premiums received from business in the state. 

Tax on corporate loans.— The treasurer of eveiy corporation is to 
deducjt from interest payable on any scrip, bond, or other indebtedness 
of the corporation due to residents of Pennsylvania a stat(^ tax of 4 mills 
on the dollar of such debts. 

This tax is laid on the bonds of all corporations, public oi' private, 
excepting banks, savings institutions, and foreign insmance companies, 
and including counties and cities. 

The tax is not on the corporation or its property, but on tlie indi- 
vidual citizen of the state who holds the bonds. The C()ri)oration is 
chargesible only as collector. The tax was formerly laid on all bond- 
holders, foreign and domestic, but was held unconstitutional as to for- 
eign bondholders in the case of State Tax on Foreign-Held lionds. 

V, Ilusiness taxes and licenses. 

Tlie following business taxes and licenses are annual 
unless otherwise specified. 

Dealers and vendors -Retail dealers and vendors, $2 and also 1 mill 
additional of the w!iol(> volume, gross, of business transacted annually; 
wholesale dealers and Acndors, $3 and J mill additional on gross busi^ 
ness: dealers and vendors at exchanges and boards of trade, 2o cents 
on each $1,000 gross sal(\s, Kest an rants and eating houses— first class^ 
annual sales over $20,000, $200; second class, annual sales $15,(XX) to 
$20,000, 1125; third class, annual sales $10,(K)0 to $15,000, $75; fourth 
class, annual sales $5,000 to S10,()(K), $30; fifth class, annual sales 
$3,000 to $5,000, $20; sixtli class, annual sales $2,(XK) to $5,0(X), $12; 
seventh class, annual sales $l,tXX) to $2,(KK), $10; eighth class, annual 
sales $5(X) to $1,000, $5; feme sole boarding house keepers, under 
$2,(XX) exempt. Brokers' and auctioneers' annual license fees— all 
stock, exchange, bill, real estate, and merchandise brokers and auc- 
tioneers are letiuired to take out an annual license l)efore they engage 
in business. For such license they pay, if a resident of Philadelphia 
county, $100; Allegheny county, $50; any other county, $25. Brokers 
and auction(^ers—in addition to the license fees called for by the pre- 
ceding section, license taxes are collected annually, as follows: Mer- 
chandise and real estate brokers and auctioneers are required to pay 



for the use of the state upon their annual receipts from commissions, 
discounts, etc., a license tax of 3 per cent. Stock brokers, bill brokers, 
exchange brokers, and private bankers pay upon gross receipts from 
commissions a license tax of 1 per cent. Tli&aters and museums- 
cities, first class, $500; cities, second class, $4(X); cities, third class, $75; 
boroughs and townships. $30; circuses and menageries (no exemption 
from city or borough license), $1,(X)0- Wholesale liquor dealers- 
cities, first and second classes, $1,0(X); cities, tliird class, $500; bor- 
oughs, $200; townships, $100. Rectifiers, compounders, storekeepers, 
and agents— cities, first and second classes, $1,0(X); cities, third class, 
$5(X); bo]-oughs,$200; townships, $100. Licenses are collected by the 
county treasurer and paid over to the state, as follows: Retail liquor 
dealers (for state in addition to local licenses) —cities, first and second 
classes, $100; other cities, $50; boroughs, $50; townships, $25. Distill- 
ers --production less than 50 barrels, $100; 50 to KX) barrels, $200; 
100 to 2(X) barrels, $250; 200 to 3(X) barrels, $300; 300 to 400 barrels, 
$400; 400 to 500 barrels, $500; 500 to 3,000 barrels, $1,(XX1; 3,000 to 
5,(XX) barrels, $1,250; 5,000 to 10,000 barrels, $1,500; 10,000 to 20,000 
barrels, $1,750; 20,000 barrels, $2,000; all new distilleries and brew- 
eries, first year, $1,000. Bottlers— cities, first and second classes, 
$.5(X); cities, third class, $350; boroughs, $250; townships, $125. Brew- 
ers brewers, $1,000; they are to sell only to licensed dealers; and the 
following wholesale licenses: Production, less than 1,(XX) barrels, $2.50; 
l,tX30 to 2,0(X) barrels, $300; 2,000 to 3,000 barrels, $400; 3,000 to 
5,000 barrels, $500: 5,000 to 10,0(X) barrels, $750; 10,0(X3 to 20,000 
barrels, $1,(XX); 20,CXX) to 30,000 barrels, $1,2.50; 30,000 to 40,000 bar- 
rels, $1,5(X); 40,000 to 50,0(X) barrels, $1,750; 50,000 to 60,000 barrels, 
$2,(XX); 60,000 to 70,000 barrels, $2,2,50; 70,000 to 80,{XX) barrels, 
$2,.5(X); 80,000 to 90,000 barrels, $2,750; 90,0(X) to 100,0(X) barrels, 
$3,000; 100,0(X) to 1.50,000 barrels, $4,000: 150,000 to 200,0(X) barrels, 
$4,500; 2(X),000 to .3(X),(XX) barrels, $5, (XX); over 300,000 barrels, $6, OCX). 
Manufacturers, dealers, and users of oleomargarine and renovated but- 
ter—manufacturers, $1,0(X); wholesale dealers, $500; retail dealers, 
$100; restaurant keepers and hotel proprietors, $50; boarding house 
keepers, $10. Hawkers and peddlers— retail peddlers, on foot, $8; 
with one horse and wagon, $16; with two hofses and wagon, $25; 
wholesale peddlers, with one horse and wagon, $40; with two horses 
and wagon, $.50. Retail licenses authorize to do business within the 
county where issued; wholesale licenses authorize to do business in 
any part of the state. Billiard rooms, saloons, bowling alleys, and 
tenpin alleys, $30 for first billiard table, bowling and tenpin alley, 
and $10 for each additional taf)le or alley. Manufacture and sale of 
commercial fertilizers— 100 tons or less, $15 for each brand; 100 to 
5(X) tons, $20 for each brand; aX) tons or more, $30 for each brand. 

B. FEES. 

By secretary of the commonwealth. — Filing papers creating corpora- 
tion, $25; filing increase or decrease, capital stock, $25; filing articles of 
association, railroads, $50; filing agreements of merger and consohda- 
tion, $50; amendments to charter, $10; instrument incorporating 
liank, per $1,000 capital, 10 cents; instrument incorporating compa- 
nies, $25; prothonotary writ of error or appeal entered by the supreme 
court, to be paid by the losing party, $3.50; original writs in common 
pleas, 50 cents; transcript of judgment of justice of peace, 25 cents. 

By register of wills.— Probate of w411s or letters of administration, 50 
cents. 

By recorder of deeds.— Recording deeds and mortgages, 50 cents; 
commissions of inferior officers of cities and counties, clerks of court, 
health officers, notaries, recorders, etc., $10. 

County Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

1. The general property tax. 
1. Base— 
a. The property included and ^x^mp^.— Property 
subject to and exempt from taxation for county pur- 
poses is as follows : 
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(1) Real estate, including all houses, lands, lots of ground of all 
descriptions, furnaces, forges, bloomeries, distilleries, sugarhouses, 
malthouses, breweries, tanyards, and ferries. 

(2) The following personal property, viz: All horses, mares, geldings, 
and cattle above the age of four years. Mortgages, judgments, and 
articles of agreement given by corporations for the sale of real estate. 

(3) In addition to" public property, churches, cemeteries, hospitals, 
colleges, and institutions of learning, benevolence, or charity, public 
libraries, and endowments thereof, are exempt. Mortgages, judgments, 
and moneys owing upon articles of agreement for the sale of real estate, 
except those of corporations, are exempt from all taxation except for 
state purposes. 

h. Assessment, — The county assessment is made 
triennially (1897, 1900) by the assessors of the respec- 
tive townships, wards, and districts. The assessment 
is to be made betw^een the second Monday of Septem- 
ber and the 31st day of December, and refers to the 
second Monday in September. Property is to be as- 
sessed at its actual vahie, being the price for which it 
would sell. The list is made by the assessors, and no 
statement of valuation is required of the taxpayer. 
Timber lands are assessed separately from cleared 
lands. No reduction from real estate is made for any 
ground rent, dower, or mortgage. 

Failure to make return renders the taxpayer liable 
to an increase of 50 per cent. False return is punish- 
able by a fine of $500, or imprisonment not exceeding 
seven yean">. 

All offices ar d posts of profit, professions, trades, and occupations, 
and all single freeiMcn above the age of 21 years who do not follow any 
occupation or calling, are to be assessed by the assessors of the several 
counties along with real esLi'te and personal property. 

All unseated lands — that is, lands lacking either residence or cultiva- 
tion — are to be assessed in the same Uianner as other property. Hold- 
ers of such lands are to make returns to ti^e commissioners of the county 
under penalty of quadruple the tax. 

Seated lands are to be assessed where the mai^sion house is situated. 

c. Equalizat'um. — The board of revision equalizes 
the valuation of property in the county, and they ma}-^ 
raise the wdiole of the valuation. 

An appeal lies to the commissioners of the count}^ by 
the taxpayer from the sum for wiiich he stands rated 
and the rate per cent of such amount. Freeholders 
may appeal from the commissioners to the court of 
common pleas for the district where the property is 
situated. The county commissioners supervise tlie tri- 
ennial assessment and may raise or reduce valuations 
only in such y^ear. 
2. Rate-- 

The coimty commissioners apportion taxes among 
the Avards, townships, and districts accorduig to the 
valuation of taxable property and other subjects of 
taxation. The tax is not to exceed 1 cent on every 
dollar of valuation. 

The rate for any office or post of profit, profession, 
trade, or occupation, or on any single freeman who 
follows no occupation, is to be lowered in due propor- 
tion as the tax on property is lower than 1 cent on the 
dollar. 



3. Collection — 
State, county, borough, and township taxes are col- 
lected by the local tax collectors of the boroughs and 
townships, who are compensated b}^ commissions. 
On receipt of the tax duplicate the collector gives 
notice, and all persons wlio make payment wdthin 
sixty days are entitled to a reduction of 5 per cent. 
Warrants for collection are in eiTect two years. Col- 
lectors have power to levy by distress and sale of chat- 
tels, and if necessary to confine the dehnquent in jail. 
Lands may be sold for county and township taxes two 
3^ears due. Taxes on unseated lands are to be paid 
within a year. All taxes, county, township, poor, 
school, or municipal (except in cities of the first and 
second classes) are a lien on real estate from the date 
of levy for three years, and, if recorded, for five years. 

Kefund of state tax on personalty. — Three-fourths of the state tax on 
personalty is refunded to the counties where collected. 

II and III. Poll tax and inheritarwe tax. 

There are no county ])oll or inheritance taxes. 

IV. Corporation taxes. 

Bomis received by the state from foreign railway cor- 
porations is to be paid to the counties in which the 
lines are located in proportion to the assessed valuation 
of real estate in the counties. (By virtue of the pay- 
ment of the bonus the railroad is relieved from local 
taxation on its property.) 

V. Business taxes and licenses. 

An annual dog tax to be fixed by the county commissioners, not to 
exceed the following rates per annum: Male dog, 12; female dog, $4; 
spayed female dog, $2. Detectives, annual license, $25. 

Counties receive $H)0 from each of municipal licenses on retail liquor 
dealers, and one-fifth of eacli townshi}> or boj-ough license. 

MuxiciPAL Kevenxjes. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general pro pert)/ tax. 
1. Base- 

a. The property included and exempt. — In the vari- 
ous nuinicipal divisions the property included and 
exempt is, in the main, the same as for county taxa- 
tion. 

The cities of Philadelphia and Pittsburg Imve special systems for 
local taxation on the pi()j)erty subject to county and municipal taxes. 
In addition, by city ordinances, the offices, depots, car Jiouses, and 
other real propeily, except the superstructure of the roads and water 
stations, of railroad corporations situated in these cities is subject to 
taxation for nnmicipal purposes. Pittsburg, also, is authorized to 
tax the property subject to taxation for state purposes. 

b. Assessment. — In townships and l)oroughs the as- 
sessment is the same as that for county purposes. In 
cities of the first class (tliose with a population of 
600, OOO or over) the assessment is made annually by 
the assessors of the districts into which counties of 
1,250,000 population are divided. In cities of the sec- 



780 



WEALTH, DEBT, AND TAXATION. 



ond class (those with a population of from 100,000 to 
600,000) the assessment is made by the city board of 
assessors, who take as a basis the last preceding assess- 
ment, and revise, equalize, and alter it. Real estate 
is to be classified as built up, rural, agricultural, and 
untillable land. The assessment is made triennially. 
In cities of the third class (those with a population 
less than 100,000) the city board of assessors make 
the assessment during the year of the triennial assess- 
ment for county purposes. 

c. Equalization. — In townships and boroughs, the 
assessment is equalized by the county commissioners; 
in cities of the first class by the board of revision; in 
cities of the second class by the board of assessors ; and 
in cities of the third class by the board of revision. 
From any of these an appeal lies to the county court 
of common pleas. 

2. Rate— 

Supervisors of townships may levy an annual tax 
not exceeding 1 cent on the dollar for township pur- 
poses. Road supervisors may levy a like tax of not 
more than 10 mills on the dollar for the construction 
and maintenance of roads and highways, and over- 
seers of the poor may also levy a tax of 1 cent on the 
dollar. 

Every borough has the power to levy and collect a 
tax of not exceeding 1 cent on the dollar. 

In cities the councils fix the rate of municipal taxa- 
tion, but in cities of the third class the rate for gen- 
eral purposes is limited to 10 mills on the dollar. 

In cities of the second class the rate on agricultural, 
farm or untillable land is to be one-half the highest 
rate of tax for the current year; upon rural and sub- 
urban it is to be two-thirds, while upon built-up prop- 
erty the tax is to be at the highest rate levied. 

3. Collection — 

In townships and boroughs the collection is the same 
as for county taxes, except that a taxable is allowed 
to pay not less than one-fourth or more than one-half 
of the road tax by labor on the highways. 

City collectors are vested with the same powers as 
the collectors of state and county taxes. 

There are certain special provisions as to liens and 
methods of collection. 

11. Poll tax. 

In cities of the second and third classes a tax of $1 



upon each resident may be levied in lieu of the former 
taxes on trades, professions, and occupations. 

In townships upon every taxable the supervisors may 
levy $1, one-half at least to be paid in money and the 
balance in work. 

III. Inheritance tax. 

There is no municipal inheritance tax. 

IV. Corporation taxes. 

One-half of the net amount received from the 2 per 
cent tax upon premiums of foreign fire insurance com- 
panies is to be paid to the several cities and boroughs. 

V. Business taxes and licenses. 

Cities of the first and second classes are authorized 
to issue licenses for pawnbrokers, omnibuses, and 
other vehicles, including street cars; for the sale of 
petroleum and gunpowder, for lodging houses, vendors, 
and sundry other minor occupations. 

Cities of the third class are authorized to levy and 
collect for general revenue purposes a license tax not 
exceeding $100 annually on various occupations and 
lines of business and amusements. 

Every city is authorized to tax dogs. 

Transient retail merchants selling at bankrupt sales, etc., are required 
to take out a license. The amount is to be fixed by the authorities of 
the city, borough^ or township, between $25 and $200 per month, to be 
paid to the local school fund. 

Retail liquor dealers' licenses for one year are as follows: Cities, first 
and second classes ($100 of this goes to county), $1,000; cities, third 
class, $500; other cities, $300; boroughs, $150; townships (roads and 
schools, one-fifth goes to county), $75. 

Pittsburg may tax sales of merchandise at the rate of 5 mills on the 
dollar and an annual business tax of one-third of 1 mill on the dollar on 
the average quarterly business of commission merchants, brokers, banks 
insurance agencies, express companies, and telegraph companies. 

School Revenues. 

State appropriations are distributed to districts, one- 
third on the basis of the number of teachers paid, one- 
third according to the number of children of school age, 
and one-third according to the number of taxpayers. 

The school directors of any district are to fix the 
amount of tax necessary for the district not exceeding 
the amount of state and county taxes, on all objects, 
persons, and property taxable for state or county pur- 
poses. The tax on trades, professions, and occupa- 
tions, or on single freemen is not to be less than $1. A 
poll tax may be levied in lieu of the occupation tax for 
school purposes. 



RHODE ISLAND.! 



Taxation in Rhode Island is almost entirely a matter 
of local administration in the towns. State taxes are 
apportioned among the towns on the basis of a fixed 
A^aliiation revised from time to time*, but at long inter- 
vals, l)y the general assembly. Save for certain gen- 



iThis compilation is derived raainl}^ from the (r(Micral Laws of the 
State of Hhode Island, in effect February 1, \X\){\, published by author- 
ity of the general assembly: Providence, K. 1., 189G. 



eral legislation designed to bring about uniformity 
between individuals, the state can not be said to exer- 
cise any supervision over the manner in which its reve- 
nues are raised. 

The main dependence is upon the general property 
tax, but there are some special corporation taxes on tele- 
graph, telephone, express, and street railroad com- 
panies, savings banks, and insurance companies, and 
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gas and electric light companies shared between the 
state and the municipalities. 

The counties are merely judicial districts and have 
no independent treasuries or revenues. 

There are a few license taxes reserved for the state, 
and some in which both the state and the towns partic- 
ipate ; but in the main licenses are locally administered. 
The state receives one-fourth of the liquor licenses. 

There is a local poll tax of SI in lieu of other taxes 
upon persons whose other taxes do not amount to $1. 
There is no inheritance tax. 

CONSTH U TIOXA L PROVISIONS. 

ARTKLE !V. 

Sec. 15. The general assetubl}- sliall from time to time provide for 
making new valuations of property for the assessment of taxes in such 
manner as they deem best. 

AMENDMENT VII. 

Sec. 2. The assessors of each town and city shall annually assess upon 
every person, who, if registered, w^ould be qualified to vote, a tax of one 
dollar or such sum as with his other taxes shall amount to one dollar, 
which tax shall be paid into the treasury of the town or city to be applied 
to the support of public schools therein. 

OFFICERS. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are : 

(1) Town assessors, not less than three nor more than seven, elected 
annually at the town election. 

(2) Collectors of taxes, elected annually at the town election. They 
are paid a commission of 5 per cent for collecting unless they agree with 
the towns for less. 

(3) General treasurer of the state, elected every year. 

State Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general property fax, 
1. Base — 
a. The property included and exempt. — All real prop- 
erty in the state and all personal property belonging 
to the inhabitants thereof is liable to taxation unless 
otherwise specially provided. 

(1) '' Real estate," for the purposes of taxation and assessment, in- 
cludes all land, buildings on leased land, the leases whereof are in writ- 
ing and recorded; gearing or fixtures w^hen owned by the^ owner of the 
realty to which they are attaclied. The mortgagor is deemed the owner 
of luortgaged real estate so long as he is in possession. 

(2) *'l\M'sonal property," for the purposes of taxation, includes all 
goods, chattels, and debts due from solvent persons, money and effects, 
wherever they may l)e; all vessels at home or abroad; all public stocks 
and securities not specially exempt; all shares in any bank, turnpike, 
bridge, or oth(^r corporation within or without this state, (\xcept such as 
are exempt from taxation by tlie laws of this state. 

No shareholder is liable to taxation for shares hehl in any corporation 
witliin the state which in its corporate capacity is taxed within the state 
for an amount erpial to the A'alue of its property; nor for shares in any 
corporation without the state which is so hable to taxation, or the 
shares of whicli are taxed in the state of charter. 

(3) Exemptions are; All public property, except the estates of alms- 
houses belonging to the towns, which are subject to taxation for school 



purposes, and town and city property, wliieh may be included in state 
valuations; churches; pioperty held for educational or charitable insti- 
tutions; the estates and persons of the president and professors of 
Brown University and ttuMr families up to $10,(XX) per officer; property 
exempted by charter or legislativ e contract ; cemeteries; public libraries; 
property held for the use of homes or hospitals for the helpless or for 
public education ; estates of persons who in tlie judgment of the assessors 
are unable to pay; land worth not more tlian $25 per acre planted in 
certain kinds of trees for fifteen years from tlie time the trees reach 4 feet 
in height; manufacturing property by vot(^ of towns U)v t(*n years, 

Actiuil indebtedness is deducted from the |)ersonal [)roperty lial)le to 
taxation. 

h. Assessment. — The assessnicJit or valiuition of 
property in tlie towns for the apportionuient of state 
taxes is made by the general assembly at long and 
irregular intervals. But each town's share so fixed is 
raised by a levy u])on the assessed valuations uuide 
each year by the town assessors, and is the same as that 
upon which all property taxes are levied. There does 
not appear to be any uniform date to which the assess- 
ment or valuation refers^ each town being at liberty to 
determine for itself when the assessment shall be made. 
The figures relating to the valuations are not therefore 
synchronous and can not be made so. 

All property liable to taxation is to be assessed at its 
full and fair cash value by the assessoj-s. Every per- 
son and corporation is required to bring in a sworn list 
of his property, specifying the value, whicli value is not, 
however, binding on the assessor. Whoever neglects 
to bring in a sworn list has no remedy if overtaxed. 

Power machinery, live stock, and farming tools are 
taxed always where located, and other personal prop- 
erty is taxed at the owner's domicile, if resident in 
the state; if not, in the town where it is located. 
Residents are not to be assessed on property taxed 
in another state. 

Shares in national banks held by nonresidents are taxed in the town in 
which the bank is located. Such taxes are a lien on the shares. 

Stockholders in domestic corporal ions are taxed only for the difference 
between the casli market value of each share and the proportionate 
amount per share at whicfi its real estate and machinery were last 
assessed.. 

Vessels engaged in for(>ign commerce may be assessed on their net 
profits. A tax of 1 per cent is then levied in lieu of other taxation. 

The statutes prescribe a fixed valuation for the several towns, wliich is 
to l)e the basis of the state tax at the rate fixed. 

c. Egualization. --There is no provision for ecjuali- 
zation strictly so called, but any person aggrievcHl by 
assessment may petition the supreme court for rc^Hef. 
This petition , liowever, does not stay })r()ceedings 
for collecting the taxes. 
2. Rate-- 

There is a fixed rate of 18 cents on eacli $100 of the 
ratable property of the several towns, wliich is to be 
assessed annually, collected, and paid by them to the 
general treasurer. 

Whenever the general assembly orders a further 
state tax to be levied on inhal)itants or ratal)le estates, 
the secretary of state is forthwith to send a certified 
copy of the act to tlie town clerk of each town, who 
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are to notify the assessors to assess their town's pro- 
portion in the same manner as for town taxes . 
3. Collection— 

In general, all taxes, state and local, upon property 
are collected by the town collectors. The taxes at 
the rate fixed for the state are to be paid by the several 
towns, one-half before June 15 and one-lialf before 
December 15. The general treasurer issues his war- 
rant for collection of state taxes to th(^ town collectors. 
The towms and their officers are liable tt) the state for 
the tax. Execution may be levied on the property of 
the towns or inhabitants thereof. 

Taxes assessed for either personal or real estate are a 
lien on the real estate in the town. The collector 
may distrain personal property. 

II and III. Poll tax and inheritance tax. 

There are no state ])()11 or inheritance taxes. 

IV. (Jorporation taxes. 

Most corporations are taxed under the general prop- 
erty tax as individuals. There is no special provision 
for the taxation of railroads in particular or corpora- 
tions in general, except that they are not assessed on 
intangible personalty, which is deemed to be repre- 
sented by the corporate stock which is taxable to 
individuals. 

Telegraph and telephone companies are taxed 1 per cent on their 
gross receipts derived from business transacted witliin the state. This 
is in lieu of all other taxes upon its lines and personal estate used in the 
business. 

Express companies are required to pay a similar tax. These taxes are 
to be paid on or before August 1, and may be collected by execution 
against property. 

Savings banks on or before August 1, pay to tlie state 40 cents on 
each $100 of deposits, and on each $100 of reserved profits. 

Trust companies incorporated in Rhode Island pay a similar tax on 
deposits of '* participating " accounts. 

Insurance companies of the state are to pay 2 per cent of the gross pre- 
miums and assessments on property insured in the state or on property 
in otlier states wliere such premiums are not taxed. 

FoHMgn insurance companies' agents, and those of foreign surety 
companies arc required to pay a tax of 2 per cent on the amount of pre- 
miums and assessments received in the state. 

Foreign building and loan associations pay one-fourth of 1 per cent on 
capital actually jiaid in from residents, with certain deductions for loans, 
etc. 

Street railway companies pay 1 per cent on the gross earnings and if 
the dividends exceed S per cent, the amount of such excess. 

V. Business tdxes and licenses. 

The state receives one-fourth of the liquor licenses 
collected by the towns and cities; one-half of the pro- 
ceeds of town and city licenses on shows, exhibitions, 
bowling alleys, billiard and shooting galleries; and 
seven-cMghths of the duties on auction sales, which are 
one-tenth of 1 per cent of the pn)])erty sold. 

Itinerant vendors, state license, per annum, 125: hawkers and ped- 
dlers, by general treasurer — jewelry, whole state, per annum, |2(X); 
Providence county, per annum, $100; other co\mties, per annum, $50; 
other merchandise — wliole state, per annum, $(M); whole state, quarterly, 
$15; Providence covmty, per amunn, $30; (}uarterly, $10; patented 
articles, per annum, $50. 



B. FEES. 

The sod^etary of state. ^Incorporation fees, certificates, general, $1 : 
incorporation fees, special tax, $100; corporations other than for busi- 
ness, $5; also one-tenth of 1 per cent on capital stock above $HK),(X)0; 
increase capital stock, one-tenth of 1 per cent; civil conunission, $2; 
examination of foreign building and loan associations by insurance 
commissioner, $50; practice of medicine, examination, $10; certificate, 
$2; pharmacists, examination, $10; dentists, examination, $25; cer- 
tificate, $2; peddlers' license, $1; analysis of commercial fertilizers 
(compulsory), $6; foreign insurance and surety companies — filing copy 
of charter, $30; hling annual statement, $20; agent's certificate, annual, 
$2. Analysis fee to be paid for all manufacturers, agents, and sellers of 
any brand of commercial fertilizer used in the state, a fee of $6 for 
each ingredient said to be contained in an^^ hrand of such fertilizer. 

County Revenues. 

The counties are merely judicial districts and have no 
independent treasury or revenues. 

MuNiciPAE Revenues, 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general property tax. 

L Base — 
The property included and the assessment and equal- 
ization thereof are in general the same as have already 
been described under state taxes. 

2. Rate— 

Those electors of any tow^n who pay a tax on at least 
$134 worth of property may^ by vote, levy a tax for the 
purposes authorized by law on the ratable property of 
the town, either of a certain sum or at a certain per- 
centage on the valuation, and may order the time when 
the tax is to be assessed and when paid. The rate may 
not exceed 1 per cent except for debt charges or to 
repair damages caused by the elements. 

3. Collection — 

Collection is made by the town collectors upon war- 
rant of the town treasurer. 

II. Poll tax. 

Every person qualified to vote is to be assessed, at 
the annual assessment of town or city taxes, a tax of $1 , 
or so much thereof as with his other taxes shall amount 
to $1. In case of nonpayment the delinquent may be 
committed to jail, there to remain until he pays the tax 
and all legal costs. 

III. Inheritance tax. 

There is no inheritance tax. 

IV. Corporation taxes. 

For general provisions relating to taxation of cor- 
l)()rations in Rhode Island, see State revenue. Public 
service corporations given a franchise by a munici- 
])ality are required by state law, in return for the priv- 
ilege l)estowed by such franchise, to pay such portion 
of their gross earnings not to exceed 3 per cent as may 
l)e agreed upon by the terms of the franchise grant. 
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V. Business taxes and licenses. 

Dogs, male, $1.15; female, $5.15; fmids to be used, first, to pay 
damages, and the balance to be applied to school fund. Town coun- 
cils may license, at discretion, public shows, bowling alleys and billiard 
tables, exhibitions, and intelligence offices. One-half of the proceeds goes 
to the state. Three-fourths of the amount of money received from liquor 
licenses goes to the town or city and oruvfourth to the state. The rates 
are: To manufacture or to sell liquor at wliolesale and retail, $500 to 
$1,000; to sell liquor at retail only, according to size of town, $200 to 
$400 : for druggists to sell liquors for medicinal pvu'poses only, $5. Pawn- 
brokers, $50; private detective, $10; auctions, one-tenth of 1 per cent 
duty on all property sold, seven-eighths of the proceeds of which goes 
to the state. Itinerant vendor, local fee, $5, 

School Revenues. 

The constitution provides that the money which is 
appropriated for the estabhshment of a permanent 
school fund shall be invested as a perpetual fund for 
that purpose. The laws provide that the duties 
imposed on auctioneers, which are paid to the state, 



shall be added to the school fund. The income of the 
fund is to be annually appropriated for the support of 
public schools in the towns. 

The sum of $120,000 is appropriated annually by the 
state for the support of tlie schools in the several towns, 
and apportioned according; to the number of schools 
and children; but towns, as a conditiou, nnist raise by 
tax an equal sum. The state also makes additional 
small appropriations for graded and high schools, 
evening schools, school apparatus, and school super- 
vision, and maintains the normal school and tlie Rhode 
Island Institute for the Deaf. 

Towns may divide themselves by vote into school dis- 
tricts. Every such district may raise money by tax 
on the ratable property of the district, the amount to 
be approved by the school committee of the town. 
District taxes are levied on the town assessment and 
collected the same as town taxes. 



SOUTH CAROLINA.^ 



South Carolina draws its state, county, and munici- 
pal revenues mainly from the general property tax. 
There are no inheritance or special corporation taxes, 
except license fees on insurance companies and certain 
other financial corporations, and a tax on gross pre- 
miums. The state leaves business taxes and licenses, 
except an inspection tax on fertilizers, to the coun- 
ties and municipalities. There is a graduated income 
tax. Poll taxes and the net income of the state liquor 
dispensary are applied to free public schools. State 
royalties are charged for mining phosphates in the 
navigable waters and marshes of the state. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 
ARTICLE X. 

Sec. 1. The general assembly shall provide by law for a uniform and 
equal rate of assessment and taxation, and shall preseribe re<i^ulations to 
secure a just valuation for taxation of all property, real, personal, and 
possessory, except mines and mining claims, the product of which alone 
shall be taxed; and also excepting such property as may be exempted by 
law for municipal, educational, literary, scientific, religious, or charitable 
purposes: Provided, however, That the general assembly may impose a 
capitation tax upon such domestic animals as from their nature and hab- 
its are destructive of other property: And provided further , That the gen- 
eral assembly may provide for a graduated tax on incomes and for a 
graduated license on occupations and business. 

Sec. 2. The general assembly shall provide for an annual tax sufiicient 
to deiray the estimated expenses of the state for each y(*ar, aiul when- 
ever it shall happen that the ordinary expenses of the state for any year 
shall exceed the income of the state for such year the general assembly 
shall provide for levying a tax for the ensuing year sufficient, \\\i\\ other 
sources of income, to pay the deficiency of the preceding year, together 
with the estimated expenses of the ensuing year. 

Sec. 3. No tax shall be levied except in pursuance of a law which shall 
distinctly state the object of the same; to which object tlie tax shall be 
applied. 

iThis compilation is derived mainly from the following sources: 
Code of Laws of South Carolina, nX)2, Vol. I. Tlie Civil Code: The 

State Companv, Columbia, S. C., HK)2. 

Acts of the General Assemblv, 19()2: The State Company, Columbia, 

S. C, 1902. 



Sec. 4. There shall be exempted from taxation all county, township, 
and municipal property used exclusively for public purposes and not for 
revenue, and the property of all schools, colleges, and institutions of learn- 
ing; all charitable institutions in the nature of asylums for the infirm, 
deaf and dumb, blind, idiotic, and indigent persons, except where the 
profits of such institutions are applied to private uses; all public libraries, 
churches, parsonages, and burying grounds: but property of associations 
and societies, although connected W'ith charitable objects, shall not be 
exempted from state, county, or municipal taxation: Provided, That as 
to real estate this exemption shall not extend beyond the buildings and 
premises actually occupied by such schools, colleges, institutions of 
learning, asylums, libraries, churches, parsonages, and burial grounds, 
although connected wHth charitable objc^cts. 

Sec. 5. The corporate authorities of counties, townships, school dis- 
tricts, cities, towns, and villages may be vested with powder to assess and 
collect taxes for corporat e purposes ; such taxes to be uniform in respect 
to persons and property within the jurisdiction of the body imposing the 
same. All shares of shareholders in any bank or banking association 
located in this state, wln^tlier now or hereafter incorporated, or organ- 
ized under the laws of this state or of the United States, shall be listed 
at their true value in money and taxtnl for municipal purposes in the 
city, ward, town, or incorporated village w^here such bank is located, 
and not elsewhere: Provided, That the words ^'true value in money" as 
used in this section shall b(> so construed as to mean and include all sur- 
plus or extra moneys, capital, and every species of personal property of 
value ow^ned or in possession of any such bank: Provided, That a like 
rule of taxation shall apply to tlie stockholders of all corporations other 
than banking institutions. And tlie general assembly shall require tliat 
all the property, except that herein permitted to be ext^mpted within 
! the limits of municipal corporations, shall be taxed for corporate pur- 
i poses and for the ])ayment of debts contracted undei- authority of 
I law • ^ ^ '^^ 

Sec. 6. * * * The general assembly shall not have power to au- 

i thorize any county or township to levy a tax or issue bonds for any pur- 

\ pose exci^pt for educational purposes, to build and r('{)air public roads, 

\ buildings, and bridges, to maintain and support j)risoners, pay jurors, 

county officei's, and for litigation , quarantine, and court ex[)enses, and for 

i ordinary county purposes, to sup{)ort paupers, and pay past indc^btedness. 

Sec. 12. The fiscal 3^ear shall commence on the first day of January 

in each year. 

vSec. 13. The general asseml)ly shall provide for the assessment of 
all property for taxation ; and state, county, township, school, municipal, 
and all otlier taxes shall be levied on Ww sanu^ assessment, whicli shall 
be that made for state taxes; and the taxes for the subdivisions of the 
state shall be levied and c<^llected by the respective fiscal authorities 
thereof. 
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ARTICLE XI. 

Sec. 6. (The existing; county boards of commissioners of the sweral 
counties, or such officers as may be vested with similar duties, shall levy 
an annual tax of three mills on the dollar upon all taxable property in 
their respective counties, which tax shall be collected at the same time 
and by the same ofBcer as the other taxes for the same year, and shall 
be apportioned among the school districts of the county according to 
the number of pupils enrolled. * * * There shall be assessed on all 
taxable polls in the state between the ages of twenty-one and sixty years 
(excepting Confederate soldiers above the age of fifty years), an annual 
tax of one dollar on each poll, the proceeds of which tax shall be ex- 
pended for school purposes in the several school disti-icts in whicli it is 
collected. Whenever during the three next ensuing liscal years the tax 
levied by the said county boards of commissioners or similar officers and 
the poll tax shall not yield an amount equal to three dollars per capita 
of the number of children enrolled in the public schools of each county 
for the scholastic year ending the thirty-first day of OctolxM-, in the year 
eighteen hundred and ninety-five, as it appears in the report of the state 
superintendent of education for said scholastic year, the comptroller- 
general shall, for the aforesaid three next ensuing fiscal years, on the first 
day of each of said years, levy such an annual tax on tlie taxable prop- 
erty of the state as he may determine to be nec(^ssary to make up such 
deficiency, to be collected as other state taxes, and apportion the same 
among the counties of the state in proportion to the respective deficien- 
cies therein, and apportioned among the school districts; and from and 
after the thirty-first day of December, in the year eighteen hundred and 
ninety-eight, tlie general assembly shall cause to be levied annually on 
all the taxable property of the state such a tax, in addition to the tax 
levied by the said county boards of commissioners or similar officers, and 
poll tax above provided, as may be necessary to keep the schools open 
throughout the state for such time as the general assembly prescribes; 
and such tax is to be apportioned among the counties. Any school dis- 
trict may, by authority of the general assembly, levy an additional tax 
for the support of its schools.) 

Sec. 12. (All the net income to be derived by the state from the sale 
or license for sale of spirituous, malt, vinous, and intoxicating liquors 
and beverages, not including what is allowed to go to the counties and 
municipal corporations of the state, shall be applied annually in aid of 
the supplementary taxes for public school purposes: Proinded, That the 
supplementary taxes are only to be levied when the net income aforesaid 
is not sufficient to meet and equalize deficiencies in the school funds.) 

ARTICLE VIIL 

Sec. 6. The corporate authorities of cities and towns in this state 
shall be vested with power to assess and collect taxes for corporate pur- 
poses, said taxes to be uniform in respect to persons and property within 
the jurisdiction of the body composing the same; and all property, ex- 
cept such as is exempt by law, within the limits of cities and towns 
shall be tax(Ml for the payment of debts contracted under authority of 
law. License or privilege taxes imposed shall be graduated so as to 
. secure a just imposition of such tax upon the classes subject thereto. 

Sec. 8. Cities and towns may exempt from taxation, by general or 
special ordinance, excei)t for school purposes, manufactories estal)- 
lished witliin their limits for live suce(>ssive years from the time of the 
establishment of such manufactories: Provided, That sucli ordinance 
shall first be ratified by a majority of such qualified electors as shall 
vote at an election held for that pur|)ose. 

ARTICLE II. 

Sec. 4(f). (Payment (»f all taxes, incln(]in<i: [)oIl tax, is prerequisite 
to voting.) 

ARTICLE IIL 

Sec. 29. All taxes upon property, real and personal, shall be laid upon 
the actual vahie of the })roi)erty taxed, as thi> sanu^ shall i)e ascertained 
by an assessment made for tht^ purpose of laying such tax. 



ARTICLE I. 

Sec. t). All property subject to taxation shall be taxed in proportion 
to its value. 

ARTICLE IX. 

Sec. 3. All railroad, express, canal, and otlier corporations engaged 
in transportation for hire, and all telegraph and other corporations en- 
gaged in the business of transmitting intelligence for hire are common 
carriers in their respective lines of business, and are subject to liahility 
and taxation as such. 

OFFICERS. 

The officers most directty concerned with taxation 
are : 

(1) Townsliip boards of assessors, appointed l)y tlie governor for a 
term of two years. There are special provisions in many counties for 
appointment and compensation. 

(2) Boards of assessors in cities and towns, three electors, appointed 
by the governor for a term of two years. There are special boards in 
Charleston and Columbia. 

(3) A county auditor, appointed by the governor for a term of two 
years. 

(4) A county treasurer, appointed by the governor for a term of two 
years, who acts as collector. 

(5) A county board of equalization, composed of the chairmen of the 
boards of assessors of tlie county. 

(6) A comptroller-general, elected for a term of two years. 

(7) A state board of assessors, composed of the treasurer, secretary 
of state, comptroller, and attorney -general, and chairman of the board 
of railroad commissioners. 

(8) A state board of equalization, composed of members elected by 
the county boards of commissioners. 

(9) A special board of equalization in the city of Charleston, com- 
posed of the county auditor and six citizens, to be elected by the city 
council of Charleston. 



State Revenues. 



A, TAXES. 



I, The general property tax. 
1. Base — 
a. The property included and exempt. — All real and 
personal property in the state and the personal prop- 
erty of residents of the state which may be kept or 
used temporarily out of the state ^ with the intention 
of bringing the same into the state, or which has been 
sent out of the state for sale and not yet sold; all 
moneys, credits, investments in bonds, stocks, joint- 
stock companies, or otherwise of parties resident in 
the state are subject to taxation. 

(1) "Real property" includes not only land, city, town, and village 
lots, but also all structures and other things thereon contained or at- 
taclied thereto which pass to the vendee by the conveyance of the land 
or lot. 

(2) ''Personal property," for purposes of taxation, includes all things 
oth(»r than real estate wliicli have any pecuniary value, and moneys, 
crtMlits, investments in honds, stocks, joint-stock companies, or other- 
wise. "Credits" are held to be the remainder due to a party after 
deducting all debts and demands against him. But no deductions are 
to l)e made for insurance premium notes to mutual insurance com- 
l)anies, subscriptions to caj)ital stock of any joint-stock company, taxes 
assessed on charitable subscriptions, or for contingent liabilities. All 
prop(Mty used in the operation of railroads is classed as personal prop- 
ertv. 
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(3) Exemptions, in addition to public property, are: Churches, their 
books and furniture and parsonage; colleges, academies, and institu- 
tions of learning and their endownient: cemeteries; fire departments; 
all bonds and stocks of the state and municipal bonds when exempted 
by statute; all rents accruing from real estate which shall not become 
due within tw^o months after the first day of January in the year in 
which taxes are to be assessed thereon ; all of any annuity not payable 
on or before August 1 of the year for which taxes are to be assessed 
thereon; all pensions from the United States or from a state; all shares 
of the capital stock of any company which is required to list its capital 
and property for taxation in this state; all the wearing apparel of the 
person required to make return and his family articles for the present 
subsistence of the family up to $1(X); fair grounds of agricultural and 
meclianical societies. 

b. Assessment, — There is but one assessment for 
state, county, and municipal |)urposes. Ileal estate 
is listed every fourth 3^ear (1898-1902), but changes 
on account of sales, transfers, or improvements are 
entered annually. Personal pro])erty is assessed an- 
nually as of January 1, except that agricultural ])rod- 
ucts in the hand of the producer on August 1 preced- 
ing are included. All property is to be vahied at its 
true money value, which, for real estate, is tlie price 
obtained at court sales for partition, and for personalty, 
is the usual price at administrators' sales. The county 
auditor attends at a convenient place in each town- 
ship for the purpose of assessing property. The assess- 
ment is based upon a sworn list of th(^ items and their 
value furnished the auditor by the taxpayer, and 
failure to furnish such list or a false list is punished 
by an increase of 50 per cent in the assessed vahie. 
The auditor has no authority to change the values 
given by the owner but may recommend changers to 
the board of township assessors, or to municipal boards, 
who fix the values. 

Shares of stock in state and national banks are assessed where tlie 
bank is located at their " tnu^ value in money," wlrich is construed to 
mean all surplus, capital, and every kind of pei'sorial property owned l)y 
the bank. The real estate is taxed to the l)ank, and deducted from the 
value of the shares. Unincorporated banks and bankers aie assessed 
on the average montlily assets for the yc^ar-. 

Manufacturers are assessed on the average valu(3 of t h(^ ('a{>ital em- 
ployed in their business for the preceding year, pawnbrokei's on the 
average value of property pawned to them during tlie year. Mines and 
mining claims actually mined are assessed not on tlie land, but on the 
gross proceeds at the cash market value of the material mincnl. All 
personal property used in connection with the mine is assessinl lik(> otlier 
property. 

Property used in the operation of any railroad, turTq)ike, plank road, 
bridge, telegraph, or canal slack water navigation com}>any, if thc^ com- 
pany be organized in the stat(% is treated as personal |)r()])erty. 

Railroad property used in operation is assessed by the stat<* l>oard of 
assessors. The road is recjuired to make statements to the ('()mptroller- 
general and also to the county auditors. Penalty for failui'e to make the 
statements is 50 per cent additional to actual value. Th(> \'alu(» of the 
right of way and track is to be apportioned pro rata to each mih^ of main 
track, and to tliis value is to he added the value of tlie real estate, fix- 
tures, and stationary property situated in the town, city, oi' villag**; the 
total value of the rolling stock, money, and credit is to be apportioned 
pro rata to eacli mile of main track in each town, city, and village. The 
apportionment is made primarily by the railroad company through its 
returns, but the state board adjusts this apportionment. 
932—07 50 



Sleeping car companies, palace, drawing room, dining, and chair car 
companies, and telegraph, telephone, and express companies are assessed 
l)y the state board of assessors on the basis of verified statements to the 
comptroller-general, taking the aggregate value of all the shares of cap- 
ital stock at their market value and the aggregate of any mortgages, 
wliich is deemed the true casli value of the property of the corporation. 
The assessed value of the real estate and structures not specifically used 
in the general business, as foiuid by the local assessors, is to be deducted 
from the gross value of the propeityas ascertained by the state board— 
- only that proportion of the value is taki^i which ie})resents property 
Avithin the state. The assessment of tlu* state hoard of assessors is ap- 
portioned to the counties and by the county auditors to the townships. 

Domestic insurance companies are assessed on personal property and 
assets where the principal oflicer is located, but agents of foreign com- 
panies are assessed on the gross receipts of the agency, together with the 
value of the personal estates situated at the agency, and are charged 
with taxes on the amount so returned. 

Corporations are in general assessed as individuals. Where the prop- 
erty of domestic corporations is taxed in the state, the shares of such «'or- 
porations are not assessed. 

c. Equalization. — The duty of the township and 
special boards of assessors in increasing and lowering 
tlie valiuition of any property, real or pei'sonal, as fixed 
by the county auditor or returned by any person, per- 
tains to the assessment rather than to equalization. 

The county board of eqtialization equalizes the 
vahuxtions of real and personal ])ro{>erty iixed by the 
board of townshij) assessors and the s})ecial boards of 
assessors. It may raise or reduce items in the list, but 
is not to reduce the aggregate value as returned to the 
county auditor. There is an appeal from this l)oard 
to the comptroller-generaL 

The state board of equalization meets every foui'th 
year for tlie equalization of th(> assessment of I'cal ])rop- 
erty among the several counties, towns, cities, and 
villages. It equalizes both the real and ])ersonal ])ro{>- 
ert}^ returns of textile industries, canals |)roviding 
power for rent or hire, and cottonseed-oil and ferti- 
lizer com|)anies annually, in order to obtain uniform- 
ity of taxation uj)on the proi)erty of such industries. 

2. Rate-- 

For the fiscal year- l)eginning January 1. 11K)2, a tax of 5 mills was 
levied l)y the general asseml)ly u|)on (^very dollar of the \alue of all 
taxable property of tlie stale to meet the euirent expenses of govern- 
ment and other indel)tedness. 

3. Collection - 

Taxes are colk^'ted by the county treasurer, ^vlio 
is paid for his services by commissions out of tlie 
taxes collected. The time of payment in 1902 was 
from the 15th day of October to the olst day of 
Decetnber. A })enalty of 10 per cent is to fx^ added to 
taxes not paid 1)ef(>re the day fixed in tlie ac't levying 
taxes for that year (in 1902, December :]1). Delin- 
quent taxes are collected by distress or warrant to be 
executed after January 15. All j)ersonal })roperty is 
liable to distress and sale, and real ])ro})erty on which 
taxes are delinquent may be seized and sold. All 
taxes are a lien upon the property taxed which at- 
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taches at the beginning of the fiscal year and expires 
in ten years. 

II. Poll tax. 

All males between 21 and 50 years of age are subject 
to an annual poll tax of $1, the proceeds of which are 
applied to educational purposes. Tliose are exempt 
who are incapable of earning their own living. 

Nonpayment of the poll tax is made a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine of not more than $10 or by 
imprisonment at hard labor upon the j)ublic works of 
the county for not more than twenty days. Poll taxes 
are used to meet the expenses of school districts in 
which collected and appear in reports of county reve- 
nue receipts. 

III. Inheritance tax. 

There is no inheritance tax in this state. 

IV. Corporation taxes. 

Corporations are not required to return their capital 
for taxation, nor are the shareholders taxed on their 
shares, but the real and personal property of corpo- 
rations is taxed like that of individuals. 

Foreign insurance companies, foreign land associations, foreign 
buiJding and loan associations^ foreign banking associations, and all 
other classes of like business not incorporated in the state, except 
national banks and benevolent institutions organized under the grand 
lodge system, are required to pay an annual license fee of $100 to the 
comptroller-general by the 31st of Marcli in each year. Every for- 
eign insurance company is required to pay, in addition to tlie annual 
license fee, a graduated license fee of one-lialf oi" 1 per cent on the 
gross premiums, gross income, or gross receipts as collected during the 
three months preceding the payment of the license fee (March 31). 

V. Business taxes and licenses. 

These are, except in the case of a tax on fertilizers, 
left to the counties and municipalities. 

All persons or corporations engaged in the manufacture or sale of 
fertilizers or commercial manures are to pay the state treasurer an in- 
spection tax of 25 cents per ton. 

VI. Income tax. 

There is a graduated tax on incomes above $2,500, 
whether derived from aiw kind of property, rents, 
interests, dividends, or salaries, or from any profes- 
sion, trade, employment, or vocation, or any other 
source wliateA'cu*, as follows: 

Income $2,500 to S5,(KK), 1 per cent: $5,000 to $7,500, 1^ per cent; 
$7,500 to $10,(XK), 2 per cent; $10,{X)0 to $15,000, 2^ per cent; S15,000 
and over, 3 per cent. 

'^Income" is taken to mean gross profits, and deduc- 
tion is made of necessary expenses for carrying on tlie 
business or occupation. iMcoMies are to be listed at 
the time of the making of returns of personal property. 
Collection is the same as for oihvr state taxes, and with 
like ])enialty for neglect to mak(^ return. For willful 
fraud th(* penalty is 100 per cent . 

B. FUES. 

Secretary of state. — Charter issued or renewcMl — on(^ mill on each dol- 
lar of capital slock up to $1(K),(XK}; one-half mill ou eacli dollar of cap- 
ital stock from |1(K),(K)0 to $1 ,(XX),(XK): one-fourth mill on each dollar of 
capital stock over $1 ,(XX),(XX). Recording application for amendment, 



$2.50; increase of stock, etc. , $5; declarations of foreign corporations, $5; 
filing charter, consolidation of railroad companies, same fee as for organi- 
zation, with credit for cliarter fees paid. 

Comptroller-general. — Fraternal beneficiary associations, permit, $25; 
annual report, $25; doctors, examination, $5; pharmacists, examina- 
tion, $5; dentists, hcense, $15. 

D. INCOME FROM PUBLIC PROPERTY. 

Persons mining phosphate in navigable waters and marshes of the 
state are to pay royalties as fixed by the phosphate commissioners not to 
exceed $2 per ton on the crude rock mined. 

E. INCOME FROM PUBLIC INDUSTRIES. 

The liquor business is conducted by a state dispensary. Profits from 
sales are used for the benefit of the common schools of the state. 

The liquor is sold to the county dispensers by the state dispensary at a 
profit not to exceed 10 per cent of the cost to the state. 

The profits of the county dispensaries are to be paid one-half to the 
counties and one-half to the municipal corporation in which they may be 
located. 

County Revenues. 

A. taxes. 

I. The general property tax. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the assessment and 
equalization thereof are the same for county as for 
state taxes. 

2. Rate— 

The rate of tax in the several counties is fixed by the 
general assembty. 

The county commissioners are authorized to levy a tax of 3 mills 
on the dollar for the support of public schools of their respective 
counties. 

3. Collection — 

Collection is the same as for state taxes. 

II, III, and IV. Poll tax, inheritance tax, and corpora- 

tion taxes. 
There are no county poll, inheritance, or special 
corporation taxes. (See State revenues, II.) 

V. Business taxes and licenses. 

Piays and shows outside the corporate limits of the towns and vil- 
lages, per day, $3; hawkers and peddlers, fee to be determined by 
county board of commissioners; pawnbrokers, ibid.; gathering oysters, 
clams, and catching terrapin, $10 per annum for each boat of 1 ton, and 
for each additional ton, S5; each person exporting clams, S25; terrapin, 
$200; canning oysters, $400. To traffic in sea-island cotton, $50 per 
annum; in cottonseed in certain counties, $300; in others, $500; in 
otliers, $25; in Charleston, $50. Sale of liquors (see e, imder State 
revenues) — profits from county dispensar}" divided between county and 
municipality. 

Municipal Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general property tax. 
1. Base — 
The property included and the assessment and 
e(]ualization thereof are the same for municipal and 
school taxes as for state. The assessment is to be 
copied from the coimty auditor's books. Cities and 
towns may by popular vote exempt for five years 
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from all taxes, except school taxes, manufacturing 
establishments established within their limits. 

2. Rate-- 

The city or town council has power to impose an annual tax not 
exceeding IJ per cent in cities containing over 5,()(]() inhabitants, and 
not over 1 per cent in towns containing between 1,(XK) and o,(KX) 
inhabitants. In smaller towns the limit is 50 cents on $100. 

3. Collection — 

Collection is made the same as for state and count}' 
taxes, but may l)e made in installments. 
II. Poll tax. 

The city council has power to require all male in- 
habitants of a city between 1 8 and 50 years of age to 
work upon the roads, streets, and ways of the city not 
exceeding four days in each year. The city council 
may commute this tax to a money payment not to 
exceed $3 per annum. 

Ill and IV. Inlberitance tax and corporation taxes. 

There are no municipal inheritance or corporation 
taxes. 

V. Business taxes and licenses. 

City or town councils ma}^ require licenses of per- 
sons or corporations engaged in any calling, business, 
occupation, or profession within the limits of tlie city 
or town, except from teachers or ministers of the gos- 



pel. The licinise is to be graduated according to the 
gross income of the taxpayer or upon the amount of 
capital invested in the business. 

Municipalities receive one-lialf of (lie prolits from county liquor dis- 
pensaries located therein. (Sc(> e under State revenues.) 

.Plays and shows in towns and villages, |3 per day. (The city 
council of Charleston may impos(> any sum up to IntX).) 

Traffic in long or sea-island cotton must l)c licensed by the county 
treasurer. The fee is $50, and is lie id for tlu^ i('i)airing of roads and 
l)ridges in the tow^nship where collected. 

Scrr()( )h He v e \ i: ks. 

The counties are divided into school cHstricts, which 
are authorized to levy and collcH't iin anmnil tax for 
school purposes upon petition of at least one-third of 
tlie resident electors and freeholders. The rate of tax 
is not to exceed 4 mills on the dollar and is kn iod upon 
the state and coinity assessment roll. 

The coimty superintendent of education apportions 
the money arising from the 3-mill school taxes among 
the scliool districts of tlie county. State poll taxes 
are expended in the districts where collected. 

All net income derived l)y the state from the sale of 
liquors undc^r the dispensary law is apportioned among 
the comities of tlie state for the benefit of the common 
schools, in proportion to t h(^ delici(^ncies after the appli- 
cation of the 3~mill tax and the })oll tax. 



SOUTH DAKOTA.^ 



South Dakota depends almost entirely upon the 
general property tax for state, county, and municipal 
revenues. There are no inheritance taxes and practi- 
cally no corporation taxes, but some fees on corpora- 
tions. The poll tax, which is a local road tax, and 
most of the business taxes and licenses are left to 
cities and counties. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PR( )y ISION S. 

ARTICLE XI. 

Sec. 1. The legislature shall provide for an annual tax, sufficient to 
defrav the estimated ordinary expenses of the state for each year, not 
to exceed in any one year two mills on each dollar of tlir assessed valua- 
tion of all taxable property in tlu^ state, to be ascertained l)y the last 
assessment made for state and county purposes. 

And whenever it shall appear that such ordinary expcMises sliall ex- 
ceed the income of the state for such ,year, the legislature sbal! })rovide 
for levying a tax for the ensuins^ year, sufficient, witii otluM' sources of 
income, to pay tlie deficieiuy of the preceding year, togetlier \\ith the 
estimated expenses of sucli ensuing year. And for tbe })urpose of pay- 
ing the public debt tlie legislature shall provide for levying a tax an- 
nually suflicient to pay the annual interest and the principal of such 
debt within ten years from the final passage of the law creating the debt: 
Provided, That th(> annual tax for the payment of the internist, and prin- 

^ This compilation is derived mainly from the following sources: 
The Revised Codes, 1903, State of South Dakota, compiled by Moody, 

Tripp, and Brown: printcnl pursuant to an act of the legislature of 1<X)3: 

State Publishing Company, I'ierre, S. Dak., 1903. 

A pamphlet compilation (apparently ofiicial f)ut without authors or 

pubfisher's name appearing) of the Revenue Laws of South Dakota, 

1902. 



cipal of the public debt sliall not exceed in any one year two mills on 
each dollar of the assessed valuation of all taxable pro|)erty in th(* state 
as ascertained by the last assessment made for state and county pur- 
poses. 

Sec. 2. All taxes to ])e raised in this state shall ])e iniiform on all real 
and personal proptM'ty, according in its value in money, to be ascertained 
by such rules of ap|)raisement and assessment as may l>e prescribed by 
the legislature l)y general law, so that every person and corporation 
sliall pay a tax in proi>ortion to the value of his, her, or its property. 
And tlie legislature shall provide by gen(»ral law for tlie assessing and 
levying of taxes on ail corporation })roperty, as near as may be, by the 
same methods as are j)rovi(led foi- assessing and levying of taxes on indi- 
vidual property. 

Sec. 3. The power to tax corpoi-ations and corporate property shall 
not be siuTcndcued or sus|)ended by any contract or grant to which the 
state sliall be a i>arty. 

Sec. 4. The legislature shall provide for taxing all moneys, credits, in- 
vestments in l)onds, stocks, joint-stock companies, or otlierwisc; and 
also for taxing tla^ notes and bills discounted or purchased, moneys 
loaned and all otlier property, effects or dues of every descriplioii, of all 
banks and of all bankers, so that all proj)erty employed in banking shall 
always be subjt^ct to a taxation e(jual to that im[)osed on the pi-operty 
of individuals. 

Sec. 5. The property of the United States and of Ihe state, county, 
and municipal corporations, both real and personal, shall be exiMiipted 
from taxation. 

Skc. 6. 'J'he legislature shall, bv general law, e.x(mi[)t from taxation 
|)r()perty us(hI exclusively for agricultural and liorticultural societies, for 
school, religious, cemetery, and charitabh* purposes, and personal prop- 
erty to any amount not exceeding in \ alue two hundred dollars for each 
individual liable to taxation. 

Sf:c. 7. All laws exempting ])roperty from taxation, other than that 
enumerated in sections 5 and (i of this article, shall be void. 
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Sec. 8. No tax shall hv levied except in puisuaiico of a law which 
stiall distiiictiy state tlie object of tlio same, to which the tax only sliall 
be appHed. 

Sec. 9. (All taxes Je\ ied and collected for state pui'poses sfiull Ix" [)aid 
into tlie state treasury. No indebtedness sliall be irtciurcd or money 
expended by the state and no warrant shall be drawn upon the state 
treasurer except in pursuance of an appropriation.) 

vSec. 10. The legislature may vest the corporate autiiority of cities, 
towns, and villages with power to make local improvements by special 
taxation of contiguous property or otherwise. For all coiporate i)ur- 
poses, all municipal corporations may l>e vested with aiuliority to assess 
and collect taxes; but such tax shall Ik« uniform i!i resjM'ct to persons 
and property within the jurisdiction of the body levying the same. 

AR'I'ICLE VI. 

Sec. 17. No tax or duty shall b(^ imjjosed without the consent of the 
people or their representative's in the h^gislature, and ^ill taxation shall 
be e<pial and uniform. 

AHTHLE XXVI. 

Se(j. 18. Scheduk^ and oidiiumce, (The usual provisions against dis- 
crimination against nonresidents in taxation of lands, taxation of lands 
of the United States, and providing for taxation of Indians whose land 
is not exempted.) 

(rFFKJEHS. 

The officers most directly conceriHKl with iiixation 
are : 

(1) (i)unty assessor, one for each county not iully organized into 
civil townshi})s, his district excluding ci\ il townships, elected for two 
y(*a/'s. 

(2) Township asse.s.sor, one for each civil township, the chairinan of 
tlii^ board of supervisors is ex olJicio asse.ssor, eku-ted for two y<:ars. 

(3) City assessor, in cities of the lirst and s(M'o]hI <'lass a})pointed by 
the mayor' with the approval of the city coiuicil for one year. 

(4) Township treasurer, elcK'ted at annual town meeting. 

(0) City treasuri^r, chu'ted for two years. 
(()) County treasjirer, elected for two years. 

(7) Town b<jard of equalizatioFJ, composed of the l)oard of sn})er\ isors 
of each townslH{), tlie clerk and president of each incorfjoraicd town, 
and t!ie assessor, auditor, and mayor of eacli city (exce{)t in cities the 
chaiters of which provided for a board of e(|ualizatioft). 

(5) County lioard of (Hjualization, consposed of th(> county commis- 
sioners and the county auditor. 

(9) v*^tate board of ecjuaJization, composed <)( the governcjr, auditor, 
secretary of state, treasurer, and cotmnissioner of .school and |)ul)lic 
lands. 

State Revenuks. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general jiroix H>i fdx. 
1. Base 
a. The property inehuhd <ind exempt. — All real aiul 
personal property in the stat(s and all j)ersonal ])rop- 
erty of persons residing tluMHMn, and the property of 
corporations and of all hanks at\d hankin{z; companies, 
ex(*ej)t sucli as is expressly (*\einj)ted, is suhject to 
taxation. 

(1) *Mveal piopertv," for the pur[)ose of taxatiofi, is construed to in- 
clude the land itself and all buildings, sti-uctures, imd improvements, 
trees, lixtvues, and all rights and ]>rivileges, and all mines, minerals, and 
cjuariies thereto 1)elonging. Tr-ees planted under the timber culture act 
of Congress are not to be considered as "improvement" on the land, nor 
are artesian wells to l)e considered in the assessment. 



(2) "Personal property" is construed to include all goods, chattels 
moneys, credits, and elTe(;ts wlieresoever they may be; all ships, l)oats, 
and vessels })elonging to inhabitants of the state, whetlier at home or 
abroad, and all capital invested therein; all moneys at interest, within 
or without the state, due to the person to be taxed, and all other debts 
due such person; all public stocks and securities; the capital stock of 
all insurance companies organized under the laws of this state; all stock 
in corporations, except in national banks out of the state owned by in- 
habitants of th<^ state; all the shares of stock in any l)ank, state or na- 
tional; all personal estate of moneyed corporations, whether the 
owners reside in or without the state; and all improvements on lands 
tlie title of which is still in the United States or any railroad company 
or cor})oration whose property is not subject to tlie same modes and 
rule of taxation as other property; also, the income of any annuity, 
unless the capital of sucli anmiity be taxed within the state. Gas and 
water mains, and pipes of gas and water companies; and the track, 
road, or bridge of street railroad, turnpike, and bridge companies are 
held to l)(* personal property. 

(3) Exemptions, in addition to {)ublic property, are: Tlie gix)unds, 
buildings, and other property of agricultural and horticultural societies, 
all pi"«)perty, real and personal, of any educational institution of the state, 
and all pro|:)erty used exclusively for tlie support of sucli scliool or scien- 
tific institution; all property belonging to any chai'itable, benevolent, 
or religioirs society, or used exclusively for- charitable, benevolent, or 
religious pru'poses; one lot in a cemetery, for family use; and house- 
hold fmniture and provisions for each individual not exceeding $25 in 
value. 

/>. Assessment. — In general, there is one assessment 
roll for state, comity, and local taxes. J^^ach county in 
the statc^ not fidly organized into civil townslups con- 
stittites an assessor's district, exchiding organized civil 
townshi})s, each of which constitutes a district; cities 
are not included in the district as provided for, hut are 
separate districts. All real and personal property is 
assessed annually, with reference to the 1st day of 
May. The assessor is actually to view the property 
when practical )le and deterniine the true and full value 
in nioney, ptitting down separately the land and im- 
])rovenients. Every ])erson, utuh^r oath, must list his 
])ersonal ])roperty, l)iit the assessor determines the 
value, upon view. Tlie ptnialty for refusal to make the 
required statements is 50 ])er cent on the A^alue re- 
turned l)y tlie assessor, and for refusal to he sw orri or 
to answer interrogatories there is a penalty of $10 to 
$500, to which ma}^ he added six nu)nths' imprison- 
ment. The statute exj)ressty directs that the assessor 
is not to adopt a lower or different standard of value, 
hecause the same is to serve as a l)asis of taxation, nor 
is he to adopt as a criterion of value tlie price at which 
tlie property w ould sell at aiK'tion or forced sale, hut is 
to value all property at sucli a j^rice as the same is 
fairly worth in money. 

AH ])roperty siil)j(»ct to taxation, sitiuited in any of 

(he unorganized comities of the state wliicli have 

Innm attached to an organized county for judicial or 

\ other pur])oses, is to he listed for taxation hy the 

i assc^ssor of such comity. But taxes in unorganized 

eoiiuti(ys are levied only for state and judicial pur- 

': poses. 

Tiic capital stock and fianchises of corporations are listed where the 
i principal place of business is located. 
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Stockholders of every bank, state and national, are to be taxed on 
their shares in th(* town where the bank is located. The real estate is 
tax(*d to the bank. The basis for valuation of tlie shares is the amount 
of capital and surplus fund less the investments in real estate. 

All itinerant, transient, or bankrupt stock merchants or salesmen are 
assessed on their stock at the same^ rate as other merchants. 

Railroads ar"e taxx^d under the general property tax and are assessed 
on property, uschI in tlie operation avid maintenance of the road, l)y the 
state })oard of equalization, but otlier property is locally assessed. The 
assessment is made with ref(4'ence to the 1st day of Mav, and takes into 
consid(»ration the gross and n(^t earnings per mih^ and other data fur- 
nished by statements by the company. There is a penalty of 25 per 
cent of th(* assessable vahn^ for failure^ to make tlie statement. TIh^ 
assessment is apportioned to the counties l>y the state l>oard of cfjualiza- 
tion, and further to the cities, incorporated towns, and townshii)s of the 
counties by the board of county commissionei-s. 

Telegraph, tidephone, express, and sleeping car companies are also 
assessed by th(> state l)oard of <M|ualization on the l)asisof stat(»m(>nts, in 
the manm^r tliat railroads are assessed. There are penalties for failiu^c^ 
to make the statements and for falsf^ stat laments of from $500 to $5,000. 

c. Equalization. — The town board of I'eview equal- 
izes in townships, incorporated towns, and cities be- 
tween the individuals thereof and siip})lies omissions of 
property. 

The county board of equalization compares the 
assessment of the seA^eral cities, towns, or districts of 
the county. The board is not to reduce the aggreo;ate 
valuation of the county except to make the valuation 
in the different townships equal. But the board may 
raise the valuation of real property or of the various 
classes of personal property of the county or of any 
town or district to the true and full value thereof. 
The board may also, upon application, equalize be- 
tween individuals. 

The state board of equalization compares the assess- 
ment of the several counties of the state and ecjualizes 
the same so that the several counties are assessed at 
their proportionate value. The board is not to in- 
crease the aggregate assessed valuation of the state as 
equalized by the boards of county commissioners 
by more than $3,000,000. It is to add or deduct 
such a per cent from the valuation of each class of 
property as will fix the same at its proper proportionate 
value. 

2. Eate^ 

The state board of equalization determines such rate 
of state tax to be levied for the current year as is nec- 
essary for defraying the ordinary estimated expenses 
of the state for such year, for paying any deficiency 
from the ordinary expenses of the precculing 3 ear and 
the anniuil interest, and for providing a sinking fund 
for the ])ublic debt of the state. Tlie tax for ordinary 
state purposes is not to exceed 2 mills on the dollar iu 
any one year; but the legislature may l(^vy a defi- 
ciency tax. 

3. Collection- 

In o-eneral tlierc^ is one collection for state, county, 
and municipal i)urposes made* by the county treasurer. 
In organized t()\vnshij)s or cities the trc^asurer collects 
the taxes, if the comities have adoi)ted that method 



by vote. In districts not included in organized towni- 
ships or in cities of counties which have so voted, the 
county treasurer is collector of all taxes levied for 
state, county, school, ])oor, bridge, road, or other pur- 
poses. No demand for taxes is necessary to fix liability 
therefor, but it is the duty of (^very ])erson to attend at 
the office of the treasurer liaving charge of collection 
and to pay his taxes. Taxes are due the 1st day of 
December; after the lOtli of January, demand is made 
and 2 per cent added for collection fcn^s; and if delin- 
quent after the 1st day of Marcli, the* treasurer is to 
collect the taxes, to which is adchMl 1 pc^r cent on tlie 
1st of each month, as a penalty l)y distrf^ss and sale. 
If lu^ is justly a|)prehensive of tlu^ loss of any j)ersonal 
tax, he may enforce its collection at any tinu* and may 
add 4 per cent for collection fees. Taxes on real ])r()p- 
erty are a perpetual lien from Deceml>er 1 ; and those 
on ])ersonal ])roperty are a lien thereon after the same 
date. 

Taxes may be paid in two installments. If any per- 
son pays one-half by the 1st day of March, the bal- 
ance will not become delinquent until the 1st day of 
October thereafter, from which day 1 per cent a 
month is to be added as ])enalty. 

Tax(^s on railroads are coUoctcHl as o\h(n^ taxes, but taxes on tele- 
graph and telephrme, express, and slcM^ping car companios are to be 
paid to tlie state treasnrcT and by him a])])ortioned to the counties. 

II and III. Poll tax and inheritance tax. 

There are no state poll or inheritance taxes. 

IV. Corporation taxes. 

There are no special corporation taxes except on 
insurance companies, all cor|)orations being taxed 
under the general property tax. A special method is 
provided, however, for k^vying and collecting taxes on 
telegraph, telephone, (^xpress, and sleeping car com- 
panies. These companic^s ])ay to the state treasurer a 
percentage on the assessed valuation equal to the 
average levy in the state for* all purposes, and the 
taxes so received are apportioned between the state 
and other civil divisions. 

Domestic insurance compani<vs are ass(^ssed upon their capital stock. 
Foreign insurance companies pay 2^ per cent of their gross premiums in 
lieu of all other' taxes. Assessment companies pay 2 per cent on gross 
assessuH^nt i)remiunis. 

V. Business taxes and licenses. 

I*uhlic warehouse for giain, $1 ; hunter's license - 1o n'sidcnts, $1; to 
nonresidents, for l>irds, $10; to nomesidents, for aiiirrujls, 12"). 

n. lEES. 

Secretary of state. —liecording articles of ineorponition of domestic 
eorporalious and issuing charier, Sie; jvligious, charituhle, h(uievolent, 
and fraternal associations, $3; filing art ides of foreign coi'porat ions and 
issuing certificates of authorily. SIO; iccoi'ding appointment, resident 
agent, $2; examination of jtmuial staternent of building and loan asso- 
ciation, S5; recording pa|)ers, per folio, 20 cents: ti*anscripts, ])er folio, 
20 cents; commissions, passports, cte., S2; amendments, atticles of 
ineor|)oi'ation, $1 ; examination and statement of surety companies, $5. 
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CoMiinissioner of insiirjince. — Foreign insurance companies — filing 
c()]>y of charter, $2o; annual statement, $10; certificate of autliority, 
$2: domestic insurance companies- filing and examination of first 
application, $10: filing aimual statement, $3; certificate of authority to 
agents, 50 cents. 

Other fees are — Dentists, examination, $10; emhalmei-s license, $5; 
renewal, $3: osteopaths, $10; physicians, $10; phar-macists registra- 
tion, $5; renewal, $5; dentists, license, So. 

County Re venues. 

A. Tx\XES. 

I. The general property tax. 

1. Base— 

The property iitclucled aiui the assessincnt and equal- 
ization thereof are the same for eoiiiity taxe^^ as for 
state. 

2. Eate~~ 

The county coinniissioners levy the county taxes, 
basing the lev}-^ ti|)on an itemized statiHiient of the 
county ex])enses for the ensuing year^ and no greater 
levy is to he made tlian will eqtial tlie amount of 
such expenses with an excess of 5 per (^(^nt of the same. 
The rates authorized for different purposes are: 

(1) (Jeneral county purposes, including suj)port of the poor, not to 
exceed 6 mills on tlie dollar; (2) support of the insane, such amount as 
may he due the state from that county; (3) county roads, not to exceed 
2 mills; (4) county bridges, not to exceed 2 mills; (5) county sinking 
fund, one year's interest and 15 per cent of the principal. The total 
county rate is not to exceed in any one year, unless by vote, the sum of 
8 mills on the dollar. 

3. Collection — 
Same as for state taxes. 

II. Poll tax. 

a. School, — The county commissioners may levy a tax 
of $1 on each elector in the county for the snp|)ort of 
the conunon schools. This tax is to he distrihuted to 
the several school dist ricts in the county in proportion 
to the numher of children betw^een 6 and 20 years of 
age resident therein. 

h. Road. — In coinities not wholly organized into civil 
townsliips the county conunissioners are to levy on each 
male p(U*son Ix^tween 21 and 50 years of age, living 
outside any organized city, town, or townshi}) — except 
paupers, idiots, and hnuitics, or otherwise exempt -a 
road poll tax of II. 50, which may be paid by one day's 
labor on the highways. 
Ill and IV. Inheriimice t<tx and corporaMon taxes. 

There are no county inheritance or special corpora- 
tion taxes. 
V. Business taxes and licenses. 

Sale of li(iuor-s at retail, $4(K) per amuun: traveling salesman wdio 
solicits l)y the jug, $200 per annum, to be paid in imvh county; malt 
liquors, whoh^sale, $1.50 per annum; spirituous hcjuors, wholesale, $500 
per anrmm (to be 'paid in each precinct, t()wn,oi' city in which the 
business is cairied on); distilleries, $l,(KK) pei' aniunn; breweries, $400 
pel- aniuun; hawkers and i)eddlers with w^agon, $f)0 to $100 per annum; 



peddlers on foot, $25 to $50 per annum; traveling salesmen, $25 to 
$75 per annum; dog tax, $1 per annum, which is credited to the 
school district when collected. 

Municipal IIevenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general prxyperty tax, 

1. Base—- 

Tlie property included and the assessment and equal- 
ization tliereof are tlie same for municipal taxation as 
for state. 

2. Kate—- 

a. Township. — The electors at their anmuil town 
meeting may vote such sums of money for repairing 
aiul constructing bridges, and for necessary town 
charges as will not exceed 5 mills on the dollar, and 
for fire guards, such a sum as will not exceed 5 mills 
on the dollar. The tow^nship board of supervisors 
levies the highway labor and road tax not to exceed 
50 cents on $1 00 of valuation. The total township rate 
is not to exceed in any year 10 mills on the dollar 
for all ])urposes, including the tax for interest and 
sinking fund for bonds. 

h. (My. — The city council is to levy a tax for gen- 
eral pur])oses not to exceed 20 mills on the dollar, and 
in addition it may levy a tax for interest and sinking 
fund for city bonds. 

c. Town. — The board of trustees may levy a tax for 
the general fnnd, interest, and sinking fund, the tax 
for general purposes not to exceed 5 mills on the dollar. 

3. Collection — 

The collection is the same as the state, by the county 
treasurer, unless the county has adopted the optional 
provision for collection by the township and city 
treasurers. 

II. Poll tax. 

The township board of supervisors in organized 
counties is to assess on every male inhabitant above 
21 and under 50 years of age, except paupers, idiots, 
lunatics, and those otherwise exempt, one day's labor 
in each year as a road poll tax. 

Any city or town in the state may levy on all able- 
bodied male residents between 21 and 50 years of age 
a road poll tax of one day\s labor, which may be com- 
muted at a fixed sum, not to exceed $1.50. 

III. Inheritance tax. 

There is no munici})al inheritance tax. 

IV. Corporation taxes. 

There is a tax of 2 per cent of the premiums received upon insur- 
ance policies issued on property in any city, town, or village, which 
is collected by the state and paid over to the local fire department. 

V. Business taxes and licenses. 

Any township, precinct, town, or city within the county, in which 
a county liquor license is paid, may require in addition from each 
deal(»r paying such a license a sum to be fixed by ordinance, but to 
be not less than $200 nor more than $600. 
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Tlio city council lias power to license jind tax hawkers, peddleiN, 
pawnbrokers, keepers of ordinaries, theatrical and other exhibitions, 
shows and amusements, ticket scaip(MN, empk)yni(Mit a^^iencies, cipirs, 
cigarettes, and light drinks, hackmen, draymen, expressnuMi, etc., and 
public billiard and ball alleys. 

Towiis may license auction estal>hshments, }K>ddlers, and public 
exhibitions. 

School Revenues. 

The coiistitiitioii establishes a per|)etual school fund 
from the proceeds of thi^ sale of public lauds granted 
by the United States for the use of public schools, and 
from certain other sources including escheat, fines, 
donations, etc. This fund is to be apportioned to the 



several sc^liool districts in proportion to the number of 
school child rcMi. The proceeds of the county poll 
taxes and dog hcenses are also apportioned for school 
purposes. 

A district school tax is to be levied by the local board 
of education not exceecH ng 2{) mills on the dollar on all 
personal and real property within the district, which 
tax is placed on the roll of tht^ coimty and collected by 
the county treasurer, and \\\c board may make further 
levy to provide a sinking fund for l)oiids. The electors 
have the power to instruct the district school board as 
to the lew of school taxes. 



TENNESSEE.' 



Tennessee draws lier |)rincipal revenue from the 
general propert}^ tax and from licenses. The (hstin- 
guishing feature of the system is a carefully worked out 
system of privilege taxes upon the exercise of various 
occupations which supplements the general })ro])erty 
tax. There are special cor|)oration taxes, similar in 
nature to the privilege taxes on individuals, and state 
poll and collateral inheritance taxes, as well as spe- 
cific taxes on land transfers and on litigation. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 

ARTICLE II. 

Sec. 28. All property, real, personal, or mixed, shall be taxed, but the 
legislature may except such as may be held by the state, by counties, 
cities, or towns, and used exclusively for public or corporation purposes, 
and such as may be held and used for purposes purely religious, chari- 
table, scientific, literary, or educational, and shall except one thousand 
dollars' worth of personal property in the hands of each taxpayer and 
the direct produce of the soil in the hands of the producer and his imme- 
diate vendee. All property shall be taxed according to its value, that 
value to be ascertained in such manner as the legislature shall direct, so 
that taxes shall be equal and uniform throughout the state. No one 
species of property from which a tax may be collected shall be taxed 
higher than any other species of property of the same value, but the 
legislature shall have power to tax merchants, peddlers, and privileges 
in such manner as they may from time to time diri^ct. The portion of 
a merchant's capital used in the purchase of merchandise sold by him 
to nonresidents and sent beyond the state shall not ho taxed at a rate 
higher than the ad valorem tax on property. The legislature slial! have 
power to lew a tax upon incomes derived from stocks and l>onds that 
are not taxed ad valorem. All male citizens of this state over the age 
of twenty-one y(*ars, except sucli persons as may be exempted by law on 
account of age or other infirmity, shall be liable to a poll tax of not less 
than fiftv cents nor more than one dollar per annum. Nor shall any 

1 This compilation is derived mainly from tlie following sources: 

Code of Tennessee, compiled by li, T. Shannon. Marshall & l^ruce 
Co., Nashville, Tenn., 1890. 

Acts of Tennessee, 1897: Nasliville, Tenn., 1897. 

Acts of Tennessee, 1898 (extra session): Nashville, Tvun., 1898. 

Acts of Tennessee, 1899: Nashville, Tenn., 1899. 

Acts of Tenness(H', 19()1 : Nashville, Tenn., 11K)1 . 

Supplement to Code of Tennessee, 1897 to 11K)3, bv K. T. Shannon. 
Marshall & Bruce Co., Nashville, Tenn., 1903. 

Dit'est of the Tennessee Tax Laws, U)01 , prepaied by Theo. H. King, 
comptroller of the treasury; Nashville, Tenn., 19()1. 



county or corporation levy a p()ll tax exceeding the amount hn i<Ml by 
th(* state. 

Sec. 29. The general assembly shall have power to authorize the s(>v- 
eral counties and incorporateil towns in the state, to impose^ taxes for 
county and corporation purposes, respectively, in such manner as shall 
be prescribed l)v law; and all })roperty sliall be taxed according to its 
value, upon the principles estal)lished in regard to state taxation. * * * 

Sec. 30. No article manufacturcHl of the produce of this state shall 
be taxed otherwise tlian to pay ins[)ection fees. 

ARTICLE IV. 

Sec. 1. (Every male person of the age of twenty-one years, being a 
citizen of the United States * * * inay vote, if he has paid the 
poll taxes assessed against him. llie ])oll is to ]w levied on all male 

citizens.) 

ARTICLE XL 

Sec. 12. (The state taxes, derived hereaftt'rfroin polls, shall be appro- 
priated to educational purposes, in such manner as the general assembly 
shall direct by law.) 

OFFICE lis. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are: 

(1) (\)unty assessors, elected for a term of four years. In counties 
of .5(),(KX) or over, there is one assessor for th(^ whole coimty. In other 
counties each civil district is to elect an assessor. 

(2) County board of eciualizers, compo.sed of five freeholders, elected 
by tlie c[uartei*ly couit of eacli county. In taxing districts of 60,(XX) or 
over two members of the l)oard are to be apj)ointed l)y the city council, 
and in cities of o.OOO to ()(),(K)0 one niend)er of the board is to be so 
appointed. 

(3) State board of eciuali/^ation, composed of the secretary of state, 
treasurer, and comptroller of the treasury. 

(32) County trustee, tax colkH'tor, elected for two years. 

(4) Revenue coimnissioners, three in nmnber, elected cvcm'v <wo 
years l)y the (juarterly courts, oi e of whom is to be an cxjxmI nccount- 
ant. They are to ins|)ect rei)orts and examine accounts. 

(o) Kevenue agents, three in numlxM-, appointed by i\w <'oniptroller 
for a term of two years. They are to examine the records of collections 
and disbursements, and may also bring suit against d(>lin(|uent officers 
and corporations. To indemnify the state lo f)er cent, which the rev- 
enu< agent retains, is to be added to the r<^co\ery in all suits. 

((I) State tax assessors, commordy known as tin* railroad connnission, 
three frcn^iolders, appointed by the governor biennially. 

(7) Board of etjualization (jf railroad assessments, composed of the 
governor, treasurer, and secretaiy of state. 
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wState Revenues, 



A. TAXES, 



I. The general property tax. 
1. Base^- 
a. The property included and exempt, — All property, 
real Miid personal, is subject to taxation for state, 
coiiiity, and municipal purposes, ex('e])t such as is 
declared exempt. 

(1) and (2) ^'Real property" and " person n! {)roper( \ " are not de- 
fined for purposes of taxation. 

(3) Exemptions in addition to [)iil>lie property \\\v: All property 
belonging to any relijjious, eliaritjd)le, scieritilic, or educational institu- 
tion not used in seeular business; all ecuiieteries; (i;ro\viMg crops; tbe 
direet produce of the soil in the bands of the producci- or liis iunnediate 
vendee, and manufactured su'ticles of the state in the hands of tlie 
manufacturer; personal property of the value of $1,000 in the hands of 
each resident taxpayer. 

6. Assessment. — The assessment for state, county, 
and municij)al pur})oses is made by the coimty assess- 
ors. Personal property is to be assessed aimually. real 
estate (assessed in 1902) every two years, and both at 
their ^^ actual casli value," which is defined to mean 
the price at which the property would scvll at a fair 
volimtary sale. The assessment refers to January 10. 
Tlie assessor is required to visit all realty, see person- 
ally eacli tax{)ayer, and take liis statement of all prop- 
erty, real and personal, witliout regard to any exemp- 
tion. The taxpayer must make oath to the amount of 
his property but not to the value which is computed 
by the assessor. The })enalty for refusal to make the 
schedule or list or to take the oatli is a fine of $10 to 
$50, u{)on conviction of the misdemeanor. Suits for 
collection can not be brought on notes and choses in 
action not listed. 

('han<^es to the (^xtent of $200 in the value of real estate ai'e to be 
noted arHHially by the assessor, as \v(dl as any impi-ovcMnents thereon. 

The amount of income of Tnited States bonds and of all other 
stocks and b(»nds not taxed ad valorem is to be ass(\ssed as personally. 
All otlicr bonds and all shares of st()("k, except when the cornorat(* 
prop<'i-ly or- capital stock is assessed in lieu thereof, are to h{» listed. 
All personal prnj)crty which is a part of the capital invested in tlie 
business of a merchant, factor, m- manufacturer, is not io be assessc^l 
sepai'ately as petsonally. but as j^art of tfie ca[ntal. 

Manufactmvrs are a^st^v.,.^] ^^ tlu^ raw materials and articles in 
process of jnarmfactm-c. but I he va hie of articles linisluHl from the \)ViA 
\ice of the state in \\w \\\\\\{\> of the mnnufactunn" is to be deducted in 
assessinf^ ])roper'ty or capital >toek. 

^hM•chants are assessed on the a\era^'e capital investcnl in tla^ business 
duriuL' the year, which is found by (Tividin^ the sum of the hi<j:hest 
and the lowest amounts of stock by two. 

Ot stocks of m<M'cbandise st)ld at auction oi- on coFumission, one-third 
of tln^ aij:^r(^«i:ate amount of the annual sale-> i^ to b(^ r(»turned for taxa- 
tion. 

Capital employed in ti'adin^', where- there is no ^itx-k of <,^oods on hand, 
form-^ the i)a^is of asse.ssment. 

Corporations ar(^ assessful on tlu^r real estaie and tan<i:ible personalty 
as individuals. 'Vhvy are also assessed on tiieir <-apital stock as repr(^- 
sentin<]; fi-an<'hise-, (M>em<M\ts, inc<)iporeal ri^ht< ami j)rivil(\i:es at tlie 
a.s:,irn'^'ate market \aluc of the shar-es of stock and bond<'d debt, less the 
asses.sed value of tauL'-ibie property. Thesto<'ks an<] l)ondsare not otlau'- 
wise a.ss(!sse(l to the coi poiat ion or irsdividual holders. 



Foreign corporations are assessed only on the actual easli value of the 
corporate property in the state, taking into consideration the franchise 
and intangible values in the state. 

Bank stock is assessed in the name of the shareholders at its cash 
value less a proportionate share of the realty and tangible personalty 
taxed to the bank. This is in lieu of the tax on capital stock of banks. 

Railroad, telegraph, and teleplione companies are assessed by the 
state tax assessors on the basis of schedules of propeity made out by the 
companies. There is a penalty of %\ ,fXX) for failure to file the schedule. 
In making the valuation of property the assessors are to liave in view 
the capital stock, the corporate property, tlie franchises of each com- 
pany, and the gross receipts and nuirket value of the shares of stock and 
bonded del)t. 

The "r-oad" of any railroad propertv^ includes all tracks, switches, 
bridges, and superstructures of every kind. The '' line '' of any telegraph 
or teleplione company includes all wires, poles, instruments, and rights 
of way. 

Tlie "distributable property" includes the roadbed, rolling stock, 
franchises, clioses in action, and personal property having no actual 
situs. This is to be valued separately from other property and $1,0(X) 
exemption deducted. Tlie valuation is then distributed according to 
the value per mile. The '^ localized property," including the depots and 
other property with an actual situs, is assessed where located, by regular 
count}'^ and city assessors. 

Back assessment or reassessment of taxes on property that has 
esca[)ed or been undervalued is made by the county court clerk in the 
case of merchants' taxes, or by the county trustee in the case of other 
taxes. A penalty of 25 per cent may be imposed for violation of the 
revenue provisions in the back assessment, 

c. Equalization. — The county board of equalizers 
compares and equalizes the county assessments, 
eliminates property exempt, and hears complaints. 
The board may increase or lower the entire assessment 
roll, or any item therein, to conform to the actual cash 
value. 

The state board of equalization at its biennial ses- 
sions is to equalize the assessments of all properties in 
the state, except such as are to be equalized by the 
governor, secretary of state, and treasurer. 

The assessment of railroad, telegraph, and telephone companies, as 
made by the state tax assessors of railroads, is equalized by a board of 
equalization composed of the governor, secretary of state, and treasurer. 

2. Rate— 

Taxes are levied by statute at the rate of 50 cents on (^yqyj $100 
worth of property, of which 35 cents is for general state purposes and 
15 cents for school purposes, 

3. Collection — 

All taxes, including state, county, railroad, municipal, 
highway, and school, are collected by the county trus- 
tee. Taxes are payal)le tlie first Monday in October, 
except municipal taxes of cities having a population 
of 100,000 or over and those of municipal corporations 
authorized to collect tlieir own taxes. Taxes are a lien 
on the property assessed from the 10th of January, 
and are delinquent afttT the 1st of March, after wdiich 
th(»r(* is a penalty of 1 per cent a month. They may 
1)(^ colbn'ted by distress and sale. 

Taxes on the stock of banks and loan and investment companies are 
to b(* eollfveted from the presid(Mit of the corporation. 

Taxes assessed on railroad, telegraph, and telephone c()m])anies on 
behalf of the state are collected by the comptroller, but taxes due any 
county or eitv are collected bv the county trustee. 
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If any property escapes assessment , it is the duty of the trustee to 
assess the same and report the taxes collected as "picked-up" taxes. 
The trustee can not receipt for the property tax if the poll tax is unpaid. 

The trustee is compensated by commissions from the moneys col- 
lected. 

II. Foil tax. 

Every male inhabitant between the ao;es of 21 and 
50 years^ except persons wlio are deaf, diinib^ bhnd, 
or incapable of labor and of earnins; a livelihood^ are 
to pay an annual tax of $1 for school purposes. This 
tax is distributed amono; tlie school districts of the 
county where collected in proportion to the number of 
school children in such district. It appears only in 
reports of county revenue. This tax must be paid 
before the property tax will l)e received, and its pay- 
ment is a prerecjuisite of the enjoyment of the elective 
franchise. Delincpient poll taxes may l)e collected by 
distress and sale or garnishment, and the officer is 
entitled to 12| per cent commissioii and fees for his 
services. 

III. Inheritance tax. 

All estates, real, personal, or mixed, passing by 
will or under the intestate laws of the state, or trans- 
ferred in contemplation of death, other than to the 
father, mother, husband, Avife, and lineal descendants, 
are subject to a duty of $5 on every $100 of clear value. 
Estates valued at less than $250 are exempt. 

IV. Corporation taxes. 

Corporations, like individuals, are sid)ject to the ad 
valorem tax on property. The value of intangible 
property is reached by an assessment of the capital 
stock and bonded debt. 

Privilege taxes are collected annually by the comp- 
troller from the following corporations, in lieu of all 
other taxes except ad valorem: 

Express companies — If lines in the state are less than 100 miles, 
$.500; more than 100 miles, $2,000; sleeping car companies, $2,500; 
news companies, $500. Kailroad companies — companies exempt from 
ad valorem tax, per mile, $120 (special contracts from eleven com- 
panies to pay $4,500 for ten years in lieu of all other taxes authorized). 
Trading stamp companies, in each county, $5(X); merchants using 
stamps, $250. Telegraph companies— 25 to 100 miles of wire, $20: 1 00 
to 300 miles of wire, $200; 3(X) to 1,000 miles of wire, $7(X); 1,CKX) to 
6,000 miles, for each 100 miles over 1,(K)0,$20; for nwh 100 miles over 
6,000, $10. Fiailroad terminal companies— counties of 1)0,0(X) inhabit- 
ants, $500; 70,(X)0 to 1)0,000, $400; 50,(XX) to 70,(XK), $.3(X). T(4ephone 
companies — counties of 50,0{X) inliabitants or ov(M', each instrument, 
50 cents; 30,000 to 50,000, each instrument, 35 cents; less than 30,(XX), 
each instrument, 20 cents Insurance companies are re(|uired to pay 
the insurance conunissioner — foreign fire, life, and all other companies 
of other states, 2| per cent of the gross premium receipts in the state, 
payable semiannually, January and July; nuitual fire cDmpanies of the 
state doing business outside county of domicile, $300. Building and 
loan associations—capita] paid in, up'to $10,000, $20; $10,(KX) to $25,0(X), 
$47: $25,(X}0 to $50,000, $95; $50,(XX) to $100,0{X), $M0; $100, (XX) to 
$150,000, $187.50; $150,(X)0 to $2(X),000, $280; $2fK),{K)0 to $250,0(X), 
$375- $250,(XX) to $300,(X)0, $408: $300,(X)0 to S350,(XX), $562.50; 
$35o!(X)Oto$400,(KX), $ti56: $400,0(X) to $450.fKX), $750; $150,0(X) to 
$500,0(X), $893: each additional $l(X),fKX) or fractional part, $92.50. 

There is a penaltv of 1 per cent per day for the nonpayment of privi- 
lege taxes, and to exercise any privilege without first paying the tax is 
a misdemeanor for which the line is $50 to $5(X). 



V. Business taxes and licenses. 

The following occupations are declared to be privi- 
leges, and the taxes thereon are collected annually by 
the county court clerk ludess otherwise stated. 

A privilege is dediuHl to be the exercise of a business 
or occupation which recjuires a license. Tlie imposi- 
tion of a privilege tax is not to be construed as a 
release or exemption from the ad valorem tax unless 
speciall}^ provided . 

Merchants are to pay, in addition to tlu^ ad valorem tax upon the 
average capital invested by tliem in theii- l)usincss of 50 cents on $1(X), 
a privilege tax of 15 cents on each $100, 7.\ cents of wliicii is for school 
purposes and 72 cents for state purposes. This tax is nev<M- to f)e less 
than $5; $5 is to be paid when the license is taken out and equally 
divided between the state and tlie county. 

Al)stract companies — cities of 35,000 inhabitants or t)ver, $50; 10,000 
to 35,(XX),$25: less than 10,000,$10. Ad\ertising companies - st r-eet (>ars, 
counties of (^0,{XX) inhabitants or over, $1(X); counties of h>ss than ()0,()(K), 
$25; dunmiy cais or railroad cars, counties of 50,(XX) inluibitants or 
over, $50; counties of less than 50,000, $25; railroad depots in each 
county, $10. Artists and photographers — cities and taxing disti'icts of 
over 20,0(X) inhabitants, $25; 6,(XX)to20,0(X),$15; 2,000 to 6,(XX), $7.50; 
imder 2,(XX), $5; galleries, outside cities and towns, $3; traveling gal- 
leries, for the state, $50; agents for j^icture enlarging outside state, $20. 
Auctioneers— cities of 35,(X)0 inhabitants or over, $20; 20,(X)0 to 35,000, 
$15; 6,(XX) to 20,000, $10; 6,(XX) or less, $5; outside of cities, transient 
auctioneers^ $20 per week. Baseball parks — counties of 50,000 inhabit- 
ants or over, $25; 20,000 to 50,(XK), $15; less than 20,(XX), $10; traveling 
ball teams not playing in regular parks, $10. Breweries — agents of brew- 
eries in cities of 20,000 inhabitants or over, $2.50; from7,5(X) to 20,(XX), 
$125; 7,500 or under, $,50. Billposters— cities of 35,(XX) inliabitants 
or over, $,50; 7,000 to 35,000, $30; 2,(XX) to 7,(XX), $10. Bicycle dealers 
or renters, $10. Bottlers (other than natural mineral w^aters) — coun- 
ties of 50,(XX) inhabitants or over, $75; 35,(XX) to 50,(XX), $50; 25,000 to 
35,000, $25; less than 25,000, $10. Brokers (other than real estate or 
merchandise)— cities of 30,(X)0 inhabitants or over, $50; 20,000 to 
30,(XX), $40; less than 20,(XKy, $25; outside of cities, $25. Bankers and 
insurance companies must also pay this tax if engaged in brokerage 
business. Brokers (merchandise) cities of ,50,(XK) inhabitants or over, 
$30; 20,000 to ,50,0(X), $20; 10,0(X) to 20,(X)0, $15: less than 10,CXX), 
$7.50. Butchers— cities of 20,rXX) irdiabitants or over, $15; 10,0{X) to 
20,{XX), $10; 6,(HX) to 1{),(XX), $7.50: 3,(X)0 to f),(XX), $5; 1 ,(XX) to 3,0(X), 
$5. Wholesale dealers in fresh nunit and cold storage companies — 
counties of .50XXX) inhabitants or over, $1.50; less than ,50,0(X) and over 
40,0(X), $75; less than 40,CK)0, $10. (^igar stands^-cities of 20,(XX) inhab- 
itants or over, $10; under 20,(XX), $5. Check room — when the charge is 
10 cents per day, $20; when the charge is less than 10 cents per day, 
$10. Circuses and menageries — counties of ,50,(X)0 inhabitants and 
over, $2(X) per day; lo,{XX) to .50,rKX), $1.50 per day; less than 15,fK)0, 
$25 per day; sleight of liand, $20 per day; other exhibitions, $15 per 
day, $.30 per week, $100 per juonth ; traveling companies (outside taxed 
theaters), $5 per day, $25 p<'r week, $1(X) per month; concerts, magic 
lantern shows, etc, $5 per day. Trained animal exhibitions counties 
of .50,(XK) inhabitants or over, $30 per day; 30,0(K) to 50,0(K), .$25 per 
day; less than 30,{KX), $15 per day. Wild ^Vest shows counties 
of .50,(XX) inhal)itants or over, $1.50 per day; k^ss tfian 50,(K)(), $75 
per day. Coal and coke dealers — cities of .35,000 inlial)itants o?- ovc^r, 
$30; (),000 to 35,(X)0, $15; less than (;,OtK), $5; outside cities, $5. 
Coal oil or i)etroleum products cities of .30,t)00 inhabitants or over, 
$2(X); lOXKX) to 30,(XX), $1(X): 5,t)00 to 10,000, $75; 2,000 to 5,000, 
$,50; less than 2, (XX), $25. (k)llection agencies (^ities of 20,(XX) in- 
habitants or over, $20; less than 20,0(X), $10. Conunercial ag(^n- 
eies cities of 20,(XX) inhal)ilants or over, $125; under 20,0t)0. $50; 
local, $11. Construction companies — foreign, in (»ach <'ountv, $50; 
domestic, in each county, $15. Cottons(>ed-oil mills plants pressing 
under 1 ,fXX) tons aimually, $15; 1.000 to 5,(XK), $30; 5,(X)0 to 10,000, 
$40; 10,(XX) to 20,(XK), $t)0; 20,(XK) to :^,0.0(K), $100; .30,(XX) t«> .50,000, 
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$150; 50,000 to 75,000, $200: 75,000 to 100,CKX), $300; 100,000 or 
over, $350. C/Otton compresses — pressing 1 to 20,0(X) bales pef aniiuin, 
$25; 20,000 to 50,000 bales per annum, $50; 50,000 to 1(K),(X)0 bales 
per annum, $1(X): 1{K).000 bales or over per annum, Sb50. (\)tton 
factors^-cities of 20.000 iobabitants or over, $25; 10,(X)0 to 20,(K)0, $15; 
5,000 to 10,000, $7.50; less than 5,000, $5. Distillers of whisky— 
capacit}' 10 barrels per day or over, $250; 5 to 10 barrels p(M- day, SI 50; 
2 to 5 barrels per day, $75; 1 to 2 barrels per day, $25; loss than 1 bar- 
rel per day, $10. Distillers of brandy — capacity 5 hainvls or over per 
day, $10; less than 5 barrels per day, $5. Dealers in theater tickets- 
cities of 40,000 inhabitants or over, $15; 20,0(X) to 40.000, $10; 10,000 
to 20,000, 15. Lunch houses and stands— cities of 8,000 inhabitants or 
over, $10; 5,000 to 8,0(X), $5; under 5,0rX), $2.50. Ff^ather renovators, 
each county, $250. Buying fees of witnesses oi- oflicers of court — 
counties of 50,0(X) inhabitants or over, $1(X); 20,(X)0 to 50,000, $50; 
10,{XX) to 20,(X)0, $5; less than 10,(XX), $2.,50. Electric light companies 
—cities of 100,(XX) inhabitants or over, $750; 50,(KX) to 100,0(X), 10,000 
lightsi or over, $500; 7,500 to 10,000 lights, $100; 5.()0() to 7,500 lights, 
$75; 2,500 to 5,(XX) lights, $50: under 2,5(X) lights, $20: cities of 20,000 
to 50,0(X) inhabitants, 5,0(K) lights and over, $250; 2,5tK) to 5,000 
lights, $50; under 2,500 lights, $20; cities of 10,5(X) to 20,000 inhabit- 
ants, 2,500 lights and over, $150; under 2,500 lights, $20; cities of 
4,000 to 10,500 inhabitants, $75; 3, OCX) to 4,000, $40; 2,000 to 3,0(X), 
$20; under 2,(XX), $10. Ferries— cities of 10,000 inhabitants or over 
(within 5 miles), $50; 5,0(X) to 10,000, $30; 3,0(X) to 5,0(K), $20; less 
than 3,0(X), $5, counties more than 5 miles from cities, $5, Flying 
jennies ^cities of 50,000 itihabitants, $100; 20,000 to rX),(XX), $,50; 5,000 
to 20,{X)0, $25; under 5,(XX), $15; counties outside cities, $15. Fortune 
tellers, $10. Fruit stands — cities of 50,000 inhabitants or over, $5; 
under r)0,(XX), $2.50. Futures on exchange — cities of 3(),fXX) inhabitants 
or over, $400; 20,000 to;30,0(X), $300; less, than 20,000, $200. Games- 
billiard, pool tables, alleys, shooting galleries, etc. — cities of 20,000 
inhabitants or over, $25; 10,000 to 20,000, $15; under 10,0(X), $10; coun- 
ties outside cities, $25; throwing rings and other devices, $10. Gas 
companies^citiesof 70,000 inhabitants or over, $700; 30,000 to 70,000, 
$350; 20,(KX) to 30,000, $250; 10,000 to 20,0(X), $125; 4,(XX) to 10,000, $75; 
under 4,(XX), $50 (cities of over 8,000 supplying gas for commercial 
purposes must pay this tax). Hotels — for eacli room, 50 cents; towns 
of 1,000 to 5,000 inhabitants, 25 cents; under 1,000, no tax; summer 
resort hotels, 50 cents. ITucksters — cities of 35,000 inhabitants or over, 
$5; 5,000 to 35,(XX), $3; 3,000 to 5,000, $2; imder 3,0(X), $1. Ice -cities 
of 35,000 inhabitants or over, $100; 15,000 to 35,0(X), $75; 6,(XX) to 
15,tKX), $.50; 2,500 to 6,000, $10; 1,0CX) to 2,.500, $5; ice sold from cars, 
in each covmty, $50; dealers using wagons, per wagon, $5 (tax does not 
apply in tow ns under 1 ,CXX)) . Intelligence offices, $10 ; itinerants, physi- 
cians, (^tc, $KK). Land stock companies — capital $100,000 or over, $25; 
$50,000 to $1(X),{KX), $15; under $50,000, $10. Laundries ^cities of 20,000 
inhal)itants or over, $50; 5,(XX) to 20,0(X), $25; 1,0{X) to 5,(XK), $7,rX); 
under 1,000, no tax; agents for laundries outside of states $10. Light- 
ning rod (knUers ai»d agents, in eacli comity, $1(X); lighting companies 
(other than (4ectric and gas), $1(X); lights for streets, railroad and 
sleeping cars cities of .'0,0(X) inhabitants or over, $100; 20,(XK) to 
50,0(X), $25; und(M- 20,(KM), $10. Liquor dealers (in addition, taxed as 
other merchants) wholcsaKs $200; retail — cities of 6,(XX) inhabitants 
or over, $200; uiuk'r (),00(), $150; l)oats and cars, $2(X). Livery, sale, 
and feed stables — cities of 10,000 inhabitants or over, each stall, 40 
cents; 5,0(X) to 10,(XX), 20 e(>n{s; undcM- 5,000, 10 cents. Luml,)er deal- 
ers, privilege and ad valorem tax as incrchants. Slot machines, music 
boxes, phonographs, etc. nickel-in-the-slot, $10; penny-in-the-slot, 
$2. '")(). Ghance or prize machines, or thos(^ ke[)t by saloon keepers, $100. 
Insurances agents, commencing l)usiness between January 1 and April 1, 
$10; cornm(Micing business between April \ and July 1, $7. .50; com- 
mencing business between July 1 and OctolxM- 1, $5; commencing 
business after October 1, $2.50. Parks (admission fw), $1(X). Pawm- 
brokers (also taxed as merchants) — cities of 30,(MK) inhabitants or over, 
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$150; 8,(XX) to 30,0(X), $75: 0,000 to 8,000, $75; under 6,000, $50; out- 
side cities, $10. Playing cards -wholesale. $20; retail, $5. Ped- 
dlers, on foot, in each county, $10; with horse and vehicle, each county, 
$20; more than one horse, in each county, $10; patent medicine, on 
foot or horse, in each county, $150: patent medicine, horse and wagon, 
in each county, $200; school apparatus, maps, charts, in each county, 
$150; horse and vehicle, $300; each additional horse, $1(X); coal oil 
and gasoline, $10. Park and race track associations, $200. Plumbers 
and gas fitters (taxed also as merchants) — cities of 35,000 inhabitants 
orover,$20; 10,000 to 35,0(X), $15; 5,(X)0 to 10,(X)0,$10; under 5,000, $5. 
Dealers in ranges and clocks (not required of merchants) — counties of 
35,000 inhabitants or over, $25; 20,0(X) to 35,0(X),$20; under 20,000,$15. 
Pace tracks and bookmakers — 1 mile track, $200; one-half mile track, 
$150; one-fourth mile track, $100; bookmakers, per book, $100. Rail- 
road ticket scalpers — cities of 25,(XX) inhabitants or over, $75; 10,000 to 
25,(XX), $50; under 10,(XX}, $25. Real estate dealers^cities of over 
50,(XX) inhabitants, $40; 35,0(X) to 50,000, $30; 20,000 to 35,000, $20; 
10,0(X)to20,0(X),$15; under 10,(KX), $5; counties outside cities, $5. Stock- 
yards, pens, etc. — counties of 60,000 inhabitants or over, $75; 40,000 to 
60,000, $50; under 40,000, $15. Sewing machine companies and 
dealers — (in lieu of all taxes'except merchants^ privilege and ad valorem 
taxes), $200; for each agent (except merchants), $5. Securities (dealers 
in notes, etc.) — counties of 50,000 inhabitants or over, $50; 30,000 to 
50,000, $25; 15,000 to 30,000, $10; under 15,000, $5. Street car com- 
panies and dummy railroads — cities of 35,000 inhabitants or over, per 
mile, $8; 25,(XX) to 35,000, per mile, $6; 10,000 to 20,000, per mile, $3; 
under 10,000, per mile, $1 .50. Express or parcel cars — counties of over 
50,000 inhabitants, $50; under 50,000, $25. Skating rinks— cities of 
20,000 inhabitants or over, $30; 10,000 to 20,000, $15; 5,000 to 10,000, 
$10; under 5,000, $5; outside cities, $5. Theaters- -cities of 40,000 
inhabitants or over, $200; 20,000 to 40,000, $100; 10,000 to 20,000, $50; 
5,000 to 10,0(X), $25; 3,000 to 5,000, $15; under 3,000, $10; counties 
outside cities, $50. Turnpikes per tollgate — toll both ways, counties of 
,50,000 inhabitants or over, $50; 30,0(X) to 50,000, $40; under 30,000, 
$12; companies increasing tolls, per gate, $250. Undertakers — cities 
of 50,000 inhabitants or over, $50; 20,000 to 50,000, $30; 10,000 to 
20,000, $20; 6,000 to 10,000, $10; under 6,000, $5; counties outside 
cities, $5. Variety theaters, $2(X). Warehouses, elevators, and storage 
rooms — cities of 8,000 inhabitants or over, $50; under 8,000, $25; 
8,000 or over (paying tax as commission merchants), $25; under 8,000 
(paying tax as commission merchants), $15; counties over 30,000 out- 
side cities, $25. Water companies — cities of 50,000 inhabitants or over, 
$800; 35,000 to ,50,000, $600; 20,000 to 35,000, $400; 6,000 to 20,000, 
$100; under 6,000, $25, 

VI. Transfer tax. 

On all transfers of realty there is levied a state tax of 
$1 per $1,000 of consideration (which is not to be less 
than the value of the property). This tax on land 
sales is held to be not a privilege but a specific tax. 

VII. Litigation, 

The following taxes are to be charged to loser in bill of costs: Each suit 
inlaw or e(piity in court of record, $2.50; each indictment or present- 
ment, $5; appeal to supreme couit in criminal cases where defendant un- 
successful, $7.-50; appeals from circuit or chancery to supreme court, 
$5; appeal from justice of the peace, $2.50. 

IJ. FEES. 

Secretary of state. — Recording domestic charter, $10; certified copy 
domestic charter, $10; certified copy foreign charter, $20; abstract, for- 
eign cliarter, $20; filing foieign charter, $20; filing articles of consolida- 
tion (in addition to tax), $25: filing articles of agreement between corpo- 
rations, $25; cliarter or ceitiiicate of municipal corporations, $50; com- 
mission of notary public, $3: commission of commissioner of deeds, $10; 
commission of appointee of governor, $5; charters of incorporation, not 
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for religious or educational purposes, $25; foreign corporations, filing 
charter, $UX) (insurance^ eoiiipanies may deduct fees to insurance com- 
missioner). 

Foreign corporations on liling charter, for privilege of entering state 
pay to the s(H'retary of state SKX). (Insurance companies may deduct 
fees paid insurance (;onunissioner.) 

Charter tax on granting of charters or anK^idmenfs is one-tenth of 1 
per cent upon the capital stock lixed or tlie incr(nise. This is to he 
collected l)y the secretary of state as a privilege tax. (\)rpoi'ations for 
literary or religious purposes are exempt . 

Consolidation of companies, hy transfer, lease, or otherwise, is suh- 
ject to a tax of one-t(uith of 1 pei' cent on the capital stocl: of l)()th com- 
panies, wluch is to he collected hy the secretary of stat(^ as a ])rivilege 
tax. 

Insurance conunissioner. — Domestic mutual or assessment fire insur- 
ance filing copy of chartei", etc., $15; filing annual statement, $10. 
Other companies — tiling copy of charter, $.30; annual statement, life, 
$25: annual statement, otlier than life, $15; certiiicafe to agent, $2. 

C( )IT N r Y R E V E N U E S . 
A. TAXES. 

I. The general property tax. 

1. Base — 

The property incliuled and the assessment andeqiiah- 
zation thereof are tlie same for count}' taxes as for 
state. 

2. liate-^- 

The several coimty courts are authorized to lev}^ an 
annual county tax on every $100 of taxable property, 
' not exceeding 30 cents on $100, and exclusive of the 
tax for public roads, pikes, schools, and interest on the 
county debts and of the taxes for other special pur- 
poses. 

3. (Jollection — 
Same as for state taxes. 

II. Poll tax. 

wSame as the state poll tax. 
Ill and IV. Inheritance tax and corporation taxes. 

There are no county inheritance or corj)oration taxes. 
V. Business taxes and licenses. 

Each county is authorized to levy a ]Kivilege tax 
upon merchants and upon other occu})ations declared 
to be privileges, not exceeding in amount that levied 
by the state for state purposes. The imposition of a 
privilege tax is not to be construed as an exemption 
from an ad valorem tax imless so specially provided. 

Marriage licenses (to he used for school purposes), $1 . 

MiTNKiPAL Revenues. 
A. taxes. 

I. The general property tax. 
1. Base- 
The propertv included and the assessment andecpiali- 
zation thereof are the same for municipal taxation as 
for state. 



2. Rate- 

Municipalities of over 20.000 inhal)itants, 15 mills on the dollar; 
12,(XX) to 20,0(X), 12A mills on the dollar: 5,(X)0 to 12,0{X), 10 mills on 
the dollar: under 5,(XK), 7\ mills on the dollar. 

3. Collection- - 

The collection is the same as for state, except that 
munici[)al corporations luiving power under their 
charter to collect their own laxt^s on ])rop(n'ty, privi- 
leges, and ])olls may provide tlu^-efor by ordinance. 
II. Poll tax. 

The mimicipal ])oll tax is not to c^xcetnl §1, and the 
satne ratio between the amount of the j^ol! tax and the 
rate on ])roperty is to be observed as in state taxation. 
■ 111 and IV. Inlierltance tax and corporation taxes. 

There are no inheritance or corporation taxes. 
V. Business taxes and licenses. 

Each mimicipality is tiuthorized to levy the same 
''privilege taxes" as the state and county. 

Taxing District Rexenues. 

The several towns, cities, or communities in the state, 
the popidation of wdiich does not exceed 30,000 and the 
charters of incorporation of which have been repealed 
or shall hereafter l)e repealed or abolished, are created 
taxing districts, to be styled taxing districts of the sec- 
ond class (and known by the name of the town or city 
at the time the corporation became extinct) . 

After the debts of the taxing districts have been 
compromised with the creditors, the commissioners 
may by ordinance levy taxes upon all property tax- 
able for state purposes and upon all privileges and 
polls, to defray the expenses and pay the compro- 
mised debts. A tax of $1 on every $100 is levied on 
property and one on merchants equal to the state tax. 

vScnooL Revenues. 

The interest on the p(^rmanent school fund and other 
state school moneys is ap|)ortioned by the comptroller 
among the several coimties according to their school 
population. 

The state poll tax goes to tlie public schools in the 
district where collected, and the state tax of 1^ mills 
on the dollar assessed on all property is paid over to 
the county trust(*e in the coimty where collected for 
distribution to tlie school districts. In addition, wlien 
the income from llie state fund and other sources is 
not suflicient to keep U]) a pul)lic school for fiv(^ months 
in the yc^ir, coimtii^s may levy on propc^rty, polls, and 
privilege's enough to keep them up six months, but 
such tax is not to exceed tlie entire^ state tax. 

jMunicipal corporations ma}' also impose an addi- 
tional tax. 
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Texas depends priniarily upon the general ])ropertY 
tax for state, county, and local revenues. Tlierc^ is an 
elaborate system of ''occupation" taxes on various 
lines of business^ incorporation and franclusc^ tax(\s on 
corporations, and some special tax(\s on the gross 
receipts of transportation and insurance^ companies. 
Tliese taxes are in addition to the general propc^rty tax. 
There are also state^ county, and nuiniclpal poll taxes^ 
but no inheritance tax. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS . 

Ainu LK vni. 

Sec. 1. Taxation sliall be (Mjual and iniiforni. All property in this 
state, whetlier owned hy natural persons of corjHHations, other than 
municipal, shall he taxcn] iti pro[)ortion to its \ alue, wiiieh sliall he ascer- 
tained as may l)e provided hy law. The le^dsiatutv may impose a poll 
tax. It may also impose occupation taxes, both upon natural persons 
and upon corpoi'ations other than munici[)ah doing any l)usiness in 
this state. It may also tax incomes of ])olh natural persons and cor- 
porations oth(M- than numicipal, except that persons en<jaged in me- 
chanical and ai^ricultural pursuits shall laner he recpiired to pay an 
occupation tax: Provided, That two hundred and fifty dollars' worth of 
household and kitchen furniture belonging to eacli family in this state 
shall be exempt from taxation: And jn'ovided Jurther, That the occupa- 
tion tax le\'i(Hl l)y any county, city, or town for- any year on persons or 
corporations pursuing any profession or business shall not exceed one- 
half of the tax levied by the state for the same period on such profession 
or business. 

Seo. 2. All occiipatit)n taxes shall be erpial and imiforni upon the 
same class of subjects witliin the limits of the authoiity levying the tax, 
but the legislature may by general laws exem[)t from taxation public 
property used for puldic purposes; actual places of religious worship; 
places of burial not held for private or corporate profit; all buildings 
used exclusively and owned l)y persons or associations of persons for 
school purposes (and the necessary furniture of all schools), and institu- 
tions of purely public charity; and all laws exempting property from 
taxation other than the property above mentioned shall Ix^ void. 

Sec. 3. Taxes shall be levied and collected by general laws and for 
pul)li(' purpos(^s ordy. 

Sec. 4. The power to tax corporations and corporate property sliall 
not j)e surrendered or suspended hjact of the legislatiue l)y any contract 
or grant to which the state sliall be a party. 

Sec. 5. All property of riulroad companies of whatever description 
lying or being witliin tlie limits of any city or incorporated town within 
this state sliall Imw its proportionate share of munici})al taxation, and 
if any such j)ro|)ei-ty shall not hav(^ been heretofore rendered, the authori- 
ties of the city or town within which it lies shall liave power to recjuiri^ its 
rendition and collect the usual municipal tax thereon, as on other prop 
erty lying within said nnnH('i})ality. 

Sec. 6. (No money shall he drawn from the treasury but in pursuance 
of speoihc approi)riations madc^ liy law: nor .shall any apjiropriation of 
money be made for a longer term than two years, except by the hrst 
legislature to assemble und(>r this constitution.) 

Sec. 8. All property of railroad compatiies shall be assessed and tlu* 
taxes coll(M'ted in the several counties in which said property is situated, 
inchiding so much of the roadbed and lixturcs as shall be in eacli county. 
Tlu> rolling stock may be assessed in gross !i\ th<> county where the prin- 
cipal oflict* of the company Is located, and the <'ounty tax paid upon it 

^This compilation is derived mainly from the h)llowing sources: 
Sayles's AmiotatcMl Civil Statutes of the State of T(\xas. Sayles and 

wSayles: TljcOilhei-t lk>ok Company, St. Louis. Mo,, 1S9S. 

Supplemcvnt to Savles's Annotated Civil Statutes. IS97 to 1904. W. 

W. Ilerron: llie (iilbert Book (\)mpany, St. Louis, Mo., ltK)8. 



sliall he apportioned l)y the comptroller, in proportion to the distance 
such road may run through any such county, among the several coun- 
ties through whicii tlie road passes as a pai't of their tax assets. 

Sec. 9. Tlie state tax on property, exclusive of the tax necessary to 
pay the public debt and of the taxes provided for the benefit of public 
free schools, shall never exceed thirty-live cents on the one hundred dol- 
lars valuation; and no county, city, or town shall levy more than twenty- 
five c(Mits for city t)r county purposes, and not to exceed tifteen cents for 
roads and l>ridges on the one hundred dollars valuation, except for the 
payment of debts incurred prior to the adoption of the amendment, 
September twentj'-five, anno domini eighteen liundi'ed and eighty- 
three; and for i\w erection of puldic buildings, stixH^ts, sewers, water- 
works, and otlier permanent improvements, not to excised twenty-live 
cents on the one hundred dollars valuation in any one y(»ai\ and except 
as is in this constitution otherwise provided; and the h^gislatvire: may 
also authorize an additional annual ad valorem tax to be levied and col- 
jected for the further maintenance of public roads: Provided, That a 
majority of the qualified propc^rty taxpaying voter's of the county, 
noting at an election to be held for that purpose, shall vote such tax, not 
to (vxceed fifteen cents on the one hundred dollars valuation of the prop- 
erty subject to taxation in sucli county. And the legislature may pass 
local laws for tlie maintenance of public roads and highways without the 
local notice required for special oi' local laws. 

Se(\ 10. The legislature shall have no pow(»r to release the inhabitants 
of, or property in, any county, city, or town from the payment of taxes 
levied for state or county purposes, imless in case of great public calamity 
in any such county, city, or towni, wlien such release may be made by a 
vote of two-thirds of each house of the legislature*. 

Seo. 11. All property, whether owned by persons or corporations, 
shall be assessed for taxation and the taxes paid in the county where 
situated, but the legislature may by a two-thirds vote authorize the pay- 
ment of taxes of nonresidents of counties to be made at the oflice of the 
comptroller of pubHc accounts. And all lands and other property not 
rendered for taxation by the owner thereof shall b(^ assessed at its fair 
value by the proper oflicer. 

Sec 12. All property subject to taxation in and owned by residents 
of unorganized counties, shall be assessed and the taxes thereon paid in 
tlie counties to whicli sucli unorganized counties shall l)e attached for 
judicial purposes; and lands lying in and owned by nonresidents of 
unorganized counties, and lands lying in the territory not laid off into 
counties, shall be assessed and th(^ taxes thereon collected at the office 
of the comptroller of the state. 

Sec. 13. (Provision for tax sales and redemption.) 

Sec. 14. (Election of county assessor for a two-year term.) 

Sec. 15. (Taxes on land to be a lien thereon.) 

Sec. 16. (Sheriff to be collector of taxes for tlie county, except in 
counties having over ten thousand inhabitants, when a collector is to be 
(dected.) 

Sec. 17. The specification of the objects and subjects of taxation shall 
not deprive the legislatun^ of the power to require other subjects or 
ol)jects to be taxed, in sucli manner as may be consistent with the prin- 
ciples of taxation fixed in this constitution. 

Se(\ 18. The legislature shall provide for equalizing, as near as may be, 
i]w valuation of all pro[)ei4y subject to or rendered for taxation (tlie 
countv commissioners' coiut to constitute a board of e(jualization); and 
may also provide for the classification of all lands and titles. 

Sec. 19. Farm products in the hands of the producc^r and family sup- 
plies for home and farm us{^ are exempt from all taxat ion imt il otherwise 
(htccted by a two-thirds votc> of all tla^ members elect to both houses of 
I the legislature. 

ARTK LE III. 

Si:( . 4<S. The legislature" slndl not have th(^ right to levy taxes or impose 
hurdiMis upon the people, except to raise revenue sufli(M(Mit for th(^ oco- 
noniiral administration of tire governnxMit, in which may be included the 
follovving {)urpos(*s: 
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The payment of all interest upon the bonded debt of the state. 

Tlie erection and repairs of public Iniildings. 

The benefit of the sinking fund, wliich shall not be more than two per 
centum of tlie public debt; and for the payment of tlie pi-esent floating 
debt of tlie state, including matured bonds, for the payment of which the 
sinking fund is inadequate. 

Tlie support of public scliools, in which shall be included colleges and 
universities established by the state; and the maintenance and support 
of the agricultural and mechanical colleges of Texas. 

The payment of the cost of assessing and collecting the revenue^; and 
the payment of all officers, agents, and employees of the state govern- 
ment, and all incidental expenses connected therewith with reference 
to tjieir value in the several counties. 

Th(^ support of the blind asylum, tlu^ doni and dumb asylum, and the 
insane asylum, the state cemetery, and the j^ublic pouuds of the state. 

The enforcement of quarantine rt^gulations on the coast of Texas. 

The protection of the frontier. 

ARTICLE XI. 

Sec. 4. Cities and towns having a population of ten thousand inhabit- 
ants or less * * * may levy, assess, and collect an amund tax to 
defray the current expenses of tlieir local gov(Mnunent, but sucli tax sliall 
never exceed for any one year onc^-fourth of one per ctMit, and shall Ix^ 
collectible in current money . And a 11 license* and occupa t ion ta X(*s levied , 
and all fines, forfeiture's, penalties, and other dues accruing to citi<\s and 
towns, sliall be collectible only in ciu'rent money. 

Se(^ o. Cities havingmore tlian ten thousand inhabitants may * * * 
levy, ass(\ss, and collect such tax(\s as may ho authorized by law, but no tax 
for any pur[)ose shall vvcr be lawful for any one year whicli shall exceed 
two and one-liaff per cent of the taxable property of such city; and no 
debt shall ever be created by any city unless at the same time provision 
be made to assess and collect annually a sufficient sum to f)ay the inter<\st 
thereon and create a sinking fund of at least two per ami ther(H)n. 

Sec. 6. Comities, cities, and towns are authorized, in such mode as may 
now or may hereafter be provided by law, to levy, assess, and c()ll(M't tln^ 
taxes necessary to pay the interest and provide a sinking fund to satisfy 
any indebtedness heretofore legally made and undertaken; but n\\ sucli 
taxes sliall be assessed and collected si^paratclyfrom that levienl, assessed, 
and collected for cui'rent expenses of municipal government, and sliall, 
when levied, specify in the act of levying the purpose tlu^refor, and sucli 
taxes may be paid in the coupons, l)onds, or other indebtedness for the 
payment of which such tax may iiave been levied. 

Sec. 7. (All counties and cities bordering on the coast of the Ciulf of 
Mexico are her(4)y authorized, upon a vot(> of two-tliirds of the tax- 
pavt'rs th(»rein (to be ascertained as may Ix* j)rovid(Hl by law), to levy 
and collect such tax for construction of seawalls, breakwaters, oi- sani- 
tary purposes as may be authorized l)y law.) 

Sec. 8. (The property of counties, cities, and towns held for public 
purposes is exempt from taxation.) 

Sec. H). Tlie legislatiu-e may constitute any city or town a separate 
and independent school district. And when tli(* (ntizcMis of any city or 
town have a chart(U', authorizing tlie cit}^ authorities to levy and coll(>ct 
a tax for the su})port and maintenance of a public instit ution of learning, 
such tax may hereaft{>r be levied and collected, if, at an election held for 
that purpose, two-thirds of the taxpayers of such city or town shall vote 
for such tax. 

OFFICERS. 

The ofFu'.crs most directly conceriieci with taxation 
are: 

(1) Town and city asses.sors, elected every two y(>ars. 

(2) Town and city collcM'tors, elected every two years. 

(la) (V>unty assessor, electinl 1)V the county for [i teiiri of two years. 
(2a) County collector, ehn'ted for two years in counties with a popu- 
lation of over 10,000; in otheis the slu^rilf is ex officio collector. 

(3) County board of ecjualization, composed of tlu" commissioners' 
court of the county. 

(4) Comptroller of public accounts. 

(5) Board of equalization for unorganized counties, consisting of the 
governor, attorney-general, and secretary of state. 



State Revenues. 



A. TAXES. 



I. TJie general property fax, 
1. Base — 
a. The property included and exempt. — All property^ 
real, personal; or mixed, excej)! siicli as is expressly 
exempted, is subject to taxation. 

(1) "Real property,'' for purposes of taxation, is construed to include 
the land itself, and all buildings, .structures, and improvements or other 
(ixtures thereon, and all rights and privileges a|)pertaining thereto, and 
all mines, minerals, quarries, and fossils in and under the same. 

(2) "Personal property'' includes all goods, chattels, and (^Hects, and 
all moneys, credits, and bonds owned by citizens of the state, whether the 
same b(^ in -or out of the state; all ships belonging to inhabitants if reg- 
istered in the state, whether at home or abroad, and all capital invested 
therein; all moneys at interest within or witliout the stat(* due to the 
ownei' al)o\'e what he pays interest foi', and all other debts du(^ incv and 
above a person's indel)tedness; all public stock and securities; all stock 
In corporations (except national f)anks) out of the state owned by resi- 
dents; all j)ersonal estate of moneyed corporations, whether the owners 
thereof aie residents or nonresidents; the income of any annuity, unless 
the cai)ital of such annuity !)e taxed within the state; all shai-(\s in any 
national bank; all improvenuuils on land the title to which is still vested 
in the state or in any railroad company, or whicli have been exemj)ted 
from taxation for the benefit of any corj)orati<>n whose })roperty is not 
subject to tlie same mode and rule of taxation as otlier ])roperty. 

(3) Exemptions, in addition to pu})lic pi'operty, are: l^ublic schools, 
colleges, academies, and all endowment of institutions of learning not 
used with a \ iew to ]:)rolit, but k^asehold estates held under any college 
or university are not exempt; cemeteries; institutions of pul)lic charity; 
fire engines and horses; market lnvuses; ])ublic libraries; household 
furniture of the \alue of $2oO pei' family; and all annual pensions 
granted In' the state. 

h. Assessment. —In general there is 1)iit one assess- 
ment, made annually by tlie county assessors, which 
forms the basis of state and county tjixes. All prop- 
erty is assessed as of January 1, at its true and full 
value, whicli is tlie price that cotdd be obtained for it 
at a private sale wliere th(^ proj)erty is sitmited. The 
taxptiyer states to the assessor tlie list and value of 
his property, and the assessor is recptired to swear tlie 
owner that the inventory contains ti trtie, full, and 
complete list of all his taxahle })roj)erty. 

The valuation as rendered in the list of tlie tax- 
payer is to a ccj'tain cvxtent binding upon the assessor, 
and if lie is not satisfied, lie must refer his estimate 
to tlie ))oard of equalization of the county and notif^^ 
the taxpa\'er. Tlieie arc^ criminal penalties ])rescribed 
for failnre to list, l)ut not for misstatements of \ alue. 

Provision is made for the assessment of back taxes l\}r prcN ions years 
in which ]>ro])erty esea})ed being rendered or asscvssed. 

Credits are assessed only for the l)alance aboNc indcblediKvss, but no 
deduction is allowed for insurance i)remiuni, nolcs. oi- subscription to 
capital stock or l>enevolence. 

l^roperty owned l)y residents and located in unorganized counties is 
to be assess(Ml by the assessor of the county to which it is attached for 
judicial purposes. Lands of ncjiiresidents lying in unorganized counties 
aie to be assessed by the comptrollcu- of ])ublic accounts. Thc^ l)oard 
of ('(jualization for this prof)erty consists of the govenioi', the attorney- 
general, and the secretary of state. 

The property of corporations is assessed the same as other prop- 
erty, in accordance with the constitutional re(iuirement. There are in 
addition, however, various sj)ecial corporation taxes. But shares of 
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capital stock of corporations wliicli are taxed on their capital and prop- 
erty need not be listed. 

National banks are assessed on their real estate, and their shares 
are assessed to the individual holder thereof. All tlie property, both 
real and personal, of a state bank is subject to taxation. Bank officers 
must make a sworn statement of shareholders and their holdings and 
shares must also be listed by the shareholder. Shares are taxed, how- 
ever, onl}^ for the diff.erence between the actual cash value and the 
proportionate amount per share at which its real estate is assessed. 
Deposits are deducted from assets. 

Tlie railroad track and all the propertv of railroads that is located 
in organized counties, except the rolling stock, is to l)e assessed in the 
counties and incorporated towns and cities Jike the pro[)ertj of individ- 
uals. But all railroad property, including the i'oadf)ed, in unorganized 
counties, must be listed'with the comptroller of public accounts. Roll- 
ing stock is assessed by the assessor of the county in which the com- 
pany's principal office is located. The assessment is then revised by 
the board of equalization of that county and apj)ortioned by the comp- 
troller of public accounts to the several count i(*s in proportion to the 
distance that the road runs therein, and listed on the assessment roll as 
other personal property. 

Collectors of taxes of eourUies, cities, nnd towns niv authorized to 
make up a suppJemental I'oll of mdisted pr()p(Mty which they discovcvr 
during collection, and ihey rec(Mve a commission of 1 per cent on prop- 
erty so assessed. .Vssessors are sinn'lai'iy <'ompcn.s}ited \)y conunissions, 
one-half paid by the state and one-half by (he county. 

e. Equalization, — The county boards of eqiialization 
correct errors in the assessment Hsts and equalize the 
vahiations between individuals. They can only act 
on matters of valuation, and the valuation fixed by 
them is final. 

There is no state board of equalization and no cen- 
tral or supervisory power for the enforcement of 
uniform valuation between the comities. 

2. Rate - 

The rate for general purposes is fixed by statute* ni Kk cents on $100 
cash value of taxable property. 

The rate fixed for schools is 18 cents on $100 casli value of all tax- 
able property. 

3. (JoUection — 

In general, taxes for the state and county are col- 
lected by the county tax collector. Taxes sue due the 
1st of October, and the tax collector or his de[)uties at- 
tend at appointed places to receive payment. Taxes 
aredelinqiu^nt the last day of December, and forced col- 
lections are to l)egin thereafter by levy and sale of per- 
sonal property, but, if no such property is found, a 
list of d(^lin<iueiit lands and lots is to be made up by 
March 31, tlu* sale of which is advertised and enforced 
by suit. All pro[)erty is thus liable for taxes and 
may be levied on and sold, and taxes on real property 
are a lien thereon, wliich is superior to assignment, 
attachment, inheritance, or dcnise. 

If any person fails to pay liis taxes by January 31, a 
penalty of 10 per cent on the (nitire amount of such 
taxes accrues, to be paid i)roportionately to state and 
county. 

Taxes on lands of nonresidents in unorganized counties are to be 
paid at the odice of the comptroller of public accounts, who may enforce 
collection. 

Special {provisions are made for the assessment and collection of back 
taxes on hinds not [(Midered or assessed since 1870. 

Collectors are compensated by commissions on the amounts collected. 



II. Foil tax. 

Every male person between the ages of 21 and 60 
years, resident within the state on January 1, is re- 
quired to pay an annual poll tax of $1.50, $1 being for 
the benefit of free schools and 50 cents for general rev- 
enue purposes. Indians not taxed, and insane, blind, 
and deaf and duml^ persons, and thost; who] have lost 
one hand or foot, are exempted. 

III. Inheritance tax. 

There is no tax upon inheritance. 

IV. Oorporatiofi taxes. 

Corporations are, in general, taxed under the prop- 
erty tax above described. There are, in addition, the 
following so-called ^^ occupation^' taxes: 

Railroads and steamboat lines pay the state a tax of 1 per cent on 
their gross receipts from all their passenger traffic within the state. 
This tax is collected by tlie comptroller for state purposes, (/ounty and 
municipal taxes on such receipts are not authorized. 

Express companies pay a tax of l^ per cent of their gross receipts 
within the state to the state treasurer. Upon failure to make the re- 
quired repoi-t and payment there is a, forfeit of |25 per day. 

Street car companies ar'c required to pay $2 per mile of track. 

Sleeping, palace, or dining car companies pay a tax of 2^ per cent of 
their gross receipts from all passenger travel originating in and ending 
in this state, but no "occupation" tax in addition to property taxes is 
to be levied by any county, city, or town on said companies. This tax is 
collected by the state treasurer. A fine of $100 may be imposed for fail- 
ure to make due report and a forfeit of $25 for eacli day the report and 
payment are delayed. These companies also pay to the state a tax of 
one-fourth of 1 per cent on the value of their capital stock in use in the 
state, based on reports to tlie comptroller, being that proportion of the 
whole capital stock, after deducting the amount invested in nnd estate, 
manufacturing plant, materials, and properties other than sleeping, 
palace, and dining cars and equipments, as the miles in the state bear 
to the total mileage. 

Telegraph companies pay 1 cent on every full-rate message sent within 
the state and one-half that for any message less than a full-rate one. The 
tax, based on the sworn statement of the chief managei-, is to be paid 
quarterly to the comptroller. Kailroad messages for running trains and 
for company use and messages sent on ofHcial business by ofhcers of the 
United States are exempt; messages, also, are exempt from any county 
or municipal tax. 

Teleplione companies are to pay an annual tax of 25 cents on each tele- 
phone in use by the company in the statc^, but no other '^occupation" 
tax is to be levied by any county, city, or town. This tax is to be paid 
to the state treasurer. Any com{)any failing to make reports on pay- 
ment forfeits to the state as a penalty the sum of $200. 

Every life insurance company and life and accident insurance com- 
pany is required to pay an aimuai tax of 2 per cent; every fire insurance 
company, one-half of 1 per cent; and each marine, health, livestock, 
guarantee, or accident insurance company, 1 per cent on the gross 
|)remium rec^iipts in tlu^ state reported to the conmiissioner of insurance 
on sworn statements, l^iyment is made to the stale treasurer. No 
occupation tax is to Ik* levied by any county^ town, or city on such 
companies. 

(ias companies, electric liglit companies, and waterworks companies 
in cities with a population of 10,(X)0 or more are required to pay a tax of 
S:i5; in cities with a population of less than 10,0(X), $20. 

FjVi^vy domestic corporation chartered previously to May 15, 1897, is 
required to pay to the secretary of state an annual franchise tax of $10 
by May 1 . 

Every domestic corporation chartered after May 15, 1897, is required 
tf> i)ay an annual franchise tax of $10, but if the authorized capital is 
over m),mO and less than $100,000, $20; from $100,000 to $200,000, 
$30: over $200,(X)0, $50. 
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Foreign corporations authorized to do business in the state pay thc^ 
following franchise taxes: On capital of $25,0(X)orless,$25; from$2.5/XX) 
to $100,000, SlOO; over$l(X),000, $100; for each additional $10,000 over 
$10(),0(K), $1 . Failure to pay forfeits the riglit to do business in the state 
and $5 for each month's delay. 

Exempt from the franchise tax are corporations for rt^hgious worship, 
for agricultural fairs and the encouragement of agriculture, for educa- 
tional purposes and public charity, and cemeteries not for private profit. 

V. Business taxes and licenses. 

There is an elaborate sA^stem of taxes on occupa- 
tions, or privilege taxes, levied on every person, firm, 
company, or association of persons pursuing certain 
occupations, on every such occupation or separate 
establishment : 

Foot peddlers, $5; peddlers with one horse or pair of oxen, $7.50; 
two horses or two pairs of oxen, $10; peddlers with sailboats, $10 for 
each county in which they peddle. Pfnldlers of clocks, agricultural 
implements, cooking stoves, wagons, carriages, etc., washing machines 
and churns, $250 in eacli county. Peddlers of patent medicines, 
$100. This tax do(^s not apply to agents of wholesale dealers. Auc- 
tioneers, $10 per year; toll bridges, $7 per year; ship brokers, $10 per 
year; commission men, $10 per year; land agents, $5 per year; attor- 
neys, $5 per 3^ear; traveling physicians, $.50 per year; traveling dentists, 
$5 per year; local physicians, $5 per year; shooting galleries, in each 
county, $30 per annum; knife, cane, and doll racks, $25 per annum; 
billiard tables (used for profit), $20 per annum; pools on horse races, 
$5 per day; nine or ten pin alleys, $100 pcn^ annum; hobbyhorses or 
flying jennies, $15 per annum. Theaters — cities of under 1,5(X) inliab- 
itants, $1 per day; 1,.500 to 3,000, $2 per day; 3,000 to 5,000, $3 per 
day; 5,000 to 10,000, $4 per day; 10,000 or over, $5 per day. Opera 
houses and theaters pay an annual occupation tax of $25. Mer- 
chants — annual purchases amounting to less than $2,000, $3 per 
year; $2,000 to $5,000, $6 per year; $5,0(X) to $10,000, $12 per year; 
$10,000 to $15,000, $20 per year; $15,0(X) to $25,0(X), $25 per year; 
$25,000 to $.50,000, $60 per year; $.50,{X)0 to $150,(XX), $125 per year; 
$150,CX)0 to $250,000, $150 per year; $2.50,(XX) to $.500,(XX), $200 per 
year; $500,000 to $750,000, $250 per year; $7.50,000 and over, $3tX) per 
year. Merchants removing from place toplacc^ and oHVring for sak^, 
''bankrupt stock," "fire sale," etc. — first month, $100; subse(|uent 
months, each, .$20; if business is to continuesixmonths,|10; if businessis 
to continue twelve months, in addition to $100, the sum recjuired of regu- 
lar merchants. Fortune tellers, clairvoyants, and mesmerists, for each 
county, $10 per annum; brokers and bankers, $.50; photograph galleries, 
$10; circuses — admission $1 for exhibition, $2.50; admission 75 cents for 
exhibition, .$200; admission .50 cents for exhibition, $UX). Menageries, 
museums, side shows, $10; acrobatic shows, $10; sleight of hand, .$25; dog 
fights, $.500; cockpits, $.50; concerts, $2; livery stables -per stall, $30; per 
hack, $30. Wagon yards, $5; insurance adjusters and agents, annual 
tax, $.50; local insurance agents, $5; local insurance agents, industrial 
life companies, $2; lightning rod agents — to stat(>, $1(X); to county, $.50; 
dealers— to state, $36; to county, $18. Cotton l)rokers -city of 
10,(XX) inhabitants and over, $35; less tlian 10,0(X), $18. Pawnbrokers, 
$150; cotton, wool, or hide buyers, $10; sewing machine agencies — to 
state, $15; to county, $7. Loan agents— to state, $1.50; to county, $15. 
Credit agencies (no county, city, or town tax), $.3tX); skating rinks, $25; 
baseball parks, in towns of 5,0()0 inhabitants or more, $25; steam laun- 
dries, $10; ice deak^vs -city of 20,fXX) inliabitants or more, $.50; 10,(XX) 
to 20,000, $30; 5,(X)0 to 10,000, $20; k^ss than 5,0(X), $10. Pace tracks ™^ 
1 mile, $1(X); one-half mile, $50. Grain elevators -capacity over 
100,000 bushids, $.50; capacity .50,000 to 1(X),(XX) bushels, $25. Phono- 
graphs, etc., where fee is charg(Hl, $25; kinetoscopes, cint^matograplis, 
,$25; panoramas— stabs $10; county, $2. Dealersin cottonsecKl oil, $25; 
exhibitions for sale of medicines— to state, $.50; per (-Khibition, to tlie 



county, $2.50. Commission merchants — city of 10,000 inhabitants or 
over, $.50; less than 10,(XX), $25. Cigarette dealers, $10 per annum. 

Liquors — retail dealcj-s, selling in quantities of 1 gallon or less, $300; 
wholesale dealers, selling in (juantiti(\s of 1 gallon or more, $300; dealers 
selling malt liquors exclusively, $.50; dealers selling on prescription ii: 
local option districts, $200. 

These taxes are to be paid not less than three months before the occu- 
pation begins; all arrearages of taxes are si lien upon all the stock and 
fixtures used in the business whicli may be foreclosed by sale. 

B. FEES. 

Secretary of state. — Charters and amendments of railroads, tele- 
graph lines, and street railways, recording ov(>i- $i()0,(XX) capital, $1(X); 
for each additional $100,0(X) of capital, .$25; chart (M-s and amendments 
of corporations for religious, benevolent, charitable, educational, liter- 
ary, fine arts, innocent sports, and public cemetery purposes, $10; cor- 
porations for other purposes, $25; for each additional $10,(XX) of capital 
after the first, $5; connnissions, official certificates, remission of fines, $1 ; 
charters of channel and dock corporations, $100; foreign corporations, 
capital stock less than $100,0(X), $25; $1(X),000 to $.5(X),(XX), $.50; $.5{X),(XX) 
to$l,(XXJ,000, $2(X). 

Commissioner of insurance.— Filing charter of insurance company, 
$25; annual statement or certificate, $20; certificat(> of authorit}', $1; 
valuing policies of life insurance companies, for eacli $1,000,000 of 
insurance, $10. 

DilFerent l)oards. — Dentists — license, .$2; ctM^tificate, $10; pharma- 
cists, examination and registration, $5; physicians, examination, $15. 

County Revenues. 
A. taxes. 

I. The general property tax, 

1. Base — 

The proi)erty included and the methods of assess- 
ment and of eqiuiHzation are the same for county as 
for state taxes. 

2. Rate — 

The commissioners' courts of the sevt^ral counties have power to levy 
for (K)unty revenue purposes a tax of one-fourtli of 1 per cent ad valorem; 
for roads and l)ridges, 15 cents on each .$1(X); for the payment of debts, 
erection of public buildings, and other permanent improv^ements, 25 
cents on eacli $1(X); improvements of public roads, 15 cents; and for 
free public schools and school buildings by vote of the taxpayers, 20 
cents on each $KX). 

3. Collection — 
Same as for state taxes. 

II. Poll tax. 

No count}^ is to levy more than 25 cents as a poll tax 
for county purposes. Persons subject to the tax are 
the same as for state poll taxes. 
Ill and IV. In/ieritance tax and corporation taxes. 

There are no inheritance or special corporation taxes 
for the county. 
V. Business taxes and licenses. 

Conunissioners' courts of tlie several (M)unties have, 
in general, the |)ower to levy one-half tlie occupation 
tax levied l)y tlie state ii[)on all occupations not spe- 
cially exem[)tednor provided for otherwise, and includ- 
ing the sale of liquors. 
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Municipal Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general property tax, 

1. Base - 

Tlie j)roperty, real and personal, within the munici- 
pality, subject to taxation by the laws of the state, 
may be taxed by cities and towns. The city council 
has powT.r to provide by ordinance for the assessment 
thereof. There are municipal l>oards of equalization. 

2. Bate— 

The city council or board of aldermen of any city or 
town has power to levy a tax, not exceeding one- 
fourth of 1 per cent on the assessed valiu*: also 25 cents 
on each $100 for improvements and l)iiil( lings. 

3. Collection— 

Collection is to })e provided for l)y ordinance. 
There are statutory provisions also analogous to those 
for collection of state and county taxes. 

II. Poll tax. 

Cities may levy an annual poll tax not to exceed $1 
on every nuile inhabitant over tlie age of 21 3^ears 
(idiots and limatics excepted) who is a resident thereof. 

All males not exempt are required to work on the 
roads in rural districts or, in lieu tliereof, to ])ay $3 
per annum. 
Ill and IV. Inheritance tax and corporation taxes. 

There are no municii)al iidieritance or special cor- 
poration taxes. 



V. Business taxes and licenses. 

The mayor and board of aldermen of any incorpor- 
ated town or city may levy one-half of the occupation 
tax levied by the state on all occupations not spe- 
cially exempted nor otherwise provided for, and they 
have the same power to levy taxes on occupations and 
the sale of liquors as the county commissioners' court. 

School Revenues. 

The constitution provides that one-fourth of the 
revenue derived from the state occupation taxes and 
a poll tax of $1 are to be set apart annually for the 
support of })ublic free schools; and in addition tliere 
is to l)e levied an annual ad valorem state tax of not 
to exceed 20 cents on $100 sufficient, with the avail- 
able school fund arising from other sources, to sup- 
port free public schools for not less than six months 
in each year. 

Counties are to be subdivided into school districts, 
and the commissioners' courts of the several counties 
may levy a special tax of not to exceed 20 cents on $100, 
provided it is authorized by vote of the taxpayers of 
the district. 

The constitution establishes a permanent school 
fund from the ])roceeds of the sale of public land and 
from other soiu'ces, and the interest derived there- 
from and the school taxes make up the available 
school fundj which is apportioned to the several coun- 
ties of the state according to the school population of 
each. 



ITTAII.^ 



Utah depends primarily upon the general property 
tax for state, comity, and miuiici|)al revenues. 
TIktc are, however, an inluM^itance tax, both direct and 
collateral, and a S3^stem of fees for incorporation and 
on insirrance companies, but no special coiporation 
taxes (^xcept on insurance companies, l^oll tax(\s and 
lic(vns(^s are used as a soiu'ce of county and municipal 
revenues. 

constitutional provisions. 

ARTICLE XIIl. 

Sec. 1. Tho tiM-al yviw -^\\n\\ !)(';^in on tlw Ist i\i\y of JHtmary, unless 
chanp'd by {\\v l('<i;islalur<^ 

Se(\ 2. All projXMly in \]\o -late \u>{ exempt iindor tlu' laws of tlie 
l'iiit<"(1 Stat{\s or uiulej" llii-- <'onsiihn'u)n ^liail he taxed in proportion to 
its value, to hv asccM'tainc^l as provided l»y law. The word '' propei'ty," as 
used in this artich^ is h(>rehy de<'lared to include moneys, ereilits, honds, 
stocks, franchises, and all matters aiul thin^x > rc^al, ptMsonal, and niixe<t) 
capable of privalfr ownoi'ship; but this .hall not be so construed as to 

^ This compilation is derived nniirdy fioin the loJiowinti: soiu'ccs: 

The Ke\is(>d Statutes of the State of riah,in forc(^ January 1, ISOS. 
Pubiished by authority of the Jei^islatur(\ by Richard ^V. ^'oimjj:, (rrant 
Smith, and William A. Lee, (\)de Connnissioners; Statt' Journal Com- 
pany, Lincoln, Nebr., })rinters, 1S9S. 

Laws of Utah, \X\)\): Tribune Job Printing]: Companv. Salt Lake Citv, 
Utah. 

Laws of Utah, PJOl : The Deseret \<'ws. Salt Lake C'\{y, Utah. 



authorize the taxation of the stocks of any company or corporation, 
wlien the property of such company or corporation represented by sucli 
stock has been taxed. The le<2^islatur(^ shall 'provide by law for an 
annual tax sufficient, with other sourc(>s of revenue, to defray the esti- 
mated ordinary expenses of tlie state foi- each fiscal year. For tiie pur- 
pose of paying the statt^ debt, if any there be, tla^ legislature shall pro- 
vide for kn^ying a tax annually, suflicient to pay the annual interest and 
principal of such debt w^ithin tw(Mity years from the final passage of the 
law creating the debt. 

Sec. 3. The legislature shall provide by law a uniform and equal rate 
of assessment and taxation on all property in the state, according to its 
value in money, and shall prescrilx^ by general law such regulations as 
shall s(xnire a just valuation for taxation of all property; so that every 
person and corporation shall pay a tax in proportion to the value of his, 
her, or its property: Pr<>i'i<f(ii, Thai a deduction of debts from credits 
j may b(^ authorized: Frorld,,/ fjtrfhfr. That th<* pi-operty of the United 
Slates, of the state, counties, cities, towns, school districts, municipal 
coi-pocations and public libraries, lots with tlie buildings thereon used 
c\('lusi\(^ly for eitlau' r(4i<rious worship or charitable purposes, and 
places of burial not held or used for private or coiporate benefit, shall be 
< -Nem[>t from taxation. Ditches, canals, and Humes owned and used 
by individuals or corporations for irrigating lands owned by such indi- 
viduals or corporations, or the individual iiKMubers thereof, shall not be 
separately taxed so k)ng as thev shall be owned and used exclusively for 
>ueli purpose. 

Si.c. 1. AH mines and mining claims, both placer and rock in place, 
containing or bearing gold, silver, copper, lead, coal, or other valuable 
mineral deposits, after })urcliase thereof from the United States, shall 
be taxed nt the price paid the United States therefor, unless the surface 
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ground or some part tliereof of such luiiie or claim is used for other than 
mining purposes, and has a separate and independent vahie for such 
oth(^r purposes, in whicli case said sm-face ground, or any part tliereof, 
so used for other tlian mining purpos(^s, shall he taxed at its value for 
such other purposes as provided by law, and all the machinery used in 
mining, and all property and surface improvements upon, or appurte- 
nant to, mines and mining claims, which have a value separate and inde- 
pendent of such mines or mining claims, and th(> net anmiai i)roceeds of 
ail mines and mining claims, shall be taxed as i)rovid(Hl ))v law. 

Sec. 5. The legislature^ shall not impose^ taxes I'oi- the purpose of any 
county, city, town, or other mimicipal ct)rporation, l)ut may by law vt\st 
in the corporate authorities thereof, res])ectively, the power to assess 
and collect taxes for all pur])oses of such corporation. 

Sec. 7. Tlie rate of taxation on property, for state purposes, sliall never 
exceed eight mills on each dollar of valuation; and whenever' tlie taxa- 
ble property within the state sliall amount to (wo Inmdred million doUai's, 
the rate shall not exceed live mills on (>acli dollar of valuation; and 
whenever the taxable property in tlu^ state shall amount to three hun- 
dred million dollars, the rate shall never ther(Mifter exceed four mills on 
each dollar of valuation, uidess a jwoposition to inci-ease such rat(>, 
specifying the rate proposed and the time during which the sana^ shall 
be levied, be first sul)mitted to a vote of such of the (jualified electors 
of the state as, in the year next prec(Hling such eh^ction, shall have paid 
a property tax assessed to them within the state, and the majority of 
those voting thereon shall vote in favor thereof in such manner as may 
be provided b}- law. 

Sec. 10. All corporations or persons in this state, or doing business 
therein, sliall be subject to taxation for state, county, school, municipal, 
or other purposes on the real and personal property owned or us(^d by 
them within the territorial limits of the authority levying the tax. 

Sec. 11. Until otherwise provided by law, there shaU be a static l)oard 
ol equalization, consisting of the governor, state auditor, state treasurer, 
secretary of state, and attorney-general; also, in each county of tins 
state a county board of equalization, consisting of the board of county 
commissioners of said county. The duty of the state board of e(]uali- 
zation shall be to adjust and equalize the valuation of the real and per- 
sonal property among the several counties of the state. The duty of 
the county board of equalization shall be to adjust and equalize tlie 
valuation of the real and personal property within tlieir respt^ctive 
counties. Each board shall also perform such other du^-es as may be 
prescribed by law. 

Sec. 12. Nothing in this constitution shall be construed to prevent 
the legislature from providing a stamp tax, or a tax based on income, 
occupation, licenses, franchises, or mortgages. 

ARTKT.E III. 

Ordinance * * * the lands belonging to citizens of tlte I'nited 
States residing witliout this state shall nevc^r bc^ UixihI at a higher rate 
than the lands belonging to residc^nts of this state; nor shall taxes ])o 
imposed by this state on lands or property herein Ixilonging to or 
which may hereafter be purchased by the United Stales or reserved for 
its use; but nothing in this ordinance shall j)r(V'ln<l(^ the stair from 
taxing, as other lands are taxed, any lands owned or h(>ld bv any Indian 
w^lio has severed liis tril)al relations, and has obtained 1ill(^ thereto, 
unless exempted by act of Congi-(\ss granting the same. 

OFFICERS. 

Tlie officers most directly concerned witli taxation 
are : 

(1) Town board of ecjualization, composed of the boaid of truste(\s. 

(2) City council, which acts as l)oar(l of (Hjualization in cities of the 
third class. 

(3) C\)unty assessors, elect (ul foi' a term of two v<'ais. 

(4) County treasunvr. (^l(Hlefl for two y(^ars, who colJccts tax(»s. 

(o) County board of ecpialization, conijKJsed of the boar-d of countv 
commissioners. 

(6) Statc^ board of e{|ualizat ion of four members, ap|)ointe(l by the 
governor for a tc^rm of four years. 
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State Revenues. 



A. TAXES. 



1. The general profxrfj/ td.r, 
1. Base^ 
a. The properti/ inciudvd and exempf.-~~All ])roperty 
in the state, not exenij)! by law, is to be taxed in pro- 
])ortion to its value. Pi'ojxmIv inchides moneys, 
credits, bonds, stocks, franchises, an<l all otlier mat- 
ters, real, ])ersonal, and mixed, capable^ of private 
ownershi}); but tlie stocks of any conipaiiy or corpo- 
ration, which is taxed on ttie property i"(\{)resented t)y 
the stock, are not to b(^ taxed. 

(1) ''Pical estate'' includes tla^ possession, claim to, own<'rship of, 
or right to land; all mines, minerals, and quarries in an<l undci- land; all 
timber belonging to individuals or corporations and growing on the 
lands of the stat(^ or the United States, and all I'ights and priviL-gcs 
a[>pertaining thereto; improvetnc^nts, l)uildings, and iixtures on land, 
wlu^ther title has bec^n acquired or not. 

(2) ''Personal property" includes (everything that is the subject of 
ownership not included within the meaning of the terms ''real estate'' 
and " improvements." 

(3) Exemptions, in addition to})ublic pjoperty, are: Public libraries; 
churches; cemeteries not held for private^ or corporate benefit; property 
used for charitable purposes; and ditches, canals, and flumes used for 
irrigating lands of the owners. 

h. Assessment, — There is in general one assessment 
list for state, county, and numicipal purposes. The 
assessment is made annually l)y the county assessor on 
the basis of sworn statements, whicli he may require 
the taxpayers to furnish, in regard to tlie amount and 
value of their property on the hrst Monday of Febru- 
ary. Any person, after demand by the assessor, refus- 
ing to make tlie sworn statement as to liis property or 
to appear and be examined, forfeits to the assessor $100 
for each refusal and loses his standing before the county 
commissioners to secure a reduction of his assessment. 
All taxable ])ro|)erty is to be assessed at its full 
casli value, the amotmt at wliich tlie ])roperty would be 
taken in ])ayment of a just del)! due from a solvent 
debtor. 

Land and improvetnents ther(H)ii arv to be ass(\ss(>d separately. 

Bank stock, stat(^ and nahonat is to be assessed where the bank is 
locatiHl, on the basis of a v(M-iti('d statement by the cashier. Heal estate 
is assessed to the l)ank and tlu^ proportionate value is deducted in the 
assessment of the stock. Tlu^ bank is to pay the tax and has n lien on 
the shar(>s tla'refor. 'the sliaics of national banks not in Utah are not 
subjeet to taxation. 

Private bankers, l)roker's, and foreign banks are assessed on tlie 
av( rage balance of cr<«dils over liabilities for the ninety dnv^ preeedirig 
tfie veritied statern(Mit of the condition of the })usin(>ss re<jiiire(l. 

Every perso?! is entitled to deduct from the gross amount of cndits 
tlie amount of all ixjiia tide debts owing })y hiiu. exee|>t insui'ance 
premium noti's, unpaid subscriptions to any insiimtion or society, or 
to the capital stock of any coi'poration, and surely-shif) obligations. 

The capital stock and franchises of corporations mv to be listed and 
tax<'d where the principal othce is lojated. Hut the stoeks of any com- 
pany or corporatitai which is taxed on tlie property rc^presented l)y the 
stock ar(^ not to be taxed. 

All ])to])erty and franchises, exce])t those derived from the rnitcd 
States, ohiumI by railroad, street railway, car, depot, telegraph, and 
telephone conq)ani<'s are to be ass(>ssed by the state board of (Mjualiza- 
tion. The assessment of telegraj)h and telephone lines, right of way, 
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track, and other real property is apportioned in proportion to the value 
thereof in eacli county: that of the rolling stock and franchises, accord- 
ing to mileage !)y the unit rule. The board of county commissioners 
apportions the assessment to the several cities, towns, schools, roads, 
or other taxing <Iistricts. 

Min(>s are assessed on their gross yield of mineral during the year on 
the basis of verified statements by the producer, of wfiich the record is 
kept In a special assessment book for mines. The assc^ssment is ap- 
portioncMl to the county in which the mines are situated. 

Improvements, buildings, erections, structures, aud machinery or 
mines or mining claims which have a value indejx^ident of such mine, 
or supplies used in mills, reduction works, or mines ar(^ to he assessed 
as other property. 

All stock brought into the state^ by nonresidents to be grazed for more 
than twenty days and all stock drivtvn fr'om one county to another for 
the purpose of being grazed is transient stock. Tlie tax on transient 
stock owned by residents is to be paid in tlu^ county where owned and 
apportioned among the counties where the stock has ranged. When 
the stock is brought into the stat(\ nouresid(>nts pay tlie regular annual 
tax as on property permanently located in the state. 

c. Eq}i(ili2ation. — The county board of equalization I 

equalizes between individuals and may abate the taxes | 

of any insane, idiotic, infirm, or indigent person to an i 

amount not exceeding $10, may enter omitted prop- I 

erty, and correct false or incomplete assessments. | 

The state board of equalization equalizes the valua- j 

tion between the several counties, and may add or de- I 

duct from the valuation of all such property or of cer- I 

tain classes of such property in order to raise or reduce | 

it to its full value in money. | 

2. Rate-^ \ 

The board of equalization determines the rate of | 

state tax, which, after allowing 10 per cent of the pro- I 
ceeds for delinquencies and cost of collection, must be 

sufficient to raise the revenue required. I 

This rate, however, as limited by the constitution, i 

is never to exceed S mills on each dollar of valuation; i 

whenever the taxable property in the state amounts 1 

to $200,000,000, the rate is not to exceed 5 mills, and j 

whenever it amounts to $300,000,000, is not to exceed i 
4 mills, unless by vote of the electors of the state who 
pay a property tax. 

Th<> late levied for general state purposes in the fiscal years of 11K)1 
and nK)2 was 5 mills on the dollar, or such portion as (he board of 
equaHzation should find necessary to raise $550,(XX) for each year. 

The district school tax of 3 mills on the dollar is a state tax on all the 
taxable properly in the state. 

8. Collection 
Collection is made by tlie coimty treasurer, and notice 
of the amoimt of (ax and of the time and place w here 
payable is to be given by mail to the taxpayers. 
Taxes on personal property ai'(^ a lien on the real prop- 
erty of the owner; those on real property, on the prop- 
erty assessed; and those on impr-ovements, on the land 
and improvements, though asst^ssed to others than the 
owaiers of the real estate; and tiie several liens attach 
as of the first Monday in February. Taxes fall due on 
the first Monday of September and l)ecome delinquent 
on the 15th of November. Delinquent taxes on per- 



sonal property, except when real estate is liable there- 
for, may be collected by seizure and sale. The delin- 
quent tax list is published and the real property is 
sold on the third Monda}^ in December. 

Taxes on railroads and street railway, depot, telegraph, and tele- 
phone companies assessed by the state board of equalization are col- 
lected in the same manner as other taxes; but for taxes on car com- 
panies tlie secretary of the state board of equalization is made collector 
and remits to the state treasurer and to the county, city, town, school, 
and other taxing districts tlie sums \\'hich he collects, lie is authorized 
to enforce collection after the manner of the coimty treasui'er. 

11. Poll tax. 

There is no state poll tax. (See County revenues.) 
ILL Inheritance tax. 

All property in excess of $10,000 within the juris- 
diction of the state, whether belonging to inhabitants 
or not, passing by will, descent, or transfer, taking 
effect after death, is subject to a tax of 5 per cent of its 
value. 

The tax is a lien on the estate and is to be paid to the 
state treasurer by the executor within fifteen months. 

IV. Corporation taxes. 

In general, corporations are taxed imder the general 
property tax. 

Every insurance company doing business in the state is required to 
pay annually a tax of 1^ per cent on the gross premium receipts col- 
lected from policy holders in the state, less the gross amount of the 
property tax paid for general state purposes. 

There is a penalty of $100 a day for delay in making the required 
^statement or in making payment. 

V. Business taxes and licenses. 

These taxes are left to the counties and munici- 
palities. 

B. FEES. 

Secretary of state. — Filing original or certified copies of articles of in- 
corporation, per $1,000 of capital stock, 25 cents (tliese fees apply to 
foreign and domestic corporations; same fees charged for amendments 
increasing the capital stock); filing other amendments to articles, $5; 
certificate of incorporation, $5; recording official bonds, $2; commissions 
by governor, $5; filing trade-mark, S3 ; hling notice appointment of agent, 
$5: filing notice, removal of place of business, $5; annual statement, insur- 
ance company, $25 ; annual tax, insurance company, $2 ; renewal certificate 
authority, insurance agent, $2: renewal certificate authority, insurance 
company, $5; fding list of authorized attorneys for each insurance com- 
pany, $1 ; preparing annual al)stract of each insurance company and certi- 
fying tlie same, $5; annual statement, building and loan association, $5; 
annual statement, certified copy, $2; certificate of authority, $3; filing 
and certifying private banker's preliminary statement, $25; quarterly 
statement of each bank, $5; filing acceptance of provisions of constitu- 
tion by corporations and issuing certificate, $3; warrant of arrest or 
recjuisition of other states, S5; filing papers generally, $5; copies of 
papers, per folio, 15 cents; recording, per folio, 20 cents. 

The state auditor, the ck^i'k of the supreme court, and the board of 
land commissioners cliaige certain fees. 

f'ank examiners for examination of banks, loan, trust, and guaranty 
associations or insurance companies receive $15 per day. 

Dentists, examination, $5. Pharmacists— certificate, $3; examina- 
tion. $5; renewal of n^gistration, $2. Physicians and surgeons, ex- 
amination, $15. 
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County Revenues. 



A. TAXES. 



I. The general property tax. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the assessment and equal- 
ization thereof are the same for count}^ as for state 
taxes. 

2. Rate— 

The board of county commissioners was aiitJiorized to levy for the 
fiscal years of 1901 and 1902 an ad valorem tax not to exceed 5 mills on 
the dollar for general purposes and one not to exceed 4 mills on the 
dollar for county school purposes. 

3. Collection — 

Collection of county as for state taxes is made by 
the county treasurer. 

II. Poll tax. 

There is an annual road poll tax upon every man 
over 21 and under 50 years of age who is not physic- 
ally incapacitated for work. Honorably discharged 
soldiers, sailors, or marines and firemen and militia- 
men are exempt. The tax may be paid by two days' 
work of eight hours each, or, in lieu thereof, by a money 
payment of $3. 

All money collected in lieu of labor, except such as 
is collected by incorporated cities and towns, is paid 
into the county treasury to be expended on the ])ublic 
highways. Collection is made by the road supervisor 
of the road district. 
Ill and IV. Inheritance tax and corporation taxes. 

There are no county inheritance or corporation 
taxes. 
V. Business taxes and licenses. 

The board of county commissioners has power to 
license, for purposes of regulation and revenue, all and 
every kind of business transacted in the county and all 
shows, exhibitions, and lawful games carried on therein 
outside the limits of incorporated cities; to fix the rate 
of said license tax; and to provide for the collection 
thereof. 

The board also has power to grant licenses and franchises for toll 
roads when the expense of such roads is too great for the county. 

Liquor licenses^ outside of cities and towns^ are granted \)y the boards 
of county commissioners at a rate of not less than $400 per- year. 

MiNiciPAL Revenues. 

A. taxes. 

I. The general property tax. 
1. Base — 
The property included and the assessment and 
equalization thereof are the same for city and town 



taxes as for state and county. The city councils in 
cities of the tlfird class and the boards of trustees in 
towns act as boards of equalization so far as concerns 
the general munici])al taxes. 

2. Rate-^ 

The city council of eac^h city or tlie board of trustees 
of each town determines th(^ rate of the general city or 
town tax. In towns the limit is one-half of 1 per cent. 

3. Collection — 

The collection, as for state and county taxes, is by 
the county treasurer, except in cities of tlie third class, 
where it is by the city treasurer, and in towns, where 
it is by the clerk. 

II. Poll tax. 

In incorporated cities and towais poll taxes are col- 
lected and expended for highw^ay })urposes, as jH-e- 
scribed by ordinance, similarly to the county poll tax. 

Ill and IV. Inlieritance tax and corporation taxes. 

There are no municipal inheritance or corporation 
taxes. 
V. Business taxes and licenses. 

J 11 cities the city council determines the amount, terms, and manner 
of issuing license for hawking, peddling, pawn brokerage, employment 
agencies, the keeping of ordinaries, theatrical and other exhibitions, 
shows and amusements, and the Inisiness conducted by ticket scalpers, 
distillers, brewers, money changers, })rokers, banks, express com- 
panies, laundri(\s, hackmen, storekeepers, and the various lines of 
business. 

The city council has power to license the liquor traffic for tlie munici- 
pal year and to determine the amount to be paid for such license. No 
further license is to be required by the county. The rate of such 
license tax is to be not less than $400 per year. 

In towns the board of trustees has similar powers in respect to liquor 
and otlier licenses. 

S( Hoor. Revenues. 

The constitution establislies a school fund, which is 
apportioned to counties, from tlie ])roceeds of the sale 
of public lands granted by tlie United wStates and from 
other sources. 

The county commissioners, at the time of the annual 
levy of other county taxes, levy a tax not to exceed 4 
mills on a valuation of $1. 

The county su})erintendent ap])ortions the state and 
county school funds to the school districts of the 
county according to the number of school cliildren 
over 6 and under 18 years of age. 

Special school taxes may be voted in iW districts 
to purchase school sites, to erect buildings, or to pay 
current exj)enses, in aii}^ sum not to exceed 2 per cent 
of all taxable |)ro])erty, on the basis of the county 
assessment. Tliey are collected as state and county 
taxes. 
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Vernioiii/s revenue systein is that of a conibined gen- 
eral ])r()])(^rty and poll tax, supplemented for state pur- 
pos(\s l)y a series of special corporation ia,x(\s and an 
inlieritance tax. The general })roperty tax is in the 
main administered by the towns, and each town is held 
responsible in its corporate capacity for its share of 
state and county taxes. 

Tlie peculiar feature of the Vermont system is the 
''grand list." This was originally a list of polls, prop- 
erty, occupations, and incomes, each item Ixung ''set in 
the list'' at an arbitrary^ valuation, the endeavor being 
made by these arbitrary values to rc^prc^scnit the rela- 
tive ''facuUy " or abilit}' to pay taxes arising from eacli 
item. Eventually the ench^avor was made to bring 
these arbitrary valines into sojne relation to actual val- 
ues. In so doing incomes and the valuations of differ- 
ent occirpations were dropped and polls and property 
retained. Polls are given an arbitrary value of $2 
eacli, and oidy 1 per cent of the a|)prais(Ml value of 
property is put in the list. The rate is (expressed as so 
mau}^ cents on eacli dollar in tlie ''grand list," or as so 
many dollars and cents and per cent, the latter being 
an inaccurate expression having reference to the fact 
that only 1 per cent of property is set in the list. A rate 
of $1.50 on each $1 in the "grand list" is therefore the 
same as a poll tax of $3 and a tax on property at the 
rate of $1.50 on each $100 of the true value of the prop- 
erty, or 15 mills on the dollar. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS . 

CIIAPTEU I, ARTICLE IX. 

That every merntjer of soeiety ha( li a v\<x\\t to he [)rotec(ed in tlio en- 
joyiiiont of life, liberty, and proj)erty, and therefore is hound to (H)ntrit)- 
ute his proportion towards tlie expense of tliat protection and yield liis 
personal serviee, when neeessary, or an equiv^alent (hercno, hnt no part 
of any person's property can l)e justly taken from him or-ap{)lied to puli- 
lic uses without hisowneonsentor tluitof tlie representative fxxly of fi<M^- 
men, noi- can smy man who is conscientiously scrupulous of h(>aringarins 
be justly compelled thereto, if he will pay such equivalefit; * * * 
and previous to any law hcm^ made to raise a tax, the f)urpose lor 
which it is to he raised ought to appear evident to the l(^o^islature to })e 
of more service to the connminity than the money would h(^ if not 
collected. 

CUAPrKIl II. 

vSec. 0. (Provhles tlial \\w ((tiorum, ordinarily a majority, nmst he 
two-thirds of the representatixes to pass a hill to raise a stati^ lax.) 

OFFK EHS. 

Tlie ollicers most directly concerned with taxation 
ar(^ : 

(1) Th<' listers, thnM>, four, or li\c, elected at tlie annual town meeting 
in each towji. 



iThis compilation is derive<l nuiinly from the following sources: 
The Vermont Statutes of 1891. 
llie Sessii>n Laws, 189t), 1898, 1900, and 1902. 

Some assistance was also obtained from History of Taxation in Ver- 
mont, hv Frederick A. Wood, (A)hunbia (\)llef';e. New Vork, 1894. 



(2) The collector of taxes, one, if the town so orders, elected annually 
at town meeting in eacli town. If the town does not order the election 
of a tax colI(H'tor, taxes are collected by the constable. 

(3) For unorganized towns and gores (sol)rante), a commissioner in 
each county, wlio is lister and collector, appointed biennially by the 
governor. 

(4) The board of civil authorit}^, composed of the town clerk, select- 
men, and justices, together with the listers, constitutes a board for tlie 
abatement of town taxes. 

(0) The commissioner of state taxes, who administers the state taxes 
on cor})orations, at)pointed biennially l)y the governor. 

State Revenues. 

A. TAXE8. 

I and II, The general jyroperty and poll tax. 

Th(^ poll tax constitutes an integral part of the gen- 
eral property tax and can not be described separately. 
Polls are ^^set in the lisf at $2 each, that is, given a 
valnation of $200 as though property. 
1. Base — 

a. The property and polls included and exempt, — The 
base is the so-called ^^ grand list" composed of (a) the 
polls of all male inhabitants of the state over 21 and 
under 70 years of age, except disabled soldiers of the 
war of the rebellion, paupers, and members of the state 
militia and of fire companies if their towns so vote, 
which polls are ^^set in the list" at the arbitrary value 
of $2 each; (h) 1 per cent of the value in money on the 
1st day of April in the year of their assessment of all 
real and personal estates, except such as are specially 
exempt. 

(1) "Real estate 'Vis not specially defined for purposes of taxation, 
but engines and boilers, except railway and steamboat, are ''set in the 
hst" as real estate. 

When property is mortgaged, the mortgagor is treated as the owner 
until after foreclosure. 

(2) "Personal estates'^ are not specially defined for purposes of tax- 
ation, but perpetual or redeemable leases are "set in the list " at a sum of 
whicli the rent is per cent. 

(3) ICxemptions, in addition to all public property, are: Real estate of 
posts of Grand Army of the Republic; shares of stock in foreign corpo- 
rations elsewliere taxed; personal estate situated and taxed in another 
state; railroad stock; real estate of any railroad for first eight years of 
operation; money loaned to towns, etc., at not over 3 i>er cent; all es- 
tates for public, pious, or charitable uses; public and five circulating 
libraiies; lands leased by towns for educational purposes, and lands 
owned or leased by colleges, academies, or for the support of the gospel; 
lands of agricultural st>cieties used for fairs; normal schools; cemeteries; 
household furniture of every i)erson to $o(X); wearing apparel; private 
and professional libraries: mechanics' and farmers' tools; family provi- 
sions for one year; poultiy to $20: one watch, one organ or piano; 
sheep, cattle, horses, and swine, not over 4 months old, and hay and 
produce to winter out the stock; and for each person one wagon, one 
sleigh, and harness for same, not over S10(). Manufacturing establish- 
nicnts (except pulp, lunil)er, and charcoal), (|uarries, and mines if 
amount invested exceeds Si, (XX) maybe exempted for ten years from 
conuiiencement of business: unoccupied farms reclaimed may be ex- 
empted for five years. There ai'e also some exemptions by legislative 
conttact not mentioned in tlie statutes, such as a part of the property of 
certain {)ersons ccmnected with institutions of learning. 

The following polls aiv exempt: Actual poor and persons applying 
therefor who served in war of rebellion. 
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h. Assessment. — This is called ^Misting." The valu- 
ations refer strictly to April 1 in each year. Only 1 per 
cent of all property is ''set in the list." 

Real estate is listed or appraised quadrennially (1898, 
1902), the listing being completed by the first Tuesday 
in July, except in towns of 5,000 or more inhal)itantS; 
and in these by the fourth Tuesday in July. Buildings 
not having more than ten acres of land, mills, factories, 
stores, forges, furnaces, mines, and quarries are listed as 
first-class real estate; all other, and particularly farm 
buildings, as second-class real estate. Real estate of 
railroads not used in operating the road is listed as ! 
other real estate. The quadrennial appraisal is cor- 
rected annually for alterations only. 

Each taxpayer is required to furnish the listers a 
sworn inventory of his property subject to taxation, 
but the appraisal is made by the listers. The appraisal 
is to be ''at such sum as they woidd appraise the same 
in payment of a just debt due from a solvent debtor.'' 

Listers deduct from the appraised value of the per- 
sonal estate of each taxpayer a sum equal to the excess, 
if any, of debts owing by the taxpayer over the aggre- 
gate amount of his United States bonds and other 
stocks and bonds exempt from taxation, and the 
amount of his deposits in all savings banks in the state 
not exceeding $1,500 (made $2,000 in 1902), and take 
1 per cent of the balance as the list of personal estate of 
such taxpayer. But no deduction of debts is allowed 
unless the name of the creditor is stated. 

Willfully omitting to make, swear to, and deliver 
an inventory or delivering a false inventory renders 
the taxpayer liable to double appraisal and deprives 
him of his right to have a hearing before the board of 
abatements. False statements as to deposits in excess 
of $1,500 ($2,000) work forfeiture of the excess, and 
deposits in the name of another person to evade taxa- 
tion are also forfeited. 

Savings banks are required to make return of the names and addresses 
of depositors, if any, witli deposits in excess of $l/i)() ($2/XX)), and the 
amount of such individual excess. 

Shares of stock in corporations, except those taxed l)y the state (see 
IV, Corporation taxes), are to be set in the list like other personal estate 
to the owner, in the town where he resides, if he resides in the state; 
otherwise, in the town where the corporation has its })lace of business. 

c. Equalization. — There is no ''equalization,'' so 
called, between individuals, but between April 25 and 
May 12theboardof abatements hears persons aggrieved 
by their appraisals, and may correct the list. 

2. Rate^ 

The rate, usually expressed in cents on eacli dollar of I 
the grand list, is fixed and levied for state and county 
purposes by the general assem})ly. 

There is a regidar levy of 5 cents on the dollar for schools and 5 cents 
on the dollar for highways. 

3. Collection — 

State and county taxes are collected by the consta- 
bles or town collectors of taxes on warrants issued by 



the state or coinity treasurers, but those of unorganized 
towns and gores (sobrante), by the commissioner. 
Taxes are a lien on any property, and those on polls 
and personal proi)erty may be collected by seizure of 
real estate. Taxes are due on six days' notice and 
may then be collected by distraint and sale, and if 
the taxpayer has no property, he may be imprisoned. 
Distraint maybe made at any time up to six years from 
the issue of the warrant. 

Towns are held liable as cor|)orations for their 
shares of state taxes, and the goods and chattels of 
any inhabitants may be seized by the sherilF for sucli 
taxes. Ow^ners of goods thus seized have recourse, 
however, against the town with 12 ])er cent interest. 

II. Poll tax. 

The poll tax is incorporated with the general ]yrop- 
ert}^ tax. (See State revt^nues, I and II.) 

III. Inheritance tax. 

All property w^ithin tlie jurisdiction of this state, 
and any interest therein, whether belonging to inhabit- 
ants of this state or not, Avhich passes by inheritance 
or gift other than to the fatlier, mother, luisband, wife, 
lineal descendant, adopted child, tlie wife or widow of 
a son, husband of a daughter, or to charitable, edu- 
cational, or religious societies whose ])roperty is ex- 
empt, is subject to a tax of 5 ])er cent. But estates of 
less than $2,000 clear value are exempt. (Tliis law 
was amended in 1905.) 

IV. Corporation taxes. 

The classes of corporations described below are not 
taxable on the ^^ grand list" or under the general prop- 
erty tax. Some of them are taxable on their ])roperty 
or, at their o])tion, on gross receipts, but when taxable 
on their pro})erty, the rate is fixed and the machinery 
for assessment and collection is so different from that 
generally used that they are set here as s|)ecial taxes. 

A state tax for the payment of state expenses is 
assessed upon the ])roperty, business, or corporate 
franchises (of this state) (struck out in 1902) of rail- 
road, insurance, guaranty, ex})ress, telegraph, tele- 
phone, steamboat, car and transportation companies, 
sleeping car companies, mortgage, loan or investment 
companies, and other corporations and persons, as 
specified below, and the corporations or persons so 
taxed are not taxable on the ^^ grand list.'' 

These taxes are administered by the conunissioner 
of state taxes. 

Railroads may at their option pay either a fax of scvc^n-tenths of 
1 per cent on their property in the state appraised }>y the unit rule on a 
niikmgci basis, or a tax of 2.| per cent on (heir ^jfross earnings similarly 
appraised by th(> unit ruh^ on a mileag*' f){isis. Tfie same provisions 
apply to stcuimboat, car, and transporlaf ion companies (19()2), 

Telephon(! companies pay 3 per cent on gross earnings in the state 
or (sinc(; n)02) 40 cents each on the average number of transmitters, 
and 30 ct^nts per mil(^ of wire. 

Telegraph companies may, at their option, pay either 60 cents per 
mile of poles and one win* and 40 cents per mih^ for each additional wire 
or 3 p(^r cent of gross earnings in the states 
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Sleeping and palace car companies pay 5 per cent of their ^ross 
earnings in the state. 

Express companies pay 4 per cent of gross receipts from business done 
in the state. 

Steamboat; car, and transportation companies pay at tiieir option 
either seven-ten tlis of 1 per cent on property and franchises, or 2 per cent 
of entire gross earnings. (Made 2| per cent in 1902.) 

Insiiraiice and guaranty companies pay 2 per cent per annum on 
gross amount of premiums and assessments collected, less return pre- 
miums, dividends to policy holders, and reinsurance with domestic 
companies. 

life insurance companies, domestic, pay in addition i \)i'v cent on the 
surplus above the necessary reserve at 4 per cent, but may deduct the 
value of real estate locally taxed. 

Savings banks and trust companies pay sev(Mi-t(mths of 1 per cent 
on the average amount of deposits and accunudati(jns, less not over 
10 per cent of their assets when invested in United States bonds, the j 
assessed valuation of real estate locally taxed, and »lso the amount, if 
any, of individual deposits in excess of $1,.5(X) each, hsted to the deposit- 
ors in towns of this state where sucli depositors i"(^side. These taxes 
are payable in semiannual installments. 

Building and investment companies and agents for th(^, same pay 
1 per cent upon the aggregate amount of mon(\ys nnteived to t)c loaned 
without tlie state and upon the aggregate amount of Ijonds, mortgages, 
choses in action, and s(M;urities negotiated, imless they return the nanu^ 
an<l address of the person for whom tlie investment was made, in wiiich 
case the tax is assessed to him. 

V. Business taxes and licenses. 

Every foreign corporation and every domestic corporation having 
capital stock or deposit of Sr)0,(X)0 or l(»ss, [>ays an aimual license tax of 
$10; for each .|.50,0(X) or fraction thereof over $,50,000, $5, ])iit no tax 
exceeds $«5(); to sell fertilizers, annually, $100; it inerant vendors, state 
license, annual, 125. 

B. FEES. 

By the insurance commissioners. — For a state license or renewal 
ther-eof to foreign insuranee corporations, |5; for- Ucense to an insurance 
agent for foi-eign companies, annually, 12; for license t<» insurance 
broker, or lenewal, annually, $10; for tiling charter, $30; for tiling an- 
nual statement, $20. 

By the board of dental examiners. — For examination and license, $5. 

By the state board of pharmacy. — For examination and license, $5. 

County Ke venues. 



A. TAXES. 

I, The general property arid jxdl tax. 

L Base 
The proptM'ty incliKled tiiid tlie method of assessing: 
polls with propertx , us well as the loethod of assess- 
ment and of ecpializalion, have been described iiiidor 
state revenues, 

2. Rate — 

The rate for county |)urp()S(^s is determined by the 
legislature. 

3. Collection — 

Taxes for the county are co11(m IimI by the local tax 
collectors as are other taxes. 

II. Poll tax. 

The poll tax is incorporated with the general prop- 
erty tax. 



Ill and IV. Inheritance tax and corporation taxes. 

There are no county inheritance or corporation 
taxes. 

V. Business taxes eind licenses. 

Peddlers- on foot, annually, $15; with a horse or horses, or by rail- 
road, amuially, $30; selling watches, jewelry, or patent medicines, an- 
nually, $60. Paid to county treasurer's, remitted to state treasurers, 
and reapportioned among the counties on basis of population. 

Municipal Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general property and poll tax. 

1 . Base — 

The ])roperty and polls included and the method 
of assessment and of equalization are the same as for 
state taxes. 

2. Rate— 

The proper legislative authorities of the towns, 
school districts^ incorporated yillages, and cities may 
Itn y taxes and determine the rates of municipal taxa- 
tiou. This is usually done in town meeting. 

The selectmen nmst levy a highway tax of 20 cents on the dollar. 

3. Collection- 

Local taxes are collected as state taxes. 

II. Poll tax. 

The poll tax is incorporated with the general prop- 
erty tax. 

Ill and IV. Inheritance tax and corporation taxes. 

There are no municipal inheritance or corporation 
taxes. 
V. Business taxes and licenses. 

Itinerant vendors are taxed an amount equal to the sum which would 
be produced if th(* rate of state and local taxes for the year was levied 
upon the goods of such vendors as appraised by the listers. 

Bogs, in towns: For a male or spayed female, $1; for a female, $4. 
Selectmen may license and tax circuses for two days' exhibition not 
more tlian SKX) nor less tlian $00; menageries, $50 to $10. 

SOHOOI . R E VE NUE S . 

The funds deposited by tlie United States were 
a])portioned among tlie towns in i)roportion to the 
])opulation and are to l)e invested by the school trus- 
tees, the interest being used to support the schools. 
The "Huntington fund" is, however, held by the 
state, and 6 per cent interest apportioned among the 
towns. 

The state levies an annual tax of 5 cents on each dol- 
lar on the grand list for schools, the proceeds being 
divided among the towns in proportion to the number 
of U^gal schools. (A legal school is one kept twenty- 
six wtH'ks by a registered teacher.) 

The selectmen have control usually of the town 
school fund, consisting of the investments for schools, 
iHid are also to appropriate annually for school pur- 
})os(s a sum not exceeding one-half nor less than one- 
liflh of the grand list of the town district and to assess 
a tax to meet such appropriation. 
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The revenue laws of Virginia underwent extensive ! 
revision in 1908, pursuant to the new constitution, : 
which went into effect July 10, 1902. This compila- 
tion relates as strictly as may be to the fiscal year of | 
1902, for which the assessment refers to February 1, I 
1902, and collection is made between July 1 and 
December 1, and therefore is concerned with the new 
provisions in but a few instances. 

In 1902, in addition to the general property tax, 
there were poll and income taxes, a sA^stem of license 
taxes designed to tax various lines of business that 
could not readily be reached by the ad A^alorem system, 
taxes on suits, wills, administrations, deeds, and seals, 
corporation taxes on transportation, building and loan, 
and insurance companies, and a collateral inheritance 
tax. 

The constitution of 1902 and the act of A])ril 1 6,1903, 
extend the tax system most comi)rehensively. The 
tax on incomes, the tax on collateral inheritances, and 
other taxes are continued. There w as introduced an 
elaborate system of fees on tlie charters of transpor- 
tation, transmission, and other companies, aimual reg- 
istration fees on all corporations, and an armiial state 
franchise tax graduated according to caj)itaL A sys- 
tem of taxation for railroads, street railways, and 
canals is established by the constitution, to remain in 
force till January 1, 1913, after which date it may be 
altered by the legislature. Whenever a franchise tax 
is imposed on a domestic corporation, or whenev(M' all 
the capital of a domestic corporation is taxed, its shares 
of stock are exem])t. 

coNsrrruTioxAL niovisiONs. 

(18()9.) 

AIITK^I.E X. 

Sec. 1. Taxation, except as hereinafter provided, whether imposed 
by the state, county, or corporate bodies, shall b(> (Hiual and uniform, 
and all property, both real and personal, sliall l)e Uixod m proportion 
to its value, to be ascertained as prescribed by law. No one spiH'ies of 
property, from which a tax may l)e collected, shall b(> taxed higher tlian 
any other species of property of equal value. 

Sec. 2. No tax shall be imposed on any of the citi/.ens of this state 
for the privilege of taking or catching oysters from theii- natural l)eds 
with tongs in the waters tliereof ; but the amount of sales of oystiM's so 
taken by any citizen in any one year may be taxed at a rate not exceed- 
ing the rate of taxation imposed upon any other species of i>rop(M-ty. 

Sec. 3. The legislature may exempt all property iiscmI (exclusively for 
state, county, municipal, benevolent, charitable, educational, and reli- 
gious purposes. 

^ This compilation is derived mainly from the following sources: 

The Code of Virginia, approved ^hiv 21 , 1887. Puhlislied by James E. 
Goode, Richmond, Va. , 1887. 

General Laws of Virginia. J. G. Pollard. 1887-1894. Contammg 
an act approved March 6, 1890. 

' Supplement to the Code of Virginia. J. G. Pollard. 1887-1898: 
Richmond, Va., 1898. 

Session Laws, 1899-1900, 1901. 

The Tax Laws of Virginia, 19(X), published by th(^ auditor of public 
accounts, with amendment down to 1902. 

The Code of Virginia, as amended, to adjournment of the general 
assembly, 1904. J. G, Pollard. 



Sec. 4. The general asseml)ly may levy a tax on incomes in excess of 
six hundred dollars per atuium and upon the following licenses, viz: The 
sale of ardent spirits, tluvitrical and circus companies, menageries, jug- 
glers, itinerant peddlers, and all other sliows and exhibitions for which 
an entrance fee is required; commission merchants, persons selling by 
sample, brokers and pawnbrokers, and all other Imsiness which can not 
be reached by the ad valorem system. The capital nivested in all busi- 
ness operations shall be assessed and taxcnl as other property. Assess- 
ment u])on all stock sliall be according to th(> inurket vahu^ tlx'reof. 

Sec. 5. The general assembly may levy a tax, not (exceeding one dol- 
lar per annum, on every male citizen who has attained the ag(> of 
twenty-one 3^ears, which shall l)e applied (wclusivcly in aid of jiublic 
free schools, and counties and corporations shall hav(^ power to impose 
a capitation tax not exceeding fifty cents p(^r annum for all purposes. 

Sec. G. The general assembly shall pro^•ide for a reassi^ssniiMit of the 
real estate of this state in tlu^ year 18t)9, or as soon thereaftiM- as ])i-ac- 
ticable, and every fifth year therc^ifter (1899) (1904): pro\i(kHb in mak- 
ing such assessment no land shall be assessed above oi- l)el<)w its v;due. 

Sec. 1(3. Every law whicli imposes, continues, or levies a tax sliall 
distinctly state the tax and the objiH't to which it is to be applied, and 
it shall not be suflicient to refer to any oilwr law to fix such tax or ol)j(U3t. 

Sec. 20. No other or greater amount of tax oi- revenue shall at any 
time l)e levied than may b(> recjuired for the necessary expenses of the 
government or to pay the existing in(l(4)tedness of the states 

(1902.) 

Tlie constitution of 1902 wms framed by a convention 
wliicli assembled in Ricbmond, June 12, 1901. Tlie 
instrument was ])roclaimed by the convention, fhine 6, 
1902, and became operative, /htly 10, 1902. 

AKT1CL1-: xm. 

Sec 168. All property, except as lH>i'<'inafter provided, shall l)<> taxed; 
all tax<'s, whether state, local, or municipal, shall be uniform upon the 
same class of subjects within the territorial limits of the authority levy- 
ing the tax, and shall be Icvifnl and collected imder general laws. 

Sec. 1()9. Except as hereinid"t(M- ])r-ovided, all assessments of real es- 
tate and tangil)le personal propei'ty shall be at tluMr fair market value, 
to be ascertained as prescrilxMl by law. The g(Mi(M'al assembly may allow 
a lower rate of taxation to be imposcnl for a ]>(>riod of yinu's l)y a city or 
town upon land added to its corporate limits than is imposed on simi- 
lar property within its limits at the tinie such land is added. Nothing 
in this constitution shall jU'cvent the gen<M-al assembly, after the first 
day of January, nin(^teen hundnMl and thirtetMi, from segregating for the 
purpos(^s of taxation th<' several kinds and classics of property, so as to 
specify and determine upon what suhjects state taxes lUid \ipon what 
sul)jects local taxes may he levied. 

Se(\ 170. The general assembly may levy a tax on incomes in excess 
of six hundred dollai-s per annum: may levy a license tax upon any 
business which can not b<' nniched hy the ad valorem system, and may 
impose state franchise taxes, and in imposing a franchise tax may, in 
its discretion, make tla^ same in lieu of taxes upon other proj><M(y,in 
whole or in ])art, of a t rans[)ortation, industrial, oi' commctTial corpo- 
ration. \Vhencver a franchise tax shall be imposed upon a <'or})oration 
(k)ing business in this state, orwlu^never all the capital, how ever invested, 
of a corporation chartered und(»r tlie laws of this stale shall l)e taxed, 
the shares of stock issu<'d by any such corj)oration shall not l)e further 
taxed. No ''ity or town shall impose any tax or ass(>ssment upon abut- 
ting landowners for street or other jaihlic local improvements except 
for making and improving the walkways upon then-existing streets and 
improving and paving the existing alleys, and for either the construc- 
tion or for the use of sewers, and the same when imposed sliall not ho in 
excess of thc^ peculiar l)enefits resulting therefrom to such abutting Ian d- 
ownc^rs. P^xcept in cities and t<jwns no such taxes or assessments for 
local public improvements sliall be imposed on abutting landowners. 

Sec. 171. The general assembly shall provide for a reassessment of 
real estate in tlie year nineteen hundred and five and every fifth year 
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thereafter, except thai of railway and canal corporations, whicli, after 
January the iirst, nineteen hundred and thirteen, may he assessed as 
the general assembly uJJiy provide- 

Sec. 172. The general assembly shall provide for the special and sepa- 
rate assessment of all coal and other mineral land, but until sucl! special 
assessment is made such land shall be assessed under existing laws. 

SiXL 173. The general assembly shall levy a state capitation tax of, 
and not exceeding, one dollar and fifty cents per annum on every male 
resident of the state not less than twenty-one years of age, except those 
pensioned by this state for military services, one dollar of which shall be 
applied exclusively in aid of the public free schools, in f)roportion to the 
school population, and the residue shall be returned and paid by the 
state into the treasury of the county or cit}^ in wliich it was collected, to 
be appropriated by the proper county or city authorit ies to sucli county 
or city purposes as they shall respectively determine; but said capitation 
tax shall not be a lien upon, nor collected l)y legal process from, the per- 
sonal property wiiich may be exempt from l(>vy or distiess \mder the 
poor debtor^s law. The general assembly may autliorize the board of 
supervisors of any county or the council of any city or town to levy an 
additional capitation tax not exceeding one dollar per annum on every 
such resident within its limits, wliich sliall be applied in aid of the public 
schools of such coimty, city, or town, nor for such other county, city, or 
town purposes as tliey shall determine. 

Sec. 174. After this constitution shall be in force, no statute of limi- 
tations sliall run against any claim of the state for taxes upon any prop- 
erty; nor sliall the failure to assess property for taxation defeat a subse- 
quent assessment for and collection of taxc^s for any preceding year or 
years, unless sucli property shall have pass(>d to a bona fide purchaser for 
value, without notice; in which latter case the property shall be assessed 
for taxation against such purchaser from the date of his purchase. 

Sec. 170. Tlu^ state corporation commission shall annually ascertain 
and assess, at the time hereafter mentioned, and in the manner recjuired 
of the l)oartl of public works, b\^ the law in force on January the first, 
nineteen hundred and two, ihv vahu^ of tlie roadbed, and other real 
estate, rolling stock, and all other personal property whatsoever (except 
its francljise and the nontaxable shares of stock issued by other cor- 
porations) in this state of each railway corporation, whatever its motive 
power, now or hereafter liable for taxation upon such property; the 
canal bed and other real estate, tlie boats and all other personal property 
whatsoever (except its franchise and the nontaxable shares of stock 
issued })y other corporations) in this state, of each canal corporation 
empowered to conduct transportation; and such property shall be taxed 
for state, county, city, town, and district purposes in tlie same manner as 
authorized by said law, at such rates of taxation as may l)e imposed by 
them, r(^spectively, from time to time, upon the real estate and p(>rsonal 
property of natural persons: Provided, That no tax shall be laid upon the 
net income of sudi corporations. 

Se( . 177. Each such railway or canal corporation, including also any 
such as is exem[)t from taxation as to its works, visible property, or 
profits, shall also pay an annual state franchise tax erpial to one per 
centum upon tlie gross ixH'eipts hereafter specified in section one hundred 
and seventy-eight for the privilege of exercising its franchises in this 
state, which, witli th(» taxes provided for in section one hundred and 
seventy-six, shall l)e in litni of all other taxes or license charges whatso- 
ever upon the fjanchisesof s\ich coi-poration, the shares of stock issued 
by it, and upon its prop(^rty assessed imder section one hundred and 
seventy-six: Provided, That nothing herein contained shall exempt sucli 
corporation from the annual fee reciuirtHl hy section one hundred and fifty- 
seven of this constitution, or from assessments for street and other public 
local improvements authorized by section one hundred and seventy: 
And provided furiher, That nothing herein contained shall annul or inter- 
fere with or prevent any contract or agriMMnent by ordinance between 
street railway corporations and municipalities as to compensation for 
the use of tlie streets or alleys of such municipalities by such railway 
corporations. 

Sec. 178. The amount of such francliise tax shall be equal to one per 
centum of the gross transportation receipts of such corporations for the 
year ending June the thirtieth of each year, to lie ascertained by the 
state corporation commission, in the following manner: 



(a) When the road or canal of the corporation lies wholly within this 
state, tlie tax shall be equal to one per centum of the entire gross trans- 
portation receipts of sucli corporation. 

(6) When the road or canal of the corporation lies partly within and 
partly without this state, or is operated as a part of a line or system 
extending beyond this state, the tax sliall be equal to one per centum of 
the gross transportation receipts earned within this state, to be deter- 
mined as follows: By ascertaining the average gross transportation 
receipts per mile over its whole extent within and without this state and 
multiplying the result by the number of miles operated within this state: 
Provided, That from the sum so ascertained there may be a reasonable 
deduction because of any excess of value of the terminal facilities or 
other similar advantages in other states over similar facilities or advan- 
tages in this state. 

Sec. 179. (Reports required of corporations to tlie state corporation 
commission to form basis of assessment of property and franchise taxes.) 

Sec. 180. (Application by corporations for relief from the assessment.) 

Sec. 181. (Taxation of corporations as stated in sections 176 to 180, 
inclusive, to remain fixed from January 1, 1903, to January 1, 1913, 
and thereafter until modified by the general assembly.) 

Sec. 182. (Taxation of shares of stock of trust or security companies 
and incorporated banks.) 

Sec. 183. (Exemption.) 

Sec. 186. (Collection and disposition of state revenue.) 

Sec. 188. (Limit of tax or revenue.) 

Sec. 189. (Rate of taxation.) 

ARTICLE XII. 

Sec. 157. (Fees from corporations.) 

ARTICLE IX. 

Sec. 136. (Local school taxes.) 

ARTICLE X. 

Secs. 134-5. (School funds.) 

ARTICLE IV. 

Sec. 50. (Enactment of tax laws.) 

ARTICLE 1 1. 

Sec. 21. (Payment of state poll taxes as a condition of voting.) 
OFFICERS. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are : 

(1) Assessors, specially appointed by the county, corporation, and 
hustings courts of the several counties and cities of the state by the first 
of January in 1890, and every fifth year thereafter, to assess lands and 
improvements thereon. One is appointed for each district in which 
there is a commissioner of the revenue. 

(2) Commissioners of the revenue, elected in cities and counties for a 
term of two years. 

(3) City treasurer, elected for a term of three years, wlio acts as col- 
lector in the city. 

(4) County treasurer, elected for a term of four years, who is col- 
lector of taxes for the county. 

(5) Auditor of public accounts, elected for two years. 

(6) Board of public works, consisting of the governor, auditor, and 
treasurer of the commonwealth, which formerly (before 1902) assessed 
railroads, and performed certain other duties connected with taxation. 

(7) By the constitution of U)02 there was established a state corpora- 
tion commission, composed of three members appointed by the governor 
for six years, to take the place of the board of public works. 

State Revenues. 

I Prefatory note. — There is a special classification of taxes pro- 
vided for in the revenue laws of Virginia. That classification has not 
been adopted in the following analysis, because it seemed to be somewhat 
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desirable to present the tax system in the stime form as that for the 
other states. But as the classifieation used in the laws may throw some 
Mght upon the working of the system, and specially upon the relation of 
the different parts one to the other, an abstract of it is here presented: 

1. Taxes on lands and lots. 

2. Taxable subjects: 

Schedule A. — Male inhabitants, white and colored, poll tax. 
Schedule B. — Personal estate (in goods and chattels). 
Schedule C. — Choses in action, moneys, credits, and capital, also toll 
bridges. 

Schedule D. — Incomes. 

3. On business and other subjects, to- wit, on wills and administra- 
tions, on deeds, on suits, on seals, on banks, on insurance companies, on 
railroad and canal companies, on sleeping car and similar companies, on 
express companies, and on telegraph and telephone companies. 

4. Licenses: 

Schedule A.— Merchants, etc. (See more complete list under 
licenses in the general analysis, below.) 
Schedule B. — Repealed. 
Schedule C. — Inns, restaurants, etc, 
Schedule D. — Theaters and amusements, etc. 
Schedule F. — Attorneys at law, etc. 

A. TAXES. 

I. TJie general property tax. 
1. Base — 
a. The property included and exempt. — All real 
estate and improvements^ and all personal estate situ- 
ated within the commonwealth, and the moneys and 
credits of persons residing therein wherever situated, 
except as specially exemx)ted, are to be taxed. 

(1) and (2) Real and personal property are not specially defined 
for purposes of taxation. 

(3) Exemptions, in addition to public property, are: Bonds of the 
state issued since 1882; churches; parsonages; cemeteries, public and 
private; property of educational institutions and of deaf and dumb, 
blind, lunatic, and orphan asylums; the real estate of the Ladies' 
Mt. Vernon Association, and of the Norfolk county ferries, so long as 
used for a highway; free libraries; property devoted to charitable and 
benevolent purposes; property of fire companies; pul)lic libraries, and 
property of ministers of the gospel and of seminaries of learning; the 
personal property of religious societies and charitable institutions; the 
King's Daughters' Hospital, of Portsmouth, Va.; and the Home for 
Friendless Children, of Chesterfield county, Va. 

6. Assessment.— Tlw^ve is but one assessment for the 
purpose of state and county taxation, and in cities and 
towns the assessment of real estate for municipal taxa- 
tion is to be the same as that for the state. The con- 
stitution of 1902 makes this provision as to personal 
property also. 

The general assessment of lands throughout the 
state is made every five years, the assessment on which 
the taxes were extended in the fiscal year of 1902 
being that of 1900. Assessors are appointed especially 
for this purpose in the counties and cities of the state, 
and are required forthwith to assess the cash value of 
each tract and lot of land and the improvements 
thereon, and to note whether the owner is white or 
colored. 

The annual land book or list of the taxable real 
estate is made by the commissioners of the revenue in 
the several counties and cities, who ascertain to whom 



the real estate is chargeal)le with taxes as of Febru- 
ary 1 in each 3-ear. The value of lands and lots as 
ascertained by the assessor is not to be changed except 
on account of improvements. Each commissioner 
takes with him the last land book and requires every 
person charged to swear to the correctness of the entry 
of his land and to state transfers and omissions, which 
information is verified by the records. Ijists of deeds 
and lands devised and judgments are supplied the 
commissioner by clerks of court and registers of the 
land office. Tracts of land in counties and town lots 
are taxed separately. The conmiissioner is to assess 
the value or the increase in value of any building or 
inclosure of the value of SlOO and upward not already 
assessed and is to deduct for similar reduction in value. 
Personal property is assessed annually as of Febni- 
ar}^ 1 by the commissioners of the revenue in the sev- 
eral counties, districts, and cities. Every person must 
fill out lists under oath of all liis personal estate, 
moneys, credits, and capital, with the value thereof, 
under penalty of $30 to $1,000. The commissioner, 
upon his own view or upon information derived from 
sworn interrogatories answered by the taxpayer, is to 
assess a fair cash valuation and to make up personal 
property books containing lists of persons and personal 
property, separate books being made up for wliite and 
colored persons, and on the assessments in these books 
the various levies are extended. Disagreements are 
to be referred to arbitration. 

Debts due by the taxpayer to otliers may \w deduct(-d from the 
amount of mone^^s, credits, and capital. 

No tax is to be assessed upon the capital of any bank, state or national, 
])iit the real estate is tol)e assessed as that of individuals. Tlie stock- 
holders are assessed and taxed on the market value of their sliares of 
stock at the same rate as other moneyed capital in the liands of individ- 
uals residing in the state, and no deduction is made foi- real estate taxed 
to the bank. The bank is required to pay into the state treasury the 
tax on the shares by June 1. If such tax be not paid within thirty days 
from the assessment, the cashier of the bank failing to make payment 
and his sureties are liable for tlie same and 20 per cent penalty in 
addition. 

Certain quasi public corporations are assessed by a state board. 
The board of pul)lic works assesses the property of railroad and canal 
companies on the basis of an <'laborate report by such companies. A 
company failing to make the n^port or to pay the tax assessed upon its 
property is to be immediately assessed under the direction of the auditor 
of public accounts, who rates the real estate and rolling stock at $20,000 
per mile and assesses a fair valuation of all their other property upon 
his own view, or upon such information as he nuiy obtain. 

Railroads owned by mining, lumber, and like companies which trans- 
port passengers and freiglit for persons other than the owners are to be 
assessed by the board of public w^orks; all oth<»r })ropcrt,y of such com- 
panies not used in operating the railroad nuist he assess(»d by the com- 
missioner of the revenue in the counticvs and cities wliere located. 

The rolling stock of foreign corporations doing business in the state 
is to be assessed on tht; average amoimt of ^nv\\ property habitually used 
in th(» state. 

The scH-retary of the board of public works, after the assessment of 
these railroad and canal companies, makes an apportionment or 
statement of valuation to counties, cities, and school districts of property 
situated therein upon which taxes may b(^ levied. 

Stocks, bonds, and securiti(\s of domestic companies in excess of their 
indebtedness, within or without the state, are for the purposes of the 
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act to be considered at the principal oflice of the company in this state. 

Express companies and steamship and steamboat companies for the 
transportation of passengers or freight are assessed by the board of pub- 
lic works on the basis of reports, similarly to railroads. In case of fail- 
ure to report or to pay the tax assessed on property or license tax imposed 
by the board, tlie property is to be assessed under direction of the audi- 
tor of pu[)lic accounts, and a penalty of 20 per cent is added to the tax. 

Pulhnan, sleeping, palace, or dining car companies and steam ferry 
companies are similarly assessed on the proportion of the capital stock 
invested and used in the state. 

Ttdegraph and telephone companies arc assessed on the basis of re- 
ports to the auditor of public accounts for line and wires located in the 
state by the commissioner of the revenue of the county or corporation 
where the chief office is located. Property is assessed where located. 
A company failing to make a report is to be assesstnl by lating each mile 
of telegraph or telephone line at 1125 for one wire and $25 for each addi- 
tional wire per mile, and by ascertaining tlie value of othcT property as 
that of individuals. There is also a fine imposed of |50() to S2,()()0. 

Oysters are assessed as personal property by the ins[)ectors of oysters 
annually on the 1st day of ()ctol>er. 

The assessors "are compensatc^d at the rate of $2 per day, and the 
commissioners of revenue l)y commissions and fees. 

c, EquaUzation. —There is no equalization^ strictly 
interpreted, of any ])art of the assessment. But the 
assessors of counties and cities meet for consultation 
with a view to equalizing the assessment of lands in 
their respective counties, districts^ and corporations. 

Persons feeling themselves aggrieved by any entry in 
the land book or personal property book may, within 
one year, apply for relief to the court in which tlie 
commissioner gave bond. The attorney for the com- 
monwealth defends the application. The court may 
order the assessment corrected and the money refunded 
or the treasurer restrained from collecting. 

Redress from erroneous assessments of county and 
of local taxes is to be had in the county or corporation 
court. 

Any railroad or canal company, express or trjmsportation company, 
steamship, steamboat, or sleeping car company, or any stcimi terry 
company aggrieved by the a'^sessment by the board of |)ut>hc works 
may apply for redress to the circuit court of the city of Hichmotid. 
Notice of tlie application is to be given the board of pubHc wotks, and 
the attorney for the commonwealth for the city of Jiichmond dt'fcnds 
the application. 

2. Raff - 

The anniud niU' on real estate is fixed by statute at 80 cents on esery 
$1(X) of assessed valu(» for the support of the state government, and H) 
cents for the support of public free schools; on tangible personal prop- 
erty and on choses in action, moneys, credits and capital, and toll 
bridges, turnpikes, and ierri(\s the rates are tlie same. 

;^. OoUection — 

State, county, and city taxes are collected hj the 
county and city treasurers. 

Tax(\s are due and palpable on July 1, and the treas- 
urer attends in each magisterial district by appoint- 
ment to riH^eive them. After December 1, it is his duty 
to call for taxes that remain unpaid and to collect 
them by distress of goods and cliattels or garnish- 
ment, and if there is found no propert)^ liable to dis- 
tress, he is to return lists of delinquent taxes, wdiich 
are then enforced bv sale of lands. The lien of the 



state on land for taxes is paramount to that of the 
counties, cities, and towns, and all liens attach De- 
cember 15 in the year in which the taxes are assessed. 

Taxes on oysters are collected by the oyster inspectors; they are due 
on September 1 in each year. 

Collection officers are paid for their services commissions similar to 
those allowed the commissioners of the revenue for assessing the taxes. 

II. Poll tax. 

All male persons, white and colored, over the age of 
21 years pay a capitation tax of $1 for public free 
school purposes. The tax is a lien upon real estate. 

III. Inheritance tax. 

When any estate within the state of any decedent 
passes, by will or descent, to any other person than the 
grandfather, grandmother, father, mother, husband, 
wife, brother, sister, or lineal descendant of such de- 
cedent, the estate so passing is subject to a tax of 5 per 
cent. Exemptions are, all propert}^ to be used for 
state, county, municipal, benevolent, charitable, edu- 
cational, and religious purposes. 

IV. Corporation taxes. 

In addition to tlie general property tax, railroad and canal companies 
pay an income tax of 1 per cent per annum, which income is ascertained 
by deducting the cost of operation fr-orn the amount received. 

There is also a tax for expenses of the railroad commissioner, not to 
exceed $400 per annum, to be borne by the several railroad companies 
operating in the state according to their gross income. This tax is to 
be apportioned Ijy tlie auditor of public accounts. 

Pullman, sleeping, palace, or dining car companies are taxed on their 
capital stock, based on that proportion which is invested and used in 
Virginia, determined liy the imit rule from the cash value of the shares 
constituting the entire capital stock. Tlie rate is 30 cents per $100 for 
the state and 10 cents for schools. 

Steamship companies and car and transportation companies, except 
express, pay an income tax of 1 per cent per annum on net earnings in 
excess of $600. (The property is also taxed at the regular property 
rate.) 

iVlutual insurance companies transacting business in not more than 
four counties and fraternal orders are exempt. 

V. Business taxes and licenses. 

A large number of license taxes are levied annually 
for state purposes. 

Alerchants pay license taxes for the privilege of transacting business 
in the state, to be graduated by the amount of purchases during the 
jieiitxl, reported under oatli to the commissioner of the revenue. 
Purchases up to $1,000, $5; $1,000 to $2,000, $10; $2,000 to $50,000, 
30 cents on $100; over $50,000, 10 cents on excess per $100. 

I'his license tax is in li(Mi of all taxes for state purposes on capital 
aciuallv employed in th(^ Inisiness as stock in trade. 

The capital stock of mercantil*^ corporations is not to l)e taxed if the 
liceMs(» amounts to as much as the tax on capital stock. 

Paili'oad companies which sell mineral or forest products are to be 
taxed as other merchants. 

l^rivilege and license taxes on corporations (annual) : 

Express companies, in addition to the general property tax, pay for 
the privilege of doing business between points within the state, where the 
mileage is 2(X) miles or less, $2.50: 200 to 1,000 miles, $1,250; 1,000 to 
1,500 miles, $2,000; 1,500 miles or over, $2,750. 

Telegrafih companies pay a license tax for the privilege of operating, 
per mile of wire in the state, $2: also 2 per cent of gross earnings on 
state business. 
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Telephone companies, license tax— 600 phones or less, per phone, 50 
cents; 600 to 1,000 phones, per phone, 75 cents; 1,000 to 2,000 phones, 
per phone, $1; 2,000 phones or over, per phone, $1.50. 

Building and loan associations— license, specific tax, capital $25,000, 
$50; $25,000 to $50,000, $75; $50,000 to $100,(X)0, $100; $100,000 to 
$150,000, $125; $150,000 to $200,000, $150; $200,000 to $350,000, $175; 
$400,000, $250 (with $50 for eacli additional $100,000). 

Nonresident companies pay upon capital invested in tliis state, and 
the shares are not taxable. 

On companies doing business on the purely mutual plan, confining 
their business to the city or county where organized, tlie tax is $50, to 
be levied only where the principal office of the company is located. 

Insurance companies, surety companies, and every mutual aid society, 
mutual benefit, guarantee, accident, plate glass, steam boiler, assess- 
ment, security, marine, United Brethren, live stock, travelers' company, 
and all lik(* companies, in addition to the general property tax, pay a 
specific license tax of $200 for the privilege of doing business in the state. 
In addition they are to pay 1 per cent upon the gross amount of all 
assessments, premiums, dues, and fees derived from business in the 
state. In the case of assessment companies these taxes are in lieu of 
all other taxes. 

Commission merchants, $50; when commissions exceed S1,0(X), $60; 
for each $1,000 in excess of $2,000, $10 extra; also, in addition, the 
amount to be paid by liquor inercliants and stock brokers, if dealing in 
those lines. 

The specific tax on a livf^ stock compan}^ is $100, and there is a forfeit 
of 5 per cent for every month in default . 

Peddlers— on foot, $250; otherwise, $300; lightning rod peddlers, $20; 
sale of patent rights, except l)y the patentee, $25. Agents— land agents, 
$10 and one-eighth of 1 per cent on amount of sales; if in a town of 2.000 
to 3,000 inhabitants, $10 additional; 3,000 to 4,000, $20: 4,000 to 5,000, 
$30 ; over 5,000, $40 additional : book agents, $10. P>.rtiHzers, $20 ; k\ss 
than 1(X) tons, $10 in one county; additional counties, $5 each ; but when 
tax on capital is $30 tliere is no license tax. Auction sales— geneial auc- 
tioneers, $50 (if city of 5,000 inha!)itants or over, $2 additional per 1 ,000 
inhabitants, but maximum is $130; also one-fourth of 1 per cent of sales 
per year) ; real estate auctioneers, $50 (if city of 5,000 inhabitants or over, 
$100 ; also one-fourth of 1 percent of sales; for privilege of negotiating 
loans on real estate, $100 additional) ; tobacco auctioneers, $25; cities of 
15,000 inliabitants, $50. Junk dealers, $.50 ; canvassing for junlv dealers, 
$25; retailers of tobacco, $5; common crier, $5; sliip brokers, $50; 
stock brokers, $100 (towns of 5,000 to 10,000 inhabitants, $150 for each 
office). Private bankers— capital $5,000 or muler, $50; over $5,(X)0 to 
$10,(XX), $UX); $10,000 to $20,0(X), $150; $20,000 to $30,0(X), $150 and 
$5 for each $1,(XX) over $30,0(X). Pawnbrokers, $250; commercial and 
insurance l)rokers, $1 00. Coupon brokers, $500 ; $1 ,000 in counties, cities, 
and towns over 1(),(XX) inhabitants; also 20 per cent on tlu^ face value 
of all coupons sold (tax-receivable coupons from bonds of state of Vii- 
ginia). Private entertainment house, $5 (also 5 per cent on the annual 
rent over $100) ; boarding house, $5 (also 1 per cent on the annual rent over 
$100); eating house, $25; rental value per annum is $100 to $1,000, 3 per 
cent additional ; $1 ,000 to $2,000, 5 per cent additional. Bowling saloons, 
$25, and $10 for each alley over one ; billiard saloons, $50, and $25 for ta_ 
bles over one; bagatelle saloon $10, and $5 for tables over oncv; thcMiters^ 
each performance, $3; l>y week, $10; shows, circuses, and menageries, per 
day , $20; in cities of 1 ,(KX) to 10,(XX) inhabitants, $100, also 5 per cent on 
the gross receipts in addition to the specific tax; merry-go-rounds, $10; 
public rooms, $20; skating rinks, $5 to $10 per quarter. Al torneys-at- 
law— licensed less than five years, $15; licensed over [iv(> years, $25 (pro- 
vided that noattorneywho.se receipts are less than$50() per annum need 
pay over $15) . Special license to sue the state or its oflicers for recovery of 
money for coupons tendered as taxes, $250. Physicians, surgeons, and 
dentists— licensed for less than five years, $10; licensed for over five 
years, $15; in cities over 5,000 inhabitants, $25, provided tliat when re- 
ceipts are less than $-500 per annum license tax is $1 0. Daguerrean and 
photograph artists and their agents, $10; cities 2, OCX) to 10,0(X) inhabit- 
ants, $30; 10,000 to 20,000, $40; over 20,000, $50; for each additional 
county, $5. Stallions and jackasses for letting to mares, $10; agents for 
renting houses, $30; in towns less than 2,000 inhabitants, $10. Labor 



agents, $25. Storage and impounding house, $25; city of 5,000 inhabit- 
ants or over, $50. Yards and wagon yards, $10 (only in cases where com- 
pensation of owner is more tlian $50 per year) : livery stables, $15; cities 
over 2,000 inhabitants, S25, and 50 cents for every stall therein; hack 
drivers, $10; baggage^wagon,$5 for each conveyance. Sewing machine 
agents, $200 to manufacturers; canvassers, $20; machine agents, $15, 
and $10 in other counties. Liquor license - wholesale of all kinds, $350; 
malt hquors only, $150; retail of all kinds — population 1,000 or less, $75; 
over 1,000, $125; malt liquors onl v. in towns less than 5,000, $30; privi- 
lege oi keeping a barroom — population less than 1,(XX), $75, and also 15 
percent of the rental value of the rooms used; population 1 ,000 and over, 
$125 and 15 per cent on the rental. Restaunmt s, towns of 2,000 or less, 
$75; over 2,(XX),$125 (also 8 per cent of the rental value of the house and 
furniture up to $1 ,000 of such annual value; $1,000 to $2,000, 5 per cent 
on the excess; above $2,000, 3 per cent); inns, same as for i-estaurants. 
Holders of one class of liquor or restaurant license may obtain the others 
by payment of one4ialf of the specific sum lecpiired. Malt li(|uor saloon, 
county or towns less than 1,(X)0, $40; sample liquor merchants, $350; 
cities over 1,000, $60 (above amounts in lieu of all taxes upon capital 
actually employed, except manufacturers, distillers, and rectifiers); rec- 
tifiers (not manufacturers) , $1 50. Druggists pay as retail licpior dealers. 
Manufacturers who mash and distill — 10 bushels or less per day, $30; 10 
to 20 l)ushels per day, $50; 20 to 30 bushels per day, $75; 30 to 45 bushels 
per day, $125; 45 to 75 bushels pei- day, $200; 75 to 100 bushels per day, 
$250; 100 to 150 bushels per day, $300; 150 to 200 bushels per day, $400; 
200 to 250 bushels per day, $450; 250 to 300 bushels i)er day, $500; on 
each 100 busliels per da}^ in excess of 300, $200 p(u 100 bushels per day 
(manufactin-er may sell at the factory without further license). Distill- 
ers of brandy — over 40 gallons and distillery run only three months, 
$10; three to six months, $20; over six months, $50. Breweries, $50. 
Dogs — commissioner (jf the revenue may license dogs, which v> ill 
then be deemed personal property, one dog, $1 ; for each additional 
dog, 50 cents; special taxes on dogs may l)e imposed by cities and 
counties. Dealers in cast-olT clothing in Acconuic and Northampton 
counties, per annum, $25; dealers in pistols and cartridges in Acconuic 
and Northampton counties, per annum, $10. Slot nuicfiines, each, per 
annum, $2.50. 

VI. Income tax. 

Incomes in excess of $600, whether received or 
merely due within the year ])recedin^ the 1st of Feb- 
ruary, are to be ascertained by the commissioner of the 
revenue. ^Mncome" inchides all rents, salaries, inter- 
est upon notes, stocks, bonds, or other securities not 
otherwise taxed, of the United States or any other 
state, corporation, firm, or individual, less the interest 
due and paid l)y tlie owner during the year; the amount 
of all premiiMus on gold, silver, or couj)ons; the amount 
of sales of live stock and miuit of all kinds, less the 
value thereof at the time of tlie assessment of the 
same; provided, the said vahie has heretofore bcM^n 
taxed as capital; the amoimt of sales of wood, buder, 
cheese, hay, tol)acco, grain, or other vegetal )!(% agri- 
cidtural, or other production grown or ])r()duced by 
said person; provided, that the amount derived by 
the producer from tlie sale of any agricultural produc- 
tion during the preceding year, whether- the same w as 
grown or produced during the preceding year or not, is 
to be assessed and taxed as income; all other gains and 
profits derived from any source N\hatsoever, and the 
shares of the gains and prohts of all companies, whether 
incorporated or partnership, of any person who woukl 
be entitk^i to the same if divided, whether said profits 
have been divided or not. 
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Deductions from income^ in addition to the sum of 
$600, are : All losses sustained during the year ; all losses 
incurred in trade; all sums actually paid for labor, 
ditches J fences, taxes, and rents; all fertilizers, and all 
clover or other seed purchased and used by any per- 
son who cultivates land, except sums paid out for 
improvements, new buildings, and betterments made 
to increase the value of property or estate; and pro- 
vided further, that only one deduction of $600 is to 
be made from the aggregate income of any family, 
except that guardians may make a separate deduction 
of $600 in favor of each ward out of the income coming 
to said ward. 

This tax is at the rate of 1 per cent, and is collected 
as the general property tax, except that the tax on 
salaries of officers of the state, payable at the treasury, 
is collected at the time that the salary is audited and 
paid. 

VII. Tax on wills and administrations. 

The probate of every will or grant of administration, 
where the legal situs of estate for taxation is in the 
state, of estates of $1,000 or less, is taxed $1; every 
additional $100, 10 cents additional. 

VIII. Tax on deeds and contracts. 

On every recorded deed, and every contract relating 
to real estate and personal property, recorded, 50 cents; 
consideration or value of property $300 to SI, 000, $1; 
over $1,000, per $100, 10 cents additional. Deed of ! 
release, 50 cents. Deeds of trust and mortgage are I 
taxed on the amount of the obligation secured; rail- | 
road mortgages and those of other internal improve- | 
ment companies are taxed upon such proportion of | 
the consideration as the portion of the line, property, i 
and works of such company in this state bears to the 
whole property conveyed by deed. Deeds of parti- 
tion, 50 cents. 

IX. Tax on suits. 

Upon any original suit, except a suit in chancery, 
in a circuit or corporation court, or removed thereto 
from the justice's court, where amount does not ex- 
ceed $500, there is a tax of $1; when debt or demand 
for damages exceeds $500, the additional tax per $100 
is 10 cents. 

Upon every appeal, writ of error, or supersedeas 
in a circuit court there shall be a tax of $3; in the 
supreme court of appeals the tax is $6; and the non- 
payment of these taxes for thirty days from granting 
the appeal is cause for dismissal. 

Upon every chancery suit originating in a corpora- 
tion or circuit court the tax is 11.50. 

Upon every writ of mandanuis the tax is $3. 

The payment of these taxes is a condition precedent 
to the issuing of an}^ writ or docket, recording deeds 
or wdlls, or to granting letters of administration. The 
clerks receive a commission of 5 per cent for collection. 



B. FEES. 

(See Taxes: VII, VIII, and IX, above.) 

Secretary of the commonwealth. — Issuing charter of corporation, $1; 
tax on seals — seal of state, $2; seal of courts and notaries, $1. There 
are also small fees for fding papers, copies thereof, etc. 

By the act of April 16, 1903, corporations must pay: 

(1) Fees on charters — (a) Domestic or foreign corporations operat- 
ing a public service line or road of any kind are required to pay a fee on 
the granting or the extension of the charter, or obtaining a license to do 
business in the state, according to capital, graduated from $25 on $5,000 
up to 15,000 on $90,000,000; (h) all other corporations pay a fee of 
$10 on $50,000, with an additional fee of 20 cents for each $1 ,0(X) in excess 
of $50,000. 

(2) Fees for registration— An annual fee, domestic and foreign, grad- 
uated according to capital of $5 on $15,000 up. 

(3) Annual state franchise tax — In addition to charter fees, taxes on 
property, income, and receipts and registration, every corporation 
must pay a fee of from $10 to $200, according to capital. 

County Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general property tax, 

1. Base— 

The property included and the assessment and 
equalization are the same for county as for state 
purposes. 

2. Rate— 

The rate is fixed by the board of supervisors; but for 
roads it is not to exceed 15 cents upon every $100, nor 
for schools 10 cents. 

3. Collection — 

In the same manner as for state taxes. 

II. Foil tax. 

The board of supervisors of the county may levy a 
capitation tax not to exceed 50 cents on all male per- 
sons over 21 years of age. 
III^ IV, and V. Inheritance tax, corporation taxes, and 

business taxes and licenses. 

There are no such taxes or licenses for county pur- 
poses. 

Municipal Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general property tax. 

1. Base— 

The property included and the assessment are the 
same for municipal as for state taxation. Manufactur- 
ing establishments are, however, sometimes exempted 
for a period of years from municipal taxes. 

2. Rate—' 

The council levies so much as is, in its opinion, neces- 
sary to meet all sums chargeable to the town or city, 

3. Collection-- 
Same as for state taxes. 
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IT. Poll tax. 

The council ma}^ levy poll taxes on all male persons 
over 21 years of age. 
Ill and IV. Inheritance tax and corporation taxes. 

No such taxes are used by the municipalities. 
V. Business taxes and licenses, 

III addition to the state tax on l)usinesses; the council 
of any city or town may require a local license and 
impose a tax. They may also tax tlie privilege of 
keeping for hire any wheeled (^arriage. 

S C JIO( ) 1. R E >' E NUE s . 

The schools are administered according to school dis- 
tricts^ which are sul)divisions of the cities and counties. 

State scliool funds. — Tlie state funds applicable to 
public free school purposes are apportioned to the coun- 
ties and cities of the state separately. These funds 



embrace the annual interest on the literary fund, con- 
sisting of the proceeds of the sale of public lands 
donated by Congress, escheated property^ fines, etc., 
the capitation tax not exceeding $1 on every male citi- 
zen over 21 years of age, and a tax of 10 cents on $100 
of assessed valuation of })roperty. These taxes are 
kept separate from other state revenue. 

County scliool levy. — Tlie board of supervisors levies 
upon property in the comity for county school pur- 
poses a tax of not to exceed 10 cents on the dollar of 
valuation. 

District scliool Z^???/.— The board of supervisors of 
the county levies a tax for district school [)urpos(»s not 
to exceed 10 cents on $100 of assessed value therein. 

Municipal levies.— T\\e council may raise, b}' j)rop- 
erty and capitation taxes, which are not to excetnl 3 
mills on the dollar nor 50 cents per poll, moneys for the 
su})port of public schools within the municipality. 



WASHINGTON.^ 



Washington depends almost entirely upon the gen- 
eral property tax for state, county, and mimicipal reve- 
nues. There are, however, poll taxes, levied in dis- 
tricts for streets and roads, and an inheritance on both 
lineal and collateral transfers. No special corporation 
taxes are levied, except a small one on franchises and 
one on insurance premiums. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 

ARTICl.E vir. 

Sec. 1. All property in the state, not exempt under the laws of the 
United States, or under this constitution, shall l)e taxed in proportion to 
its value, to be ascertained as pj-ovided by law. The; lej^islature shall 
provide by law^ for an arnmal tax sufficient, with other sources of revenue, 
to defray the estimated ordinary expenses of the state for each fiscal 
year. And for the purpose of paying the state debt, if there be any, the 
legislature shall provide for levying a tax annually suilicic^nt to pay the 
annual interest and principal of such debt within twenty yi^ars from the 
final passage of the law creating tlie debt. 

Seo. 2. The legislature shall provide by law a uniform and equal rate 
of assessment and taxation on all property in th(^ state, according to its 
valiK^ in nion(^y, and shall prescril)e such regulations by genei-al law as 
shall secure a just valuation for taxation of all pi'optMty, so that every 
person and corporation shall pay a tax in proportion to the value of his, 
ber, or its propcMly: Provided, That a deduction of del)ts from credits 
may be authorized: Provided, further, That tlu> property of tlie United 
States, and of th(> state, counties, school districts, nrul otiier municipal 
corporations, and such otlier pi'operty as the legislature may by general 
laws provide, shall be exempt from taxation: {And jm yr uled . f^irther ,T\mi 
the legislature shall have power, by appropriate legislation, to (^xempt 
personal propcvrt y to the amount of thnn' hundred dollars (,$3()().(K)) for 
eacli liead of a family liable to ass(\ssment and taxation under the pro- 
visions of tlie laws of this slate of wliicli the individual is the actual and 
bona fide owner as amended in K)02.) 

iThis compilation is derived mainly from Pierce's Code, a compilation 
of all the laws in force in the state of Washington, including the regular 
and extraordinary session of llKJl; compiled bv Frank Pierce; Seattle, 
Wash., UX)2. 



Sec^ 3. The legislature sliall provide l)y general law for the assessing 
and levying of taxes on all corporation property as near as may be by the 
same methods as are provided for the assessing and levying of taxes on 
individual property. 

Sec. 4. The power to tax corporations and corporate property shall 
not be surrendered or suspended l)y any contract or grant to wdiich the 
state shall be a party. 

Sec. 5. No tax shall be levied except in pursuance of law; and every 
law^ imposing a tax shall state distinctly the oliject of the same, to which 
only it shall be applied. 

Sec. 6. All taxes levied and collected for state purposes shall be paid 
in money only into the state treasury. 

Sec. 7. An accurate statement of the receipts and expenditures of 
the public moneys shall l)e published annually in such manner as the 
legislature may provide. 

Sec. 8. Whenever the expenses of any fiscal year shall exceed the 
income, the legislature may provide for levying a tax for the ensuing 
fiscal year, sufficient, with other sources of income, to pay the deficiency, 
as well as the estimated expenses of the ensuing fiscal year. 

Se(^. 9. Tlie legislature may \ est tlie corporate authorities of cities, 
towns, and villages with power to make local improvements by special 
: assessment, or by sp(M'ial taxation of property benefited. For all cor- 
i porate purposes, all municipal corporations may be vested with author- 
I ity to assess and collect taxes, and such taxes shall be uniform in respect 
' to persons and property within the jurisdiction of the body levying the 
same. 

ARTICLE XI. 

1 Sec. 9. No county, nor th<^ inhabitants thereof, nor the pro[)(Mty 
\ therein, shall be released or discharged from its or their proportionate 

share of taxes to be levied for state purposes, nor shall conunutation 

for sucli tax(^s Ix^ authorized in any form whatever. 
\ Sec. 12. The legislature shall liave no power to impose taxes upon 
1 counties, cities, towns, or otluu" municipal corporations, or upon the 

inliabitants or property thereof, for county, city , town, or other munici})al 

purposes, l)ut may, by general laws, vest in \\w (-orpoiate authorities 
\ thi^reof th(^ |)ower to assess and collect taxes for such pur|)oses. 
j 
j AirrictJ-: n. 

Sec. 28. (This section |)roiuhits the legislatui-e from enacting any 
special or private laws for assessment or collection of taxes or for extend- 
ing the time for collection thereofO 
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ARTICLE XXVI. 

(This article provides that lands belonging to citizens of the United 
States residing without the limits of the state shall ne\ er be taxed at a 
higher rate than the lands belonging to residents thereof, and that In- 
dians owning lands in severalty are to be taxed, unless their land is 
exempted by grant.) 

OFFICERS. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are: 

(1) The county assessor, elected for two years. 

(2) The county treasurer, (4ected for two years. 

(3) County board of equalization, composed of the three county com- 
missioners, elected biennially. 

(4) State board of equalization, composed of the secretary of state, 
the commissioner of public lands, and the auditor of state. (Since 1905 
also the three membei's of state tax commission.) 

(5) City assessors and collectors, elected for one year. (In cities of 
the second class only.) 

(6) An advisory state tax commission of three members (created by 
legislature in 190.5). 

State Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general property tax, 
1 . Base — 

a. The property included and exempt. — All property 
now existing, or that is created or brought into the 
state, is subject to taxation, except as expressly ex- 
empted. 

(1) ''Realty, " for the purposes of taxation, includes the land and all 
structures and fixtures thereon, and rights and privileges appertaining 
thereto. 

(2) "Personalty, '' for the purposes of taxation, includes all goods, 
chattels, moneys, stocks; all improvements upon lands the fee of which 
is still in the state or the United States, or in any railroad company; 
credits, whetlier secured or not, but subject to deductions of debts. 

Gas and water mains laid in roads, streets, and alleys shall be held 
to be personal property. 

Ships registered in any United States custom-house in the state, used 
in trade with other states and counties, are not deemed property witliin 
the state nor subject to taxation. 

(3) Exemptions, in addition to public property, are: Cemetei"ies; 
churches whose seats are free; free public libraries; charitable and 
benevolent institutions; ships in construction and materials thereof; 
personal property of lieads of families up to $3(X); fire engines, imple- 
ments, and buildings of fire companies; fruit trees, not nui-sery stock, for 
four years after being transplanted in orchard form. 

b. Assessment. — In general, there is but one com- 
plete assessment roll for state, county, and nmnicipal 
taxes, the county being the unit, and the assessment is 
made with reference to March 1 . 

Real property is assessed biennially in the even-num- 
bered years, the list and valuation })eing made by the 
assessor, but corrections are made anniuilly. Per- 
sonalty is assessed annually on the basis of a detailed 
list made by the taxpayer under oath. The assessor, 
however, fixes the ^Hrue and fair^' value, which is that 
which tlie property would bring at private sale. The 
penalty for failure to furnish a list or for a false list is 
$10 to $2,000. 



The real and personal property of corporations are by the constitu- 
tion to be assessed as that of individuals. 

There is no assessment or apportionment of railroad property by 
state authorities, but the assessment is made by local assessors of railroad 
track and rolling stock in the counties in the proportion that the main 
track in the county bears to the whole length in the state. 

Bank stock is assessed to the owners in tlie town where the bank is 
located, whetlier the owner is there resident or not, a proportionate 
part of the value of real estate of the bank being deducted. The bank 
is made responsible for payment of the taxes. 

Itinerant merchants are requirea to notify the county assessor, and 
to pay a tax assessed at the rate assessed for state, count}^, and local 
purposes upon their stock in trade. 

c. Equalization. — The county board of equalization 
equalizes between individuals and corrects the county 
roll, and it may adjust the valuation of a class or classes 
of property. 

The state board of equalization equalizes between 
counties according to classes of property to ascertain 
the jtist proportion due for state purposes from the 
several counties. 

2. Rate--- 

The state board of equalization apportions the 
amount of tax for state purposes among the several 
counties in proportion to the valuation as equalized by 
the board. It is the duty of the county auditor to fix 
the rates necessary to raise the amount so apportioned 
and to place the same on the tax rolls of the county. 
The maximum tax for state purposes is 3 mills on the 
dollar of the property valuation of the entire state. 

3. Collection — 

In general, all taxes for state, county, municipal, 
school, road, and other purposes are extended upon 
the tax books of the county, and the county treasurer 
is the receiver and collector. Taxes on real estate are 
a lien on the property from the assessment day, March 

I. and are due May 31, after which date they become 
delinquent and 15 per cent interest is charged. If, 
however, they are paid before March 15 a rebate of 3 
per cent is allowed, or, if one-half is paid before May 
31, the rest may go over until November 30. 

Taxes on personal property are a lien, on all real and 
personal property, after the first Monday in February, 
the day on which they become due. If they are not 
paid within 30 days after notice, the county treasurer 
may distrain the goods and chattels. 

II. Poll tax. 

There is no state poll tax. 

III. Inheritance tax. 

All property within the jurisdiction of the state, 
whether belonging to inhabitants or not, passing by 
transfer which takes effect at death, is subject to this 
tax at the following rates : 

(1) On all sums above the lirst $10,000, where the same passes to the 
fatlier, mother, liusband, wife, lineal descendant, adopted child or his 
lineal descendant, 1 per cent. 

(2) On all sums not exe(^eding the first $50,000 which passes to col- 
lateral heirs to and including the third degree of relationship, 3 per cent^ 
and to collateral heirs beyond the third degree or to strangers to the 
blood, 6 per cent. 
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(3) On all sums above the first $50,(X)0, and not exceeding $100,0(X), 
to collateral heirs of the third degree, 4 J per cent; to collateral heirs 
beyond the third degree and strangers to the blood, 9 per cent. 

(4) On all sums in excess of the first $100,000 to collateral heirs of the 
third degree, (> per cent; to collateral heirs beyond the third degree and 
strangers to the blood, 12 per cent. 

IV. Corporation taxes. 

On domestic and foreign corporations having capital 
stock there is an annual franchise tax in the form of a 
license fee of $10. This tax does not apply to corpora- 
tions not for pecuniary profit, nor to such insurance 
companies as pay an annual license. Other than tlie 
general property tax^ there are no corporation taxes, 
except on insurance companies. Insurance com- 
panies are charged $10 annually for a certificate of 
authority, and in addition must pay a premium tax of 
2 per cent on the excess of premiums collected over 
losses paid in the state. 

V. Business taxes and licenses. 

Insurance agent — hre, per annum, S2; marine, per annum, 50 cents; 
commission merchant, per annum, $5. Fisherman's license — seines, 
traps, wheels, monthly, $2.50 to $50; packer's license, per season, $100 
to $1,000 {new canneries pay a license of $250 until their pack is defi- 
nitely known); packers and dealers, anrmal fee, $2.50; hunters, resi- 
dents, $1; hunters, nonresidents, $10; milk wagons, per annum, $1; 
sale of milk at a stand, per annum, $1 ; peddlers of medicines, per month, 
$1 to $25; pilots, issue of license, per annum, $5 (and 5 per cent on his 
charges); owners of coal mines, 4 mills per ton sold or used. 

Licenses for selling intoxicating liquors at retail are issued by the 
mayor and common council of cities and incorporated towns, and by 
county commissioners for territory outside of the limits of incorporated 
towns. The license fee can not be less than $300 nor more tlian $1,000 
annually. Ten per cent of all licenses are paid to the state. The bal- 
ance of city licenses is paid to the general city treasury. Of county 
license receipts, 35 per cent goes to tlie county school fund and 55 per 
cent to the general county fund. 

B. FEES. 

By secretary of state. — Filing articles of incorporation of foreign and 
domestic corporations, $10; supplemental articles, $10; medicine, prac- 
tice, examination fee, $50; dentistry, practice, examination fee, $25. 

By commissioner of insurance. — Filing articles of incorporation, $25; 
issuing certificate of authority annually, $10; filing aiuiual statement, 
$10; agent's license, $2. 

County Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general property tax. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the assessment and 
equalization are the same for the county taxes as for 
the state. 

2. Rate- 

The county taxes are levied hj the county commis- 
sioners. The tax for the payment of coimt}^ indebted- 
ness is not to exceed 5 mills on the dollar; that for cur- 
rent expense, 8 mills; the school tax, S mills; the road 
tax, 5 mills; the bridjje tax, 3 mills. All taxes are com- 



puted at the aggregate rate per cent under the head of 
consolidated tax, and the county treasurer distributes to 
the different fimds pro rata after collection. 
3. Collection 

Collection of county taxes is made l)y the county 
treasurer, as are stat(^ and townslnp taxes. 
IT, III, and IV. Poll tax, inker ita nee tax, and corpora- 
tion taxes. 

The counties levy no poll, inlunilance. or special cor- 
poration taxes. (See muniei])al i>oll tax, page 816.) 
V. Business taxes and licenses (annual). 

Hawkers of goods, per annum (limit), $25: hilliard In hies and bowling 
alleys (limit), $25; ferries (limit), $1 to $100. Licjuors- wholesale, quan- 
tities over 1 gallon, $100: grocery, to sell beei-, $100: saloons (at discre- 
tion), $300 to $1 ,(XX). Cigarettes— retail, $10; wholesale, $25. 

(See also state revenue, witli reference to licenses to retail intoxicating 
liquors (saloons).) 

Municipal Revenues. 

The divisions of local government are : Cities of four 
classes — (1) those having over 20,000 inhabitants, (2) 
10,000 to 20,000 inhabitants, (3) 1,500 to 10,000 in- 
habitants, (4) 300 to 1,500 inhabitants; townships, 
where such organization is adopted l)y the county, em- 
bracing that portion of the county outside of incor- 
porated cities and towns; school districts; and road 
districts. 

a. taxes. 

I. The general property tax. 

1. Base-- 

The property included and the methods of assess- 
ment are, in general, the same as for state taxes, with 
certain local peculiarities in procedure. In cities of the 
first class that portion of the county assessment roll em- 
bracing persons and property subject to taxation in the 
city constitutes also the roll for tlie city. Cities of the 
second, third, and fourth classes nuiy liave independent 
rolls made by city assessors to conform, as nearly as 
possible, to the county roll. The township assessor 
performs the same duties as the county assessor. 

The cities a})point committees of their city coinicils 
to equalize or assist the county l)oard in equalization. 

2. Rale- 

In cities the city council fixes the rate for numicipal 
revenues, with various restrictions; in cities oth(»r than 
of the first class the maximum rate is 10 mills. 

In townships taxes are levied by the eI(H"toi's in town 
meetings, subject to certain restrictions. 

In road districts the electors may hn y, by vote, a tax 
of from 1 to 10 mills on tlie dollar. 

3. Collection — 

Collection is, in general, the same as for state and 
county taxes. In cities of the first, third, and fourth 
classes the county treasurer is ex ollicio collector of the 
city taxes. Cities of the second class have their own 
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collectors. Delinquent taxes are enforced by the same 
procedure as delinquent county and state taxes. 
Road district taxes may be paid in labor. 

II. Poll tax. 

Every male person over 21 and under 50 years of age 
residincr outside the limits of an incorporated city or 
town for six months or more is recpiired to pay, by 
i\{arch 1 in each year, a road poll tax of $2. in prac- 
tice, this is a county poll tax, receipts tlierefrom being 
included with those of the county. 

Cities and towns may levy an annual str(x^t poll tax 
not exceeding $2 in cities of the tliird class, or $4 in cities 
of the fourth class. These taxes are paya))le in labor in 
lieu of money. 

Ill and IV, Inheritance tax and corporation taxes. 

There are no inheritance or special corporation taxes 
for mimicipalities. 

V. Business taxes arid licenses. 

The city councils of cities and towns may license, 
for purposes of regulation and revenue, all and every 



kind of business, including the sale of intoxicating 
liquors. 

Dog license, per annimi, not to exceed $2: licjuor licenses, per annum, 
$300 to S1,000 (10 per cent imist be paid to the state); billiard tables, 
not to exceed $25 each. 

School Revenues. 

The constitution prescribes a permanent school 
fund, derived from various sources, the income of 
which is to be applied to the current use of the common 
schools. Among them is 35 per cent of the county 
liquor liceuses. 

A state tax is to be levied by the state board of 
equalization, which, with the income from the perma- 
nent fund, is to make up $10 for each child of school 
age ; but the tax is not to exceed 5 mills on the dollar. 
The counties levy a school tax of 8 mills. 

A district school tax may be levied b}^ the board of 
directors of the district, not to exceed 10 mills on the 
dollar. No tax exceeding 5 mills can be levied without 
a vote of the electors of the district. 



WEST A^RGINIA.i 



West Virginia depends primarily on the general 
property tax for state, county, and municipal pur- 
poses. There are, besides, a collateral inheritance tax, 
a system of annual license or franchise taxes on corpo- 
rations, including insurance, telegraph, and express 
companies, and license taxes on various acts, busi- 
nesses, and occupations. The poll tax is devoted to 
the school fund. 

In 1904 and 1905 the entire revenue law of the state 
was revised. The changes made at that time have not 
been included in this compilation. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 
ARTICLE X. 

Sec. L Taxation shall be equal and uniform throughout the state, 
and all property, both real and personal, sliall be taxed in |)i()portion to 
its value, to \w asc(n"tained as directed by law. No one speei(^s of prop- 
erty from which a tax may be ccjllectc^d shall be taxed highc^r than any 
otlier sp(H.'ies of [iroperty of erpud value; but property used for educa- 
tional, literary, scientific, i'eligious or charitable purposes, all cemeteries, 
and public |)rop(Mty may, by law, be exempted from taxation. The 
legislature shall have ])ow(U' to tax, by uniform and equal laws, all privi- 
leges and franchises of peisous and corporations. 

Sec. 2. The legishUure shall levy an annual capitation tax of one dol- 
lar upon eacti male inhabitant of the state who has attained tla^ age of 
twenty-one years, whicli shnll \)v annuMlly a]>proi)riated to the sup[)ort 
of freesch(»ols. P<'rsons adlicti'd with hotlily infirmity may beexcmpttHi 
from th(* tax. 

Skc. T). Th(» power of taxation of the hgislMtmc shall extend lo pro- 
visions for the payn)(Mit of i\\r state debt, and inlcMest tlHM'con, the suf)- 
po?t. of Uvv schools, and the])aym(Mit of theannual <'stimat(Ml (^xpcMisesof 
the stat(*; but whenever any dcMiciency in the r«'V('nuo shall exist in anv 
year it shtdl. at the I'egidar session thereof lu^ld next al'tcM- (lu^ deliciencv 

'This compilation is <leriv(Ml mainly from tlu* following sources: 
Th(^ Cod<' of West \'ii-ginia, fourth edition, as am<»{uled. to arid in- 
cluding tin- year 1S}>9. Compiled by John A. Worth. Published by 
Mail Tribvme lV)ok Room, Charleston, MHH). 

Acts of W(^^t Mrginia, Regular Session. UK)! : The Tril)une (ompanv, 
Oharl<>slon, 190L 



occurs, levy a tax for the ensuing year sufficient, with the other sources 
of income, to meet such deficiency, as well as the estimated expenses of 
such year. 

Sec. 7. County authorities shall never assess taxes in any one year 
the aggregate of which shall exceed ninety-five cents per one hundred 
dollars valuation, except for the support of free schools; payment of 
indebtedness existing at the time of the adoption of this constitution and 
for the payment of any indebtedness, M^ith the interest thereon, created 
under the succeeding section, unless such assessment, with all questions 
involving the increase of such aggregate, shall have been submitted to 
the vote of the people of the county and have received three-fifths of 
all the votes cast for and against it. 

Sec. 8. (No county, city, school district, or municipal corporation 
may become indebted to an amount exceeding five per cent of the 
assessed valuation of the property in such civil division, nor without 
providing for a direct annual tax sufficient to pay annually the interest 
on the debt and the principal thereof within thirty-four ^^ears.) 

Sec. 9. The legislature may, l)y law, authorize the corporate authori- 
ties of cities, towns, and villages, for corporate purposes, to assess and 
collect taxes; but such taxes shall be uniform with respect to persons 
and property within the jurisdiction of the authority imposing the 
same. 

OFFICERS. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are : 

(1) Assessors in towns, citi(*s, and villages, who are elected for one 
year, 

(1^^ Sergeimt, who is eltu'lrd for one year, and is collector of taxes for 
towns, citi<'s, or villages. 

(i^) County assessors, who are elected for a tei'm of four years. 

( Ti SherilV, who is (4ect«Ml for a term of four years, and who acts as 
tax colh'ctoi- for the county. 

(o'l Cou!ity court, compo^<'(I of three conunissioners, elected for a 
term of six years. 

(<i) Tlir board of ])ublic works, consisting of the govei'uor, the attor- 
nev-g<MUM'al, the superintendent of five schools, the auditor, and the 
treasuRM', togeth(U' with th(^ secretary of state ex officio, forms a state 
board of a>^s(^ssment. 

(7) A state board of ecjualization, authorized by the legislature at 
each dccrnnial assessment of real estate. 
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State Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general property tax. 
1. Base— 
a. The property included and exempt. — All property 
in the state is subject to taxation, unless specially 
exempted. 

(1) ''Real property" includes all interest in land and its appurte- 
nances. 

(2) ''Personal property" includes all fixtures attached to land, if not 
included in the valuation of land; all things of value, movable and tan- 
^nble, wliich are the subjects of ownership; and money, credits, and 
investments. All personal property belonging to residents of the state, 
whether situated in or out of the state, and all personal property in tlie 
state, although owned by persons residing out of the state, is subject to 
taxation. But personal property'permanently located in another state, 
where it is subject to taxation, is not to be taxed here. 

(3) Property exempted, in addition to public property, includes: 
Churches and parsonages, cemeteries, libraries; property used for edu- 
cational, charitable, and benevolent purposes; lire companies; the prod- 
ucts and increase in number of live stock and the produce of mines, salt 
w^ells, and oil wells, and all such manufactured articl(^s and products of 
mechanical skill and labor produced within the state during th<* year 
preceding the 1st day of January and remaining unsold on that day and 
in the poss(»ssion of tlie producer. 

h. Assessment, — There is, in general, l)ut one assess- 
ment for state, count}^, and municipal purposes. The 
county is the assessment district, except tliat certain 
counties are divided into two districts with an assessor 
elected for each. The assessment refers to the 1st of 
April. The land books of the county jire to be made 
out when ordered by the legislature, usually decen- 
nially, hj the clerk of the county court. Changes of 
ownership or of value are entered annually l)y tlie cderk 
on the basis of information obtained l)y the assessors, 
who take with them tlie land books of the joreceding 
year and require each taxpayer under oatli to state 
whether his land is correctly entered. Values are, 
however, determined by the assessors. There is a 
penalty of $50 on taxpayers failing to give the required 
information. 

Every person of full age and sound mind is r(>({uire(l Jo ]ist th<* per- 
sonal property l)eIonging to him and make a valuation (hereof under 
oath. An}' person may refuse to value any personal j)roperty hsled by 
him if he exhibits the samc^ to the assc'ssor, w4io must thereupon assess 
th(^ value thereof. 

Disagreement between the owner and tlie assessor in rega/'d to the 
fair cash value of any personal property may l)e referr(>d to two discreet 
voters, one to be cliosen l)y (*ach, and their decision or thai <»f an umpire 
chosen by them is final. 

Mortgag(*s or deeds of trust t(^ secure a debt or Jial^illty an' assessed to 
the mortgagor until tlie mortgagee^ or trustcn^ lakes p(»sscssio?i, aft<'r 
which h(> is deemed th(^ ow'nei-. Personal property moitgagefj or [)ledged 
is likewise assessed to the party who has possession. 

In listing credits or investjnents (he d(»l)ts owned as ])riiicipal de})tor 
may l)e dtKlucted, but not those for which the tax})ay«T is habJe jnei-ely 
as surety, indorser, or giiai'antor, imlcss the principal l)e insolvent. In- 
V(*stinents and credits ar(> to be rabHJ at tluMr market \:\hu\ 

The real estate of corporations is assessed as that of individuals. Th(^ 
actual value of the capital invested in tlie lousiness, exclusive" of real es- 
tate, is estimated by taking iho aggregate value of the personal property 
of the company and deducting from credits and invest inents tln^ amount 
they owe. 

932-07 52 



When the property, stock, or capital of any company is assessed to 
thc> company, no person owning any share or interest therein is to be 
assessed on such shares. 

Toll bridges and ferries are asscssinl at ton times their annual value 
for purposes of taxation. Railroad l)ridges on which a separate toll or 
fare is charged are also assessed at ten times their annual value. 

Eailroad companies, including street railroads, sle(»ping, parlor, and 
! dining car companies, and freight-line and ecjuipment companies are 
i taxed upon the general property valuation. Property used in the op- 
i eration of the road is assessed by the board of public works of the state 
I on the basis of elaborate returns by the railroad. I*roperty not used in 
i operation of the railroad, but owned by it, is assessed like ])r'op(»rty of 
' individuals. The assessment of th(^ state l)oajd is apportioned to the 
; counties, and by the counties to the numicipaiities. 
i The value of the capital used in trade or business of merchants and 
I firms not iiK^orporated is assessed on tlu» basis of elaborate spe^cial 
I returns. 

Banks are assessed on capital em})loyed. Debts ma\^ be deducted 
I from moneys and credits only. 

! e. Equalization. — The coimty court Iiears complaints 
I as to the assessment and equalizes between individu- 
! als. There is an appeal to the circuit court of tlie 
I coimty. Railroads may also appeal to the circuit 
court from the assessment of the board of public works. 
\ Tlie prosecuting attorney represents the interest of tlie 
\ state in such appeals. 

! There is no state board of equalization and no equali- 
I zation between counties, i^xcept as provided by the 
I legislature in the case of the decern nial assessment of 
1 real estate. 
I 2. Rate- 

I The rate for state purposes, in every year for which 
I a different rate is not ])rescribed, is 25 cents on (*very 
I $100 valuation for general statt^ ])urposes, and 10 cents 
\ on such valuation for tlie support of free scliools. 
3. Collection 
Both state and (^ounty taxes are collected by the 
sheriiF of the county, or b}^ colltu'tors apjiointed 1)y the 
auditor. 

Taxes are a lien on real estate from A})ril ], the 
assessment day, and are due and payable on the 1st 
da}^ of August, and l)ecome delin(|uent on the 1st day 
of November. A discount of 2.\ j^er cent is allowed for 
payment before that date. I)(Vliiu[uent taxes may' be 
collected l)y distraint of personal property, by garnish- 
ment of money or property in the liands of another, 
and by sale of lands by the sherifi'. 

Taxes assessed on raili'oads, both state and local, are collected l>y (he 
state auditor, and if dehn(jU(*nt on tlu^ 2()th of January, mv then eol^ 
lect(Hl by the sheriff with a [)enalty of 10 per cent. 

The sher'ifl' or eolleetoi" is compensated l)y fees out of the taxes col- 
lected. 

II. Foil tax. 

The assessoi- is to list for taxation all male persons 
over 21 years of age residing in his (hstrict on April 1. 
The rate of the tax is SI ])ov yi^ar. 

III, Jnluritance tax. 

All proptu'ty passing by will, (h^scc^nt, or transfer, 
taking effect after death, excc^jit to Ww fatli(^r, mother, 
husband, child, or lineal descdidant of the grantor, 
where the estate so passing is valued at not less than 
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$1,000, is subject to an inheritance tax of 2h per cent 
on every $100 of clear value. The tax is collected by 
the clerk of the county court. 

IV. Corporatiori taxes. 

In addition to the general property tax certain taxes 
are levied on corporations : 

Corporations incorporated and having their principal place of busi- 
ness in the state (termed resident corporations) are re(juired to pay an 
annual license tax as follows, according to capital stock: $10,000 or less, 
$10; over $10,000 to 125,000, $15; $25,000 to $-50,000, $20; $,50,000 to 
$100,000, $25; $100,000 to $1,0(X),000, $25 plus 5 cents on each $1,000 
in excess of $100,000; $1,000,000 and over, $70 plus $10 on each 
$1,000,000 in excess of $1,000,000. 

Domestic corporations which are nonresident are required to pay an 
annual license tax as follows, according to capital stock: $25,000 or less, 
$20; over $25,000 to $100,OfK), $.50; $100,000 to $1,000,000, $.50 and 40 
cents on each $1,000 in excess of $100,(XX); $1,(X)0,000 to $2,000,000, 
$410 and 30 cents on every $1,(XX) in excess of $1,0(K),000; $2,000,000 
to $3,000,000, $710 and 25 cents on every $1,0(X) in excess of $2,000,000; 
13,000,000 to $4,000,000, $910 and 10 cents on every $1,000 in excess 
of $3,000,000; $4,0(X),(X30 and over, $1,010 and $.50 on each $1,000,000 
in excess of $4,000,000. 

Foreign corporations on complying with certain conditions are enti- 
tled to the rate of ''resident" corpora^ons, according to the propor- 
tion of their capital stock which is represented by tlie property owned 
and used in this state, when the value of the property amounts to at 
least $5,000. In no case is the license tax to he less tlian $100. 

This tax does not apply to foreign insurance, telegraph, telephone, or 
express companies, for which an annual license tax is specially provided. 

Corporations chartered for educational, literary, agricultural, scien- 
tific, religious, or charitable purposes, and cemeteries and lodges, not 
incorporated for profit to the stockholders, are exempt. 

Domestic insurance, express, telegraph, and telepliono companies are 
taxed as other corporations. 

V. Business taxes and licenses. 

The state requires licenses for various acts, occupa- 
tions, and businesses, to be issued by the comity court 
of the place in which the same are to be carried on, 
except in incorporated cities, villages, or towns, in 
which cases the license is to be issued by the council 
thereof. It is the duty of the assessor to ascertain 
from time to time all persons in his district from whom 
state licenses are required; but it is also the duty of 
every person to apply to tlie assessor and cause him- 
self to be |)roperly listed and licensed. 

The following taxes are levied annually unless other- 
wise stated : 

Permit for goods sold at auction, $2 on each $100 valu^ition of goods so 
olTered, w^hen the same are not assessed as the capital used in trade or 
business by mercliants. Hawkers and peddlers — without a horse, $100: 
with one horse, $150; with two liorses, $2(X). Traveling "salesmen of 
sewing machines, $10; of lightning rods, $.50; of organs and musi(\il 
instnonents, $20. Shooting galleries, $25; tlieaters and opera houses — 
in cities of 20,0(X) inhabitants or over, $20 per week, $100 per year; 
10,(XK) to 20,000, $15 per week, $75 per year; under 10,0(X), $10 per 
week, $25 per year. Circus, for each exhibition, $50; circus and menag- 
erie, $75; merry-go-round, $25 per week; side shows, $10 per exhil)i- 
tion; ten-cent shows, $20 per week. Tax on state seal, $1. Cigarettes, 
retail dealer, $10; wliolesale dealer, $50. Hotel, tavern, or restaurant, 
3 per cent of the yearly value of the premises occupied. Druggists, 
$10, in addition to all other taxes. Bowling alleys for public use, $40 
for first alley, $15 each additional alley; billiard table, $75 for first 
table, $25 for each additional table; bagatelle table, $25 for first table, 



$10 for each additional table. Roller skating rinks for public resort- 
cities of 10,(XX) inhabitants or more, $1(X); 5,(K)0 to 10,0{X), $.50; be- 
low 5,000, $25. Auctioneers, $5, with $2 additional for every 1,000 
inhabitants of the town. Stock brokers, $.50; money brokers, $100; 
pawnbrokers, $100. Sale of patent rights, $10. Licenses of distilleries 
and breweries-^annual capacity 25,(X)0 barrels, $5.50; 15,000 to 25,000 
barrels, $3.50; 5,000 to 15,000 barrels, .|2(X); 1,000 to 5,000 barrels, $125; 
up to 1,CX)0 l)arrels, $50. Sale of liquors — at retail, $350; in theaters, 
$150; wholesale, $350; apple and peach brandy by distiller (5 gallons 
or over at a sale), $100. No license for the sale of intoxicating liquors 
in incorporated city, town, or village may be granted by the county 
court without the consent of the authorities of such city, town, or 
village. 

B. FEES. 

The clerk of county court receives from corporations for issue of cer- 
tificate of incorporation, $1; for original declaration, 50 cents. 

The secretary of state receives small fees for issuing commissions, for 
copies of papers, etc. 

The auditor receives fees from insurance companies — for examination 
of statements, $10; for certificate of authority, $5. 

County Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general property tax, 

1. Base — 

The property included and the assessment thereof 
are the same for county as for state purposes. 

2. Rate— 

The levy is made by the county court , and the rate 
is limited to 95 cents per $100, except for schools and 
the payment of debt existing at time of adoption of the 
constitution and of certain special debts. This rate, 
however, may be increased by a three-fifths vote of the 
electors voting in a special election therefor. 

3. Collection — 

Collection is made by the sheriff at the same time 
and in the same manner as that of, the state taxes. 
Taxpayers may apply to the county court for relief 
against county levies improperly charged. 

The sheriff receives a commission of 5 per cent on county levies unless 
the county court prescribes a different compensation. 

II, III, and IV. Poll tax, inheritance tax, and corpo- 
ration taxes. 

There are no poll, inheritance, or corporation taxes 
for the count}'. 
V. Business taxes and licenses. 

The county court in counties where the dog tax is adopted by vote of 
tlie people is annually to levy a license tax on dogs listed l)y the assessor 
of 50 cents on males and $1 on females. Hunter's license, nonresi- 
dents, $25. 

Municipal Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general property tax. 
1. Base— 
a. The property included and exempt. —T\\q property 
included is the same as for state taxation, and in addi- 
tion dogs are included. 
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b. Assessment, -~~-MumGi])eilities with a population of 
over 10,000 may make an assessment of their own 
substantially in the manner and form of that made by 
the assessor of the county. The assessor is also to list 
the dogs and their owners. 

c. Equalization. — There is no provision for equaliza- 
tion. 

2. Rate- 

Taxes are to be levied by the council, the rate being 
limited not to exceed $1 on every $100 valuation. 

3. Collection-— 

Collection is made by the sergeant in a manner anal- 
ogous to that for state taxes. 

II, III, and IV. Poll tax, inheritance tax, and corpora- 
tion taxes. 

There are no poll, inheritance, or corporation taxes 
for cities, towns, and villages. 
V. Business taxes and licenses. 

The council may require a city, town, or village 
license for anything for which a state license is required, 
but liquor licenses are under the control of the state. 

Magisterial Districts. 

Each county is laid off into districts, not less than 
three nor more than ten in number, as nearly equal as 
may be in territory and population. 

District taxes, based on the county assessment, are 
levied for the use of the school fund, the building 
fund, and the opening, constructing, and repairing of 
roads and bridges. 



District taxes are collected by the sheriff of the 
county in the same manner as the state and county 
taxes are collected. 

Road taxes, based on the county assessment, are 
levied according to districts by the county court. The 
taxpayer may work out liis road tax. The county 
court may also levy, for road purposes, a poll tax of $1 
on every male inhabitant over 21 and under 50 years 
of age. 

School R eve ntj e s . 

The constitution provides a permanent ^^ school 
fund" and the interest on this fund, the revenue from 
the state tax of 10 cents on every $100 valuation, the 
proceeds from all forfeitures, confiscations, and fines, 
and from the annual capitation tax are set apart as 
the general school fund and distributed to the several 
counties in proportion to the school population. The 
county superintendents then apportion the shares of 
their respective counties to the school districts. 

Every magisterial district of the county is a school 
district. For a buildiRg fund the board of education 
of the district is to levy a tax annually on the first 
Monday in July on the property taxable for state and 
county purposes in the district, the tax not to exceed 
the rate of 40 cents on every $100 of the state and 
county assessment; and for the support of primary 
schools, it is to levy one not to exceed 50 cents on 
every $100. Provision is made for a special additional 
levy of 30 cents. 



WISCONSIN.^ 



Wisconsin depends principally upon the general 
property tax for state, county, and municipal reve- 
nues. There is a system of license fees so called, con- 
sisting of taxes on gross receipts levied on quasi public 
corporations and insurance companies, which are in 
heu of ad valorem taxes. The inheritance tax was 
adopted in 1899, but declared unconstitutional in 
1902 (March), and the poll taxis a local road tax only. 

constitutional provisions. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

Sec. 1. The rule of taxation shall be uniform, and taxes sliall be 
levied upon such property as the legislature sliall i)res('ribe. 

Seo. 5. The legislature shall provide for an annua! tax sufficient to 
defray the estimated expenses of the state for each y<'ar; and whenever 
the expenses of any year shall exceed the income the Icgishiture shall 
provide for levying a tax for the ensuing 3^ear, suflicicnt, with other 
sources of income, to pay the deficiency as well as the estimated ex- 
penses of such ensuing year. 

Sec. 6. (Taxes are to be provided for in laws aiiliiorizing creation of 
public debts by the state which will pay the principal and interest 
within five years.) 



iThis compilation is derived mainlv from the following sources: 
.Wisconsin Statutes of 1898, edited i)y Arthur L. Sanborn and John K. 
Berrvman: Madison, Wis., 1898. 

Laws of Wisconsin, sessions of 1890, HX)! : Madison, Wis., 1899, 1901 . 



Sec. 8. (Any law which imposes, continues, or renews a tax must be 
passed by yeas and nays in a house of which three-fifths of all the mem- 
bers elected are required to constitute a quorum.) 

ARTICLE VJI. 

Sec. 18. The legislature shall impose a tax on all civil suits com- 
menced or prosecuted in the municipal, inferior, or circuit courts, which 
shall constitute a fund to be applied toward the payment of tlie salary 
of judges. 

ARTICLE IV. 

Sec, 31. The legislature is prohibited from enacting any special or 
private laws in the following cases: * * * (jth. For assessment 
or collection of taxes, or for extending the time for collection thereof. 

ARTICLE X. 

Sec. 4. Each town and city shall be required to raise by tax, annu- 
ally, for the support of common schools therein, a sum not less than one- 
half the amount received by such town or cit}^ respectively, for school 
purposes from the income of the school fund. 

ARTICLE XL 

Secl 3. (Municipal corporations are to be restricted by the legisla- 
ture in their power of taxation, assessment, and contracting debts. 
Any county, city, town, village, school district, or other municipal cor- 
poration incurring any indebtetjness'must, l)efore or at the time of doing 
so, provide for the collection of a direct annual tax sufTicientto |)ay the 
interest on the debt as it falls due and also the principal within twenty 
years.) 



820 



WEALTH, DEBT, AND TAXATION. 



OFFICERS. 

The officers most directly concerned with taxation 
are: 

(1) The town, city, and village assessors, elected for one year. 

(2) The town, city, and village treasurers, who act as collectors, 
elected for one year. 

(3) The board of review, in tow^ns, composed of the supeivisors, clerk, 
and assessor; in cities, of the nayor, clerk, and assessor; in villages, of 
the president, clerk, and assessor. 

(4) The county clerk, elected for two years. 

(5) The county board, composed of supervisors, elected annually from 
cities and towns. 

(6) The county supervisor of assessments, el(»(!te{l every three years 
by the county board, except in Buffalo county, to oversee local assessors 
(office created in 1901). 

(7) The state tax commission, composed of tlie tax commissioner and 
two assistants, appointed by the governor for Um yaim. In 1901 this 
commission was made a state board of assessment. 

(8) A state board of assessment, composed of tine state tax commis- 
sion, assesses tlie property of express c()m|)ani(\^, sleeping car com- 
panies, fr-eiglit-Hne companies, and ec|uipment corjipanies. 

State Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general property tax. 
1. Base — 
a. The property included and exempt. — AH property 
in the state except such as is exeiripted is siil)ject to 
taxation. 

(1) '* Real property" includes not only the land itself, but all build- 
ings, fixtures, improvements, rights, and privileges appertaining thereto, 
all swamp an<l overflowed lands contracted for sale by any county 
board, and all public lands sold and not [)atented, williout regard to any 
balance of purchas(^ money. 

(2) ''Personal property'' in(^!u(les toll bridgi^s, sawed logs, timber and 
lumber, either- upon land or afloat; st(nind)oats and ships at hom(^ or 
abroad; buildi/igs u[>on leased lands, if not ass(\s.se{l with tin* lands: 
feriybt)ats, including their franchises; ice, cut and stored; all debts due 
from solvent d(d)tors, whethcn" on account, note, conlract, bond, tnort- 
gage, oi' othei' security; and all goods, wares, and effects having anv 
real or fiiar'ketable value not inclij(l<'d in tla^ term " jf^nl pro[)crty/' 

Impiovenienls on homestead lands of settlers on th(* public domain 
are to be assessed as personal propei"ty. 

All pro})(Mly, including real estate, owihmI or used by })ersoTis or cor- 
porafi(»ns engaged in sup()lying miim'cipalities with watei', el(M(rie light. 
and gas is treated as p<M'sonal })roj)erty. 

{',]) Kx(MU[)tions. in addition to public proi)erty, are; Personal prop- 
erty owned by any religious, scientific, litiM'arv, o?' benevoI(Mit associa- 
tion, and the real property ri<»c<'ssarv for location and convenienc<» of 
buildings of sanu\ nol exct^'ding ten acres; the lands of a cliart<M'ed 
coll(»ge ov university not e\<'eeding forty acres; j)ajs(>nag(^s: [)ublie 
libraries: state or county agri<'ultural societies; fire engin(\s, buildings, 
and groumis of organized tire com()ariies; tla^ [)ro{)ert\* of hidians who 
ar(^ not citizens, <\Yce})t lands held by I hem by purchase; eemeteri(vs; 
pensions; w(Miring apf)arel, family poi't raits, j)rivat(^ li})rari(\s, and 
household furniture not exceeding ^200 in value; growing crops; pro- 
visions an<l fuel sutnci<'nf to sustain a famil\- for six months; the Home 
of \]\e Fiiend!(\ss ifi Milwaukee; fair grounds; tree belts; j)ublic parks; 
monumen( grounds; ai'mories; zinc producing })lun1s for thi'(M> years; 
the TuiiuM' societies; lapitai stock, installments paid in, and securities 
of any mutnal savings fund or- loan and building associjit ion; public art 
galler'i<'s; caj)jlal stork of <'ertain coope)afi\(' societies; wide-tired 
wagons and wide-gauge sicigiis; p(Msonal pi'opcMty of certain trust or 



annuity corporations; Milwaukee Orphan Asylum; plants of beet sugar 
refineries for five years from April 2, 1897; plank or toll roads; boule- 
vards and pleasure grounds held in trust for cities; Lawrence Institute 
of Wisconsin. 

h. Assessment. — The assessment or valuation of 
property is made by the local assessors in the towns, 
villages, and cities, and refers in the case of real es- 
tate to any date after May 1 and before the time of sit- 
ting of the board of review; in the case of personal 
property, except lumber, to the 1st day of May, and 
in the case of lumber, to April 1. A separate roll by 
counties is made up by the state board of assessment 
and is the basis of tlie apportionment of state taxes. 
(See Equalization.) 

Taxes may be assessed in cities, villages, and towns 
independent of the state assessment. 

Real and personal property is to be valued annually 
by the assessor, either from actual view or the best 
information available, at the full value that could be 
obtained at private sale. Taxpayers are required to 
make a statement under oath of the average amount 
of money, notes, bonds, mortgages, or other securities 
held by them and the average amount of indebtedness 
to be deducted ; and the net average valuation for the 
year ending May 1 is to be assessed for taxation. If 
the assessor has reason to believe that there is other 
property liable to taxation, he may add to the aggre- 
gate valuation of personal property such amount as he 
estimates to be just and equitable. The assessor has 
authority also to examine the taxpayer under oath as 
to personal property not required to be listed in his 
sworn statement of securities. 

Bank stock of state and mitional banks is to be assc^ssed where the 
bank is located. Banks must fuinish th(^ ass(»ssor with the names of 
stockholders, their addr(\ss{\s, and the amounts lield by tliem. The 
value of real estate owned by banks, exce})tirig the baidv building, is not 
deducted. 

Corporations, except when otherwise provided, are assessed on their 
property in the same manner as in<lividua]s. Stock in corporations so 
taxf^l is not assessed. The fixtures and appurtenanc(\s of waterworks 
and gas and el<H'tiic light plants, and the fraiichises thereof, not owned 
by numicipalities, are assessed tog(>ther as a singl(» item or unit whc^re 
the principal place of business is located. The vahuition is then appor- 
tioned to the numici})alities where the })lant is situated. 

Since A])ril (J, 1S99, sleeping (^ar companies and freight-line and 
('{(uipment companies hav(^ Ikm'u taxed on their ])roperty. The assess- 
ment is ma{l(^ by the state board of assessment. " Sk^'ping car com- 
par)y" includes dining, bulhM, chair, parlor, and palac<» car companies. 
From the actual value* of the enlire amount of cjipital stock used in the 
business is deducted tla^ value of real estate used out of the state; this 
amount is then divided by the total nund)er of miles of railroad over 
which the cars are operated, to obtain the value per mile, wliich is then 
multiplied by tla^ numbei- of mil(\s over which tlu* cars are run within 
the state. The result is taken as the actual value of tin* property 
within {\\v state subject to taxation. A tax is then levied for tlu' use 
of the state, at the a\'erage rate of taxation, state and local consolidated. 

Express companies are .-isscsscmI ])y the state board of assessment 
uj-xm Ihe actual value of (luMr })roperty o{)erated in the state, in the 
snnu' manner as cai" comj)ani(\s aiv assessed. 

V[> (o WKKi, a mortgage of real <'stat<' was deemed i^ersonal prop- 
erty and liable to taxation according to its value, while the real 
estate cov(M(h1 by the mortgage was also liable to taxation without 
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deduction on account of the mortgage. By the act of May 23, 1903, 
the mortgage is to be deemed an interest in the real estate and assessed 
as such where the land hes. At the option of the mortgagor both said 
interests may be assessed and taxed together, without separate valua- 
tion, to the mortgagor or occupant, the same as unencumbered real 
estate. The interest of the mortgagor is to be assessed only for such 
value as remains after deducting the interest assessed to the mortgagee. 
The exemption of credits on account of debts owing does not apply to 
mortgage credits assessed as an interest in real estate. 

Three cents per net ton of the registered tonnage of the vessel may 
be paid in lieu of all other taxes, state or municipal. One-half is then 
paid to the county. 

c. Equalization, — The board of review of the towns 
and cities equahzes the assessment between individ- 
uals of the innnicipality and corrects the assessment 
roll. It can change not only the valuation of specific 
articles assessed ^ but also the aggregate valuatipn of 
any kind or class of property. 

The county board equalizes between towns^ cities, 
and villages in the county. 

The state board of assessment equalizes the assess- 
ment as between different counties, according to the 
relative values and in accordance with statistics of 
population, local valuation of property, and other data 
furnished by the secretary of state. The method is to 
make up a separate roll for the state by counties, the 
arbitrary valuation assigned each county being the 
basis for the apportionment of state taxes. 

2. Rate-^ 

The legislature is to provide for such an annual tax 
upon the aggregate valuation of the state as is suffi- 
cient to meet the estimated expenses of the state for 
each year, and the deficiency, if any, from the previous 
year. The sum to be raised is apportioned by the 
secretary of state among the several counties in pro- 
portion to the relative valuation of each county as 
determined by the state board. 

There is to be levied annually a state tax of 1 miJI on the dollar to be 
appropriated to the common school fund income. (Changed in 1903 to 
seven-tenths of 1 mill.) 

3. Collectioii — 

All taxes for state, county, school, and local pur- 
poses are collected by town or city treasurers. On 
May 1, taxes become a lien on the land upon which 
they are levied and U])on the timl)er cut from the land. 
Taxes are due January 31 and 5 per cent is remitted 
for voluntary payment before that date. The treas- 
urer may collect l)y distraint and sak^ of goods and 
chattels, or may also bring an action to collect the tax 
on personal property and, after advertising such sale, 
he may sell on the third Tuesday in May any lands 
upon which taxes are deliiKjuent. 
IT Poll tax. 

There is no state poll tax. 
III. Inheriiance tax. 

In 1899 an inheritance tax, direct and collateral, was 
imposed on personal property passing after death. It 
was enforced and taxes were collected under it until 



March 1, 1902, when it was declared unconstitutional on 
the ground that the exemption ($10,000) applied to the 
estates and not to the distributive shares. A new law 
was enacted in 1903. 

Under the former law all real estate was exempt; 
also $10,000 worth of personal property in each estate. 
The rates were: In the case of property passing to the 
father, mother, husband, wife, child^ brother, sister, 
wife or w^idow^ of a son, or the husband of a daughter, 
adopted child, or lineal descendant, 1 per cent; in all 
other cases, 5 per cent. 
IV. Corporation taxes. 

Since 1903 railroads have been taxed on an ad va- 
lorem basis. In 1902 they were taxed upon their gross 
earnings, the tax being described as an annual license 
fee for operation witliin the state. This tax exempts 
property used in operation of the road from furtlier 
taxation, except for s})ecial assessments for local 
improvements. 

The rate of tax, or license fee so-called, was as follows: 

(a) Four per cent of the s^ross earnings of all railroads, except those 
operated on pile or pontoon l)ridjz;es, when their ammal earnings ecjjual 
or exceed $3,0rK) per mile of o])erated railroad. 

(//) Three and one-half })er cent of th<^ trross eariiing8 of such rail- 
roads when the gross earnings equal oi- exceed S2,r)0() and are less than 
$3,(KK) per mile. 

(f) Three per cent of the gross earnings of sucli railroads \\\wn the 
gross earnings are between $2,0(K) and $2,5()() per mile. 

{([) Five dollars per mile on such railroads when the gross earnings 
are between SI, (XX) and S1,5(X) per mile, and, in addition, 2^ per cent of 
their gross earnings when the earnings are in excess of $1,5(X) and under 
$2,(KX) per mile. 

(e) Five dollars per mile on all railroads whose earnings are less than 
$1,5(X) per mile. 

(/) Two per cent of the gross earnings of all lailroads which are op- 
erated on pile or p(»ntoon bridges. 

One-half of the license fee is to be paid at tlie time the license is issued 
and one-half by the 10th of August in each year. For failure to obtain 
the license the company is subject to a penalty of $1(),(XX) and the for- 
feiture of corporate rights. The money is paid into the general funds 
of tlie state and not apportioiKni. 

Telegraph companies pav license^ fees foj- stjite purposes as follows: 
Fw a single wire, $1 per mile; for the second wire, i3() cents per mile; 
for the third wire, 25 cents \}vv mile; and for each additional wii-e 20 
cents per mile for every mile operated in the state. Payment is to be 
made by Jun(> 1 in (nieh yeju-. (This tax was changed in 1903 to an ad 
valorem tax.) 

T<deph()D(^ companies pay an ammal license fee on gross (N'lrnings Jis 
follows: ()v(>r $KX),CKXt, 3 per cent; under Sl(X),(XX), 2] per cent. A 
penalty of .So,tXK) and forfeitui-e of corporate rights is imi)os<Ml for fail- 
ure to obtain the license. (Amended in UX)5 to 4 per cent on gross earn- 
ings over $100 ,0(X).) 
I Street railroads pay to the city or village from which the franchise 
I is derived license fiH's as follows: Companies whose gross cash receipts 
cfiual S<S(X),(XK) p(-r annum pay 3 per cent on tlu^ first $8(X), (XX) and 
4 })er cent on all amounts over $800, (KK). Companies whose gross re- 
(■eipts arc less than $8(X),(XX) pay U i)ei- cent on the lir-st $250,(XK) and 
2h per cent on all mnoimts ovt^r S250,(XM). 

Tlie latter tax applies also to (4ectiic liglit and power cojnpanies oper- 
ated in comiection witli .street railways. Aj)porti()mnent is to be made 
between different municipalitic^s according to the numV)er of miles of 
track or feet of wire in each. Wlien the tr-ack extends beyond the 
limits of the principal municipality io a town or village, the principal 
town receiv(vs for every milt* three portions of such fee to one for the 
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town or village merely touched b}^ the road. Of these license fees the 
state receives 9 per cent, tlie county /3 per cent, and the municipalities, 
88 per cent, apportioned to wards and taxing districts. In 1905 the 
rate was made 5 ])er cent on gross receipts over $400,000 and 2| per 
cent when less. Furtlier changes were made to take effect in 1908. 

Trust, annuity, and guaranty companies pay to the state treasurer 
as an annual license fee the sum of $300 by the 1st of ^hircli, and, in 
addition ttiereto, 2 per cent of their net annual income. This tax is 
in lieu of all taxes for any purpose except those upon real estate. The 
tax was made $.500 and 3 per cent in 1905. 

Life insurance companies, except fraternal insurance societies, organ- 
ized under the laws of the state, when they are not purely assess- 
ment companies, pay an annual license fee of 3 per cent on all pre- 
miums collected from residents of the state. 

All foreign life insurance companies, except fraternal societies and 
purely assessment companies, pay an annual license fee of $300 except 
when retaliatory taxes exceed $3(X), when the ]i(iense fee shall be de- 
ducted therefrom. New rates to take effect in 1908 were fixed in 1905. 
A retaliatory increase of tax is laid on all foreign insurance companies 
on principles of reciprocity. 

Every other life insurance company, domestic or foreign, except fra- 
ternal societies, and including assessment companies, pay an annual 
license fee of $300. 

These license fees are in lieu of all taxes except taxes on real estate. 
Marine insurance companies pay 2 per cent of the gross amount of 
premiums from business in the state. 

Fire and navigation insurance companies, except town, church, and 
mutual insurance companies, pay as license fee 2 per cent of the gross 
income. 

Casualty companies pay an annual license fee of 2 per cent of tlieir 
gross premiums. 

Title guaranty companies, in lieu of all other taxes, pay the same 
license fees as lire insurance companies. 

Plank and toll roads are to pay as license fee 3 per cent of the gross 
receipts of such roads by the 1st of July each year. This is in lieu of 
all other taxes. A penalty of $500 is imposed for failure to make re- 
turn or pay the license fee. 

Boom companies which operate structures in the waters of the state 
for handling logs pay license fees of 2 per cent of the gross earnings of 
the business. Local taxes on the property may be deducted from the 
license fees. 

V. Business taxes and licenses. 

The following annual taxes and licenses are levied : 

Peddlers— who carry goods themselves. $30; with one horse, $45; 
with two or more horses, $75. Transient merchants, $50 ; circuses, shows, 
etc., $100; side shows and curiosities, $20; dealers in bankrupt stock, 
$100 (held unconstitutional and amended in 1905). 

B. FEES. 

Secretary of state. — Filing articles of incorporation — corporations for 
manufacture of beet sugar and dairy products, $10; amendments, $5; 
other corporations, $25; for eacli additional $1,000 of capital stock over 
$25,(KX), $1 ; amendments, $10; foreign coiporations, filing articles, $25. 
Physicians— examination, $10; certificate to practice medicine, $5; 
pharmacists — registration, $5; renewal, $2; dentists — examination, $10; 
registration, annual, $1. 

County R^^venues. 



A. TAXES. 



I. The general property tax. 
1. Base^ 
The property included and the methods of assess- 
ment and eqiiahzation are the same for the county as 



for the state. Equalization between the towns is pecu- 
liar to the county and is made by the county board to 
determine the true relative value of all the taxable 
property in each city^ town, and village. The list of 
property so equalized is the basis of the county assess- 
ment. Towns aggrieved by the equdization made by 
the county board may appeal to the judge of the circuit 
court for the county to appoint three commissioners of 
equalization to review the action of the board. 

2. Rate— 

The county board determines the amount of tax to 
be levied for county purposes. There is a limit of 3 per 
cent on the total assessed valuation of the county, as 
fixed by the state board of equalization. The county 
tax and the state tax levied upon the county are appor- 
tioned among the several towns, cities, and villages by 
the county clerk. 

3. Collection — 

County taxes are collected, as are state and municipal 
taxes, by the town treasurer. 

II, III, IV, and V. Poll taXj inheritance tax, corpora- 
tion taxes J and business taxes and licenses. 
Counties levy none of these. They receive, however, 
3 per cent of the taxes on street railroads and electric 
light and power companies and 15 per cent of inherit- 
ance taxes collected by the county treasurer for the 
state. 

Municipal Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general property tax. 

1. Base — 

The property included and the methods of assessment 
and of equalization are practically the same as for state 
and county purposes. Local taxes are levied on the tax 
roll as corrected for the county without necessarily be- 
ing corrected for state equalization. 

2. Rate— 

In towns the electors at town meeting may vote a 
tax for town purposes not to exceed 2 J per cent of the 
total assessed valuation of the town. In cities the com- 
mon council levies the taxes for such sums as it con- 
siders necessary, provided that the tax levied for mu- 
nicipal purposes, the tax required to be levied for state, 
covmty, county school, and school district purposes, and 
the delinquent taxes for the preceding year do not ex- 
ceed 3i per cent of the assessed value of the property in 
the city. The county board determines the amount 
to be raised in each town for the support of common 
schools. 

3. Collection — 

Municipal taxes are collected with the state and 
county taxes by the town and city treasurers, as de- 
scribed above. 
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II. Poll tax. 

Every male inhabitant between 21 and 50 years of 
age, witli certain exemptions, is required to pay a 
highway poll tax of $1.50. 
Ill and IV. Inlientance tax and coj'poration taxes. 

There are no municipal inheritance or corporation 
taxes. 
V. Business taxes and licenses. 

The following annual taxes and licenses are levied: 

Peddlers, at rates fixed by municipal boards; dealers in bankrupt 
stock, auctions, and auctioneers, $10 to $300: (in addition, certain per- 
centages are required); licjuor license fees — towns having within their 
boundaries no villages or cities of 5{X) hdiabitants or more, $100; cities, 
villages, and all otlier towns, $2(X). These fees may l)e increased by 
vote in towns having witliin their boimdaries no villages or cities of 5(X) 
inhabitants or more, to $250 or $400; in cities, villages, and all other 
towns, to $350 or $500. 



ScnooL Revenues. 

The constitution establishes tlie school fund, derived 
from the proceeds of state lands granted by the United 
States and from various otlier sources. The income and 
the proceeds of the state tax of 1 mill are to be appor- 
tioned among the several counties. Further apportion- 
ment is then made among the towns, cities, villages, 
and districts. Each town and city is required to raise 
for the support of tlie common schools a sum not less 
than the amount received from tlu» school fund. 

School districts may l)e formed l)y the t ow n and city 
boards and taxes are assessed as for town and county 
purposes. The amount, not to exceed 5 per cent of the 
property valuation, is to be voted by the inhabitants 
of the district. 



WYOMING.^ 



Wyoming draws her state revenues primarily from 
the general property tax. There is no state inherit- 
ance tax,^ and there are no special taxes on corporations 
except insurance companies. Counties draw also from 
poll and license taxes, while the municipal revenues are 
drawn chiefly from the general property tax and busi- 
ness taxes and licenses. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 

ARTICLE XV. 

Sec. 1. All lands and improvements thereon shall be listed for assess- 
ment, valued for taxation and assessed separately. 

Sec 2. All coal lands in the state from which coal is not being mined 
shall be listed for assessment, valued for taxation and assessed according 
to value. 

Sec. 3. All mines and mining claims from which gold, silver, and other 
precious metals, soda, saline, coal, mineral oil, or other valuable deposit, 
is or may be produced shall be taxed in addition to surface improve- 
ments, and in lieu of taxes on the lands, on the gross product thereof, as 
may be prescribed by law^ : Provided, That the product of all mines shall 
be taxed in proportion to the value thereof. 

Sec. 4, For state revenue there shall be levied annually a tax not to 
exceed four mills on the dollar of the assessed valuation of the property 
in the state except for the support of state educational and charitable 
institutions, the payment of the state debt and the interest thereon. 

Sec. 5. For county revenue there shall be levied annually a tax not 
to exceed tw^elve mills on the dollar for all purposes, including general 
school tax, exclusive of state revenue, except for the payment of its pub- 
lic debt and the interest thereon. An additional tax of two dollars for 
each person l)etween the ages of twenty -one years and fifty years, inclu- 
sive, shall l)e annually levied for county school purposes. 

Sec. 6. No incorporated city or town shall levy a tax to exceed eight 
mills on the dollar in any one year, except for the payment of its public 
debt and the interest thereon. 

Sec. 9. Board of equalization for state. There shall l)c a state board, 
composed of tlie state auditor, treasurer, and s(>ci('tiiiy of state. 



^This compilation is derived mainly from the following sources: 

Revised Statutes of Wyoming, in force December 1 , bSDl). Compiled 
by J. A. Van Orsdel and Fenhnore Cliatterton, by nuthority of the fifth 
state legislature: Chaplin, Spofford & Mathison, Laramie, \\'y*>., 1899. 

Law^s of Wyoming, 1901: Chaplin, Spofford Si Mathison, Laramie, 
Wyo., 1901. 

2 State inheritance tax law enacted in 1903. 



Sec. 10. The duties of the state l)oard shall.be as follow^s: To fix a 
valuation each year for the assessment of live stock, and to notify the 
several county boards of ecjualization of the rate so fixed at least ten days 
before the day fixed for beginning assessments; to assess at theii* actual 
value the franchises, roadw'ay, roadbed, rails, and rolling stock and all 
other property used in the operation of all railroads and other common 
carriers, except machine shops, rolling mills, and hotels in this state; 
such assessed valuaticm shall be apportioned to the counties in which 
su(;h roads and common carriers are located, as a basis for taxation of 
such property : Provided, That the assessment so made sliall not apply to 
incorporated towns and cities. Said board shall also have power to 
equalize the valuation on all property in the several counties for the state 
revenue and such other duties as may be prescribed by law. 

Sec. 11. All property, except as in this constitution otherwise pro- 
vided, shall be uniformly assessed for taxation, and the legislature shall 
prescribe such regulations as shall secme a just valuation for taxation of 
all property, real and personal. 

Sec. 12. The property of the United States, the state, counties, cities, 
tow^ns, school districts, municipal corporations, and public libraries, lots 
with the buildings thereon used exclusivel}^ for i-eligious worship, church 
parsonages, and public cemeteries, shall be exempt from taxation, and 
such other property as the legislature may by general law provide.^ 

Sec. 13. No tax shall be levied, except in pursuance of law, and every 
law imposing a tax shall state distinctly the object of the same, to which 
only it shall be applied. 

Sec. 14. Tlie power of taxation sfiall never be surrendered or sus- 
pended by any grant or contract to which the state or any county or 
other municipal corporation sliall l>e a party. 

OFFICERS. 

Tbe officers most directly concerned witli taxation 
are : 

(1) Assessors of incorporated towns and cities, as provided by charter 
and ordinance. 

(2) The town and city treasurers, who are ex ofhcio colk^'tors. 

(3) County assessor, one in each county, el(M*t()d for tw'o years.'' Sal- 



•^ Subsequent law exempts coupon or registered interest l)earing bonds 
of the state or any county, school district , or municipality of the state of 
Wyoming when owned by actual residents of the state, provided that the 
ow^ier shall list same annually on the assessment schedule, describing^ 
name and the amount thereof, and sliall mark opposite tliereto on 
schedules the word "exempt.'' 

"•Assessois now appointed by the l)oard of the county commissioners, 
under law passed subsequent to 1902; appointments made annually. 
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aries are graded according to total valuation as fixed by the state and 
county boards of equalization. 

(4) The county treasurer, one in each county, elected for two years, 
who is ex officio collector of taxes therein. 

(5) County hoard of equalization, composed of the board of county 
commissioners. 

(6) State board of equalization, composed of the secretary of state, 
treasurer, and auditor. 

State liEVEisriTEs. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general property fax. 
1. Base — 
a. The property iyiclurled and exempt. — All property, 
real aTid personal, not exempted by law is subject to 
taxation : 

(1) ^'Keal property" includes land, possessory claims, buildings and 
improvements, ferries, franchises, and toll f)iidges. 

(2) ''Personal property" includes domestic animals and dogs, bank 
deposits and specie, crqdits, mortgages, stock and s(H'urities, atuiuities, 
and all other property not specified. 

(3) Exemptions, in addition to pul)lic property, aj-e: Public libra- 
ries; cluirches; parsonages; pu})lic grounds and (■f4net(M'ies; lire engines 
and station houses; household atid kitchen furniture, beds, l)edding, 
wearing appart^l of every person, and tin* food provided for each family, 
not to exceed in all the value of $1(X): property used in tlu> maniifactuie \ 
of beet sugar in the state for a period of ten years wIhmt 75 per cent of 
the beets are grow'U in the state; pensions, salaries, and payment for 
services expected to be rendered. By act of Fcl)ruaiy 1, l(X)l, lands 
and buildings used for schools, orpluin asylums, or hospitals, and lodge 
rooms of secret, benevolent, and charitable societies not for private 
proht are exempt. 

h. Assessment. — -In general, for state and comity 
taxes tliere is but one assessment roll, of wliicli the 
county is the unit. Cities and towns may liave inde- 
pendent rolls. The count}^ assessor lists all p(q-sons in 
his county and assesses all property on the basis of 
schedules made out l)y the assessor or his deputies, but 
sworn to by tlie owner, and property is assessed at its 
full market value as of April 1, except as the vahiation 
of such property is fixed or limited by the stat(» l)oard 
of equalization. Anyone who refuses to take oath to 
his list and it is found that sucli person did not list all j 
his property, is to be assessed on omitted property at 
double the ordinary assessed value. The valuation at 
whicli live stock is to be assessed is fixed by the state 
board of equalization. 

Bona fide debts may be deducteil from credits, except notes giv(>n as 
premiums of insurance, unpaid subscii[)tions to institutions or societies, 
or unpaid .subscriptions to capital stock. 

The assessment of railroads, express c()m{)anies, telegraph and tt^le- 
phone lines, and car companies of all sorts, for state and county pur- 
pos(>s, is mad(^ l)y the state hoard of ecpialization on the basis of state- 
ments made by the companies, and the as.sessment .so made is appor- 
tioned to the counties on the basis of mileage in the couuties, where it is 
reapportioned to scliool districts by the county conunissioners. Prop- 
erty not us«hI in comiection witli the operation of the railroad or tele- 
graph lines, such as machine sliops, rolling mills, and hotels, are assessed 
bv the county assessors as rcjd estate. 

The assessment made l)y the board of e<|uali/ation does not a{)ply to 
incorporatinl towns and cities, which are left to fix their own vtduation in 
accordance with the needs of their respect i\e governments. 



Merchants are to list the average value of their capital during the year 
previous; commission merchants, the average monthly amount since the 
last assessment. 

Manufacturers are to list the average value of the raw materials in 
their hands. 

Capitalstock of domestic companies, except banks, is not assessed for 
taxation. Capital stock of foreign companies doing business in the 
state, together with the accumulated surplus, not including real estate 
situated in any other state, is to be assessed to the company, and share- 
holders are not to be assessed therefor. 

Shares of stock in banks are assessed to the owners at tlieir par value 

Minos are as.sessed on gross product in lieu of tax on lands. 

Personalty brought, driven, or coming into the state prior to the last 
day of the year wliich remains for a period of not less than thirty days 
is assessed in the same manner as if it had been in the county at the 
time of the annual assessment. 

All live stock upon the open range, for the purpose of taxation, has 
its situs in the county wherein is located the ''liome range." If the 
^'home range" of any herd or brands of live stock is located in two or 
mon^ counties, the assessment is apportioned. Liv(> stock is to be 
assessed where located on April 1, or if brought into the state after that 
date, in the county where first brought in. The owner of any live stock 
which is to be brought into the state is required to give 10 days' notice 
of the leraoval of the stock to tlie assessor of the county into wliicli the 
stock is first to be through t, who may, if necessary, make up a supple- 
mental assessment roll. The penalty for failure to give notice to the 
assessor is a fine of $50 to $500 or imprisonment for six months, or botli. 
The owaier of any live stock wliich has been assessed must give notice 
of any removal from the county, and a copy is transmitted to the county 
where the stock is to be taken and filed therein. Tlie penalty for failure 
to give this notice is a forfeit of SIO to $100. 

c. Equalization. — The county l)oard of equalization 
equalizes between individuals, hears complaints on the 
assessments, adds omitted property and assesses the 
value thereof, and corrects the valuations in the assess- 
ment roll. 

The state board of equalization equalizes the valua- 
tion of real property among the several counties and 
towns in the state, and adds to or deducts from the 
ag:greg;ate valuation of real propert}^ in the county. 
2. Rate- 

The rate for state revenues, except for the support 
of state educational and cliaritable institutions, and 
for the pa^niient of the state debt and the interest 
thereon, is limited, by the constitution to 4 mills on 
the dollar, and the tax to be levied and collected by 
each county is at this rate unless a lower one is deter- 
mined by the state board of equalization. 

For maintenance of state institutions, the rates authorized are; 
General hospital fund, one-eighth of 1 mill on each dollai-; fund for the 
insane, one half of 1 mill on each dollar; vmiversity tax, one-fourth of 1 
mill on each dollar; capital building, one-eighth of 1 mill on each dollar; 
charital)le institutions, 1 mill on each dollar; interest on state bonds and 
tax sufficient to pay said interest; extraordinary special levy 1902 for 
the University of Wyoming was live-tenths of 1 mill on the dollar. 

Special tax levies for 1902 yvore as follows: Big Horn Hot Springs, 
stat(* lands, irrigation and im()ro\'ement, one-tenth of 1 mill on the 
dollar; gubernatorial residence, one-eighth of 1 mill on tlie dollar; 
hospital for insane, one-eighth of 1 mill on the dollar; liowlins peni- 
tentiary, three-sixteenths of 1 mill on the dollar; University of Wy- 
oining. live-sixteentlis of I mill on the dollar; Wyoming general hos- 
pital, one-eighth of 1 mill on the dollar. In the case* of li\'e stock and 
personalty remaining in the state more than thirty days and less than 
six months only one-half the tax of that upon other like property 
is levied. 
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3. Collection — 

Collection of state taxes is the same as that of county 
.taxes. The county is liable to the state for the amount 
of tax levied for state purposes^ except erroneous assess- 
ments, and no credit is to be given to any county for 
any part other than that of such tax levy remaining 
uncollected. All state, county, and school district 
taxes are due and payable, without demand, after the 
third Monday in September, at the office of the county 
treasurer. After December 31 all unpaid taxes are 
delinquent, and a penalty of 8 per cent is added and the 
whole draws interest at that rate. Taxes are a lien on 
personal property assessed and on real property for 
both real and personal taxes from December 31. De- 
linquent taxes arc collected by distress and sale. 
II and III. Poll tax and ^/rQieritance tax. 

There is no state poll tax, and there was no inheri- 
tance tax in 1902, but in 1903 one was enacted. 

IV. Oorpo7Yition taxes. 

Corporations are, in general, taxed luider the gen- 
eral property tax. 

lnsu[-niu*(^ eoinpaiiic^s pay 2| per cent of the gross premiums reeeived 
i:uu\ ])iisiness in the state on tlio basis of annual reports to the insurance 
commissioner, who colk^cts th(* tax between February 1 and Marcli 30 
in cue]) year. Insiuimee companies are subject to no other taxation 
except taxes on real and personal property and such fees as are imposed 
as a condition precedent to the transaction of business witliin the state. 

(Every insurance compan}^ is sul)ject to an additional tax of 2 per 
cent of premiums received upon policies held by residents which have 
become forfeited, but fraternal organizations are exempt.) 

V. Business taxes and licenses. 

Foreign building and loan associations pay the state auditor $25; 
foreign life and accident insurance, assessment plan (insurance com- 
mission), $25. 

B. FEES. 

Secretary of state. — Incorporation fees, capital S5,(X)() or less, $5; over 
S5,()00 to SUK),()0(), $10; ovi^r $KX),(K)0, $10 plus .5 cents additional for 
each SI ,000 in excess of $100,000. These fees ar(> in full of all cliju-ges 
for filing and recording artich^s of incorporation. Foreign corpora- 
tions, filing copies of charters (register of deeds), $1; foreign building 
and loan association, amund statement (auditoi), $10; foreign life and 
accident insurance^ companies, examination and first annual statement 
(insurance commission), $50; sid)se(]uent statements, $25; ci^rtificate of 
authority to agents, $1; domestic insurance companiivs, $50; filing and 
examination of first application, $25; annual statements, $1 ; certificate 
of authority — copies of papers and seals, minor f(H's. 

Physicians and surgeons, examination, $5; pharmacist, certificate, 
$3; examination, $10; annual registration fee, $2; foreign fraternal in- 
surance associations— permit to do business in stat«\, $15; amnial re- 
port, $10. 

C( )UNT Y K E VENUES. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The general property tax. 
1. Base — 
The property included and the assessment and 
equalization thereof are the yauie for county as for 
state purposes. 



2. Rate- 
Comity taxes are levied by the county conunis- 

sioners, of which the aggregate, including the general 
school tax, is limited to 12 mills on the dollar, exclu- 
sive of state revenue and the payment of the public 
debt and interest thereon. 

3. Collection— 

Collection is made by the county treasurer the same 
as for state taxes. 
II. Poll tax. 

a. General. — A tax of $2 is to be levied on ever}^ 
person between the ages of 21 and 50 years for county 
school purposes. It is the duty of the assessor to list 
each and every person in liis county, and }>o]l taxes 
wlien properly assessed l)ecome tlue and payal)le on 
the delivery of the tax list to the treasurer. The polls 
of joersons who have arrii^ed at the age of 50 years are 
exempt. 

Delinquent poll taxes may be cohected by the sale of 
the taxpayer's j^roperty. From the ])roceeds of siuli 
a sale the collector deducts the amount of the tax and 
$1 as his fee, and returns the remainder to the tax- 
pa3^er. 

h. Road. — The county commissioners may lev}^ on 
men between 21 and 50 years of age a special road tax 
of $2, which is to be collected according to road dis- 
tricts^ and may be worked out. Members of fire com- 
panies and the state national guard are exempt. 
Ill and IV. Inheritance tax and corporation taxes. 

There are no covmty inheritance or special corpora- 
tion taxes. 
V. Business taxes and licenses. 

Licenses are issued by tlie sheriff of each county as 
follows : 

Auctioneers, pc^rmanently located, $60 per yea:-; auctioneers and ped- 
dlers generally, $3(X) per year; |)a\vnl)rokers, $25 per quarter; intelli- 
gence office, $15 per quarter'; extiibitions, $10 to $.50 per day; circuses, 
150 per day; gaming license — faro, monte, keno, rondo, lansquenet, 
roulette, vingt et un, and props, $150 per (piarter;^ billiard ta])le license, 
not for private use, $5 per quarter; bowling alley, $10 per cjuarter; 
game license, $1 per annum, to nonresidents, $40, guides, $10. Li(|uor 
licenses — sale within 5 miles of a railway station or town, city, or vil- 
lage, $3(X) per annum; other cases, $100 per annum; wholesale dealers, 
$175 per annum; car licpior license, $10 per car. License taxes for 
liquor selling, f)illiard tal)l<\s, and gaming within the corporate limits of 
any city, village, or town go to the numicipality. 

Ml NK'iPAL Revenues. 

A. TAXES. 

I. The (/en era I property tux. 
1. Base - 
Tl)e property included is the same for municipal as 
; for state taxation. Incorporated towns and cities 



iRul all gand)ling was pi()liil>ited in KK)2. 
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make their own assessment rolls^ as provided by ordi- 
nance, and have tlieir own boards of equaHzation. 

In cities of the second chxss, 5,000 to 8,000 inhabi- 
tants, the city assessment is taken by the cit}^ clerk 
from the count}^ assessment roll. 

2. Rate- 

No incorporated city or town shall levy a tax to 
exceed 8 mills on the dollar, except for the payment of 
its public debt and interest thereon. 

3. Collection — 

Collection is made by town and city treasurers in a 
manner similar to county collection. 

II. Poll tax. 

See County poll tax, above. 

HI. Inheritance tax. 

There is no municipal inheritance tax. 

IV. Corporation taxes. 

Cities granting exclusive franchises for water or liglit, or any fran- 
chises for street railways, or electric or gas lighting or heating must 
contract to receive at least one-fifth of all the net earnings and reve- 
nues in excess of 6 per cent net profits upon the capital actually invested, 
under such franchise. 

V. Business taxes and licenses. 

All taxes on licenses issued by the county for the sale of liquors, keep- 
ing billiard tables, and gaming, when tlie licensee carries on the business 
in the corporate limits of any incorporated town, city, or village is to be 
collected by the municipality and applied to the general revenue pur- 
poses thereof. 

Cities have power to raise revenue by collecting license taxes on any 
corporations or businesses w^ithin the limit of the city, including the sale 
of liquor. The license tax on dogs is from $1 to $3. 

Incorporated towns may license and tax dogs, hucksters, peddlers, 
pawnbrokers, exhibitions, shows, the sale of liquors, billiard tables. 



bow^ling alleys, games and gaming tables, drays, hacks and carriages^ 
and other vehicles, as the town council may prescribe. 

Underwriters are required to pay to cities a duty or rate of 1 per cent 
upon the amount of all premiums. 

School Revenues. 

The county is subdivided by the county superin- 
tendent of schools into school districts, not to exceed 
twenty-five to a population of 10,000. The comity as- 
sessor at the time of making the county assessment also 
assesses the property of the district. The board of 
county commissioners equalizes the assessment of the 
several school districts. There is levied by the county 
commissioners at the time of the levy for county pur- 
poses the tax voted in the district, upon the district 
assessment, and that of railroad and telegraph prop- 
erty as made by the state board of equalization. Col- 
lection is made the same as for county taxes. 

The tax rate is hmited to 10 mills on the dollar, and 
to 5 mills where the total valuation is over $3,000,000 
or less than $200,000. 

Apportionment of school funds in the county treas- 
ury is made by the county superintendent as follows : 
$150 to each school district for the payment of teachers^ 
and all moneys remaining pro rata in accordance with 
the number of pupils, except that all poll taxes col- 
lected for school purposes by the county treasurer are 
to be paid over to the school district in which they 
were collected. 

All fines and penalties under the general laws of the 
state belong to the pubhc' school fund of the respective 
counties. 
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Professor Plehn's compilation does not inchidc any 
reference to the revenue laws of Porto Rico. A sum- 
mary of these laws was given in Census Bulletin 24, 
prepared by Hon. William F. Willoughby, treasurer 
of the insular government. The most important |)ara- 
graphs of that bulletin relating to the insular and 
municipal revenue systems of Porto Rico are here 
reproduced. In addition to the facts stated in these 
paragraphs mention should be made of the fact that the 
insular government is in receipt of what are properly 
grants from the Government of the United States, the 
moneys so granted being derived from the collection 
of custom duties. The present revenue systetn of Porto 
Rico ditfers very materially from that which prevailed 
before the American occupation. Tlie extracts from 
Bulletin 24 relate only to the ''new'' system intro- 
duced since the island came under the control of the 
United States Government: 

Revenue /<?//•. —The new revenue law provided for five distinct 
taxes: (1) A general property tax upon real and [lersonal prop- 
erty in the island; (2) a system of excise taxes upon liquors, 



tobacco, and certain other articles and upon certain documents; 
(3) an inheritance tax; (4) a tax upon surety and insurance com- 
panies; and (5) a special license tax upon foreign cori)orations 
doing business in the island. 

Goieral property tax. — The general property tax is similar in all 
essential respects to the general property tax as found in most of 
the states of the Union. All property, real and personal, not 
specially exempt by the law is assessed to its owner at its fair 
market value without regard to wdiat might be its price at a 
forced sale. Every effort is made to carry out this provision of 
having the property valued at its full market value. The exemp- 
tions are on a rather liberal scale. They include, in addition to 
pubhc property, all property used exclusively for religious, chari- 
table, educational, literary, and scientific purposes, cemeteries, 
professional tools, household furniture other than that in board- 
ing and eating houses, wearing apparel and the like, growing 
crops and products of the land actually owned by and still in the 
hands of the producer, and all property of whatever description 
belonging to persons whose total property is assessed at less than 
$100. This latter exception is of especial importance, owing to the 
large number of persons in the island coming wdthin its terms. 
Mortgages upon real estate are assessed as an interest in real 
estate to the mortgagee, and tlie mortgagor is allowed a cor- 
res[)nnding (h^duction from the assessment of the property involved 
in all cases, excei)t where an express covenant in writing existe 
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between the mortgagor and mortgagee that the former shall pay 
ttie tax. In the assessment of personal property taxpayers are 
required to list all of their credits, from which they are allowed to 
deduct their bona fide debts, but in no case can the debts be set 
off against or deducted from the assessment of other property. 
Corporations are so far as practicable treated as individuals. They 
pay taxes upon real property in the districts in which it is located 
and upon the actual x>resent value of their capital less the value 
of the real estate upon which they pay separately. In assessing 
tlie vahie of their capital the law requires that it shall in no case 
be less than the value of the capital stock plus the surplus and 
undivided earnings, or less than the market value of the real and 
personal property owned by the corporation in Porto Rico. In 
the case of railroad companies having their tracks in more than 
one municij)ality the value of the rolling stock and roadbed is 
apportioned to the different municipalities in proportion to the 
length of the roadhed in each. 

Assessment of taxes. — The provisions of the law relating to the 
machinery of assessment and the manner of its operation are par- 
ticularly important. The entire work of assessing property is 
centralized in the hands of the insular treasurer. On the occasion 
of the making of the first assessment, wdiich was carried through 
in the spring and early summer of 1901, the island was divided 
into a large number of assessment districts, for each of which local 
assessors were appointed. The taxpayers in each district were 
required to make sworn returns of their taxable property to these 
assessors upon forms supplied them for that purpose. The assess- 
ors revised these returns where, in tlieir opinion, the valuations 
fixed by the taxpayers were not satisfactory, and notified the per- 
sons interested of their action. From the decision of the assessor 
the taxpayers had a right to appeal to district boards of review 
and from them to the executive council as the final board of 
review. A supervisor of assessments acting under the treasurer 
had general charge of the whole work. 

In 1902 this system was changed in a number of important par- 
ticulars. It was provided that the future work of revising assess- 
ments should be done by a small and select force of official assessors 
I)ermanently attached to the treasury department instead of by a 
force temporarily employed for the work. The old system by 
which the action of assessors was passed in review, first by district 
boards and later by the executive council, was abolished, and in its 
place provision was made for a single board of review and equaliza- 
tion composed of the treasurer as chairman, the secretary and com- 
missioner of the interior as ex officio members, and two other 
persons, natives of Porto Rico, to be appointed by the governor l)y 
and with the consent and approval of the executive council. This 
board not only passes upon all appeals made to it by taxpayers, 
but has the power to make on its own initiative such changes in the 
assessment of property as it deems proper. In all cases where it 
makes such changes, however, the owners of the property in- 
volved have to be informed of the proposed action and given an 
opportunity to present any facts or arguments that they may desire 
if they believe that their rights are injuriously affected. 

Collection of taxes, — As in the case of the assessment of property, 
the work of collecting the taxes due and enforcing the law in all par- 
ticulars is concentrated in the hands of the treasurer. The revenue 
law as originally passed in 1901 provided for the division of the 
island into nine collection districts and the appointment by the 
treasurer of nine collectors and twenty-seven deputy collectors. 
Tlie amending act made provision for nine collectors and fifty- 
one deputy collectors, so that practically each uumicipal district of 
the island should have its own collector and deputy collector. No 
extra expense was occasioned, since at the same time the forty -one 
agencies for the sale of internal revenue stamps were abolished 
and the duties connected with them imposed upon the collectors 
and deputy collectors of taxes. The proper performance of their 



duties by these otficers is enforced through two traveling examiners 
attache«i to the treasury department. 

The system for the enforcement of the payment of delin(pient 
taxes is similar in most respects to that in force in the United States. 
Taxes are due and payal)le in two installments, July 1 and January 
1 of each fiscal year. If n<»t paid within sixty days they become 
delinquent, and a penalty in the form of interest at the rate of 
1 per cent a month l)egins to run. Within thirty days after taxes 
become delinquent each collector and deputy collector must post a 
list of all delinquent taxpayers in his district, sliowing the amount 
of taxes due, accompanied l)y a notice stating that if the taxes 
are not paid within twenty days from its date the property will be 
attached and sold. In thus proceeding agai nst delinquent taxpayers 
the written order of the treasurer for the sale nuist in all cases be 
ohtained. The effort must first ])e made to secure the amount due 
through the sale of the personal property of the delinquent, and 
if this can not be done, then through the sale of a suflicient 
amount of his real estate. Property not sold to third parties is bid 
in in the name of the people of Porto Rico. The real estate so sold 
can be redeemed by the taxpayer at any time within ninety days 
after the sale upon the payment of all taxes, penalties, and costs. 
The rate of the tax was fixed at one-half of 1 per cent of the assessed 
value of the property, and it was also provided that the munici- 
palities might levy a further rate of not to exceed one-half of I per 
cent for the purpose of obtaining income for their local needs. The 
work of assessing properties began immediately after the })assage 
of the law, but the payment of taxes did not become due until 
July 1, 1901. 

Excise taxes. — The system of exc;ise taxes that was established by 
the same law can be much more l)riefiy described, as it follows so 
closely that of the Federal Government in force in the United States. 
There are three schedules, known respectively as "Schedule A," 
*' Schedule B,^' and "Schedule C." Schedule A provides for the 
payment of specific duties on distilled spirits, beers, wines, cigars, 
cigarettes, manufactured tol)acco, matches, playing cards, and 
oleomargarine, and ad valorem duties on proprietary medicinal |)rep- 
arations, patent medicines, toilet articles, perfumery, cosmetics, 
and arms and ammunition manufactured in, or inq)orted for con- 
sumption into, Porto Rico. Schedule B consists of a scale of license 
taxes imposed upon dealers in, or importers of, the articles enumer- 
ated in Schedule A. Schedule C imposes moderate documentary 
taxes on custom-house entries and notarial documents. The rates 
imposed l)y the original law were in some cases increased some- 
what by the amending act of 1902. Thus the rate on wine and 
malt liquors was raised from 15 to 21 cents a gallon, and the license 
taxes upon dealers and importers were increased from 25 to 50 per 
cent. 

The following statement shows ttie rate of these taxes as fixed l>y 
the amending law of 1902 and in force during the fiscal year 1902-3. 

SCHEDCl.H A. 

1. Bum and bay r\im produced in J*orto RicMj or imported froni tlu? 

United States, per jj:al Ion $0. 60 

Rum and bay rum imported from foreign countries, i)er gallon 1. 00 

Other distilled liquors, per gallon o. ho 

2. Adulterated distilled li(juors, per gallon 0. 40 

3. Wines and beer.s, per gal Ion o. 20 

Champagnes, per gallon i , oo 

4. Adulterated wines and beers, per gallon 0. 1 5 

5-8. Cigars and cigarettes produced in Porto Kico or imported from the 

United States: 

Not exeee<Hng 3 pounds per thousand in weight, per thousand . . 1 . (X) 

Exceeding 3 pounds per thousand in weight, per thousand I. 80 

Cigars and cigarettes imported from foreign countries: 

Not exceeding 3 i»oinids per tho\]sand in weight, per tlioiisand . . 2. 00 

Exceeding 3 pounds per tliousand in weight, per thousand 3. 60 

9. Manufactured tobacco produced in Porto Kico or imported from the 

United States, other tlum cut plug {tabaco hilado), per pouml 0. 05 

Cut plug ( tabaco hilado) , per pound 0. 02 

Manufactured tobacco imported from foreign countries, per v>ound ... 0. 10 

10. Playing cards, per pack 0. 02 

11. Medicinal preparations 5 per cent ad valorem 

12. Oleomargarine, per i>ound 0.10 

13. Arms and ammunition 25 per cen t ad valorem 

14. Matches produced in Porto Kico or iniporte<l from the United States, 

per hundred boxes (100 sticks per box) 0. 15 

Matches imported from foreign countries, per hundred boxes (lOO 
sticks per box) 0. 30 
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Schedule B. 

1. Wholewilo dealers in disi illed spirits, per aimum f 100. 00 

2. Wholesale dealers in fermented liquors, per annum 48. 00 

3. Retail liquor dealers: 

First (•la>s. per annum 28.00 

Second class, per annum 16.00 

Third elass, jier annum 8.00 

4. Wholesale dt-alers in tobacco, per annum 48.00 

5. Ketail tobacco dealers: 

First class, perannum 20,00 

Second class, per annum 10.00 

Third class, per annum 6.00 

6. Dealers in arms and ammunition, perannum 24.00 

Schedule C. 

1. Entries of imports from foreign countries, per copy SI. 00 

2. Notarial instruments and documents of record, per copy SO. 50 and $1. 00 

I All articles exported from Porto Kico are exempt from the pay- 
ment of excise taxes. 

For the enforcement of the law provinion was made fur a force 
of internal revenue agents having tlie same general powers as rev- 
enue agents of the United States, The treasurer lias the power to 
issue such regulations having the force of law as may he neces- 
sary for the proper enforcement of the laws. By the act of 1902 
he was also empowered to impose administrative fines of not j 
exceeding |10 in any one case for violations of the law or his regu- ! 
lations. Cases of deliberate fraud are sent to the courts for prose- | 
cution. I 

All ex<'is(^tax(^sare pai<l hy the allixturc of stamps. The receipts j 
from tlu' saU* of such stamps an^ in tlu^ first instance j)aid into the } 
insular treasury. Of the sum thus rcalizrfl tlic original act i)ro- | 
vi(h'(l that until .July 1, 1^01, 50 p^T cent, and thereafter 15 jkt | 
cent, should be paid to the nuinici})alitics, being ap[)orti()ncd anujng | 
tluMu acconling to j)oj>ulation. The a''t of MM)2 changed this so \ 
that only 7.5 per c(uit shoul<l hv> so apportione<l during the fiscal | 
year ll>0;>-4, and that then^after such paymiMits shouhl be entirely | 
{lisciaitinued, excise taxes thus being madt^ exclusively a sourci^ of 
insular revemi(\ Tlie systjem of excise taxes w<mU into lorci^ iU^'>'^ 
the passagi! of the act, January IH, HH)!. 

Infh'i'if((nrf tnA\ — Th(* inheritance tax is slightly progressive, vary- I 
ing in accordanc(^ with tlui relationship of the heirs and the value i 
of the inheritan<'e. Th(^ (irst $!i()0 of any devis(^, and all pi-op- ; 
erty passing to the wife, child, ado})ted child, t>r grand<'hild of the j 
d(H'eased, is exempt; husban<l and lineal descendants not speciiic- | 
ally exeni})! ])ay I per cent and other h<'irs ;^ per c-ent on inherit- | 
anees fiiun $1:100 to l]^5,000; 1.5 and 4.5 ].er cent, re>|)e<ti\e]y, on | 
from i^5,00() to 1^20,000; 2 and () \)vv cent, respectiv(4y, on from 
$20,000 to $50,000; and 3 and 9 per cent, respectively, on all over 
the latter amount. 

Tax Oil siu'cfif and hii^nrance conipavir.^. — The tax upon sm-ety and 
insurance companies consists of, iirst, an annual tax of 3 percent of 
the gross anu)unt of all ])remiums or dues collected in Torto Kico; 
an<l, second, a special stamp tax, paid l)y tlu; affixture of internal 
reveniu^ stamps as follows: For each l)orid or obligation of the 
nature of indemnity for loss, damage, or lial)ility, and each bond, 
undertaking, or rc<'()gnizance conditioned for the performance of 
the duties of any othce or x)osition issued or executed or received 
]>y any surety i:ompany, one-half of I cent on each $1 of tlie 
amoimt of the i)remium charged; for eacli policy of insurance 
instrument, whereby any insurance is made upon any life or lives, 
8 cents on each $100 of tlie amount insured; for each policy ef 
insuranc(5 by which insurance is madt' or renewed upon au}^ P^'^>I>- 
ertyof any <lescriptioii against |)eril by sea, lire, lightning, or other- 
wise, one-half of 1 cent on each |>1 of the tunountof the premium 
chargcMl. These corporations, indi^ss tlu^y have money invested 
in P<^rto Rico, pay no general property tax. The license tax u})on 
foreign corpoi'ations is a s|)ecihc annual tax of $25 upon all such 
corporations for the right to <lo business in the island. 

lulered on d j)osi(>(,—lu addition to the a!)uve taxes, which con- 
stilute its reveiuK* SA'stem proper, the insular govermnent obtains 



a considerable income from its telegraph service, harbor dues, fees 
paid by corporations for the filing of papers in the secretary's 
office, fines, royalties on franchises, and interest on deposits. 

MUKICIPAL REVENUES. 

The local governments of Poi'to Eico are those of the 
46 (formerly 66) municipalities. In section 60 of the 
general laws of the island are found the provisions 
relating to the revenue of these municipalities. That 
section is as follows: 

Sec. 60. — That any municipality shall have power to derive its 
revenue from the following sources; and no taxes, imports, excises, 
other than those herein enumerated, shall be levied by a munici- 
pality unless expressly authorized by this act or by the laws of 
Porto Rico: 

(1) The incomes from municipal markets, slaughterhouses, cem- 
eteries, waterworks, gas works, or other property owned by the 
municipality. 

(2) The incomes fro^c any taxes apj)ortioned to the nmnicipality 
by the laws of the island. 

(3) Tlie proceeds of any tax on real and personal property situ- 
ated within the mimicipal district duly authorized by the legis- 
lative assembly and not exempted hy the law%s of the United States 
nor l)y any act of the legislative assembly. 

(4) Such license taxes as may be authorized in pursuance of the 
act entitled "An act to provide temporary revenue for the nuniici- 
pal districts of Porto lUco," approved Jaimary tliirty-lirst, nine- 
teen hutidre<l and one, which act is hereby continued in force from 
and after June thirtieth, nineteen Imndred and two, utitil repealed 
or irujditied by act of tlie legislative assembly. 

(5) Fines imposed by police and municii)al cDurts. 

(6) Fees for issuance of certiticates of registration of cattle brands 
at the rates fixed in this act. 

(7) Charges, for licenses for ^-ehicles, boats, p(Hldlers, billiard 
tables, pawid)rokers, and river and harl)or ferries at the rates fixed 
l)y oidi nance. 

(8) Charges for j)ermits to place seats for liire or booths in j)ublic 
])laces. 

(9) Charges for permits for public annis(*ments and shows. 

(10) Charges for dog licenses. 

(11) Charges for permits for sewer connections. 

(12) Contingent receipts and interest on public funds. 

The revenues accruing to the miuiicipalities luider the 
provisions of paragraph (2), are those w liich represent 
their share, or 50 per cent of the insular excise taxes 
described above. Under the provisions of paragraph 
(3) there is levied for the benetit of the municipalities, 
a general property tax of one-half of 1 per cent of the 
assessed valuation. In addition to this general levy 
and in accordance witli the authority granted ])y gen- 
eral law, many municipalities levy special taxes for 
scliools or for the payment of interest on the bonded 
del>t ; one, or both. 

The li(M3nse taxes and permits autliorized l)y l)ara- 
graphs (4), (7), (8), (tO, (10), and (11) are similar to tlic 
luisiness and oth(H* license taxes levied and permits 
issued by the cities of the various states of the Ameri- 
i'an Union. The particular businesses licensed and the 
amount of taxes colbn'ted in coiuiectioii therewith vary 
somewliat in the diit'erent nuuiicipalities. 
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